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LETTER  VI. 

Furiher    Obfervations   on    the    Cahimjtii 

Controverjy. 


MY  DEAR  MISS  M* 


In  juftice  to  our- opponents,  we  muft  now 
acknowledge,  that  the  dodlrines  of  Calvin, 
arrayed  in  all  their  original  horrors,  arc 
too  fombrous  for  the  adoption  of  all  who 
arrange  themfelves  under  his  diftinguifhing 
banner,  A  more  limited  (and  wc  muft 
add  indidindb)  idea  of  predeftination  is 
entertained  by  many  who,  in  the  prefent 
VOL.  II,  8  times. 
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times,  afTume  the  tide  of  moderate  Cal- 
vinifts.  As  thefe  fecedcrs  feem  rather 
inclmed  to  difpute  with  us  for  words  than 
for  things,  and  are  in  many  refpeAs 
highly  valuable  members  of  Chriftianity» 
we  are  in  this  inftance  rather  called  upon 
to  lament  infirmity,  than  to  reprobate 
grofs  error.  A  defire  of  being  wife  above 
what  is  written,  a  contentious  fpirit,  and 
the  abfence  of  clear,  ideas,  are  failings 
which  we  fhould  feck  to  remedy  in  our- 
felves,  and  meekly  endeavour  to  reform 
in  others. 

Our  ableft  logicians  affirm,'  that  the 
pbralc  moderate  Calvinifm  *  is  a  fole- 
cifm ;  that  this  fyflcm  muft  be  adopted 

*  Some  explain  moderate  Calvinifm  to  fnean 
people  who  hold  the  dodrine  of  abfolute  prededi- 
aadon  themfdves,  but  do  not  .coniiderfuch  belief  to 
be  neceffiuy  to  falvation^  or  an  efTential  article  of 
Chriftian  fiuth.  Some  explain  it  to  be«  only  holding 
parts  of  that  reformer's  fiogular  opinions. 
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wholly,  or  totally  rejefted ;  that  without 
reprobates,  no  meaning  can  be  aifigned 
to  the  word  eleft;  and  that  without 
human  agency,  there  can  be  no  virtue^ 
I  am  not  equal  to  thefe  niceties  of  difpu*- 
tation;  it  i$  fufficient  for  my  purpofe, 
that  the  above  appellation  is  adopted  by 
many,  who  ufe  it  as  the  fign  of  their 
diffent  from  the  great  body  of  the  efta- 
bltlhed  church.  To  me  it  appears  a 
diftinftion  without  a  difference  5  or  rather, 
that  the  difputed  points  are  of  fuch  a 
nietaphyfical  fubtile  nature,  as  to  elude 
the  rcfearch  of  ordinary  underftandings^ 

It  is  not  my  wi(h  to  lead  you  into  a 
maze  of  controverfy ;  but  only  to  guard 
you  againil  all  fchifmatica^  perfuaQves^ 
which  may  come  recommended  .by  1^ 
impo£uig  names  of  fcrioufncis  and  eadttt 
ordinary  piety»  or  of  more  profimnd 
gofpel  knowilfidge^  Inftfcad  ocf  prdisribiiig 
piety  aiod  ft nouibeft,  ow.chtirchiMipiiTieis 
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them  from  all  her  members ;  fhe  ha$  ap« 
pointed  offices  for  morning  and  evening 
prayer;  and  Ihe  commemorates  every 
feftival  connected  with  Chriftianity,  either 
in  relation  to  its  myfteries,  or  to  the  ex- 
ample of  its  primitive  worthies.  So  far 
irom  withholding  the  Scriptures  from  the 
congregation,  (he  enjoins  the  frequent  ufe 
of  them  to  all  her  members,  and  (he 
prays,  that  they  may  not  only  "  read," 
but  '*  mark,  learn,  and  inwardly  digeft 
^  them."  If,  therefore,  we  really  are  in 
fearch  of  piety,  virtue,  and  knowledge, 
we  need  not  wander  frc^m  her  fold. 

It  is  true,  our  Church  rejeds  all  (imi- 
litudc  to  the  boaftful  merit  of  the  Pha- 
rifee,  on  whatever  pretext  that  merit  is 
fijppofed  to  be  founded*  She  admits  no 
po((itivejud^g'Of  the  religious  ftate  of 
others,  further  Chan  as  cheir  adions  fpeak 
their. hear^^  and  Ihe  encourages  us  €o 
^ireft'joulr.mcenuon  .to  our  own  live»  as 


wdl  as  principles.  .  She  requires  great 
modefty  of  judgment  on  abftrufe  and 
myfterious  points^  efpecially  as  to  what 
relates  to  our  fpiritual  condition,  or  to 
the  manner  in  which  divine  grace  is  con- 
veyed to  the  foul ;  and  it  muft  be  con- 
fefled,  fhe  expeds  her  members  rather 
to  be  learners  and  hearers,  than  expojiula-* 
tors  and  expounders ;  that  they  Ihould  be 
clothed  with  humility^  inftead  of  felf- 
fufBciency ;  and  that  they  fhould  fubmit 
themfelves  to  their  "  fpiritual  paftors  and 
^^  mafters,"  inftead  of  caviHing  at  thofe 
who  "  watch  over  them  in  the  Lord."—- * 
What  paflfes  for  fpiritual  gifts  in  the 
eyes  of  many^  Ihc  cfteems  the  folly  of 
**  curious  and  carnal  men;"  and  to  thq 
long  tautological  extemporary  cffufions 
of  over-weening  confidence,  fhe  oppofes 
her  formularies,  conceived  '*  in  obedi- 
"  encc  to  the  fober  counfels  of  the  R63fal 
"  Preacher:"    Be  not   "  ralh  with  thy 
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••  mouth,  and  let  not  thy  heart  be  hafty 
♦*  to  utter  any  thing  before  God/' 

In  another  point  (he  is  alfo  decided  i 
I  mean  as  ro  the  independency  of  her 
minifters ;  who,  "  being  ftewards  of  the 
•*  myfteries  of  God,"  derive  their  com- 
nfiifHon  from  him,  and  certainly  ought 
not  to  be  amenable  to  the  congregation 
whom  they  are  ordained  to  inftruft,  and 
from  whom  they  are  not  to  withhold  what 
js  profitable.  The  liberty  of  choofing 
their  own  inftruftors,  or,  what  is  tanta- 
mount, of  deferting  therr  parochial  church, 
if  it  be  occupied  by  a  clergyman  whofc 
xnanner  of  preaching  they  diflike,is  aflerted 
by  moft  moderate  Calvinifts ;  who,  while 
they  affeft  rcfpeft  for  the  hierarchy,  claim 
a  degree  of  licence  for  its  lay  members 
inconfiftent  with  the  regular  fubordination 
on  which  it  is  founded  5  and  degrade  a 
§)iritual  funftion,  by  judging  it  with  the 

fame 


fame  rules  of  preference  and  inclination 
as  they  apply  to  temporal  occupations. 
The  greateft  law  authority  in  this  king* 
dom  has  juft  given  a  public  opinion  on 
the  inexpedicncc  of  officiating  clergymen 
being  cleft ed  by  parochial  ballots  by 
which  means,  in  the  Brft  inftance,  a  pan(h 
is  fure  to  be  rendered  the  feat  of  conten- 
tion and  cabal. .  And  with  what  lamentable 
impediments  muft  the  fuccefsful  candi« 
date  commence  his  facred  fundtions^  in"  a 
congregation  among  whom  he  has  been 
the  engine  of  difcord  before  he  can  attempt 
to  be  the  minifter  of  peace !  Can  the  word 
of .  charity  and  holinefs  be  received  with 
doe  effeft,  by  thofe  whom  the  eager  zeal 
oi  a  popular  conteft  has  prepared  rather 
to  cavil  than  to  obey  ?  What  opintOA 
(hould  we  form  of  a  fchool,  that  recom- 
mended itfelf  to  public  attention  by  an 
aifurance  that  the  boys  fhould  be  permitted 
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to  choofe  their  inftruSors*,  and  deeixfe 
upon  the  propriety  of  rewards  and  punifli- 
ments  ?  A  congregation  eleSling  the  teacher 
who  ihall  diftribute  to  them  the  word  and 
bread  of  life,  is  notlefs  contradiftory  to  the 
ibber  notions  of  ecclefiaftical  gradation^ 
for  it  muft  be  recollefted,  that,  though 
fome  of  its  members  may  be  in  reality 
enlightened  Chriftians,  the  deciding  ma- 
jority are  ignorant,  and  confequently 
expofcd  to  the  errors  and  prejudices  of 
ignorftflCC4,,,^he  very  idea  of  needing 
inftrudion,  implies  the  unfitnefs  of  choof- 
ing  a  teacher ;  ^  if  we  already  know> 
why  do  we  aflc  to  be  taught  ?  if  we  are 
adequate  judges  of  the  degree  or  kind  of 
information  that  we  want,  we  have  ad- 
vanced beyond  the  bounds  of  pupilages 

•  Abfurd  as  this  faggcftion  muft  fecm,  it  was. 
jenoujfy  propofed  by  a  philofophiftical  reformer,  as 
a  likely  moans  of  improving  our  national  fydem  of 
edacation. 
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Befidej  muft  not  thefe  iplricual  guides^  who 
owe  their  elevation  to  their  popularity^ 
feel^  that  a  '^  breath  may  unmake  them^ 
^^  as  a  breath  has  made  ?"  and  will  they 
not  lie  under  a  (fcrong  temptation  to  aft 
like  the  feeble-minded  prophets  of  Judah^ 
when  the  people  called  upon  them  to 
"  prophecy  unto  them  fmooth  thing?*'* 
and  thus  preach  the  lying  words  of  vanity, 
inftead  of  the  law  of  God?  When  we 
Gonfider  the  manifefl:  danger  that  muft 
refult  to  faith  and  morals  from  thus  tranf- 
pofing  the  fituations  of  tuition  and  obe^ 
dience,  making  powerlcfs:  pi-ecept  depend 
on  dominating  pupilage,  we  muft  rejoice 
that  a  very  fmall  part  of  the  eftablifhment 
is  at  prefent  fubjedt  to  this  inverted  rule 
of  patronage,  and*  Cncerely  pray  that 
moderate.  Calvinifm  may  ever  want  power 
to  increafe  the  number  of  dependent  cUxm 
gymen, 
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I  wU  pafs  the  fubjeft  of  itincrancc  in 
puUic  worlhip  with  a  brief  obfcrvation  *• 
It  is  one  of  the  evils  that  arife  from  con- 
founding the  ideas  of  the  civij^  licence 
which  toleration  has  given  us,  with  our 
^iritual  freedom  as  Chriftians.  The  law 
of  England  fays,  *•  though  offices  of  high 
/*  truft  and  refponfibility  can  only  be 
^*  delegated  to  thofe  who  are  profefledly 
•^  members  of  the  eftabli(hed  church, 
**  you  are  permitted  to  worfhip  God  in 
<^  whatever  way  your  confcienee  didates, 
^*  without  fear  of  moleftation/'  The 
gofpel  enjoins  us  to  avoid  '^  herefies  and 
**  contentions}'*  it  prefcribcs  obedience 
CO  thofe  who  **  rule  over  us  in  the  Lord  ;'* 
it  bids  us  mark  thc^e  who  **  caufe  divi- 
*'  fions  among  us  ;'*  and  it  reprefents 
fchifm  as  a  moft  ferious  offence.  Wc 
may  therefore  choofe  what  teacher  we  will 

♦    This  fabje£l  is  more  copioufly  treated  in  a 
lonner  pabiication  of  the  Author's. 
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follow  t  no  pbufical  inability  prevents  vai , 
froav  (o  doing  ;  nor.is  any  temporal  penalty 
attached  to  the  ofience;  but  if  we  choofi^ 
unadvifpdly^  or  from  any  finifter  nnotivey 
we  exercife  this  freedom  at  the  peril  of 
our  own  fouls.  Wandering  from  our 
parifh  church  in  fearch  of  a'  palatable: 
preacher,  is?  perhaps  one  of  the  leaft 
culpable  methods  of  exercifing  this  fupr 
pofed  right  s  but  the  breaking  of  any* 
mental  barrier  is  like  the  letting  out  oi£ 
waters.  When  once  we  depart  from  that 
humility  and  regularity  which  we  are  ed^ 
joined  to  revere,  no  one  can  fay  at  what 
degree  of  fcepticifiti  or  fanaticilm  we  fliatt- 
finally  arrive.  .  '  . 

Thefc  w^and^rings  are: generally  juftifijcd 
on  thfc  fcorfc  ,  of :  a  .  love  of  edification* . 
When  *  the  pretence  of  edification  leads 
the  congregation  of- a  found,,  learned,  and) 
pious  ;divine^  to.  follow  thofe  who  cBftin- 
guifh   themfelves  by  the  appellation  of 
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Gofpd-prcachers,  I  confcfe  myfelf  at  a 
lofs   to    underftand  in   what  fenfc  thcjr 
^pply  this  term  j    for  it  is  well  known, 
that  thefe  orators  delight  to  expatiate  oa 
God^s  fart  of  the  covenant  of  grace  inr 
fVich  ftrong  language,  as  to  induce  a  fuf- 
picion  that  they  mean  to  reprefent  maiy 
as  a  pafllve  agent.     The  topics  on  whicfv 
they  chiefly  treat,  are  thofe  referred  to  in 
die  fecond  book  of  our  articles;  which^ 
are  rather  rendered  more  abftrufe,  than* 
explained,  by  difFufive  cxpofitions;  and 
which,  when  taught  to  unlearned  Chrif- 
tians,  ftiould  never  be  feparatcly  enforced^. 
but  delivered  as  a  whole  ^  one  tenet  limit- 
ing and  explaining  anothen.    Sermons  oF 
this  defcription  are  alfo  v^rf  apt  to  be 
myftical  and  parabolical,  fuU  of  abrupt 
tranfitions  and  rbapibdical  addrefles  to  the 
paflions  of  their  hearers  5  and  we  very  fre-. 
quently  meet  a  fcantinefs  of  moral  in* 
ibruAion^  if  not  a  fyftenoadc  exclufion  of 

the 


the  obligations  of  Chriftian  obedience, 
we  add  to  thefe  faults,  the  verbofity  and^ 
repetition    which:  diftinguifli.  thefe    ha^^ 
rangues,  wc  muft  conclude  that  they  really 
are  difficult  to  be  undeftood  by  unlearned^ 
hearers*      A     learned   divine    obferve%>* 
'*■  that  he  never  liftened  to  a  preacher  of 
*^  this  defcnption^.  without  reflcfting  how. 
"  very  diflPerent  their  manner  is  from  that 
**•  of  Chrift  and  his  Apoftles,  whofe  dif*  l 
^^  courfes  were  alio  generaUy^  addrefied  to*<' 
**-  the  mulritude."      Clearnefs, .  comprc-  ■ 
henfivenefs^  and   perfuaiive    inftrudion^: 
were  (as  might  be  expeded)  the  tokens*^. 
of  that  peculiar  infph-ation  which  accom«» 
panied  the  Divine  Founder  and  firft  pro-*^ 
mulgator$  of  our  faith;,  and  if  after  the 
lapfe  of  eighteen  centuries,  notwithftand- 
ing  the  difadvantages  which  muft  attend 
that   diflimilarity^  of    manner,    climates, 
ciiftom>  and  language,  under  which  we 

jiow  receive  the  iacred  canon^  wc  feel  our 
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hearts  burn  within  us  at  the  perufal,  what 
muft  have  been  their  power  of  afFe&ing 
thofe  to  whom  they  were  firft  addrefied  I 
Well  might  the  word  of  God  be  then 
compared  to  a  two-edged  fword^  piercing., 
the  reins  and  the  heart. 

The  embarra0fTient  which  unlearned 
preachers  evidently  feel,  when  they  at-^' 
tempt  to  makCfabftrufe  doflrines  familiar 
to  ignorant  minds,  may  tempt  one  to  fay  ' 
to  them,  "  Underftandeft  thou  what  thou 
"  teacheft  ?'*  A  favourite  topic  with  them 
is,  that  the  righteoufnefs  of  Chriil  is  im- 
puted to  the  redeemed,  and  our  fins 
to  him.  This  doftrine,  which  Dr.  Hey 
rightly  terms  wholly  inconceivable^  "  is 
**  noi  /upported  by  the  exprefs  words  of 
"  Script urCy'  and  is  a  human  refinement 
upon  the  atonement  of  Chrift,  that  great 
kcy-ftone  of  our  religion;  proceeding 
upon  the  fuppofition,  that  a  juft  God 
would  not  punifh  an  innocent  or  pardon 

a  guilty 
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a  giiilty  perfon ;  therefore;  as'  mankind 
were  all  frnnlnrs^i 'land  are  jret  forgiven ; 
and  as  Chirift^  thoiigh  perfe^lv  (potlefs, 
was  ofered  up  for  us,  he  not  only  ^^  bord 
**  our  infirmicies  and  becaine  i  curfe  for 
"  us/'.lnit  our  offences  were  aduaHy  au 
trUbned^  him,  and  our'  fpotted  gannencs 
were  not  merely  wafbed  in  his  bloody 
but  we  are  alfo  attired  in  the  robes  of 
bis  righteoufnefs.  Your  incinulte  acquaintu 
ance^  with  the  facred  volume  will  Ihew 
fou'  how  much  iiuman  fubtilty  has  re-^ 
fined  upon  the  fimplicity  of  Scripture  i 
deducing  doSttine&from  the  figurative  lan- 
guage of  ardfcnf  devotion  or  prophetical 
fervour,  which  even  go  beyond  the  glo\^- 
ing  colours  of  the  enraptured  priginaL 
The  preacher  who  enters  on  this  difS- 
cult  and  (I  conceive)  unedifying  topics 
ought  to  ppficfs  a  dfear  head,  a  Ibufild 
judgemeftt,  great' prtcifiott  of  ^^preffioni 
and  conimand  of  language,  in  order  to 
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tonvioce  his  unlettered  auditors  that  there 
is  an  unfurniouncable  difbinftion  between 
imputed  and  inherent  righteoufnefs^  and 
that'  they' may  as  eafily  difcard  the  cover- 
ing of  their  Redeemer's  merits,  as  re^ 
nounce  the  benefits. of  :his.paflion/  The 
orator  ihould  alfo  rdcolleift,  that  .when 
once  he  exceeds  the\  limit  of  Scripturci 
he  is  in  danger  of  approaching  the  con- 
fines of  blafpheniy.;  and  that  while  he 
exalts  the  humility  of  the  Lamb  of  Gody 
he  mud  alfo  remember  that  he  waa  9 
holy,  undefiled,.  and  fpotlefs  iacrifiee.  In 
Ipeaking  of  do6trines  above  our  compre^ 
kenfions,.  the  language  of  Scripture 
ihould  be  preferred.^  and  though,  this 
authorizes  us  to  fay  the  '^  Lord  our. 
tighteoufnefs,!'  fureJy  we  exceed  our  war*- 
rant  when  we  affirm  that  his  perfonal 
obedience  is  attributed  to  us.  Chriil 
ii  made  unto  us ,  ^*  wifdom/'  as  well  aa 
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"  rrghtcoufncfs  * :"  does  this  text  audi<>^ 
nzc  us  to  claim  the  omnifcience  of  our 
Saviour  ?  I  (hould  anfweri  in  the  fame 
ienfe  as  it  does  his  holine^. 

Our  Church  has  not  admitted  this  ideas 
of  imputation  into  her  offices^  or  articles^ 
Dr.  Hey,  in  explaining  the  fentence,. 
**  accounted  righteous  before  God,,"  dif- 
tinguifhcs  between  being  "  accounted,'* 
and  "  being  made  righteous  f  •"  It  is  a 
leading  idea  in  many  devotional  trails 
<;ompofed  as  preparatory  to  the  Sacra* 
ment;  but  is  not  admitted  into  the  found 
and  mafterly  compofition  of  Bifliop  Wil- 
&n  on  that  fubjed.  It  was  much  ampli- 
fied in  the  works  of  the  late  Mr.  James 
Hervey,  who  Ihould  rather  be  termed  a. 
iei>otional  poet  than  an  injirullive  divine.. 
Indeed,  it  is  more  like  a  poetical  idea. 

•  I  ft  Corinthians^  i  ft  chapter,  30th  yerfe*. 
f  Hey's  Leftures,  vol.  3d,  page  a68. 

tha!% 
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than  an  article  of  belief;  and,  though  it 
may  warm  an  ardent  imagination,  fcems 
incapable  of  practical  application.  When 
united  with  the  Calviniftic  dodrine  of 
election,  it  is  extremely  dangerous,  tend- 
ing to  confirm  fpiritual  fclf-fufficiency, 
and  all  the  extravagance  of  religious 
frenzy.  To  know  that  our  Bleflfed  Lord 
fufFered  to  redeem  us,  muft  fufficiently 
infpire  abhorrence  of  fin,  and  gratitude  to 
the  Redeemer,  without  entertaining  thofb 
confufing  notions  of  alternate  imputation 
which  confound  every  idea  of  identity 
and  refponfibility;  When  Jefus  poured/ 
forth,  his  blood  upon  the  crofs, .  he  did  aa. 
adion  highly  acceptable  to  his  Heavenly 
Father,  and  was  no  mort  guilty  than  the- 
pardoned'  thief  became  innocent  by  our 
Saviour's  promifing  to  admit  him  into  Pa- 
radife.  Omnipotence  has  no  power  over 
the  faft.  Sini  once  committed  cannot  be . 
unperformed*  The  penitent  was  for- 
given, 
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given,  on  account  of  his  extraordinary 
faith  in  the  great  adt  of  expiation  which 
he  was  admitted  to  witnefs,  and  enabled 
10  difcern.  In  the  language  of  Scripture, 
'^  his  robes  were  wafhed  in  the  blood  of 
^  the  Lanrib  j'.'  but  it  is  in  his  own  robes 
oi  inherent  righteoufnefs  that  Chrift  pleads 
for  us  at  the  mercy-feat  of  God  *. 

Another  favourite  praftice  of  thcfe 
preachers  is>  to  introduce  a  philippic 
againft  morality,  under  the  term  of  "  the 
**  filthy  rags  of  our  own  righteoufnefs/* 
This  metaphorical  expreflion  is  adopted 
from  the  Prophet  Ifaiah,  who  was  then 
lamenting  the  grofs  corruption  and  ap* 


•  There  is  a  text  in  Revelations  which  feems  to 
difprove  the  tenet  of  imputed  righteoufnefs ;  but  I 
fpeak  as  an  Englifh  reader  ignorant  of  the  original 
language:  it  occurs  in  the  19th  chapter,  8th  verfe, 
where  the  heavenly  fpoufe  (or  the  Church)  is  de- 
fcribed  as  attired  "  in  tlie  righteoufnefs  of  tlae 
"  Saints." 

'  proaching. 
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proaching  diffolution  of  the  JewifhChurcfrr 
By  comparing  the  6th  vcrfe  of  the  64th* 
chapter,  with  the  57th  and  58th  chapters^ 
we  fhall  find,,  that  the  Jews  called  thcf 
outward  ceremonial  obfervances  of  the 
law  by  the  name  of  rightcoufnefs,  and*-8 
expefted  juftification  from  fafts  and  facri- 
fices,  while  they  went  on  in  the  praftice  of 
erery  atrocious  wickednefs  *.  Well  might 
the  prophet,  in  his  penitentiary  addrefles  to» 
Heaven,  call  fuch  obedience  by  the  nanie 
of  "  filthincfs ;"  and  all  his  earned  expof- 
tulation«  "  to  put  away  the  evil  of  their 
"  doings,  to  ceafe  to  do  evil,  to  learn  to 
^^  do  well,**  dearly  point  out  that  he  had 
no  intention  to  decry  moral  chjervance^ 
If  the  context  were  regarded,  the  text 
might  be  ufed  as  an  admonition  to  diofe 
who  negled  their  duties,  and  their  honeft 
callings,    to    liHen  to   florid  unedifying, 

^  &e  alfo  the  iH:  chapter  of  Ifaiah.. 

harangues 


liarangu^.  When  this  quotation  is  in« 
troduced  without  any  explanation  of  the 
ienfe  in  which  it  (hould  be  applied^  it 
may  be  called  a  declamation  againft  all 
the  ibcial  virtues ;  and,  inftead  of  being 
in  efibrt  to  fave  fouls  from  Satan,  is  in« 
deed  an  attempt  to  extend  his  empire. 

They  who  wifli  to  have  their  offences 
cxcufedi  rather  than  eradicated,  are  often 
allured  from  their  regular  minifter  by  the 
exonerating  explanations  of  thole  who  en- 
large the  doftrine,  that  man  has  no  power 
•*  to  come  to  God  unlefs  he  is  drawn  by 
^  him  *,*^  till  they  utterly  abolifli  human 
ceiponfibiHty,     That  we  are  **  unable  of 
"  ourfeives  to  help  ourfelvcs,**  is  a  truth 
which  even  the  dim  light  of  natural  reli- 
^on  discovered.     "  In  God  we  live,  and 
"  move,  and  have  our  being.''     On  God 
we  depend  for  health,  life,  profpcrity,  and 

•  See  Remarks  on  ihe  JLambeth  Attlckf,  Letter. 
Ae  5tk. 

undcrftanding. 
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unfjerftanding.  But  as  in  our  oifiunl 
life  our  depcndance  on  the  Deity  does  mot 
fuperfede  human  exertion^  b  in  our  fpi-r 
ritual  cxiftence  our  beft  endeavours  nuift 
co-operate  with  the  divine  influence* 
To  fay  that  *^  we  are  unable  of  ourfelve^ 
.  to  help  ourfeives^"  is  a  devout  acknow- 
ledgement of  the  dependance  of  crea- 
tures who  feel  that  the  powers  of  motion 
and  reflexion  depend  upon  the  will  of 
the  Creator  $  who  can  in  an  inQ:ant 
fpfpend  the  operation  of  every  an^al 
funddon  or  mental  organ,  as  ejifily  as  he 
can  interrupt  the  ordinary  routine  of 
inert  nature.  But  becaufe  miracles  have 
ibmetimes  h^appened,  we  are  not  to  C5r- 
pe£t  their  frequent  recurrence  in  the  na-*' 
tur^l  world  ;  nor  becaufe  there  have  been 
Angular  interpofitions  of  divine^.  grace,' 
and  extraordinary  converfiiDns^  ire  we  ali* 
lowed  "  to  dafli  our  foot  againft  a  fl:one,'' 
in  expeftadon  of  angelical  interference; 

nor 
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flor  to  **  tempt  Ae  Lord  our  God/*  in 
aflfunmce  that  he  will  draw  us  into  die 
fold  of  fiuth. 

The  manner  4a  whkh  divine  prefcience 
influences  hiiman  free  will>  is  an  undif-* 
c<^ered  myfterjr,  to  which  probabljr 
Dur  prefent  faculties  are  not  equal ;  but 
no  one  ever  omitted  a  duty,  or  yielded 
to  a  yi)ce>  mjiiQut  feeling  that  they  had  a 
f»%oer  of  ob/erving  the  commandmentj  or 
avoiding  the  tranfgreflion.  When  a  ioiiaa'^ 
underftanding  is  io  far  enlightened  as  to 
know  his  duty,  he  may  certainly  be  faid 
to  be  drawn  of  God.  A  fuperior  inteU 
left  m^y' perhaps  poffefs  fufficient  acute- 
nefs  to  difcover  a  difference  betw^een  that 
fore-knowledge  whLch  difcerns,  and  that 
which  prqpelsj  and  may  alfo  perceive  that 
they  fe^I  in  th^mfelves  that  powor  tof 
choofipg  wihiciTi  is  an  indiCpurable  evidence 
of  the  juftiqft  of  ^God»  Such  perlbns  may 
iu?t  fw|d  it  4»flgW©B*  to  jjdifc  tfieit  iDr- 

quiries 
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quirics  into  thefc  fubtilc  (aiid  we  mui 
add  unprofitable)  ifpeculations ;  but  th 
edification  of  a  popular  audience  cannc 
be  promoted,  by  confining  their  inftruc 
tion  to  the  obvious  truth,  that  they  ca 
neither  ierve  God  nor  Man  unlefs  Go 
enables  them  fo  to  do.  Hiis  dodrin 
(which  is  but  another  way  of  faying,  tha 
we  can  neither  walk  nor  breathe  withou 
Almighty  permiffion)  (hould  always  b 
coupled  with  an  afTurance,  that  God  en 
ables  all  who  are  fuicerely  defirous  of  i 
doing  **  to  work  out  their  own  falvation, 
or  we  refer  our  own  perverfe  courfes  t 
the  Author  of  our  exiftence,  and  mak 
the  holy,  wife,  and  juft  God  culpable  fo 
our  wilful  reprobation.  For,  if  we  had  n 
power  to  do  right,  how  can  we  be  faid  t 
do  wrong  ?  or  how  are  we  refponfiblc  fo 
the  mifufe  of  a  talent  that  we  never  poJ 
fefled  ?  Surely  the  perverfenefs  of  humai 
nKure  cannot  be  more  ftrongly  jfhewn 
-  .*  tha 


\ 
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than  by  thus  turning  the  omnipotence  of 
God  into  a  cloak  for  fin.  If  our  op^ 
poncnts  plead  Scripture  in  fupport  of  theip 
opinions,  we  nmuft  here,  as  in  6thcr  cafes^ 
bid  them  look  at  the  whole  Scripture;  for^ 
in  order  to  prevent  this  truth  from  being 
pufhed  into  a  dangerous  extreme,  it  ia 
fenced  in  by  every  moral  precept  an4 
perfuafive  to  holinefs,  which  uniformly 
admit  the  free  agency  of  man,  by  fup- 
pofing  him  capable  of  "  choofing  good 
**  and  refufing  evil." 

Our  abfolute  dependence  upon  God, 
both  for  fpiritual  and  temporal  good,  is; 
inculcated  to  give  ardour  to  our  devotion 
and  fpirituality  to  our  thoughts ;  not  to' 
palfy  the  efforts  of  piety,  virtue,  and  in- 
duflry.  Saving  grace  is  given  to  all  who 
implore  it  j  and  they  who  know  this,  yet 
do  not  afk  for  this  blcfling,  '*  refill  the 
**  Spirit  of  God,"  and  deferve  the  con- 
demnation which  will  be  their  portion. 

VOL.  II,  c  Connefted 
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Connefted  with  the  preceding  doftrinci^ 
are  the  favourite  methodiftical  tenets,  that 
Chrift  has  done  all  for  us,  and  that  the 
human  heart  is  utterly  depraved.  This 
laft  doftrine  is  iaid  to  be  the  fQund^tion 
of  humility;  but  hunciility  .is  defcribed  as 
thinking  "  foberly'*  of  itfelf ;  and  furely, 
to  fuppofe  ourfelves  utterly  vile  and  dia- 
bolical cannot  confift  with  fobriciy  of 
judgement ;  for  from  fuch  a  corrupt  tree 
good  fruit  cannot  be  expecjted.  Hu- 
mility is  founded  on  a  .confide^ation  of 
our  own  individual  demerits,  and  not  on 
the  weaknefe-or.imperfeflion  of  the  ord^* 
of  cre^tqre^  jto  which  we  belong.  But, 
left  ypu  Ihould  fufped:  the  validity  of  my 
unauthoriftd  opinion,  .1  will  fandion  my 
fcndnients  by  the  introdudion  of  ajuftly- 
venerated  name.  ^'  It  is  no  a£l  of  hu- 
**  miliation,"  fays  Bilhop  Taylor,  *^  to 
"  confefs  5  crime  that  all  the  wo-ld  are 
"  equally  guilty  pf,  that  could  pot  have 

/  ^^  been 


^*  been  avoided  by  our  timelieft  induftrjr, 
•*  and  that  ferves  for  fo  many  ends  in  the 
*'  cxcufe  and  minoration  of  our  aftual 
•*  inipieties  5  fo  that,  as  Diogenes  trampled 
**  upon  the  pride  of  Plato  with  a  greater 
•'  faftuoufnefs  and  humourous  oftenta-^ 
"  tion,  fo  do  we  with  original  fin,  de-^ 
^*  claim  againft  it  bitterly,,  to  fave  the 
**  other  harmlefsj  and  arc  free  in  the 
*'  publication  of  this,  that  we  may  be  in- 
"  ftrufted  to  conceal  the  adtual.  We 
^'  charge  our  guilt  upon  Adam,"  con- 
tinues he,  "  to  leflen  the  imputation  upoa 
"  us,  or  to  increafe  the  licence  or  the 
"  confidence  j  when  every  one  of  us  is 
'*  the  Adam,  the  man  of  fin,  and  the 
f^  parent  of  our  own  impurities ;  what- 
^*  ever  mifchief  Adam  did  to  us,  we  da 
^^  more  to  ourfelves*."  It  will  fcarceljr 
be  infinuated,  that  Jeremy  Taylor  wag 

«  li&  of  Chriil,  pages  37  sud  38. 
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infedled  with  the  Pelagian  herefy  j  that  he 
infifted  on  the  doftrine  of  felf-juftication, 
or  doubted  the  neceflity  of  a  Saviour. 
But  he  lived  in  tinnes  which  afforded 
mod  lamentable  examples  of  the  efFefts 
of  pulhing  fcriptural  dodrines  too  farj^ 
an  error  which  the  primitive  reformers 
unqueftionably  fell  into,  in  their  zeal  for 
oppofing  the  Romifli  doftrine  of  man's 
merits,  which  at  that  age  was  generally 
"underftood  to  mean  fuch  fuperftitious 
fervices  and  obfervances  as  bore  a  near 
refcmblance  to  what  the  prophet  Ifaiah 
juftly  decried  in  his  admonitions  to  the 
corrupted  church  of  IfraeL  But,  as  juf- 
tification  by  faith,  if  it  be  inforced  with- 
out its  correlative  reilriftion,  of  the  ne- 
ceflity of  good  works^  muft  inculcate  An- 
tinomian  licentioufnefe ;  fo  if  the  preacher 
infifts  on  human  corruption,  further  than 
.to  convince  his  hearers  of  the  neceflity  of 
a  Saviour  ^nd  a  Sandlifier,  he  gives  them 

an 
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an  excttje  for  their  fins,  inftead  of  a  motive 
to  vanquifli  them.  It  is  true,  many  paf- 
fages  in  Scripture  defcribe,  in  vivid  co- 
lours, the  taint  which  mankind  received  by 
the  fall  of  their  anceftor  5  but  it  is  likewife 
true,  that  the  fame  Scripture  as  ftrongly 
and  clearly  reprefents  every  individual 
offender  as  the  author  of  his  own  deftruc- 
tion,  and  the  vidtim  of  his  own  vices. 
Are  we  then  to  employ  Scripture  to  com- 
bat Scripture,  and  thus  engage  the  mem- 
bers of  Chrift  in  eternal  controverfy  ? 
No  J  furely  thefe  fcemingly  oppofite  paf- 
fages  were  inferted  in  the  facred  volume 
to  preferve  us  from  falling  into  extremes  of 
opinion.  A  text  that  aflerts  our  free 
agency,  is  intended  to  be  our  barrier 
againft  believing  abfolute  predeftination  ; 
and  we  can  have  no  ftronger  proof, 
that  we  muft  not  take  the  "  defperate 
"  wickednefs  of  man"  in  its  ftrongeft 
fcnfe,  than  the  aflurance  that  we  are  ca- 

c  3  pable 
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pable  of  "  becoming  good  and  faithful 
"  fervants  of  God.*' 

In  the  heat  of  controverfy  (as  I  before 
obfervcd),  many  of  our  great  reformers 
made  ufe  of  expreffions,  which  even  the 
bold  figures  of  oriental  imagery  fcarcely 
juftified  them  in  adopting.  I  can  no 
where  find  in  holy  writ,  that  at  the  fall 
"  Adam  loft  the  image  of  God,  and  be- 
•'  came  the  image  of  the  Devil;  that, 
•*  inftead  of  the  citizen  of  Heaven, .  he 
"  became  the  bond-flave  of  Hell,  having 
*'  in  himfelf  no  one  part  of  his  former 
*'  purity  and  cleannefs,  but  being  aire- 
*  gether  fpottcd  and  defiled;  infomuch 
•*'  that  he  now  feemed  to  be  nothing  but 
a  lump  of  fin,  and  therefore,  by  the 
juft  judgement  of  God,  was  condemned 
to    everlafting  death*."     If  this  de- 
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•  Homily  on  Salvation.  In  reading  controverfiai 
works,  we  fhould  carefully  dillinguifh  between  rhe- 
toric and  argument, 
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fcription  refer  to  the  natural  individual 
Adam,  it  is  mod  certainly  contradidted 
by  Scripture,  where  the  father  of  the 
human  race  is  reprefcnted  as  a  finnei*, 
but  as  a  reprieved  contrite  finner,  de- 
pending upon  the  divine  promife*,  full 
of  hope  in  the  God  who  had  puniffied 
him,  and  favoured  (as  we  may  infer  from 
the  4th  of  Genefis,  14th  verfe)  with 
Jfecial  manifeffiatlons  of  the  Deity.  And 
flnce  Scripture  has  no  where  told  us  what 
Was  the  final  fate  of  this  eminent  offender, 
with  whom  the  covenant  of  mercy  was 
firft  made,  it  is  highly  indecorous  in  us 
to  prefumeto  explain  "  Death**  in  any 
Other  than  its  temporal  fenfe.  Rather 
let  us  hope  that,  like  all  his  redeemed 
offspring,  the  firft  Adarti  will  be  made 
alive  by  the  fecond. 

f  Obfcrvc  the  games  of  hii  childrenr 
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If  Adam  be  fpoken  of  metaphorically 
in  the  above  paflage,  as  the  reprefentative 
of  mankind,  we  have  Scripture  proof  that 
even  the  grofs  corruption  and  extreme 
wickednefs  of  the  antediluvian  world  did 
not  efface  the  image  of  God  in  man*# 
The  "  rigbteoufnefs'^  of  Abel  is  acknow- 
ledged by  an  apoftlef  j  and  of  Enoch  it  is 
cxprefsly  faid,  that  ^'  he  plcafcd  God  J/^ 
If  it  be  urged,  that  it  was  faith  which 
entitled  thefe  worthies  to  this  exalted 
eulogium,  my  argument  is  not  weakened ; 
for  I  confider  faith  as  a  virtue  which  is 
produced  by  our  co-operating  with  the 
grace  of  God,  and  not  an  extraneous  qua- 
lity forcibly  fuperinduced  into  a  paffivc 
machine  by  an  over-ruling  power.  Is  it 
not  clierging  God  foolifhly,  when  we  give 
thefe  dark  colourings  to  human  nature  ? 

•  Genefis,  9th  chap.  6th  verfe* 
f  Hebrews,  nth  chap,  verfe  4thrf 
J  Ibid,  vcrfe  jtL 

for 
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for  if  man  be  To  utterly  vile  and  diabolical, 
has  hot  God  been  partial  in  excluding 
Satan  and  his  rebel  hoft  from  the  fojjibi^ 

m 

lity  of  falvation  ?  Why  iare  they  refer ved 
in  chains  and  darknefs  to  the  judgement 
of  the  great  day,  and  man  permitted  to 
rejoice  in  the  mercies  of  a  Saviour  ? 

The  guilt  of  felf-righteoufnefs,  Cannot 
be  charged  upon  the  belief  that  God  has 
given  us  a  nature  capable  of  obeying  him, 
or  in  affirming  that,  notwithftanding  our 
hereditary  debafement,  it  is  ftill  pofliblc 
for  us  fo  to  do  i  for,  whether  this  power 
of  ferving  God  be  derived  from  nature, 
or  from  the  affifting  grace  of  God,  the 
glory  is  ftill  his,  as  he  is  our  Creator  and 
Sanftifier.  The  moft  ofFenfive  Ipecies  of 
felf-righteoufnefs  muft  be  incurred  by  at- 
tributing to  ourfelvcs  what  we  deny  to  our 
fellow-creatures ;  and  believing  that  wd 
are  the  chofen  veflcls,  into  which  God's 
Ipiritual    bleffings    are    largely   poured ; 

c  5  while 
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while  others,  though  their  external  con- 
duft  feems  as  pious  and  correft  as  our 
own,    are  reprobated    as   formalifts  and* 
flaves  of  perdition; 

We  may  call  upon  Calvinifts,  and 
Senmi-Calvinifts,  to  explain  how  they  can 
cxpeft  the  Chriftian  grace  of  hunmility  will 
fpring  out  of  a  foil  that  tends  to  engender 
thofe  excufcs  for  fin  which  prevent  the 
fenfe  of  contrition.  I  cannot  be  hunnbled 
by  the  recoUeftion  of  fins  which  I  could 
not  avoid ;  but  if,  knowing  that  I  was 
•'  made  a  little  lower  than  the  angels," 
and  intended  to  be  **  crowned  with  glory 
*'  and  worfliip,"  I  have  fold  "  myfclf  to 
"  work  all  unclqannefs  with  greedinefs,'* 
I  am  indeed  felf-degraded,  and  muft 
feem  vile  in  my  own  eyes.  "  The  con- 
'*  fcflion  of  original  fin,"  fays  the  venc* 
rable  prelate  whom  I  have  juft  quoted, 
^'.is  no  imitation  of  Chrift's  humility  in 

"  fu6fering 
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^*  fuffering  circumcifion  **r  but  too  often 
*'  an  aft  of  pride,  carelefsncfsy  and  fe- 
**  curity.'* 

You  fee  that  in  the  opinion  of  this  truly 
tfvangelical  author,  it  is  dangerous,   in- 
ftead  of  edifying,  to  inculcate  a  belief  of 
original^  without  endeavouring  to  awakci> 
the  confcience  to  a  fenfe  of  a£lual  depra- 
vity.    The  divines  of  our  Church  mufl:^  . 
if   they   conform   to   her   doftrines   and 
officesy    teach    their    flock,    that,    with 
power  to  ftand  upright,  man  has  a  natural 
propenGty  to  fall  j  but  the  concioufriefs  of 
this  weaknefs  (hould  make  us  fly  to  the 
mercies  of  Him  for  whofe  fake  imperfedt 
obedience  will  be  accepted,  if  it  be  the 
willing  fervice  of  a  fincere  mind  5    but 
fince  we  are  unable  even  to  do  this  of 
ourfelves,  we  fliould,  "  by  diligent  and  fer- 
**  vent  prayer,"  implore  that  "  fpecial" 

*  Life  of  Ch  rift,  pige  39.    Bilhop  Taylor  is  then 
meditating  on  Chrift's  circumcifion. 

C  Q  /  W 
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or  peculiar  grace  which  will  make  u& 
**  continually  given  to  all  good  works  " 
which  fupplications  we  are  encouraged  to 
ofFer  by  the  aflurance  that  God  "  is  ever 
•'  more  ready  to  hear  than  we  to  pray/' 
This  view  of  human  agency,  and  divine 
afliftance,  correfponds  .with  experience, 
and  is  fanftioned  by  Scripture.  Every 
terror  or  uneafmefs  which  wicked  men 
feel  when  they  commit  fin,  tells  them  that 
they  might  have  avoided  the  crime  at 
which  they  ftiudder  to  look  back  i  they 
are  alfo  proofs,  that  even  in  its  moft 
faulty  copies  human  nature  retains  fome 
remnant  of  its  original  purity ;  and  that 
when  we  break  through  the  barriers  of 
confcience,  we  participate  in  the  guilt,  as 
well  as  in  the  punifhment  of  Adam ;  who 
like  ourfclves  was  "  free  to  ftand  or  fall,'* 
though^it  is  fuppofed  that  his  inclinations 
did  not  fo  powerfully  incline  him  to  evil, 
aor  did  his  paflions  rife  in  fuch  ftrong  oppo* 
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fitioA  to  his  intelleflual  faculties.  Rrerfi 
exhortation  in  the  New  Tcftamcnt  which 
enjoins  us  "  to  make  our  calling  and 
**  eleftion  fure,"  to  walk  "  worthy  of 
*'  the  vocation  whereunto  we  are  called,'* 
and  "  to  ftrive  for  the  prize  of  ogr  high 
**  calling  which  is  in  Chrift  Jefus,"  alike 
proves  the  mixed  nature  of  man,  and  that 
the  merits  of  Chrift  will  only  be  applied 
to  thofe  who  do  not  refift  the  Spirir  of 
God. 

The  extravagant  expreflions  by  which 
Calviniftic  teachers  difguft  fober  hearers, 
and  captivate  or  aftonilh  weak  minds, 
often  proceed  from  an  injudicious  imita- 
tion or  erroneous  application  of  fcrip- 
tural  phrafeology.  Allegorical  allu(ions, 
types,  and  parables,  formed  a  mode  of 
inftruftion  which  was  ufcd  by  our  Lord 
with  remarkable  clear nefs  and  effeft.  It 
was  peculiarly  fuited  to  the  cuftoms  of 
Eaftern  nations^  but  our  great  diflimilarity 

in 
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in  manners  renders  the  propriety  of  flmi- 
lar  apologues  in  this  kingdon>  queftion* 
able ;  I  mean  as  a  popular  rrrethod  of  in- 
ftruding  the  ignorant  -,  for  there*  can  be 
no  doubt  of  the  fuitability  of  appofitc 
allulion,  and  pidurefque  fimilitude,  when 
we  addrefs  our  difcourfes  to  thofe  who  are 
competently  informed.  Whenever  the 
allegojical  and  figurative  ftyle  is  adopted, 
peripicuity,  precifion,  and  appropriate- 
nefs,  are  indifpenfable,  efpecfally  when  it 
is  applied  to  a  paflage  of  Scripture;  other- 
wife  the  text  is  darkened,  not  elucidated, 
by  the  defigned  explanation.  A  volume 
of  fermons  lies  before  me,  fronii  which  I 
will  quote  an  inftance  of  what  I  call  drain- 
ed fimilitude  and  perverted  allegory,— 
The  author  fancies  that  at  the  remarkable 
appearance  of  the  Almighty  which  is  re* 
corded  in  the  nineteenth  chapter  of  the 
firft  book  of  Kings,  ''  the  fmall  ftill 
<«  voice"  in  which  God  only  was  to  be 

found 
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found  was  an  emblem  of  the  virtue  of  hu- 
mility ;  and  that  ftorms  and  tempefts, 
earthquakes  and  lightnings,  were  the 
anti- types  of  moral  commotions,  blufter- 
ing  paflions,  and  political  revolutions, 
becaufe  thefe  latter  were  brought  about 
by  the  agency  of  the  prince  of  the  power 
of  the  air.  This  is  imaginanon,  not  /»- 
firuSlion.  Who  can  grow  wifer  or  better, 
by  liftening  to  fuch  reverie$  ? 

It  is  moft  certain,  that  the  coming  of 
our  blefled  Lord,  and  the  great  events  of 
his  life,  were  typified  by  many  analogous 
events  that  are  recorded  in  the  old  tcfla- 
ment.  This  fimilitude  was  intended  as  a 
preparatory  mode  of  inftruftion,  to  fit 
the  Jews  for  the  appearance  of  the  Mefliah. 
It  is  obferved,  that  Chriftianity  makes  no 
ufe  of  types,  becaufe  it  leads  to  no  future 
difpcnfation.  A  ftrong  fancy,  when  it  is 
not  reftrained  by  an  equally  found  judge- 
ment, may  multiply  refemblanccs  between 

the 
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the  Old  and  New  Teftamcnt,  or,  what  is 
ftill  more  prejudicial,  between  the  impor- 
tant events  which  they  record,  and  the 
common  incidents  of  life ;  till  what  was 
in  itfelf  ferious  and  awful  becomes  ludi- 
crous, and  a  theme  for  prophane  wit. 
**  Leftures  on  Scripture  Charafters"  ap- 
pear to  me  not  wholly  (rcc  from  the  cen- 
fure  of  overftrained  allufion,  or  from  the 
charge  of  fentimental  refinements  on  the 
noble  fimplicity  of  holy  writ.  When  the 
humour  of  typifying  and  allegorizing  is 
unreftrained  by  learning  or  genius,  the 
confequences  are  moil  lamentable;  for 
Scripture  is  thus  converted  into  a  bye-word 
of  reproach  among  the  profligate.  We 
fliould  refleft,  that  though  fantaftical 
hearers  always  think  that  fermon  the  beft 
which  they  can  leaft  underftand,  it  is  //»- 
fojftble  that  they  can  be  edified  by  what 
they  cannot  comprehend.  What  imagi- 
nation can  figure   to  itfelf  any  idea  of 

Death 


41 

Death  and  H^U  conquered,  as  being  one 
of  the  dilhes  that  fliall  be  fervcd  up  "  at 
"  the  feaft  of  fet  things,"  which  the  pro* 
phet  Ifaiah  mentions  as  prepared  by  God 
for  his  chofen  people  ?  Who  can  fuppofe, 
that  Abigail  falling  at  the  feet  of  David, 
prefigured  Mary  anointing  the  feet  of 
Chrifts  or,  that  the  two  thieves  between 
whom  Chrift  was  crucified  were  types  of 
Lucifer  and  Adam  ? 

I  once  queftioned  a  rather  intelligent 
perfon  in  low  life,  refpeding  the  purport 
of  a  difcourfe  which  had  been  jufl  de- 
livered by  a  clergyman  who  afiefted  to  be 
diftinguilhed  as  a  Gofpel  preacher.  I- 
was  told,  that  they  were  ordered  to  ^*  kick 
**  away  the  thorns  and  briars  which  lay  in 
**  their,  road  to  Heaven.'*  1  inquired 
whether  thefe  thorns  and  briars  were  fup« 
pofed  to  mean  their  cares,  their  forrows, 
or  their  fins  j  and  was  anfwcred,  that  the 
gentleman  "  did  not  tell  them  what  they 
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**  were/'  This  is  a  proof,  that  whoever 
admits  thefe  forts  of  decorations,  Ihould 
take  care  that  the  comprehenjton  of  their 
hearers  keeps  pace  with  the  fallies  of  their 
own  imaginations. 

I  (hall  here  perhaps  be  told,  that  the 
holy  Spirit  will  affift  the  influence  of  the 
word  of  Gody  and  caufe  it  to  operate  ort 
the  heart  and  life  of  the  true  berrcvcr,  I 
anfwer,  that  fmce  the  miracles  which" 
eftablifhed  Chriftianity  have  ceafed,  the 
method  by  which  God  feeks  to  convince 
us  of  facred  truths  is  by  an  appeal  to  our 
underftandings.  The  fenfible  and  appa- 
rent influences  .of  the  Holy  Ghofl:,  are  a? 
favourite  theme  with  Calvinifliic  teachers. 
That  the  Divine  Comforter  afllfl:s  all  true 
worfhippers,  is  a  certain  and  mofl:  confo- 
latory  truth  j  but  that  we  can  difl:inguillT 
his  workings  from  the  ordinary  fiaggef- 
cions  crf*our  awn  minds,,  is  an  unwarrantable 
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inference^.  Dr.  Law,  prcbendarj^  of 
Carlifle,  in  a  fermon  on  the  Limits  of  our 
Inquiries,  obferves — "  Much  perplexity 
V  and  infidelity  have  refulted  from  too 
minute  inveftigation,  eipecially  of  three 
points,  which  reafon  muft  ever  in  vain 
^  attempt  to  refolve:  Firft,  concerning 
the  influence  and  operation  of  the  Holy 
Spirit.  *  The  Comforter,'  fays  Chrift, 
**  is  to  abide  with  ye  for  ^ver/  "  Yet 
^*  is  there  no  paffage  in  fcripture  which, 
when  fairly  interpreted^  will  afford  any 
countenance  to  the  opinions  of  thoft 
who  pretend  to  a  fenfiblc  experience  of 
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*  The  venerated  name  tj(  Gifborne  fan^ons  the 
above  afFertiQn.  In  a  fermon  on  Religions  Comfort 
he  feverely  arraigns  the  methodiflical  tenet  above  re- 
ferred to,  and  alks,  "'Where  is  your  warrant  to 
"  place  yoor  confidence  on  an  inward  feeling ;  to 
**  regard  an  indeterminate  impulfe  as  an  impreilion 
•'  from  the  Moly  Ghoft,  as  a  token  and  feal  of  for- 
•'  giveneis  ?'* 

*'  the 
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**  the  Spirit,  an  irrefiftible  impulfe,  an 
*'  immediate  converfioHj  and  who  at- 
**  tempt  to  point  out  the  exaft  line  of 
*'  partition  between  human  efforts  and 
"  divine  illumination.  This  fpecies  of 
•*  ignorance  our  Saviour  fcems  to  inti- 
"  mate  in  his  difcourfe  with  Nicodemus^ 
*'  The  wind  bloweth  where  it  lifteth,  and 
*'  ye.  hear  the  found  thereof,  but  cannot 
**  tell  whence  it  comenth,  nor  whither  it 
"  goeth  :  fo  is  every  man  that  is  born  of 
'*  the  Spirit*.** 

.    The 

•  It  is  very  evident,  that  the  Apoftlcs  and  Pro- 
phets were  fenfible  of  infpiration;  but  the  above 
obfervations  only  extend  to,  thofe  ordinary  gifts  of 
the  Spirit  which  are  promifed  to  all  Chriilians: 
fuch  as  enable  us  to  bring  forth  the  fruits  of  £iith> 
and  to  fccure  our  individual  falvation ;  not  fuch  as 
gave  the  founders  of  our  religion  power  to  convert 
hoathen  nations,  and  to  fpread  the  knowledge  of  the 
Lord  6ver  all  the  earth. 

By  the  continual  fuperintendance  of  the  Spirit^ 
tiie  (acrsd  penmen  were  furnilhed,  in  the  gofpels,  in 

the 
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The  other  points,  on  which  this  learned 
divine  cenfures  the  folly  of  too  minute 
inquiry,  are,  attempting  to  reconcile  hu-r 
man  liberty  with  God's  foreknowledge, 
sand  the  myftery  of  the  Trinity, 

We  muft  regret,  that  the  defire  of  being 
wife  above  what  is  written,  Ihould  induce 
many  well-meaning  people  to  perplex 
themfelves,  by  endeavouring  to  difcovcr 
the  manner  in  which  this  myfterious  fimi- 
fitude  to  a  rufhing  wind  afts  upon  the 
human  heart.  •  No  fubjeft  has  afforded  an 
ampler  field  for  ridicule,  than  thofe  pre- 
tenfions  which  go  under  the  name  of  calls, 
experiences,  and  converfions,  and  which 

the  doctrinal  parts  of  the  epillles,  and  in  the  pro* 
phecies  which  they  delivered^  with  that  meafure  Of 
infpiration  which  the  nature  of  the  fubjeft  required ; 
To  as  to  render  their  writings  an  infallible  ftandard  of 
Chriftian  ^th.  As  chofen  minifters  of  the  grace  of 
God,  their  adions  alfo  yitx^  governed  by  a  more  im- 
mediate and  over-rulinjg  providence^  than  others  can 
prefnme  to  expert. 

""      arc 
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arc  fo  frequent  among  enthufiafts  5  and 
though  I  cannot  allow,  that  even  fanati- 
ciftn,  when  really  accompanied  by  finceri- 
tyy  is  a  proper  fubjedt  for  ridicule,  I  can- 
not afcribe  any  merit  to  the  wounded  feel- 
ings of  thofe  who  may  rather  be  faid  to 
provoke  obloquy  by  their  abfurdity,  than 
to  fufFer  perfecution  for  their  piety,  Thit 
is  not  enduring  the  crofs  as  a  difciple  of 
Jefus  Chrift,  but  Jnatcbing  at  it  like  a 
partizan  of  Swift'b  Jack.  Whoever  ap- 
peals to  his  inward  feelings,  removes  the 
matter  in  debate  from  the  jurifdiftion  of 
reafon,  and  leaves  it  wholly  dependant  on 
bis  own  veracity.  Let  him  take  care  that 
his  charafter  will  endure  the  tcrutinj" 
which  his  afi«6lation  of  fuperior-fmftitjr 
provokes.  Let  him  remember  too,  that 
he  is  not  now  contending  for  the  great 
truchs  of  the  gofpel,  in  which  difputc  he 
would  be  fupported  by  Scripture,  hxit 
Sibcur,  an  inward  confcioufnefs  reipefting 

which 
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^hich  Scripture   is  ftlent^    or  (judging 

from  the  acknowledgement  of  the  great 

^poftle  to  the  Gentiles)  boftile  to  his  prc- 

tenfions.      Though  St. Paul  was  favoured 

by  vifions  and  revelations,  and  guided  by 

|hc  Spirit  of  God  in  a  fuperenndnent*  de- 

jgree,  thefe  idiftinftions  were  not  vouch^ 

fafcd  him  for  his  own  Jake.     His  coaver* 

fion  was  miraculous;'  but  it  was  &  .or^ 

dained^  in  order  that  his  authority  among 

thofe  to  whonxhe  was  to  preach  the  Gofpel 

plight  tje  pnqueftioned.     Even  when  he 

jvas  iiear  the  jglofe  of  his  glorious  labour^ 

)ie  appeared  not  to  confider  his  own  falva- 

tion  as  certain^  but  that  he  might  ftill 

forfeit  "  the  prize  of  his  high  calling/* 

and,  "  after  having  preached  to  ethers, 

"  become  a  caft-^way."    Previous. to  his 

appearance  beforjp  Nero,  he  implores  the 

payers  of  his  converts,    that  utterance 

might  be  given  him;  at  other  times  he 

^ponfcfles  himfclf  uninfpired;  and  in   his 

exhortation 
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tcxhortation  to  the  Centurion,  that  the  foU 
diers  fhould  be  prevented  from  cfcaping 
fronn  the  wreck,  he  intinmates  that  even  in 
miraculous  interpofitions  the  Deity  works 
by  the  powers  of  nature,  or  by  human 
agency.  At  other  times  St.  Paul  writes 
like  one  who  was  lifted  out  of  the  body, 
fenfibleof  infpiration,  gloying  in  unutter- 
able vifions,  confident  of  future  blifi,  and 
anxious  to  depart  this  life,  that  he  might 
be  with  his  Lord.  This  is  a  lively  and  juft 
pi'fture  of  a  pious  mind,  in  which  human 
weaknefs  and  religious  fortitude  alternately 
prevail;  in  which  we  fometimes  fee  tht 
perfccuted  and  affliftcd  man,  and  at  others 
the  infpired  Apoftle.  iBut  to  return 
from  thefe,  in  fome  degree,  digreflive  re* 
marks  (which  will  apply  to  other  points 
of  the  conteft  that  we  are  at  prefent  con- 
fidering)  ;  when  we  allow  for  the  deceit- 
fulncfe'of  our  own  hearts,  and  the  defigned 
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my&aery,  in  which  the  awful  fubjed  of 
fupcmatural  afTiftance   is    involved^   we 
mufl:  own  that  the  brightefl:  underftanding 
txiay  err,  if  it  attempt  to  afcertain  whea 
^nd  where  it  a6bed  pnder  the  imniediate 
guidance  of  God ;  to  expatiate,  thereforct 
fan  our  capability  of  fo  doing,  can  no 
way  edify  a  popular  audience.     Thege- 
tieral'  llatement,  that  God  puts  into  our 
minds  good  defircs,  and  that  the  Devil, 
ipur  own  corrupt  inclinations,  and  the  Ic- 
dudlions  of  the  world,  tempt  us  to  fin, 
appears  to  be  as  clear  an  account  of  this 
intricate  bufinefs  as  it  is  requifite  for  us  to 
give.      If  we   would   employ  the  time 
fpent  in   fuch  unprofitable   difquifitions, 
which  can  only  end  in  uncertainty  and 
error;  in  earneft  fwayers  to  God  that  he 
would  enable  us  to  improve  all  godly 
motions,  edification  would  be  eflfcftually 
promoted, 
vox.  !!•  D  I  pro-. 
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I  proceed  to  another  obfervation  on  the 
condudt  of  many  diffcnters  from  the  cfta- 
blifhment :  I  mean  the  comparatively  little 
importance  which  they  affix  to  the  duty 
of  prayer,  efpecially  if  offisred  in  a  prc- 
fcribed  form  of  devotion.  The  fermon 
is  the  attraction  to  mod  itinerant  hearers ; 
and  if  they  can  hurry  into  the  diftant 
ianftuary,  where  their  favourite  orator 
harangues,  time  enough  to  catch  the 
lioney  dropping  from  his  lips,  they  are 
content  to  omit  their  own  indifpenfablc 
duty,  of  oflFering  the  Chriftian  facrificc, 
by  praying  to  the  Lord  God,  Creator  of 
heaven  and  earth,  the  Father  of  our  Lord 
Jefus  Chrift,  who  fandtified  the  fabbath 
for  bis  worjhip.  The  number  of  thofe 
<Bvho  go  to  church  totally  ignorant  of 
Chriftianity,  or  of  moral  duty,  is  com- 
paratively fmall  J  yet  the  duty  of  publicly 
aflembling  ourfelves  together  is  incumbent 
]uppo  all.    Our  better-informed  anceftors 
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knew,  that  hearing  was  not  the  principal 
occupation  of  the  day  of  reft  j  but,  that 
inftrudtion  ought  to  be  preceded  and  fanc- 
tified  by  holy  fupplication.     The  advan- 
tage of  a  fet  forni  of  prayer,  in  which  all 
may  join  with  premeditated  attention,  is 
too  obvious  to  be  denied  ;  and  when  fuch 
a  compofition  as  our  liturgy,  for  fenfe, 
copioufncfs,  fublimity,  and  piety,  folicits 
our  preference,   a  compofition   compiled 
from  the  beft  devotional  trads  of  the  an- 
cient fathers,  and  from  the  pure  rituals  of 
early  churches,  aided  by  the  labours  of 
thofe  exemplary  founders  of  our  own  who 
became    martyrs    and   confeffors   to   the 
truths  which  they  maintained  s  furely  it 
muft  be  no  ordinary   felf-fufficiency,  no 
common  portibn  of  vanity  and  conceit, 
that  can  decry  this  admirable  fervice  as 
formal  and   cold,   and   prefer  to  it  the 
rhapfodies  of  an  extemporary  preacher, 
who,  in  dcfpite  of  Solomon's  caution, 
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pours  forth  a  torrent  of  words  before  his 
Creator.  It  is  evident,  that  the"  con- 
gregation cannot  join  in  thefe  unprennedi- 
tated  addreffes;  for  defire  muft  precede  ' 
requeft,  and  knowledge  muft  go  before 
aflcnt.  Edification,  therefore,  cannot  be 
promoted,  if  prayer,  the  means  by  which 
God  has  promifed  to  convey  his  Spirit 
to  them  who  a(k  it,  be  omitted,  or  only 
performed  by  one  perfon.  Thofe  who 
liften  to  the  devotions  of  the  preacher 
inay  be  called  bearers  of  his  word^  but  noj: 
the  Word  of  God.  They  imbibe  the  words 
of  a  man,  who  has  confidence  and  vanity  . 
enough  to  think  himfelf  able  to  fpeak 
better  things  than  the  moft  diligent  i:e- 
fearch  into  paft  times  can  coUeft.  Here, 
again,  we  ^re  called  upon  to  lament  that 
unfortunate  .rage  for  novelty  which  cha^ 
;ra6terifes  the  prefent  times. 

If  you  will  truft  my  judgment,  jCdifL- 
^»tion  caniiQt  be  procooted  by  th^t  ftyle 
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of  enamoured  familiarity  which  appears 
in  the  hymns,  the  ejaculatory  addreflcs, 
and  often  in  the  fermons  of  diflenting  con- 
gregations. Allowing  Calvin's  idea  of 
the  Deity  to  be  j.uft,  and  believing  our- 
felves  alfo  (as  his  modern  difciples  often 
do)  of  the  number  of  the  eleft,  thof^ 
fond  and  paifionate  epithets,  which  are 
borrowed  from  the  amorous  foftnefs  of 
fenfual  attachment^  muft  be  inapplicable 
to  the  unpitying  and  remorfelefs  power, 
who,  iblely  from  his  own  determination, 
wills  tiie  greater  part  of  his  creatures  to 
deftruftion.  Our  fex  has  been  charged 
with  being  peculiarly  apt  to  confound  the 
very  oppofite  characters  of  their  Re- 
deemer, and  an  earthly  lover;  and  it  is 
&id^  that  the  Churclv  of  Rome  has  re- 
conciled many  a  virgin  vidtioi  to  monaftic 
fcverities  and  feclufion,  by  captivating  her 
imagination  with  the  fallacious  title  of 
ihe  Spoufc  of  God.    The  poetical  lati- 
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tude  of  Eaftern  literature  has  certainly 
beftowed  this  name,  among  many  others, 
on  the  Church  j  and  the  metaphor,  when 
taken  in  this  general  fenfe,  is  as  appro-, 
priate  and  beautiful,  ^s  it  is  dangerous  and 
abfurd  when  lowered  by  individual  appli- 
cation. The  compofitions  that  I  repro- 
bate profefs  to  take  the  fong  of  Solomon 
for  their  model  5  which  is  known  to  be  an 
Epithalamium  addrefled  by  that  uxorious 
monarch  to  one^  of  his  brides.  It  is  pre- 
ferved  in  our  canon  of  Scripture  as  the 
produftion  ef  an  inlpired  writer,  and  on 
account  of  its  containing  feveral  propheti- 
cal allufions  to  the  different  ftates  of  the 
Jewifh  and  Chriftian  Churches,  which  (as 
I  have  before  obferved)  were  often  poeti- 
cally defcribed  under  the  images  of  a  beau- 
tiful and  fpotlefs,  or  a  faithlefs  and  rejected 
wife,  according  as  they  have  abounded  in 
graces  or  been  degraded  by  impiety.-— 
The  Church  of  England  received  it,  aa 
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fhe  did  all  the  other  Jewlfli  Scriptures  i 
but  by  paffing  it  over  in  her  rubrics,  and 
offices,  we  may  conclude  that  (he  confi- 
ders  it  to  be  of  too  allegorical  and  myf- 
tical  a  nature  to  be  fafely  reepmmended 
to  the  ftudy  of  her  ordinary  nciembers. 
That  it  is  particularly  unfuitable  to  the 
younger  part  of  our  fex,  who  are  apt  to 
mingle  the  idea  of  lovers  and  conquefts 
with  fubjefts  extrenoely  diflimilar,  muft 
be  apparent  to  every  fober- minded  per- 
fon.  A  particular  recommendation  of  this 
poem  to  the  young  and  inexperienced, 
accompanied  with  an  analyfis  of  its  con- 
tents, in  which  the  mifinterpretation  that 
I  havejull  objected  to  is  adopted,  and  the 
Redeemer  is  defcribed  as  making  love 
CO  the  fOul  in  the  charafter  of  its  bride- 
groom, is  furely  a  difgrace  to  the  party  that 
has  admitted  into  an  annual  pocket- 
book,  calculated  to  allure  the  well-mean- 
ing by  its  plaulible  title,  and  which  mull: 

D  4  mijlead 


36 

mijead  thok  readers  whom  it  does  not 
dj/guji. 

The  Song  of  Solomon  is  juftly  admired 
by  all  lovers  of  exquifite  poetry,  beautiful 
allegory,  and  fplendid  diftionj  but  the 
work  itfelf  (much  lefs  its  grofs  and  almoft 
Walphemous  imitations)  does  not  feem 
calculated  to  enlighten  the  ignorant  mind, 
or  to  amend  the  depraved  heart.  So 
much  previous  information  refpefting  the 
defign  of  the  compofition,  fo  much  know- 
ledge of  oriental  cuftoms,  fuch  clear 
judgement,  and,  ought  we  not  to  add, 
fuch  a^  chafte  and  corre(5t  imagination^ 
drc  neceffary  for  underftanding  it  rightly^ 
that  the  fong  of  fongs  appears  beft  fuited 
to  be  the  ^/a^>/^/  companion  of  a  Horflcy, 
a  Bryant,  or  a  Jones.  Allegories  ad* 
drefled  to  the  paffions  have  done  infinitf 
harm  in  unfkilful  hands  :  I  will  not  abib* 
lutely  fay  that  they  have  occafioned  grofs 

ricca;  but  they  have  bewildered  the  weak 
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undcrftandings  of  many,  who,  under  the 
tuition  of  fbber  paftors,  might  have  be- 
come fincere  humble  Chriftians  and  valu- 
able members  of  fociety. 

The  ideas  which  are  generally  promul- 
gated refpefting  innocence,  guilt,  and 
holinefs,  by  this  fpecies  of  diflenters,  are 
very  oppofite  to  the  tenor  of  Scripture  ex- 
hortation, and  argue  great  ignorance  of 
the  human  charafter,  and  the  ordinary 
affairs  of  life.  Moft  unqueftionably,  in 
the  eyes  of  an  infinitely  holy  and  pure 
God,  we  muft  all,  even  the  beft  of  us^ 
be  conficjered  as  offenders ;  yet  compara- 
tively, and  with  reference  to  one  another, 
the  diftinftion  of  virtuous  and  vicious  be- 
haviour becomes  fuitable.  No  notion 
can  be  more  prejudicial  to  the  caufe  of 
religion,  than  that  we  muft  be  called  from 
a  ftate  of  indifference  or  depravity,  by  the 
terrors  of  an  alarmed  confcience,  to  a 
foppofcd  affurance  of  holinefs  and  falva- 
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tion.  The  Gentile  world  was  indeed 
*'  called  froni  darknefs  into  light/'  and 
the  Apoftles,  with  great  propriety,  enlarge 
upon  the  amazing  change  which  the jpurc 
precepts  and  rational  doftrines  of  Chrff- 
tianity  made  in  the  lives  and  fentiments  of 
thofe,  who  had  been  taught  to  propitiate 
brutifh  deities  by  mod  infamous  aftions. 
But  this  contrail  between  paft  and  prefent 
morals  can  rarely  take  place  among  the 
members  of  a  Chriftian  Church,  who 
have  been  educated  in  the  knowledge  of 
the  true  God,  without  fcandal  to  the  faith 
that  we  profefs.  Every  exhortation  to 
early  piety  contained  in  Scripture,  every 
inftruftion  which  is  beftowed  on  youth, 
even  our  dedication  of  infants  to  God  by 
the  initiatory  facrament  of  baptifm,  ini- 
plies  our  being  in  a  ftate  of  grace,  and 
proves  innocence  more  acceptable  to  the 
Almighty  than  repentance.  Our  Lord,  in- 
decd>  is  faid  to  have  preached  the  doArine 

of 


4 


S9 

of  forgivenefs  of  fins;  but  it  muft  be  re- 
membered, that  the  Almighty's  difpoGtion 
to  be  reconciled  to  finners  was  till  then  un- 
known.  Natural  religion  never  difcovered 
this  truth* •    The  hwpromtfed  it,  as  far  as 
reipefts  the  temporal  remiflion  of  national 
puniihments  5  but  only  typically  (hadowed 
out  the  hope  of  eternal  mercy  to  individual 
offenders,  under  the  promife  of  a  future 
prophet,  whom  the  Jews  were  commanded 
to  hear,  and  the  annual  commemoration  of 
an  anticipated  expiatory  facrifice.     Well, 
therefore,  might  he,  in  whom  the  fuhieft 
of  the  Godhead  dwelt,  rejoice  the  hearts 
of  his  hearers  by  his  beautiful  parables  of 
the  loft  (heep,  and  tlie  returning  prodigal; 
but  the  ftray  charge  is  not  defcribed  as 
being  dearer  to-  the  heavenly  (hepherd, 
than  the  ninety  and  nine  who  had  not 
wandered  from  the  fold ;    nor  was  the 

*  Hey's  Leftures,  vol.  ift,  p.  ^zS. 
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weeping  fpendthrift  preferred  to   his  ia- 
duftrious  obedient  brother,  who,  though 
tinfturcd  with  jealoufy  and  envy,  is  yet 
pronounced  beir  to  all  his  father's  wealth. 
Indeed,  as  our  divines  juftly  obferve,  one  of 
the  proofs  that  Jcfus  was  more  than  man 
confifts  in  his   perfcd   developement  of 
human  nature,  which  could  only  arife  from 
his  knowing    the  fecrets   of   all  hearts. 
lExcept  the  bleffed  author  of  our  religion. 
Scripture  delineates   no  perfect  portrait. 
The  Saint  and  the  Sinner  are  intermixed, 
and  alternately  prevail,  in  every  charac- 
ter that  is  minutely  detailed.      In   the 
fame    chapter   our   Lord    addreffes    the 
fervent,  irrefolute,  yet  fincere  Peter,  with 
•*  Bleffed  art  thou  Simon  Barjona  j"  and, 
**  Get  thee  behind  me  Satan,  for  thou 
*^  favoured  not   the    things   that  be  of 
'*  God."     Our  own  hearts   can  teftify, 
that  this  is  the  cafe  with  us  all.     At  times 
wc  fcem  to  rife  above  the  corruption  of 
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our  nature ;  at  other  times^  to  fink  be* 
neath  its  acknowledged  imbecility. 

We    (hall    not,   therefore,   make  any 
progrefs  in  real  edification,  by  endeavour- 
ing to  afcertain  our  aflurance  of  having 
received  favirlg  grace,    or  to    ftate  the 
time  when  we  felt  a  call*  to  newncfs  of 
life.     I  hope  that  I  am  addrefling  readeris 
who  have  never  been  ignorant  that  they 
were  accountable  beings,  and  commanded 
to  **  work  out  their  own  falvation  with 
*^  fear  and  trembling."     I  truft  they  have 
ever  avoided  groft  enormities  5  and  I  fear 
that  they  have  founds  and  ever  will  find 
it  difficult  to  reach  that  llandard  of  per- 

*  The  word  called,  or  converted,  is  indeed  always 
afed  by  the  Apoftles ;  but  Scripture  ofFers  no  inflance 
of  a  perfon  bom  of  Chriitian  parents,  and  regularly 
educated  in  Christian  knowledge.  The  cafe  of 
Timothy  comes  neareft;  and  the  children  of  the 
eleft  Lady  (fee  the  zd  epifile  of  John)  were  probably 
educated  in  Chrifiianity. 
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feftion  to  which  they  know  it  is  their 
bounden  duty  to  afpire.  If  their  minds 
are  properly  fortified  by  found  principles, 
founded  on  that  clearnefs.of  idea,  and  hu- 
mility of  inquiry,  which  becomes  our 
finite,  but  improveable  faculties,  they  will 
ftart  at  the  prefumption  of  attributing  zrt 
inftantaneous  converfion  to  the  florid  de- 
clamation or  theatrical  geftures  of  a  popu- 
lar orator,  while  the  written  word  of  God 
has  failed  to  tfftA  it,  and  which  did  not 
refult  from  an  humble  and  fteady  ufe  of 
thofe  means  of  grace  that  are  of  divine 
appointment;  I  mean  prayer,  and  the  holy 
cucharift.  Should  the  preacher  whom  we 
attend  attempt  to  illuftrate  his  profelyting 
labours  by  telling  his  auditory,  that  from 
a  grievous  finner  he  was  mctamorphofed 
into  an  eminent  inftrument  of  God's 
glory  to  convert  others  from  carnal  for- 
mality  to  vital  religion^  I  truft  we  Ihall 
rather  feel  difgufted  at  the  egotifm  of  felf- 
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praife,  and  the  effrontery  of  avowed  wick- 
cdnefs,  than  induced  to  believe  that  we 
are  liftening  to  a  repentant  Peter,  or  a 
miraculoufly  converted  Paul,  Contrition 
weeps  over  its  crimes,  and  confeflcs  them 
to  God  in  fecret  5  but  true  contrition  will 
never  glory  in  its  fhame,  by  fuch  a  public 
contrail  of  its  paft  and  prefent  life  as  adds 
to  the  number  of  its  offences  the  fins  of 
vanity  and  prefumption ;  vanity  in  boaft- 
ing  of  its  prefent  ftate,  and  prefumption  in 
publilhing  the  tranfgreffions  which  un- 
fitted it  for  the  office  that  it  has  alTumed*. 

You 

*  We  are  forbidden  to  fay  our  prayers  (landing  in 
the  public  corners  of  the  flreets ;  furely  then  we  are 
retrained  from  publilhing  our  former  fins^  as  acon^^ 
traft  to  our  prefent  purity,  ejpecially  in  the  fanSuary. 
The  Mofaical  law  required  perfonal  fymmetry  and 
decorum  of  manners  from  its  officials ;  the  religion  of 
Chrift  alters  thefe  qualifications^  to  the  utmoft  pof- 
fible  parity  of  life  and  morals.  See  lit  Timothy^  3d 
chapter,  Titus   ifl  chapter.    Our  Church  requires 
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You  will  not,  my  dear  Mife  M  ■  v 
infer  from  thefe  obfervations,  that  I  wi(h  ta 
difcourage  you  from  a  fincerc  and  frequent 
examination  of  your  growth  in  grace.  To 
commune  with  our  own  hearts,  is  not 
only  aa.  important  but  an  iodifpenfable 
duty  J  but  it  muft  not  be  performed  under 
the  guidance  of  enthufiafm.  We  are  no? 
to  examine  ourfelves  in  order  to  determine 
whether  we  belong  to  the  clafs  of  faints 
or  finners  -,  the  mixed  nature  of  man  only 
allows  us  to  ufe  thefe  terms  in  a  qualified 
fenfe  j  and  if  we  read  our  own  hearty 
aright,  we  fhall  difcovcr  many  things  par-. 
taking  of  both  thofe  charafters.  If,  by 
being  born  again,  we  are  to  underftand 

teflimouials  of  fobriety  and  regularity  from  every 
candidate  for  holy  orders ;  a  pious,  or  at  leaft  MOf 
inofFenfive  previous  condudt  feems  indifpenfable  to 
all  who  would  become  teachers  of  the  gofpd.-«r 
What  fhall  we  fay,  then,  of  x^o{e /df-comji^ed  rt"^ 
frobates,  who  prove  their  prefect  light  by  theiv 
ibrmer  darknefs  ? 
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perfe(5l  holinefs  in  thought,  word,  and 
deed,  the  church  triumphant  can  receive 
no  addition  in  number  from  her  militant 
aflbciate.  It  is  certain  from  Scripture, 
that  the  fame  perfon  does  in  the  courfe 
of  life  many  times  oSend  and  be  forgiven, 
and  is  alternately  at  peace  or  at  enmity 
with  God.  "  If  the  finner  departs  from 
**-  his  evil  ways,  his  oflfences  fliall  be  re- 
"  membered  no  more  i"  again,  "  if  the 
'^  upright  man  forfakes  his  integrity  and 
**  does  evil,  in  the  fin  which  he  com-* 
**  mitted  be  fliall  die/'  When  Scripture 
ufes  this  plain  language,  to  what  purpofc 
is  it  to  perplex  ourfelves  by  an  inquifi^ 
dve  fcrutiny,  whether  we  have  ever  felt 
the  ajfurame  of  Jalvation^  or,  in  the 
words  of  the  evangelizers»  been  h&rn 
0gain  ^  If  we  feel  in  our  hearts  a  lively 
faith,  and  a  fincere  purpofe  of  obedience 
to  the  divine  laws ;  if  in  our  converfatiof 
wd  adioas  we  feck  to  promote  God's 
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glory,  and  the  good  of  our  fellow-crea- 
tures ;  if,  denying  all  ungodlinefs  and 
worldly  lufts,  we  endeavour  to  go  on  fronn 
grace  to  grace,  fubmitting  ourfelves  and 
all  our  concerns  to  the  divine  will,  may 
we  not  hope  (I  fay),  when  we  find  our 
minds  fo  difpofed,  that  we  are  in  "  that 
"  ftate  of  falvation"^  to  which,  in  the 
language  of  our  church,  we  were  called  by 
haptifm?  But  fince,  owing  to  the  infirmity 
of  human  nature,  we  can  rarely  continue 
ftationary  in  bur  Chriftian  duties,  felf- 
cxamination  becomes  neceflary,  to  diC- 
cover  whether  we  are  progreflive  or  retro- 
grade in  faith  and  virtue.  If  we  perceive 
an  improvement  in  our  habits  of  piety  and 
goodnefs,  let  us  rejoice  with  that  humility 
which  becomes  thofe  who  cannot  be  con*, 
fident  that  "  they  ftandy  without  being  in 
^'  danger  of  falling.'*  If  we  difcover  that 
our  confticutional  bad  habits  have  gained 
ground  upon  us,  or  that  fome  new  fin 

alTails 


67 

afikils  us  with  powerful  and  fuccefsful 
temptation,  let  our  repentance  be  as 
fincere  ^nd  profound  towards  God,  as  it 
is  unobvious  and  unobtrufive  to  man.— • 
Long  indulged  habits  are  apt  to  return  j 
the  ftrongeft  motive  by  which  we  endea- 
vour to  deter  youth  from  tranfgrcflSng 
God's  laws  is,  the  extreme  difficulty  of 
weaning  the  mind  from  finful  courfesj 
felf-examination  will  difcover  to  us  our 
natural  propenfities,  and  teach  us  to  place 
guards  where  they  are  mod  required. 

I  have  ever  thought,  that  the  difputes 
fubfifting  betwqjcn  the  fteady  members  of 
the  Church  of  England,  and  moderate 
Calvinifts,  on  the  fubjeft  of  regeneration, 
have  proceeded  more  from  the  want  of 
dear  ideas  and  definite  language,  than 
from  any  material  difference  of  opinion  on 
the  fubjeft.  Both  hold  falvation  to  be 
the  free  gift  of  God  by  Jefus  Chrift  i  and' 
both,    I   truft,  acknowledge   that    good 
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works    are   required   to   be   the  fruit  o( 
Chriftian    faith ;    by  which,    though  wc 
cannot  in  ftriftnefs  be  iaid  to  merit  falva- 
tion,  we  difcharge  our  part  of  the  chrif- 
tian covenant,  and  become  capable  of  it 
Our  adverfaries  certainly  mifreprcferu  the 
Church  of  England,  when  they  defcritw; 
her  as  diftinguilhing  between  baptifm  zx^ 
regeneration  J    the   very   anfwer    in    tj^? 
catechifm  to  which  they  appeal  confuce^ 
thenn ;  as  it  makes  the  facrament  of  bap- 
tifm  (like  that  of  the  Lord's  fupper)  t(^ 
confifl:  of  two  parts ;  of  which  *^  water  is 
*'  the  outward  fign  ;'*  and  "  a  death  imtci 
'^  fin,  and  a  new. birth    uato  righteoufm 
**  nefs,  the  inward  and  fpiritu4  grace.**— ^ 
To  fay  that  we  look  only  to  the  external 
i^rinkling,    is    to  charge  us  both  falielf 
and  foolilhly ;  but  we  fay  that  we  cannot 
judge    of   the   heart,  and   therefore  ther 
Church  fuppofes  all  on  whonci  this  outward 
£gn  is  impr^fled  to  be  called:  to  a  ftate  qC 

falvatioo^ 
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£dvation^  regenerated,  received  as  the 
idepted  children  of  God,  incorporated  into 
the  holy  church,  dead  to  fin,  living  unto 
righteouihefsj  and  partakers  of  the  death 
of  Chrift  \  Of  another  determinate  pofi- 
tive  new  birth,  fubfequent  to  baptifm, 
we  know  nothing  fi  though  every  tinnc 
ihat  we  tairn  from  fin,  to  fcrve  the  living 
God,  we  may  be  faid  to  rife  to  ncwncfs 
dOf  life,  but  not,  as  I  before  ^obftrvcd,  to 
4]nfinning  holinefs. 

I  have  never  been  able  clearly  to  under- 
stand what  Methodifts,  or  moderate  Cal- 
yinifts  (for  I  confider  thefe  terms  as 
nearly  fynonymous),  mean  by  regene- 
ration.  They  feem  to  intimate,  that  a 
fenfible  change  takes  place  at  fome  period 
of  a  pcrfon*s  lif<:,  almoft  fimilar  to  what 
heathen  converts  formerly  experienced; 
ffld,  if  I  am  brightly  informed,  a  young 

*  See.  die  Thank^iving  after  Baptifin. 

.^  See  Bifliop  Taylor's  Life  of  Chrift,  page  314. 

perfon 
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pcrfon  is  required  to  give  proof  that  this 
change  has  paiTed  in  his  mind,  before 
he  is  admitted  to  break  bread.  A  de- 
fcription  of  this  perceptible  call,  and  of 
the  manner  of  God's  dealing  with  his 
fpul,  is  to  be  repeated  to  the  elders  of 
the  congregation,  who  are  to  judge,  by 
the  anfwers  given  to  their  inquiries, 
whether  the  candidate  for  full  communion 
has  experienced  a  ccnverfiou.  This,  in 
my  opinion,  is  opening  the  door  to  loqua- 
cious prefumption  and  hypbcrify,  and 
(hutting  it  againft:  diffidence,  which  is 
more  likely  to  prove  the  calket  in  which 
genuine  piety  is  inftirined.  But  to  pro- 
ceed: After  this  regenerating  operation 
has  once  taken  place  in  the  mind,  the 
fandtified  convert  appears,  in  their  opi- 
nion, to  be  placed  in  a  much  greater  ftatc 
of  fecurity  than  he  was  before  j  contrary 
to  the  tenor  of  experience,  and  the  words 
of  Scripture,   which  alike  warn    us    to 

beware 
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beware  of  thinking  that  we  ftand.  You 
will  perceive,  my  dear  Mifs  M— — ,  that 
no  rule  is,  or  indeed  can  be,  laid  down^ 
to  £hcw  us  when  and  how  this  work  fliould 
be  performed ;  and  I  am  perfuaded,  that 
per{bns  who  hold  thefe  notions  muft  find 
their  opinions  as  to  their  being  effeSually 
regenerated  vary  with  their  different  dilpo- 
litions  of  mind,  and  even  the  ftate  of  their 
nerves  ;  being  fometimes  difpofed  to  think 
thcmfclves  the  "  fhildren  of  wrath,"  and  at 
others  *'  borji  from  above;"  I  mean  that 
if  fpiritual  pride  have  not  entirely  van- 
quiflied  humility,  the  backflidings  of  a 
regenerated  Methodift  muft  wear,  in  his 
own  eyes,  a  moft  formidable  afpeft*. 

.  •  Whoever  wi(hes  for  a  fpecimen  of  the  argu- 
ments of  our  opponents  on  this  head,  may  confult 
two  fermoEs  on  Original  Sin>  and  the  Neiv  Birth, 
printed  by  J.  Paramore,  at  the  Foundry*  Mojorfielda* 
17821  and  which  are  {aid  on  the  title  page  not  to  be 
ibld>  but  given  away. 

Far 
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Far  more  confolatory,  and  fcriptural,  is 
the  avowed  opinion  of  our  Church,  which 
holds^  that  Hhough  we  are  all  made  In 
baptifm  "  the  children  of  God,  members 
*'  of  Chrift,  and  inheritors  of  the  king- 
^'  dom  of  Heaven,*'  we  may  forfeit  thefc 
privileges  by  fin,  and  recover  them  by  re- 
pentance. Far  more  charitable  and  juft  is 
the  judgement  by  which  fhe  determines  on 
the  conduit  of  her  members,  whom,  if 
flie  fees  them  regular  in  their  religious  and 
moral  duties,  flie  fuppofes  to  be  in  a  (late 
of  grace,  and  does  not  terrify  nor  offend 
them  by  an  inquifiLorial  examination  as  to 
what  peculiar  fancies  and  opinions  they 
may  privately  indulge,  provided  thefe  do 
not  affeft  their  outward  conduft.  To 
notorious  ill-livers  ftie  denies  the  eucha- 
riftical  feaft  as  long  as  they  continue  in 
their  fins.  An  externally  fober,  honeft, 
and  religious  perfon,  has  no  right  to  be 
thruft  fi-om  the  Lord's  table  by  a  fellow- 
creature. 


citature«  trho  docs  not  pofTefs  At  gid  of 
omnifciehce.    Such  a  0114;^  may  be  a  hypo* 
crite ;  and  a  ftrong  perfuafion  that  he  has 
been  regenerated,  will  not  preferve  him 
from  the  crime  cf  diffimulatiim.    To  the 
Searcher  of  hearts  we  muft  leave  that 
ofi^nce  which  walks  unfeen  on  earth,  and 
can  aKke  afTume  the  lawn  of  epifcopacyj 
or  the  ftiff*  garb  of  Puritanical  (ingularitjr* 
The  laft  remark  which  I  mean  to  make 
on  that  pretended  defire   of  edification 
which  leads  many  to  defert  their  church, 
or  at  lead:,   while  they  abide  within  its 
pale,  to  exhibit  a  compound  of  hoftility 
and  conformity,  (hall  relate  to  that  objcfc- 
tion  of  ^*  moral    preaching,"   which    i^ 
often  brought  againft  the  fcrmons  of  our 
regular   divines.      We    might    properly 
enough  reply,  that  as  the  temptations  to 
offend  God  are  more  apt  to  ipring  up  in 
the  way  of  our  praftice,  than  in  that  of 
our  faith,  our  fpiritual  guides  are  right  in 
YOL.  II.  £      .  fixing 
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fixing  their  ftrongefl:  guards  in  thofe  places 
where  their  flock  may  be  moft  eafily  af: 
failed.  The  liturgy  of  the  church  is  doc- 
trinal, as  well  as  fupplicative ;  fo  arc  her 
articles;  and  the  manual  in  which  they 
are  contained  is  in  the  pofleflion  of  jjearly 
^11  her  members.  She  has  provided  efpe- 
cial  offices  for  the  education  of  her  youth  ; 
arid  if  parents  and  fponfors  did  their 
duty,  our  knowledge  of  the  myfteries  of 
religion  could  not  xlepend  on  the  difcre- 
tionary  inftrudions  of  our  paftors.  We 
might  further  obferve,  that  knowledge, 
once  acquired,  is  not  in  danger  of  being 
foon  loft;  but  that  the  deceitfulnefs  of  fin 
fo  difguifes  darling  vices  and  fafhionablc 
indulgencies,  that  we  need  more  impar- 
tial obfervation  than  our  own  to  refcue 
our  inflamed  paflions  from  the  fatal  faf- 
cination  of  habit,  authority,  or  importu* 
nity.  Nor  are  we  on  this  point  com- 
pelled to  ftand  merely  on  the  defenfive;; 

did 
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^  not  a  fear  of  widening  the  breach  that 
is  between  us   enjoin  a  degree  of  cau- 
tion which  almoft  exceeds  tlje  prefcribed 
bounds  ofmoderationj  we  might  afk  thofe 
who  urge  this  charge  againft  it>  if  they 
think  that  depreciating  a  life  of  compara- 
tive innocence  is  the  beft  method  of  re-  • 
commending  our  religion  to  infidels.    The  ■ 
I  oth  chapter  of  the  A6ls  teaches  us,  that-  - 
though  moraKty  is  not  fufficient  to  fal- 
vation,  it  is  the  likelieft    means  of  dif- 
pofing    the    mind    for  the  reception  of-. 
Chriftran  graces.     We  have  an  apoftoli- 
cal  command  to  add  to  our  faith  virtue ; 
and  the  inquifition  at  the  great  audit  will 
proceed  upon  the  principle,  thatrighteouf- 
nefs  is  acceptable  to  God.     "  Well  done> 
"  good  and  faithful  fervant  j*'  and  *^  De- 
*^  part  from  rne,  ye  workers  of  iniquity;** 
^re  words   addreflcd  to  free    and  moral . 

« 

agents,  who  <;ome  to  receive  the  reward  of 
loed  deeds ^  or  the  punifhment  oievilaSims^  * 

E  2  It; 
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It  is^  however^  by  iK>  means  true^  that 
the  preachers  of  our  .mdonal  church  ztt, 
generally  ipeaking,  mere  moral  cfiayiffs# 
Some  few  ipruce  chaplains  may  indeed^ 
like  Pope^s  foft  Dean^  avoid  ^^ii^tiing 
«*  hell  to  ears  polite s**  asfomefewamong 
the  more  ignorant  of  our  opponent  preach 
open  Antinomianifm;;  but  in  a  iirery  nn« 
jnerous  majority. of  our  churches,  virigg 
is  always  recommended  on  Chriftian  mo^ 
tives,  and  inforced  by  Chriftian  hopes« 
A  feonen  is  a  popular  and  brief  addrefi 
to  admixed  auditory,  who  are  fuppofed  to 
be  previoufly  inftrufted  in  the  elementai^r 
knowledge  of  their  religion.  On  j)aiv 
ticular  feftivals,  the  myftery  then  tdpeci- 
ally  commemorated  is  judicionfly  fdefbed 
as^  the  prevailing  topic,  i^either  by  ,com- 
menting  on  the  icriptuce  narrative^  Ihew* 
Mg  Its  connexioit  with  preceding  prophc* 
cies,  and  refuting  ,t}|e  ^cavils  of  fcepticsi 
1th  by  damx^  XxKb  j)ra^ical  inferences 

from 
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from  the  difpenfkions  of  Aloiighty  God, 
as  may  induce  us  to  add  to  our  £iich  that 
''  holioeis  without  wHich  no  man  (hall  iee 
**  the  Lord/^  Thofe  who  reproach  us^ 
as  mixing  per&afires  to  moral  purity  with* 
{he  doi^rines  of  the  gofpel,  furelyy  fbrgec^ 
that  the  moil  perfe6^  ethical  compofidon 
was  fpoken  by  our  Bkfled^  Lord  to  the 
multitude  who  ftood  around  the  Sinai  of 
'the  Gofpelj  and  heard  otir  high  Priefl:  ex* 
wttA  iihe  pi^Mepti  of  the  Decalogue  to 
^ini^rfal  holinefe  and'  purity  of-  heait. 
He  ^condemned  particular  vices  \  he  pro- 
nounced die  beatitude  of  particular  vir- 
ttucsf  and  fliall  they  who  laboiu"  in  die 
fold  that  he  has  fet  up  in  diis  kingdom^ 
-be  blanaed  for  following  his  example  ?  By 
a  moft  lively  allufion  to  an  ill-ercAed 
building,  he  illuflrated  the  important 
truths  that  frt^fitabk  attendance  on  the 
word  of  God  confifts^  not  merely  in  hear- 
ings but  m  'doing  his  wiUi  and  if  they 

X  3  built 
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built  but  upon  a  fandy  foundation,  who 
only  liftened  to  the  Son  of  God,  what 
term  fhall  we  find  appropriate  to  the  bafe- 
lefs  fabrics  of  thofe  who  negleft  their  ufe- 
ful  vocations,  and  fuppofe  that  religion 
confifts  in  collefting  a  crude  undigefted 
mafs^  of  confufed  ideas,  perplexing  their 
minds  with  vain  inquiries  and  minute  dif- 
tindiods,  preferring  the  faftidioufnefs  of 
the  critic  to  the  docility  of  the  pupil> 
and  complaining  of  uttwbolejme  dodtrinc,. 
becaufe  their  lawful  teachers  ftrive  to  im- 
prove their  Jiubborn  heart s^  and  to  ccrreS 
their  vicious  lives,  inftead  of  gratifying 
their  itching  ears,  or  foothing  their  fah- 
taftic  imaginations  I 

Were  we  to  follow  the  brainfick  incon- 
flancy  of  enthufiafm  in  all  its  deplorable 
changes,  we  might  lament  that  the  hungry 
wanderers  from  our  epifcopal  church  at-e 
often  fed  with  the  .meagre  ebullitions  of 
fttjsLinti  metaphor,,  forced. conceit,  collo- 

,  (2  quial 
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quia!  impertinence,  and  irreverent,  or>  1 
might  fay,  frequently  blafphcmoiiis  appli- 
cations  of  fcriptural  language  or  events  to 
fenniliar  occurrences ;  fuch  as  the  fuppofed 
<:onverfion  of  the  gifted  mechanic  who 
harangues  them,  or  the  providence^  and 
experiences  that-  have  befallen  a  recent 
convert.  It  is  particularly  obfervable, 
thaf  this  fpecfes  of  feceders  from  the  eftab- 
lifhment  avoid  enforcing  the  duties  de* 
pending  to  the  fifth  commandment.  The 
reafon  is  evident  5  for,  were  they  to  be 
explained  as  they  are  in  that  admirable 
comment  upon  them  which  is  contained 
in  the  church  catechifm*,  they  would 
bear  fo  hard  upon  the  diflent  of  thefc  felf- 
appointed  teachers,  as  would  convince  their 

•  **  To  love,  honour,  and  fuxour  my  father  and 
^  mother ;  to  honour  and  obey  the  king  and  all  that 
"  are  put  in  authority  under  him ;  to  fubmit  myfelf 
•f:  to  all  my  governors,  teachers,  fptrkoal  paftdtrs 
"  ai;id  mailers  J  toordermyfelf  lowly  and  reverenUy 

«  to  all  my  betters.** 

£  4  followers 
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followers  that  they  greatly  finned  by  that 
Ichifmatical  pertinacity  to  their  true  (pi- 
fitual  paftors^  which  they  are  now  tau^t 
to  <onfider  as  their  duty.  To  preach  the 
iame  dio&rine  with  thofe  fi'om  whom  we 
wilh  to  gain  hearers^  is  but  to  open  a  new 
jeminary  upon  an  old  plan.  Novelty  of 
7k0imr  is  not  fu^cient;  there  mud  be 
Qovelty  of  mij^ter  too.  The  reafon  which 
illiterate  people  generally  give  for  defert* 
Uig  their  regular  miniller,  is>  that  he  does 
not  teach  them  hpw  they  are  to  be  faved» 
Afl^  thcm^  if  he  hOtS  never  faid^  that  hf 
(Jod's  mercy,  through  Jefus  Chrift,  anfl 
^ough  faith  in  his  meritSj  tjiejr  fincere 
-though  l^ible  obedience  to  his  laws  will 
,b.e  rewarded  with  life  everUfling  ?  and  they 
l^enerally  anfwer  by  a  hefitating  yes  i  ^nd 
Ihen  add,  that  they  want  to  know  mor«. 
What !  more  than  our  liturgy  teaches  ? 
Yes.  More  than  the  Holy  Scriptures, 
^ich  our  Church  rahor^s  all  her  members 

to 
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.to  read  diligentlyi  reveals  ?  I  am  grieved 
to  ray>  that  I  was  once,  by  implication» 
anfwered  yes  \  ^nd  that  too  by  a  perfon 
who .  bas  fince  o^ciated  as  a  lay  teacher. 
What  j>Qifonpys  herbage  muft  that  flock 
devourj  whpfe  jQiepherd  fiuicies  that  man 
jran  relate  ixiore  than  Qpd  has  told 
him.  This  mrt^  whetl  ingenuoufly  dif« 
IDpvi^edj  proves  to  be  the  dangerous  doc* 
4^q^f ^  th^t  a  finoer's  acceptaj^ce  with  Gpd 
goes  not  reft  or  depi^nd  on  the  FQnfbrmity 

ofhis  wil^tothcdiyiacjaw  but  that,  as 
Chnft  ili|$  done  aJQ  for  us,  and  as  his 
rigHtcpufpeJ&  is  imputed  to  us,  we  have 

Uplhing  t<)  dp  M  tQ  hy  bold  mi  bm^  It 
snpft  be  i^parjent  to  .  ypu,  my  dear  Mjfs 
^If— r,  tfiat  ri©d  Calvinifm  is  fo  totally 
adverfe  to  human  refponfibility,  that  it 
will  i^  difficult  to  difcover  any  motive 
which  a  t^acherj  who  prpfefles  thofe  opi« 

•  That  tjus  doOrine  is  cmiMnily  dangeross*  fee 

E  5  nionsj 


nionsj  can  cbhMeritly  ufc  to  difluatie  liif 
auditors  from  the  moft'  atrocious '  crimes  ^ 
and  even  the  more"  niodefate  adKefcni;s  to 
the  apoftle  of  Geneva,  Vho  hbl^man  to 
'  be  merely  paflive  iii  the  Wbrli"  bi  Iklya- 
tlon,  cei-taiiily  deprive  therrifilyfcls;  blf^tlie 
ilrongcft  af^npients  that  can  bfe  Ul-gcd  on 
the  fide  of  virtue,  namely,  the  promife 
of  its  future  reWardi  which  term,  though 
aftually  \i(kK-hy  our  SdVi6u^;  th(iy''ff^ 

-,  .   ;       \\     ^.       ^»  -ij. /•{!-.•  fJOfi  2;»oii 

quently  cavil  at  m  the  dilcourfes  of  .our 

clfergy.     We  may  gjchierally  oBicrv 

no  ftyle  of  preaching  cati  pr^Sibte 

tian  edification,  which  dirhiriiflics'thc  fehfe 

'  of  human  refponfibilityi'  sand  mafc^  citHcr 

*"  Our  Maker  or  our  naturfeaniwerible  fer 

■^  our  adual  ofi^encies.     I  befitfvc^wc  KaVe 

examined  with  fufHcient  minutenfcfs  that 

pretended  love  of  edification,  which  draws 

'many  weak  people  from  the  church  in 

'  which  they  received  baptifm,  and'  from 

whofe  pale  it  is  criminal  fot  theni  to  depart 

on 
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^n  light  and  frivolous  pretences.  We 
^havc  feen  how  litde  reafon  they  have  to 
cxpcft  fuch  advantages,  either  from  the 

matter  or  the  manner  of  their  new  in- 

> 

ftrudtors;  but^  on  the  other  handj  how 
much  danger  there  is,  that  the  light 
within  them  will  be  quenched  by  a  fuper- 
abundancc  of  words  without  knowledgi^ 
and  opinions .  without  argument.  It  is 
moft  earneftly  to  be  wifhed,  for  their  own 
fakes,  as  well  as  for  the  peace  of  our  Jc- 
rufalem,  that  thcfe,  perhaps  well-meanings 
but  certainly  blamablc  wanderers,  would 
be  content  to  fee  what  is  plainly  their  dt3ty, 
and  to  avoid  Xuch  curious  myfteries  as  hu^ 
man  intelled  can  never  clearly  explore. 

Sometimes,  diflatisfadion  proceeds  no 
further  than  cenfure  and  complaint  againft 
our  ordinances  and  officials,  and  does  not 
amount  to  that  breach  of  communiofi 
which  conftitutcs  the  offence  of  fchifm. 
I  would    earneftly  exhort  perfons    thus 

B-6  circumftancccfi . 


xincumflanced^  in  the  wocds  of  a  veiy 
learjaed  and  amiable  divinep  ^^YQu  are 
*^  Jiaunted  wich  fcruples  and  mi%iFings  ^ 
^^  purfue  your  own  courie,  and  /ee  ^fhat 
.*'  will  be  the  r^ltilt.    You  are  difcaa- 
'^'tented   with  fomething  in  your '.own 
,^  ckurdk^  look  out  for  another:   fup- 
*^  poling  you  found  one  per&ftly  to  your 
^  mind;   yet  even  then  you  ought  not 
^*  to  join  iit^  eiLcq^  the  dbange  wiU  oom* 
^}  pex^ate  for  the  oiifchiefs  of  fchifnij  and 
^^  for  any  accidental  ioconvoniendes^fuch 
««  as  increaiie  of  diftance^  &c    Bw  the 
««  fuppofition  of  a  church  perfe&Iy  un- 
/'  exceptionable  is  not  to  be  admitted; 
^'  fuch  perfedion  i$  fo  improbable!  that^ 
.<<  guidij^  ourfelves  by  ezperieace^  we 
^^  mu&,  cxped  that  if  you  find  any  num- 
^  ber  of  errors  or  faults  in  your  own 
^  churchy  you  iidll  find  £>me  in  odier 
«<  churches ;  perhaps  as  many  as  in  your 
i'  own>  or  more:  you  cannot  then  be 
^  confiflcnt  in  that  cajc^  except  you  quit 

*«  them 
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^'  them  all  t  the  ,(}iieflioo  t^iep  would  be^ 
*«  whether  you  «^  quit  ^11  religious  ii>. 
•«f  cieties,  and  worfliip  Cod  in  foliwde? 
<^  Wc  ^nfwer^  every  thiog  ia  the  nature 
<<  of  the  icSmg,  ewry  tbicg  in  the  ex- 
f'^  pceffions  of  Scyipturj^^  Is  »gmA  fgch 
.^^  a  ffieafure*     Jf  you  are  alone,    you 
^  muft  lofe  moft  of  the  benefits  of  i^U» 
/^  gioio ;  inftrudioQ  ami  fyn^paifay  wholly, 
<^  and  aiTocUtiQn  m  a  grea^  df^ee ;  eren 
**  reading  and   meditation  grow  cither 
^^  deador^cMvagant.    And  the  pretence 
^  istiifling;  nor  are  you  at  liberty  tx>aft 
<«  upon  'a,  except  you  alfi>  determine  to 
^«  retire  fipm  civil  (bciety,  and  to  fix 
•^  yourfelf  in  fome  de&rt  or  uninhabited 
.^^  ifland>  becaufe  in  nionarchies  you  have 
<*  found  foqie  opfM-effiopj  ia  democracies 
^^  fome  turbulence,  and  in  every  form  of 
^  ^  civil  governmeac  Ibmething  inconfifk** 
^  cnt  with  ydur  ideas  of  perfe&ion  *^'^ 

f  Key's  Lefioresj  vol*  ad^  pages  119,  120. 

I  have 


T  have  been  thus  copioos  on  whatlfeie] 
to  be  a  very  painfirl  fubje6t,^on  account 
of  the  rapid  progrefs  which  ecclefiaftical 
infubordination     is     making,     efpecially 
among  the  humbler  walks  of  life.     I  have 
not  ufed  the  name  of  evangelical,  aflfumed' 
by  our  opponents,  out  of  reproach;  nor 
yet  by  any  means  as  acqtii'efcing  in  the 
arrogant  pretenfion,  that  they  have  a  fia- 
perior  right  to  the  title,  or  that  the  light 
'of  the  gofpel  is  no  where  difFufed  in  this 
ifland,    but  where  they  have  raifcd  thfe 
ftandard  of  feparation  from  the  churchy 
or  furrcptitioufly  attempted  to  pafs  for 
her  only  genuine  offspring-'    Lefs  danger 
refults   to  our  eftablilhment  from  open 
fotSy  than  from  thofe  who  excite  diiputa-  - 
tions  under  the  pretefxt  of  zealous  duty.  ^ 
1  call  upon  thefe,  <  in  the  name  of  God,  to  > 
'fey  why,   if  they  really  teach  the  famp 
doiftrine  as.  their  clerical  brethren,  they' 
affeft  to  confider  themfelves  as  a  dillindt . 

b^dyi: 


body?'    Why  do^'feqy  treit, Vficir'feite^^^ 

labourers  with^  c6ht.empt  attd  obldquy  ? 

Why    dp  .they  lay    claim  to    fuperior 

knowledge;  illumination^  ^d  purity,"  arid* 

' , prevent  the.adyantagefe  which  wotrrd-refiJlt 

'  irom  mbtuahy  labdurmg'  id  j)i^omote  the 

interefts  of  unity  Wnd^hbliiiiefs  ? "  Difcofd 

.is  hot" only  the  naCuratirtlJiecRment,  but 

\  the  fredi£led  bindetance  to  tHe '  progrefe  of 

'  tfre  go^el  of  peace.     Are  iliel^  difptrfnig 

''about  words'only?     CifT 'vague  expr^- 

fions^  or  a  peculiar  ftyle  in  the  prcacWr, 

";'bc  a  juftifi'able  Wttfe  dP  t:oil«n«^;  ?  "'■  Or 

can  nice  points  and  fubtilties,  which  few 

can  coniprehcrid,  and  all  muft  ufe*  much 

circumfpeftion  and  precifion  to  (late  with 

*  accuracy,  be  a  defence  for  fchifm  ?     Can 

fuch  pretences  jiiffify  them  itthedaybf 

judgment  for  all   the    mifchiefs    Tthich 

angry  dilputations  occafibn  ?    If  wdrlcfly 

motives  influence  their  condiift;  if  they 

clamour  for  fanie,  tmincnce;  or  valuable 

preferment. 
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|)r€fermenyi^  .they  mufl:  xefi^  all  pteten- 
.  Gqds  (9  iinglenefs  of  heart.  If  they  ro^ly 
iip^ine^  chat  the  interefts  of  true  Chif- 
tianity  can  be  prpoioted  by  inflamin|{  the 
imag^tions^  petple^ng  the  undierilanii* 
kigSi  and  ynjUing  tli^  principliss  of  tji^ir 
ignorant  audJcor$i  by  thieir  i:oi»tinyis;py 
.ocpatiaiiag  on  pbfcMre  and  diforganizmg 
4topics>  we  may  pity  theconfufion  ofth^ir 
ijpuids,  and  giye  thof^  allowances  to  their 
.  )finceritjr  whioh  wc  xktraCt  from  tbfir 

*i5wty,     .  ; 

I  Quay  pojmblf  aJarm  the  weU-intcn* 
tioned  part  of  fuch  feceders^  by  traof- 
bribing  the  opinion  of  the  If^arned  tnwf- 
lator   of  Mofheim.     Speaking  of..  :tKe 

.  dangers  to  be  apprehended  <to  the  Pno* 
teftant  religion^  he  obferves— "  If  Popery 
«<  ibould  any  way  be  re-introduced^  it 
*^  muft  be  through  the  means  of  fanati- 

.  '*  cifm  I  which  by  difcrcditing  free  in* 
!^  ^uiryi  decrying  buaun  liearning^  jBud 

«*  cncou« 
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^  encouraging  thoie  pretended  illumina* 
*^  uons  and  impulfes  which  ^ve  the  ima-» 
<^  Ration  an  undue  afcendant  in  religion^ 
**  lays  weak  minds  open  to  the  feduftions 
^'  of  a  church  which  has  always  made  its 
*^  conquefts  by  wild  vifions  and  falTo 
*'  miracles.  Cry  down  reaibn^  preach 
''  up  implicit  faiths  make  inward  experi* 
^*  ence  the  teft  of  truth,  extinguilh  free 
^'  inquiry,  and  the  main  barriers  to 
**  Popery  will  be  removed.** 

Supported  by  fuch  authorityi  I  will 
venture  to  give  my  opinion,  that  itineM 
i-ant  Calvinifts  ^  little  fufped  how  far 
diey  are  advanced  toward  the  moil:  odious 
dpArines  of  Popery.  But«  indeed,  thofe 
wbp  fct  qflf  with  a  violent  refolution  to 
get  .as  far  as  poflible  from  what  they 
bate^  are  ever  doomed  to  run  in  a  circle, 
;md  thus  finally  meet  what  they  determine 

•  By  this  plirafe  ia  meant  all  who  leave  their  regu-p 
iv  teachers, 

to 


so 

to  avoid.  For,  not  to  draw  the  obvious 
parallel  between  the  lying  wonders  of  the 
Romifh  church,  and  the  extraordinarf 
interpofitions  of  Heaven  which  they  ftylc 
providences  and  experiences,  is  noc  cheif 
pafilon  for  gifted  preachers,  that  is,  i^ 
enthufiaftica!  coxconnbs  deftitute  of  learn- 
ing, exadly  fimilar  to  the  Romifh  doe* 
trine,  which  holds  the  power  of  the  prieft 
to  be  not  only  declaratory  and  mirnfimii^ 

* 

but  ejfential  and  conclujhe?  a  tenet  that 
Qiir  church  folenmly  abjures  *.  How 
Ihall  we  elfc  account  for  the  inconveni- 
encies  to  which  thefe  eager  hearers  expofe  . 
themfelves,  by  deferting  the  more  regular 
minifter  of  their  own  perfuafions,  to  follow 
him  who  has  had  the  lateji  call?  It  ii- 
certain,  that  among  chefe  people  popu- 
larity is  never  lafting,  and  the  benefit  of 
holy  worlhip  always  feems  to  depend  upon^ 

•  Article  a6th. 

diofc- 
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thofe  who  adminifter  it.  The  merit  aMa 
which  they  fecm  to  attach  to  the  long 
journeys  and  fevere  privations  that  they 
undergo  to  hear  a  fine  new^  man>  favours 
greatly  of  the  fuppofed  benefits  that  were 
formerly  afcribed  to  penances  and  piU 
grimages.  Do  thefe  profeflcd  haters  of 
antichrift  and  lovers  of  liberty  know^  that 
their  favourite  doftrine,  that  no  one  fhould 
lubmit  to  the  civil  inftitutions  of  any  flate 
uhlefi  he  had  firft  given  his  confent  to 
thenii  was  invented  by  the  agents  of  the 
papacy  to  raife  tKc  power  of  the  Pontiff 
over  fecular  princes,  and  was  found  ennj- 
nently  ferviceable  to  the  clergy  of  that 
hierarchy,  who,  having  an  unbounded 
Iway  over  the  conlcicnces  of  the  people, 
by  making  popular  authority  paramount 
to  regal  dominion,  cunningly  cfVabltfhed. 
their  own  fu]preraacy*  ?    . 

^  The  cuftbm  antong^  DiiTenters  tod*  MetHodifb> 
^  teachers  ^jhangiiig:  congregatioor  with.nKJi.  other, 
1 19  iDQr&  political  than  pioiiSy  aad  turns  religion  into.v 
u  CQtertainment. 

«  Herefics^*' 
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^^Hcrefies,"  as  the  vencrabk  Bi(hop 
Home  obfervesy  *'  however  defeated, 
*'.  however  triumphantly  anfwered,  are 
"  only  conquered  for  a  time.  Theyfixm 
^*  to  make  their  periodical  revolutioas  in 
^  the  church>  like  comets  in  die  hsa* 
"  vens»  now  difappearing,  and  now  :$p^ 
"  pcaring  again  in  their  erratic  coitfi^'' 
Can  this  be  wondered  ^ti  It  jis  the  (pidc 
pf  the  myftery  of  injquityi  wHifb  always 
fpeaks  ^  and  xahzn  tJt^e  c^  tTS^^wtaast 
fiiit  of  popery  it  worn  thread-bare*,  it 
will  difpute  in  the  quaint  garb  of  puti^ 
jtanifm. 

Theological  controverfy,  <:onfideredin 
its  bed  lights  I  mean  as  keepkg  alive 
a  zeal  for  religion*  is  even  then  a  moft 
liumiliating  proof  of  huoiau  imperfe^ioo, 
and  fhews  that  we  are  itUl  at  an  immenie 
diftance  from  pofielTing  that  peace  whiqli 
Chrift  i)equeathed  to  us.  ^  The  wolf 
^  cannot  4weU  with  the  lamb^  nor  die 

«*  leopard 
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-^  leopard  with  the  Icidi  the  lion  wrll  not 
*<  eat  ftraw  with  the  ox»  nor  the  fucking 
*'  child  play  with  tl^  aip^''  while  the 

* 

trumpet  of  diicord  founds  ^^  in  the  holy 

^  mountmns^"   nor   **  (hall  the  know- 

***  lec^  ^of  the  Lord  cover  the  earth  as 

•"  the  waters  rov^r  the  fca,^*  till  miflions 

Mve  no  longer   founded  in   fchifm>  nor 

iCitildren  tatight  that  a  diverlity  of  opinions 

in  reli^oii  is  acceptable  and  pkalingto 

God.    Contention  is   always   a  punilh* 

ment)  unanimity  a  bleifing;  and  Jiever 

was  difcord  among  fincere  Chriftians  more 

to  be  dreaded  than  in  thefe  jtimes>  when 

irreligion  and  licentioufnefs  wear  fuch  a 

formidid^Ie  alpeft.    Lot  <us  hope^  then, 

ihae  the  truly  devout;,  aware  of  the  evils 

of  aflfefted  fingulantyj  and  controverlies 

on  poittcs  fwhkh  bodi  parties  confefs  are 

not  effham  '^/ahatimf  will  avoid  the  fin 

<<^fCauiclefs  fqparation,  by  dheerfuUy  fa- 

ctifidflg  thdr  private  icrapks   to  the 

^reat 
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great  bleflTing   of  public   uniformity.*— 
*r  And  may  the  God  of  Peace  fo  compofip 
^'  our  minds,  that  if  our  brains  difier^t  • 
**  our  hearts  and  tongues  may  iagrec."—  ; 
At  Icaft,  may  all  who  profefe  to  have  the 
fame  God>  I^rd,  faidi,  and  baptifm^  in  - 
their  individual  capacities,  (hew  forth  that 
meek  and  holy  charity  "  which  feeketh 
"  not  her  own,  is  not.eafily  provoked,. 
" .  thinketh  no  evil,  and  vaunteth  not  it- 
"  fcj£"    Xlie  wounds  of  our  Sjon  would 
then  be  Ipeedily  healed. 

Before  I  clofe  this  letter,  I  will  remark,  • 
that  in  this  difTipated  and  licentious  age,  the 
charge  of  methodifm  is  often  unwarrantably . 
urged  againft  many  valuable  and  ftcady 
membersof  our  church,  merely  on  account  ; 
of  the  extraordinary  piety  and  ferioufnefs  . 
of  their  behaviour.   Pretenfions  to  fuperioff 
fandity  are  always  dangerous,  as  they  pro- 
voke a  fcrutiny  which  human  reftitucjc 
can  rarely  fuftain.     God  forbid,  however, 

that 


9S 

that  becaufe  there  have  been  devotees  and 
hypocrites,  we  Ihould  therefore  deny  the 
<xiftence  of  genuine  devotion.    It  is  much 
to  be  wiflied^    that   perfons  who   have 
a.  regard  to  religion  would  never  devi- 
ate into  morofenefs .  of  manner,  nor,  by 
a  total  feclufion  of  themfelves  from  the 
world,  negled  the  precept  of  letting  their 
light  fliine  before  men.     Might  we  not 
hope,  that  if  the  truly  good  would  oftener 
mix  in  the  public  haunts  of  men,  their 
prefence  and.  union  might  awe  the  effron- 
tery of  the  licentious,  and    correft  the 
frivolity  o(  the  diflipated  ?    Might  they 
not  (for  I  do  not  confider  this  body  to  be 
inconfiderable  either    in   rank   or   num- 
ber) introduce  fuch  a  change  into  pub- 
lic amufemi^nts,  and  general  cuftoms,  as 
Would  produce   the  happieft  effeds  on 
public  morals?  The  undertaking,  I  grant. 
Would  be  arduous  j  it  would  require  great 
«xertion   of  fortitude,   perfeft  command 

of 
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of  temper,  and^  above  all^  fuch  an  af* 
fumption  of  confequence^  and  avowal  of 
flierit,  as  is  mod  repugnant  to  the  tMn 
deft  feelings  of  real  defert.  Virtue,  tfteot 
muft  generally  refide  in  the  fhade :  it  is 
the  region  in  which  {he  beft  fiourifhe^. 
Yet,  confcious  of  her  own  fallibility,  kt 
her  examine  herfelf  there,  and  be  cautious 
of  acquiring  peculiarities  that  will  leflea 
her  influence.  On  the  other  hand,  let  us  * 
make  allowances  for  natural  temper,  £br 
the  preflurc  of  fevere  calamity,  for  dit 
appointments,  or,  poflibly,  for  the  lively 
feelings  of  remorfe,  in  a  really  contrite 
and  renovated  heart;  nor  let  us  ftamp 
with  the  opprobrious  ftigma  of  fchifmatic 
a  devout  Anna,  who  fpends  her  time  in 
the  temple;  an  attentive  Mary,  who 
liftens  to  the  voice  of  her  Lord;  a  re- 
pentant Magdalen,  who  bathes  the  feet  of 
Jefus  with  tears ;  or  a  charitable  Dorcas, 
who  makes  garments  for  the  naked.— 

The 


The  Church  to  which  we  belong  intcrdias 
no  degrees  of  virtue  or  piety,  Seriouf- 
nefs  is  not  reparation ;  flridtnefs  is  not 
non- conformity.  If  a  few  of  her  commu- 
nity feem  to  pay  too  little  attention  to 
things  of  this  world,  the  majority  of  her 
profeffors  are  too  indifferent  to  that  which 
is  to  come.  That  the  divine  Power, 
who  enables  us  **  both  to  will  and  to  do'* 
what  is  good,  ma;^^  ever  preferve  you  in 
the  happy  medium,  prays  your  fincerely 
aSedionate,  &c. 


VOL.  IV  r  LETTER 
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JuETTER  Vlt 

^  the  Tenets  of  Rational  Cbrtfiiam^  0r 

Unitarians'^. 


•M.V  D£AR  HISS  M' 

Since  you  pcrtnitme  to  f>iirfue  xht^ovxUi 
adopted  in  a  former  publication  of  a 
fimilar  .natyre  ^o  my  prefent  attempt,  I 
^all  ;)0w  xall  your  iitteatian  to  z  fet  of 

*  Here,  as  in  the jcafe .of  the, opponents  whom'we 
jiave  iuft  difmifTedy  we  may  coqiiplain  of  the  unfair* 
nefs  of  the  diftinguifhing  terms  that  are  adopted  by 
^puradver/aries.  The  palvinifls  Jiave  no  more  claim 
to  the  term  evangelical,  th^n  churchmen ;  and  we  are 
.as  rational  and  as  true  ,believers  in  one  Cod,  as  the 
Unitarians :  thefe  dei^oniinadons  are  alTumed  for  finif- 
ter  and  political  purpofes.  T^^e  uninformed  always 
/eel  a  grqit  chsgm  in  wordU» 

DifTeoM]^ 
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Bificntq^,  who  err  in  the  contrary  ex- 
treme frodv«hat  we  laftconfidered.     For, 
as  thofe  generally  decry  the  guidance  of 
reaibn,    and   the  advantages  of  human 
learning,  thefe  latter  maintain  the  fupre* 
macy  of  our  limited  faculties,  and  are  too 
apt  to  difcard  every  tenet  of  revelation 
that  cannot  be  lowered  to  the  irafp  of  our 
icanty  intellect,  or  which  can  in  any  way  be 
fuppofed  to  contradift  the  difcoveries  of 
fcience.      While  the  Calvinifts  tell  us^ 
diat  Chrift  has  done  all  iox  us,  and  that 
we  are  mere  machines,  unrefifting  recep- 
tacles of  the  overwhelming  grace  of  God  $ 
the  ^Qcinians  rejed:  the   atonement  andr 
mediatorial  office  of  the  Redeemer,  de^ 
pofe  him  from  his  exalted  rank  of  Son  of 
God,  and  lower  him  to  a  created  being, 
nay  even  to  a  mortal  man  liable  to  (in» 
Proud  of  the  dignity  of  their  nature,'  they 
affert  bur  free  agency,  at  the  expence  of 
divine  iupremacyj  and  they  make  our' 

F  2  (alva?- 
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falvation  to  depend  fo  entirely  on  our- 
felyes^  as  to  limit,  if  not  annihilate,  the 
co-operating  jiffiftance  of  the  Spirit  of 
God.  You  will  pei;ceive,  that  thefe  opi- 
nions are  rather  ^ddrefled  to  the  pride  of 
philofophy,  than  to  the  paflions  of  the  • 
multitude;  .they  are,  however,  diflcmi!- 
nated  with  great  zeal  amongft  all  ranks  Qf 
fociety ;  and  they  are  combined  with  fuch 
pretenfions  to  {rec  inquiry,  the  right  of 
private  judgement,  and  abfolutc  impu* 
nity  in  matters  of  opinion,  as  ^re  rtioft 
likely  to  e.nfure  .their  popularity.  Much* 
mental  ftrength  is  enrolled  in  the  ranks  of 
thefe  difputnnts;  and  a  periodical  work, 
eftecmed  by  many  to  be  unique  in  wit  and 
vigour,is  the  avowed  champion  ofthiscaufe, 
and  the  vigilant  and  mercilcfs  caftigatpr  of 
its  adverfaries.  Iiis  believed,  that  a  w^ 
decided  majority  of  the  people  of  England 
refufe  to  be  laughed,  or  reafoned,  out, of 
Vi^hat  they  have  long  confidered  to  be  the. 

peculiarly 
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fetuRarly  difiingui/hing  tenets  of  their  rdi^ 
gion.  I  cannot  help  ftifpefting,  however, 
that  the  amaising  pains  which  were  taken  a 
few  years  ago  to  inftill  into  the  unfuf- 
picious  mind  of  youth  a  firm  pcrfuafioii, 
that  modes  of  faith  are  uneflential^  and 
fettled  religious  principles  another  name 
^  fot  bigotry,  have  not  been  without  iffed:, 
though  they  may  not  have  added  to  th^ 
humbers  of  the  fed  by  whop  this  laxity 
of  faith  was  peculiarly  reeomniendc4 
.Whence  is  it,  that  this  age  is  fo  fertile  in 
flew  and  ftrange  opinions  ?  How  comes  ir, 
that  the  auftere  but  fincere  piety  of  formei: 
periods  fliould  lapfe  into  lukewarm  fic- 
quiefcence  with  eftabliflied  forms>  of  the 
meaning  of  which  we  rather  glory .  than 
blufli  to  be  ignorant ;  or  elfe  evaporate 
into  the  frothy  effiifions  of  whimfical 
cnthufiafm  ?  It  is  certain,  that  the  I.atir 
tudinarian  and  the  fanatic  mutually  pre- 
pare profelytcs.  for  each  other.  •  When 
^  F  3  once 
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«iice  the  mind  is  )oofencd  from  the  fteacff 
anchor  of  fixed  principles^  it  is  ready  tor 
drive  with  every  wind  of  doftrine,  and 
never  knows  the  comfort  of  fecurc  re- 
|K)fe*»      The  repeated  admonitions  that 

have 

<  There  cannot  be  a  /surer  Tpecifnen  of  tlie  ftfle 
•f  criticUm  which  is  employed  to  (hake  the  foanda- 
tions  of  religious  principle>  than  the  following  re<- 
jnarkf  on  the  maternal  inflruftions  which  a  lady  of 
fitfliion  addreiled  to  her  {on,  the  reipedable  author  of 
which  had  had  the  hardihood  to  exchange  vague  and 
indefinite  admonitions>  for  an  exprefs  recommendation 
of  the  national  faith.  "  With  refpeft  to  ihtJoarimf 
^  $/  Chrijtianityt  without  combating  the  pofitiont 
'*  here  laid  down>  we  confefs  we  Aiould  have  been 
**  better  p]eafed»  if  the  orthodox  faith  of  the  fiiir 
**  wxiter  had  been  offered  to  her  pupil  in  a  more 
'*  BHxleft  and  leis  decided  tone.  When  an  authdr\i 
V  tenets  are  founded  folely  on  the  authority  of  die 
<<  English  tranilation  of  the  New  Teflament^  w&ioh 
**  may  chance  to  convey  more  or  leis  than  the  ori- 
^  ginal  ^rly  implies^  a  certain  degree  of  diffidence 
*'  Iboatd  fureiy  accompany  aflibrtioas^  rfpecially  on 
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feviS  feeh  given   t5  '{iafchcs,    to  ai^pkf 
Making  thtirchildri^n' bigots/  by  teachings 

^'*  poiixts  which  are  yet  Coftteft^d  among  the  learned 
**  divines  of  the  reformed  churches,     A  ilngle  text* 
"**  may  be  g(xA  *vefial  frosf,  and  fodi  as  may  prove 
■•  fati9fa£lory  to  Jmr  ilMnet ;  f>6t  there  are  otheri 
*<  who  wodd  hefitate  t6  eibbliih  theif  laiih  oh  fucli' 
**  ileader  grounds,  and  they  wottld  recoHeft  the  te- 
^  mark  of  the  poet :  In  religion 
•*  What  damned  error*  but  fome  fober  brow 
•'Will  blefs  iti  af^d  appribire  it  with  a  tejtti- 

Might  not  one4i(k  the  author  of  this  ingenions  mode 
itf  combating/tf/r  dMius,  om  what^jr{^7/;r/ has  out' 
cboMk  founded  any  of  its  dodtrines  F    Is  it  impof« 
'ftle  ibra  mere  EngliOi'reader  to  O^btain  fuch  a  vievr 
•f  die  cOntroverfy>  as  to  difcover  which  party  brings 
the  Ibengeft  fcriptaral  eyidence^  or  moft  ably  fup- 
pprts  its  opinion  ?    I  prefume^  the  condo^ors  of  this 
review  only  mean  ta  prohibit '  ortlmkx  females  fioin ' 
yfing  a  decided  tone ;  for  I  recoiled  ^that  the  daring 
aflertions  of  an  audacious  advocate  of  impiety  and 
Tevolt  received  no  harf^  reproof;  but  the  public  wete 
iflLvited.td  read  bir  writingsi  by  callifig  them  fpiriced 
indixriginal. 
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them  myftcries  before  thcif  reafon  ripcfl^ 
ed^  has  caufed  young  people  to  be  trained 
tip  in  fuch  ignorance  of  the  faith  which 
.they  profefs,  as  would  have  aftonifliecl 
every  age  fince  the  Reformation.  To 
this,  I  am  perfuadcd,  we  muft  afcribe 
the  recent  progrefs  of  Calvinifm  j  and 
not,  as  it  is  invidioufly  ftated,  to  the 
fiegleSl  of  our  regular  clergy.  Elemen  tary 
inftrudion  is  a  branch  oi parental  ducy  i  it 
is  the  foundation  on  which  the  fuper- 
ftrufture  of  Chriftian  knowledge  muft  be 
raifed';  and  we  might  as  well  cavil  widi 
Eton  and  Weftminfter  for  not  ^teaching 
the  primmer,  as  condemn  our  fpiritual 
paftor  for  not  publicly  teaching  "  thefirft 
"  principles  of  the  doftrine  of  Chrift."^^ 
If,  tinder  the  idea  of  being  an  enlightened 
and  liberal  parent,  we'  fufFer  our  children 
to  remain  in  ignorance  of  the  terms  and 
obligations  of  their  baptifmal  vow ;  if  we 
tell  them,  that  they  are  free  to  choofc  the 
A  •  :  way 
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way  ih  which  they  will  wor0iip  the  uni- 
verfal  Godj  who  is  alike  pleafcd  with  the 
homage  of  "  the  Saint,  the  Savage,  and 
*'  the  Sage,"  let  us  not  feekfor  the  reafon 
of  their  future  nialadies  in  the  unwhole- 
fome  nutrimcm:  that  they  reefeive  from 
their  parochial  niiniftcr,  but  in  our  having 
ncgleded  to  feed  their  infant  years  with 
the  milk  of  God's  holy  word,  left  we 
ftiould  thereby  prejudice  them  in  favour' 
of  what  the  wifeft  of  mankind  haye  pro- 
nounced to  be  ten  thoufand  times  more 
precious  than  the  riches  of  Ophir- 
.  There  is  fomething  fo  formidable  in 
the  term  iigot,  efpecially  when  coupled 
with  its  ally  perfecutor,  that  I  dp  not  won- 
der our  latitudinarian  fedarie^  have  found 
thefe  names  raoft  ufcful  artillery  to  drive 
weak  mothers  from  performing  their 
duty,  and  to  intimidate  diffident  people 
from  avowing  the  principles  that  they  pro- 
feffed.    What  if  I  (hew^  that  thefe.  alarm- 
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ing  epiihets  are  noi  appropnatCi  tvhen  af- 
cribed  to  the  confcientious  members  of  a 
church  conftituted  upon  fuch  principles 
as  that  to  which  we  belong !  But  I  muft 
appeal  from  the  judgement  of  thofc  who 
do  not  acknowledge  the  divine  authoritf 
of  our  whole  Scriptures^  and  only  ufe  a 
mutilated  and  garbled  edition  of  iucb 
parts  of  the  facred  writings  as  fuit  their 
own  purpofes.  I  might  advert  to  the 
epiftles  of  St.  Paul>  who  authoritatively 
denounces  various  herefies^  and  excom* 
SHinicates  heretics  in  the  churches  whic& 
fce  founded,  and  governed,  either  by  him- 
fklf  or  hijs  kni^^ediate  agents.  I  might 
bring  forward  the  examples  of  St.  Peter 
aod  St.  Jude^  who  exhorted  dieir  converts- 
to  ^  beware  of  thofe  who  privily  bring 
^  in  damnable  Ilerefles,  eyen  d^ing  tbi 
•*  Lord  who  bought  tbcmi^  and-  **^  to  con- 
tend earneftly  for  the  faith  once  de« 
^  l^\trt^  to  the  faints/'  becauie  certain 
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men  ^'ha^e  crept  in  uhawai:<8r  wl^b;^ 
"  were  before  of  old  oodainedto  thi&con- 
•*  dcmn^tipo  J  ungodly  men,  turning  the 
•^'gtiace  of. God  into . lafcivioufhefs^  and. 
*^  denying  the  only  Lord  God  and  our 
«^  Ijord  Jefus  Chrift/'  but  I  will  reft  my 
proof  on  the   dodri&est  qX.  the  beloveds 

«  difcipIeSc.  John.     As  he  was  moft  ho*- 
npured  with  the  fricndfhip  of  his  mafter,^ 
^.haye^reafon  to  believe  that  his  cha^  ^ 
raster  was  moftilaflimilated  to  that  perfeft : 

'  model  lof  aU  excdicnce  which  the  incar^ . 
Mte  Deity  vprefented.}.  In  his  writings  we ; 
Ujace  two  diftinguiibing  features  \  a  fub« 
li)|ie  and  clear  view  of  the  facred  myfte- 
ries>  and  an  ardent  aSe£lion  for  jiisfellow- 
creatures.     His  Golpelopeoa:  with  a  full  \ 
and  unequivocal  teftimony  of  the  divinity 
of  his  Mafteri  ^  texti  which,  according;  r 
CQ  the  confeflion  xA  the  learned  German^ 
conunentator  Michadisj  has  never  been 
ij»jh«  leaft  affefted  by  the  moft  diligent 
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inquiry,  and  minute  critidfiri^  of  tlmfe 
who  would  baniih  that  doArine  from  the 
articles  of  religibn.  Inftead  of  its  au- 
thenticity being  Jhakm  by  the  coUedioos 
of  two  celebrated  collators  of  manufcripits, 
Mills  and  Wetftcin,  it  has  been  rmierei 
more  certain  than  ever  *.  y^hen  we  con- 
fider  that  the  numerous  manufcripta  of  this 
gofpel  which  are  preferved  have  beep 
made  by  tranfcribers  differing  in  fenti- 
Hients,  and  for  oppofite»  purpofcs ;  that 
they  lived  in- countries  and  ages  remote 
from  each  oth(^r,  and  ufed  diflPerent  hXk- 
guages  and  idioms ;  we  muft  look  upon 
the  authentic  identity  of  this  text  as  a 
peculiar  interpofition  of  the  fame  hdy 
Spirit,  which  firft  infpired  the  venerable 
apoftle  to  pen  this  important  truth,  to 
refute  the  fallacies  of  heretics  who,  even 
in  the  firfi:  ages  of  the  church,  refufed  to 

*  The&neis  obforred  of  Romass^  ptk  chapter 
woA  5tk  verfc.  : 
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Jbow  the  pritje  of  b^ntian  reafon  to  thdfe 
attefting  miracles  which  witneffed  the  in- 
carnation and  fufferings.of  the  Son  of 
God.  It  is  generally,  acknowledged,  that 
the  gofpel  of  St.  Jbhh  was  written  at  a 
time  when  herefies  had  crept  into  the 
Church*;  and  every  atteiitire  reader  of 
this  facred  treatife  muft  acknowledge,  that 
it  is  diamietrically  oppofite  to  the  notion 
of  the  raere^hunoaoity  of  our  ^Lord^  It 
feems  fingular,  that  the  Socinians  •^9uU 
venture  to  airert>  th.af  their  opioipn^^^w^re 
what  was  antiently  efteem^d  to  be  ortho- 
dox, in  the  very  teeth  of  an  apoftoUcal 
hiftory,  compofed  for  the  efp^cial  purpbfe 
.!of  ^£ferting  the.  doArine.. which  is  main-« 
taincd  by  every  Chriftian,  conlmunity  but 
their  own. 

I  fear  that  I  have  been  led  to  digrefs  a 
. Httle-  from; my  purpofc^;   -It  was  rather  nay 

♦  The  firft  deniers  of  Ciu"ift'§  divinity  were  tie 
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defign  to  propofe  to  you  ^he  example  of 
St.  John^  than  at  this  time  to  enlarge  upon 
his  do^rine.     The  proofs  of  thofc  funda^^ 
mental  articles  of  our  fakh  (the  divinity 
and  atonement  of  Chrift)  ^are^  vpiort  au** 
merous  in  the  writings  of  thia  apoftkf.. 
than  ia  any  other  of  the  facred  penmen;^ 
yet  none  of  them  appear  to  have  glowed , 
with  iuch  ardenty  fu<ch  univerf^  bene?o- 
kncej  as  this  evangelift.    He  even  makesi. 
otir  love  to  our  brother  the  pledge  and  cri« 
tenon  of  our  boafted  love  to  ouf/^Maken. 
1^8  Brft  or  catholic  epiftlcU  generally, 
believed  to  have  been  written-  in. extrenne 
old  agCy  when  he.  was  on  the  eve  of  ^be• 
holding  his  friend  aqd  mailer  in  thefotli 
fruition  of  uncreated .  gloryy .  How  pa-, 
thctic>  how  energetic  atie  his,  adnH>Ai^ry; 
adieus  to  that  flock  which,  hchad  A:^  long  r 
"uttended  \    He  falutes  them  .  with   the  j 
:  epithet  of  ♦*  beloved  \\    he  •  calk  them  . 
•*  his  little  children V!  he  conjures  and] 
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ejDttcats  them  "  to  keep  ftcadfaft  in  the 
♦*  faith  i'*-  and  he  admoni(hcs  them  **  to 

* 

"  love  one  another/'  as  the  mark  of  their 
religion.  Did  he>  who  leaned  on  the 
bofom.  of  Chrift,  believe  modes  of  faith 
CQ  be  immaterifil^  or  that  the  characters  of 
a  firm  champion  of  the  truths  and  a  ge- 
nuine philanthropifty  are  incompatible? 
Did  I  fay  philanthropy  ?  Let  me  rejeft  a 
term  fb  often  perverted  to  the  bafeft  ptifL 
pofes^  and  Aibftitute  the  Chriftian  epithet 
of  charity.  Shall  we  aCcufe  the  beloved 
difciple  of  inconfiftency  or  bigotry  ^  and 
can  the  mafter^  who  feledted  him  from  at) 
human  beings  as  moft  worthy  of  the  glo- 
rious title  of  his  friend,  be  fcreened  from 
the  charge  of  weak  partiality  ?  We  will 
not  tax  God  fbolifhiy,  nor  lightly  impeach 
the  eonduft  of  the  moft  diftinguifhed  of 
mankind.  True  beneicolence  extends 
to  th^  (buls  as  well  as  to  the  bodies  of 
our  frUoW'Crtatures  I  and  what  greater 

kindaefi 


kindnefs  can  be  (hewn  to  the  former,  thm 
in  (leadily  refifting.dreadful  and  fedudivc 
dodlrines  ? 

From  the  teftimony  which  the  writings 
of  St.  John  afford  of  his  chara(5ler  in  ad- 
vanced life,  we  may  difcover  the  efficacy 
of  his  matter's^  kflbns  on  his  naturally 
vehement  and  vindidive  character,  la 
the  warm  enthufiafm  of  early  youth>  he 
>yas  anxious  to  "  call  down  fire  from 
"  {i^avcn"  on  tbpfe  cities  that  would  not 
receive  hin  Lord  j  but  the  undlion  of  that 
bleflfed  Spirit,  of  which  he  received  ip 
copious  a  fhare  on  the  day  of  Pcntecofli 
taught  him  the  manner  in  which  he  was  to 
enforce  his  milTion.  He  npw  knew,  that 
he  was  not  appointed  ruler  of  the  Alian 
Churches  to  ufe  the  arm  of  the  flelh,  or  to 
afHift  and  torment  others.  But^  as  no 
two  things  can  be  more  pppo^te,  thaa 
tacit  acquiefcence  in  falfe  opinions,  and 

cruelty  to  erring  brethren*  he  has  left  us  a 
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(hining  example  of  2eal  for  truths  without 
that  bafe  ailoy  of  uncharitablenefs,  which 
human  padions  are  fo  apt  to  intermix  in 
whatever  deeply  interefts  the  mind*. 

Bigotry 

'  *  I  im  Unwilling  to  mix  with  the  urtain  autho- 
rity of  Scripture,  the  doubtful  atteitation  of  human 
teftimony ;  yet  I  wifh  to  repeat  two  anecdotes  of 
this  ftpoftle,  authenticated  by  Irensus,  a  father  of 
the  fecOnd  century^  who  profeifed  that  he  had  them 
from  Polycarpi  the  immediate  difciple  of  St.  John. 
Whatever  may  be  their  authenticity,  Irenaeus  muft 
haye  thought  that  they  correfponded  with  the  then 
wdl-knbwn  chara^ler  of  thi&  apofUe.  The  one  is» 
that  coming  into  the  bath  at  Ephefus,  and  hearing 
that  the  noted  heretic  Cerinthus  was  then  there,-  he 
immediately  left  i(^  warning  his  followers  to  da  the 
fame,  leil  the  place  which  contained  fo  great  an 
enemy  to  the  truth  fliould  fall  upon  their  heads.—— 
The  other  anecdote  is,  that  when  age  difabled  him 
from  preaching  at  every  public  meeting,  he  exhorted 
bis  flock  with  thefe  words:-— ^<  Little  children,  love 
**  one  another."  Jiis  auditors,  wearied  with  thj? 
repetition,  inquired  the  reafon  of  it ;  and  received 
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Bigotry  and  prejtidice  are  as  mucfa  tfir 
bugbears  of  this  agc^  as  the  Pbpe  and  the 
.i^retender  were  formerly.  It  is  impoflibfe- 
to  defend  what  is  rights  without  danger 
t>f  encountering  the  obloquy  annexed  tcT 
tyranny,  perfecutionj  ignorance,  fanati« 
eifm,  and  narrowneA  of  foul.  Itet  it 
feems  as  if  few  were  fo  bigoted  as  thofe 
who  toudly  declaim  in  praife  of  unbounded- 
firedom  of  opinion ;  whicHi  when  mctlf 
analyzed,  is  genendly  found  to  mam  a* 
reftlefihdefirt  of  eftablilhing  our  own  fen-' 
timents  as  the  univerfal  doArine;  Sufdyr 
when  we  praife  the  liberality  of  our  cwir 
Aotionsj  we  difcover  too  much  vanity  fO* 
bring  the  fen^ments  of  our  adverfarirt' 
into  difcredit  widi  any  intelligent  reader. 

lor  auAirer,  *'  This  is  what  our  Lord  commanded ; 
^  and  if  we  cap  do  this^  we  need  do  nothing  elfc.*' 
I  have  quoted  this  account  from  an  excellent  workf - 
mKi  ftudied  by  every  £imi]y ;  I  mean  Nelfon's  Com« 
pamonto  the  Feafls  and  Fa(b  of  the  Chordi  of  Eng** 
land.    It  m^y  be  found  in  various  authors. 

To 
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'  To  apply  this  remark  to  that  Tpecies  cf 
)>ifienters  which  is  mofl:  vehement  in 
charging  the  eftabli(hment  with^  bigotry : 
According  to  their  acknowledged  tenets, 
modes  of  faith  are  immaterial  in  the  eyes 
of  the  Deity*  The  Romanifts,  who  be- 
iteve  ialvation  to  be  circumfcribed  within 
ibe  piapal  pale>  are  juftifiable  in  their  zeal 
far  making  converts ;  but  what  motiw 
can  we  affign  to  thofe,  who  teach  that 
^*  God  made  men  to  diflfer  in  points  of 
^*  fiiith/'  and  who  yet  purfuc  every  «ie- 
thodf  and  move  every  engine,  to  bring 
the  world  to  a  conformity  with  dieir'own 
opinion  ?  Is  not  this  ufing  one  meafuHs 
for  our  neighbours,  and  another  for  oup- 
felvcs,  and  crying  out  againft  the  intole* 
ranee  that  we  praftife?  Does  this  pro- 
ceed from  zeal  for  trqthl  Noj  with 
them,  the   confcious  mind   is  its  own 

* 

'^  awful  world ;''  and  what  ieems  ri^t  to 
a  num  is  de^mmed  lo  be  right  to  him. 

The 
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The  motive  muft,  therefore,  "be;  tithdf 
the  love  of  contention,  or  that  ambitious 
defire  of  fuperiority,  and  bigoted  attach^ 
ment  ta  their  own  notions,  which  thcf 
charge  as  heinous  offences  againft  uS-; 
who,  dreading  the  threatenings  denounced 
againft  thofe  that  mutilate  the  facred  vo* 
lume,  dare  not  erafc  a  truth  which  per- 
vades the  whole  feries  of  Scripture,  frorA 
the  brief  but  awful  and  inftruftivc  narra^ 
live  of  the  formation  and  fall  of  man,  to 
that  prophetical  clofe  of  the  facred  volume 
which  lifts  the  myfterious  veil  of  futurity, 
to  (hew  us  the  final  renovation  of  the 
human  fpecies  in  the  city  of  the  living 
God. 

I  need  not  inform  my  dear  young  friend, 
that  the  truth  to  which  I  have  alluded  is, 
the  atoning  facrifice  of  the  Son  of  God  i 
by  which  the  Almighty  Father  was  pleafed 
at  once  to  (hew  his  hatred  to  fin,  and  hii 
compailion  to  finners.  1  do  not  intend  to, 
^  purfuc 
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^rfue  the  long  ferics  of  promifcs,  analo- 
gies^  ceremonial  inftitutions^  and  pro« 
phecies^  by  which  the  world  was  prepared 
for  this  great  event :  a  volume  devoted  to 
the  fubje<5):  would  give  but  a  brief  view 
of  the  types  and  predidions  which  an- 
nounced its  unexampled  importance.  To 
this,  point  all  the  promifes  made  to  Adam, 
Noahy  Abraham,  and  the  reft  of  the 
Patriarchs,  pre-eminently  tended;  even 
thofe  which  appear  to  us  to  be  merely 
of.  a  perlbnal,  temporary  nature,  to  them 
(as  we  may  learn  from  other  parts  of 
Scripture)  dtfclofed  views  which  extended 
beyond  this  tranfitory  ftate,  and  the  tem- 
poral concerns  of  their  offspring.  To 
prepare  mankind,  by  previous  concep- 
tions of  the  manner  in  which  the  o^ended 
jglftice  of  the  Almighty  muft  be  propiti^ 
aicd,  facrifices  were  introduced  (and  it  is 
believed  by  divine  appointment)  imme- 
diately after  the  fall  5  they  were  revived  in 

the 


the  renewed  corenant  made  with  Noah 
after  the  flood ;  and  pofitvoely  enjoined  to 
the  Patriarchs  during  their  various  migra* 
tions.  When  the  Mofaical  law  was  given 
by  God  to  the  Jews,  they  were  efteemed 
of  fuch  confequence,  that  the  regulatiooj 
of  them  forms  one  entire  book  of  the  Pen- 
tateuch ;  and  during  the  whole  of.  die 
Jewifh  oeconomy,  thofc  ceremontads  were 
regularly  obfcrved,  though  often  contimi- 
nated  by  idolatrous  intermixture. 

Confidered  in  itfelf,  flaying  a  beafl  in 
honour  of  a  fpiritual  being,  muft  appear 
an  abfurd  and  indecorous  mode  of  homager 
There  is  no  natural  connexion  between 
(bedding  of  blood,  and  pardon  of  fin; 
thefe  purple  libations,  therefore,  itiuft 
originally  have  been  of  fuperhuman'  ap« 
pointment,  and  intended  to  prepare  the- 
minds  of  men  for  that  event  which  was  to 
happen  in  fulneis  of  time.  It  is  evidentt 
frKMii  the  numerous  reproofs  of  the  pro^ ' 
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{iietSj  that  theJewswcrcapt.tal6ok.no 
for^r  than  to  the  mere  vifibie  ordinance ; 
the  50th  Pfalm»  and  the  ift  chapter  of 
Haiaht  arc  lively  inftances  of  an  endea- 
vour to/piritMalize  the  minds  of  the  peo- 
plCp  and  to  convince  them  that  it  was 
not  the  blood  of  calves  snd  of  goats  that 
was  xeally  acceptable  to  God. 

If  at  be  aflced  by  our  opponents^  why^ 
God. would  not  grant  the  pardon  that  he 
intended)  without  requiring  fo  fevere  1^ 
raofbm  as  the  precious  blood  of  Chrift  i 
we  may  aafwer^  ^'  it  was  not  his  pleafurt 
^'  fo  to  do/'    To  argue  on  this  point, 
from  w^  we  fliould  fuppofe  to  be  mUe 
b  the  conduft  of  a  human  creature^  is  to 
produce  a  parallel  which  fails  in  all  the ' 
known  points  of  tefemblance.    It  is  to 
compare    finite  with  infinite^   in  every 
point  of  view  in  which  we  can  fuppofe' 
{wfi^CCt  puricy>  juftice^  mercyy  power, 
aod  .reqiiitdli  ta  a^     The.  kin^>  who. 

ihould 
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ihould  offer  the  heir  of  his  throne  as  « 
facriBce  for  the  crimes  of  his  futgcfis^ 
mufl  have  the  power  of  raifing  him  from 
the  grave,  before  he  can  be  produced  as 
a  comparifon  for  the  Almighty ;  and  he 
mud  be  himfclf  Jinle/Sy  before  he  can  cod- 
fiftently  thus  exprefs  his  irreconcilablends 
to  guilf.  From  our  confeft  incapacity  of 
fudging  of  any  thing  fo  remote  from  us  as 
the  Deity,  acquiefcence  in  what  he  has  re* 
yealed  becomes  not  only  expedient,  but 
our  bounden  duty.  AU^  that  we  know  o( 
God  is  from  the  work^  of  his  hands,  and 
the  book  diftated  by  his  Spirit ;  and  from 
both  we  may  learn,  that  "  he  feeth  not 
'^  as  man  feeth  ;  that  his  ways  are  equal, 
''  though  ours  are  unequal ;  and  that  bis 
"  pufpofes  are  paft  finding  out."  A^; 
prefent,  "  we  fee  through  a  glafs  darkly  j**^ 
becaufe  our  faculties  are  too  Imiited  tO: 
give  us  a  juft^and  adequate  idea^  either  of 
his  attributes,  or  of  the  laws  of  that  invi- 
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liblc  .ftatc  in  which  he  is  more  confpicu- 
oufly   revealed.      Is  it  fo  extraordinary, 
that  the  creature  cannot  comprehend  the 
Creator  ?  Does  fuch  a  defcription  of  the 
God  whom  we  Chriftians  worftiip,  prove 
him  to  be  any  ways  different  from  that 
author  of  nature,    for  whofe  myfterious 
operations  philofophers  cannot  fatisfafto- 
rily  account  in   many  minute  inftances, 
though  the  general  rtfult  of  the  vifiblc 
creation  compels  them  to  confefs  that  he* 
is,  and  that  he  is  infinitely  wife  and  bene- 
volent? In  the  moral  government  of  the 
world,    does    not   Providence  frequently 
permit  affliftion  to  fall  upon  virtue,  and 
fufFer  vice  to  profper*  even  by  the  means 
of  its'  own  wicked   machinations  ?  Thi$ 
c6frefpondence  between  the  character  and 
conduft  of  the  Almighty,  as  defcribed  by 
his  word  and  his  works,  opens  a  very  co- 
pious   field  for  obfervation,  upon  which 
we    will    prefchtly    touch,    though    my 
VOL.  II.  c  know- 
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knowledge  of  natural  philofophy  and 
fcience  is  too  limited  to  enable  me  to  do 
it  the  juftice  that  I  wifli. 

Put  let  JUS  firft  purfue  our  obfervations 
Oin  the  objeftions  that  are  raifcd  to  thefc 
two  momentous  points,  the  redemption 
of  the  world,  and  the  pleurality  of  perfbns 
in  the  Godhead.  The  opponents  with 
whom  wc  now  contend  admit  Jefus  Chrift 
to  be  a  prophet  fent  from  God ;  and  by 
their  lately  afcribing  to  him  the  term 
XiOrd,  I  hope  they  have  generally  rcjcdted 
Dr.  Prieftley 's  impious  notion  that  he  was 
mere  man,  and  acknowledge  him  to  be  a 
great  pre-exiftent  fpirit,  probably  the  firft 
of  created  beings^  ajad  the  delegated  head 
of  the  Chriftian  church.  As  they  niuft, 
therefore,  have  got  over  what  was  to 
them  fb  long  a  Humbling  block,  the  mi- 
raculous incarnation,  it  is  much  to  be 
lamented  that  they  could  not  bring  their 
x^Ginds  to   receive  the  whole  truth  i  for 

bow 


how  wc  can  addrefs  prayers  fo  or  through 
jmy  created  being  withcmt  being  goilty  of 
idolatry,  or  having  mean  and  unworthy 
ideas  of  God,  they  muft  explain  i  and  if 
be  be  our  Lord  and  fpiritual  head,  it  is 
fr4)m  him,  as  well  as  for  his  fak^,-  that 
wc  muft  expcft  blefling  and  proteftion. 
They  ftiil  deny  the  atonertlenPC,  or  that  the 
world  was  reconciled  to  God  by  the  death 
ofChrift;  but  they  admit  that  he  really 
was  crucified,  and  roie  from  the  dead  in 
proof  and  confirmation  of  the  truth  of  thc^ 
dodtrine-  that  he  was  Tent  into  the  world 
to  ttach  J  namely,  the  refurreftion  of  the 
body,  and  immortal  life.  They  fay,  it  is 
inconliftent  with  the  ideas  that  we  ought  to 
form  of  divine  juftice,  to  fuppofe  thatt 
God  would  not  pardon  the  guilty,  with* 
out  fomc  innocent  perfon  paid  the  ftipu- 
lated  ranfom  of  their  fouls,  by  fubmitting 
to  temporal  death,  to  rcfcue  the  World 
from  eternal  puniihment.     As  they  make^ 
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fuch  a  point  of  eKplaining  all  the  a^om 
of  die  Deity  on  (human  grounds,  thef 
iiiuft  tell  us  how  they  juftify  God  for 
fufFering  this  innocent  :peribn  to  die»  in 
order  to  convince  a  ftubborn  and  incre- 
dulous worid  of  die  truth  of  his  mifTion. 
We  naay  tell  fkem,  that  God  could  have 
xxiade  ufeof  means  moreTuited  to^^^r  ideas 
of  redtitude^  to  convince  fireptics  who 
had  refitted  the  power  of  unexampled  nni-  ' 
racks,  with  as  much  appUcablenefs  of  ar* 
gument  to  their  notions,  as  they  can  urge 
againft  our  creeds,  that  a  lef&  exception*^ 
able  mode  of  pardoning  fmners  might  have 
been  adopted.  If  they  plead,  that  the 
refurreftion  of  Chrift  removes  all  idea  of 

* 

4njuftice  from  their  explanation  of  this 
proceeding,  we  may  reply,  that  that  event 
J6  equally  juftificatory  of  the  righteous 
dealings  of  God  in  our  fyftem.  Accord- 
ing to  them,  the  Refifrreftion  of  Qhrifl: 
mtrtly  told  the  world  ibat  he  was  a  true 

j)rophetj 


prophcc ;  we  have^he  words  of  an  apoftlc 
on  our  fide  when  We'  add,  that  it  was 
alio  the  joyful,  confirmation  of. our  own 
reftoration  to  divine  favour.  Clirift  is 
-Ttifen  from  the  dead,  and  therefore  our 
faith  is  not  vain  ;  we  arq  no  longer  in  our 
fins*.  The  Unitarians  generally  allow^ 
that  Ghrid  intercedes  for  us  in  Heaveq^ 
Js  it  not  as  derogatory  to  the  divine  attrif- 
bute  of  mercy,  as  meafured'by  our  finitft 

rcafon,  that  finners  fhould  need  an  a^o- 

"  ii.' 
vocate  and  remembrancer  to  inove  the  Al- 

Jnighty  to  pardon  their  fellings  and  r^li^ve 

their  wants,  as  that  their  offences  fliQuld 

require  a  ranjom  ?    Into  thefe  abfurditiei 

and  con  traditions  men  are   apt  .to  fall, 

who  open  the  farred  volume  with  a  prcr 

determined  idea  of  making  it  bend  to 

their  own  notions,  not  of  humbly  leam^ 

ing,  land  pioufly  fubmitting  to  what  they 

arc  there  taught*. 

^  ift  Corinthians^  151(1  chapter,  17th  veHe. 

6  3  If 


186 

If  the  doftrlnes  of  the  Trinity  *,  and 
the  atonement,  reded  upon  a  few  particu- 
lar paflages  of  Scripture  of  doubtful  ia* 
terpretation,  as  is  the  cafe  with  the  pofi- 
ttive  decrees  that  we  lately  confidered  f  i  it 

*  The  Socinians  ftrongly  objed  to  feveral  of  ths 
terms  and  exprefTions  that  are  afed  in  our  church,  ar 
vnicriptural ;  efpecially  to  this  of  the  Trinity.  It  it 
acknowledged,  that  this  word,  or  any  aggregate  epi^ 
^me  of  this  dofir jne,  is  not  to  be  fband  in  holy  writ 
It  .is  a  compendious  cxpreffion  adopted  by  the  earif 
fathers  in  their  controverfy  with  the  Heretics  who 
denied  this  dq^rine,  as  more  convenient  than  a  long 
peripl^.rafis.  It  would  not  be  too  great  a  faai£ce  ibr 
peace  to  give  .n\  this  word,  if  another  equally  com* 
prehenfive,  and  of  as  acknowledged  and  determinatt 
import,  could  be  fublHtuted  b):.  mutual  confent.  But 
it  is  well  known,  that  this  is  not  what  our  adverfiuiet 
deiire.  Their  oppofition  glances  from  the  expreffion 
i^the  dodrine,  which  is  fo  plainly  inculcated  in  die 
New  Teftament  that  we  dare  not  relinqulih  It,  left  w# 
ihoiild  incur  the  curfe  pronounced  on  thofe  whodi* 
minifii  from  the  book.     See  Rev.  22d  ch«  1 9th  ver^ 

f  Letter  V. 
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W)uld[  be  incumbent  On  us  to  rcfle6t, 
whether  we  are  not  called  upon  to  makf 
concefllons  for  the  fake  of  unity,  and  even 
to  enter  upon  a  careful  revifion  of  our 
national  belief,  that  we  might  expunge 
what  was  unfcriptural.  But  the  reverfe 
of  this  is  fo  far  acknowledged  by  our  ad- 
verfarics,  that  as  they  cannot  by  the moff 
minute  invej^ligation,  the  mod  fubtle  ar« 
guments^  the  mod:  drained  conceifions, 
and  every  varied  rule  of  interpretation, 
get  rid  of  the  ^lumerous  and  itubborn 
texts  which  not  only  prefs  hard  upon,  but 
a6hially  annihilate  their  notions,  they  have 
been  forced  to  fay^  that  Scripture  was 
early  interpolated  for  the  purpofes  of  the 
Trinitarians.  No  attempt  at  proving  the 
time  iSr  place  when  this  was  done  has  ever 
been  made ;  indeed,  as  there  is  not  the' 
fmalleft  hiflorrcal  teftimony  to  fupport  this 
aflertion,  they  are  forced  to  reft  it  upon 
eonjedure*    They  tell  us,  that  marginal 
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notes,  written  by  fome  partizan  of  our 
caufe,  may  have  been  foifted  into  the 
original  text,  through  the  ignorance, 
carelefsnefs,  or  bigotry  of  the  tranfcribers. 
But  then  all  tranfcripts  of  the  Bible  muft 
have  had  thefc  marginal  notes,  and  all 
tranfcribers  muft  have  adlcd  in.  concert  (a 
fuppofition  that  would  prove  all  the  early 
Chridians  to  have  been  Trinitarians);  for 
it  is  difficult  to  conceive  how  thefe  faults 
in  any  particular  copy,  or  fet  of  men, 
could  occafion  an  .0xa£lly  Jimilar  change 
in  the  thoufands  of  thoufand  manufcripts 
of  the  NewTeftament  that  certainly  had 
been  in  cxiftence  previous  to  the  difcovery 
of  the  art  of  printings 

The  Unitarians  again  aflert,  that  thefe 
myfterious  do6lrines  are  often  contained 
,  in  paflages  evidently  parenthetical.  Is  the 
parenthefis  only  ufed  by  ftcred  writers; 
is  it  not  a  cofnmon  licence  adopted  by 
all  authors,  especially  early  ones  ^  and  has 

•  the 


the  genuinencfs  of  the  text  of  any  anticnt 
claflic  been  difputcd,  merely  becaufe  of 
the  involution  of  his  fentences  ?  We 
might  further  a(k,  if  all,  or  even  the 
greater  part  of  texts  aflerting  the  divinity 
and  the  atonement  of  our  Lord  are  of  this 
defcription  j  but  the  grofs  abfurdity  of  a 
charge,  of  which  they  do  not  attempt  to 
give  any  proofi  fcarcely  deferves  confu- 
tation. 

Another  mode  of  evafibn  has  alfb  been 
adopted.  We  are  told,  that  our  prefent 
received  gofpels,  &c.  are  "  far  from  being 
^*  unchanged,  or  the  only  ones  given  and 
^*  ufcd  heretofore  on  equally  allcwed  au- 
**  thority."  This  afBrmatlon  muft  indeed 
confiderably  alarm  the  unlearned  female 
Chriftian,  who  may  well  tremble  with  the 
apprehenfion  that  what  (he  confiders  as 
her  charter  of  falvation.  Is  only  a  muti- 
lated fragment  full  of  errors  and  unwar- 
ranted dodrinesi   in  flibrt,  the  compo- 
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fipon  of  pried- craft  and  fraud,  or  the  me- 
lancholy wreck  of  a  clearer  and  niiorc  in- 
ftru6live  title  to  the  kingdom  of  her 
father.  But  let  her  be  comforted ;  this  is 
an  affertiony  not  a  faS.  Other  hiftories 
of  the  Life  of  our  Saviour  have  indeed 
exifted,  and  other  compofitions  have  beea 
attributed  to  the  apoftles  \  but  they  were 
only  human  imitations  of  divinely  tu- 
tored originals  ;  or  the  pious,  though  un« 
authenticated,  compofitions  of  well-mean- 
ing,- but  uninfpired  men;  which  ntver 
had  any  authority  in  the  church,  though 
they  might  be  occafionally  read  by  indi- 
viduals, as  we  read  literary  forgeries,  or 
continuations  of  the  works  of  different 
authors  by  inferior  hands.  Our  learned 
divines  have  proved,  "by  unanfwerablc  ar- 
guments, that  though  early  heretics  forged 
Ijpurious  gofpels  to  fupport  their  falle 
dodrines,  the  primitive  church  detefted 

and  difowncd   them.      The  quoutiona 
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made  from  the  gofpels  and  epiftles  which 
we  now  poflefs^  are  fo  nunierous  in  the 
works  of  the  fathers  of  the  fecond  and 
third  centurieSj  that  they  almoft  amount' 
to  a  tranfcript  of  the  New  Teftament. 
The  interpolation  of  paflages^  or  changie 
t>f  treadfi^,  which  our  opponents  pretend 
to  have  happened^  muft  therefore  have 
taken  place  in  the  firfl:  century;  that  is 
to  fay,  during  the  life-time  of  Saint 
J6hn,  who  16  known  to  hkve  furvired  till 
ahno  94;  and-  his  own  gofpel,  which  dn- 
the  cariieft  calculation  was  not  written  till* 
70,  muft  have  been  more  interpolated 
and  altered  than  any  other  part  of  Ifcripture, , 
and  this  even  during  his  life.  Till  we  ^ 
are  fhewn  an  hiftorical  record  ^hich 
proves  when  and  how  this  was  ddne,  we 
will  fimply  anfwer,  fbe  erime  was  impof- 

Another  fuppofition  has  been  ftarted, 
which  it  is  to  be  feared  may  open  a  new 
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door  for  controycrfy ;  this  is*  an  opinion' 
thAC  the  firft  three  evangelifts  wrote  from 
fome    common  document,   from  which 
ibfy  paraphrailically  tranfcribed  their  rc« : 
fpedive  gofpels*     This  is  the  fuggefiioa* 
of  a  very  learned  commentator^  who,  iit' 
h$s  defire  to  produce  a  perfeA  haro)oa^  ^ 
among  the  facred  writers,  and  CO  accotint* 
for  every  ^  leiler  difficult^  which  a  critkal 
fcrutiny  may  find  in  thieir  narratives,  ha^ 
zarded  an  opinion,  probably  without  fuller 
appreciatii7g -the  alarming  conclulions  thac^ 
might  be  drawn  from  fucb  a  conceffion, 
fanftioncd  by  fuch  a  name.     No  ftronger ; 
proof  can  be  given  that  fuch  a  document: 
never  gifted,  than  that  for  eighteen  cen-  . 
turies  the  Chriftian  church  has  never  heard 
b{  it.     The  preface  to  St.  Luke's  gofpd, 
about  which  fo  much  has  been  lately  faid, 
far  from  warranting  the  idea  of  one/anC" 
t toned  original  hiftory  of  the  life  of  Chrift, 
pofitively  aflferts  that  many  had  even  then 

**  takea 
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^Stakes  m  band' to  icc  ibrth  io  onjer  4 
^^  declaration ' of  thofe  things  which  art- 
**  moft  furely  bciieVfed,"     Spurious  gof- 
pcls^   therefore^  £xifted  at  that  time^  as' 
weUp  a$  the  genuine  compofitiohs  of  St* 
Matthew  and  St.  Mark.     The  fimih'tudc 
of  expreifion    between    the  cvangelifts, 
wjiich  induced  Mr.  Mar(h  to  form  this 
novel  and  uhfatisfaAory  hypothefiSj  may, 
as  a  periodical  writer  juftljr  remarks*,  bc*^ 
eafily  accounted  for,  by  admitting  ^^  that  * 
**.  they  really  did  all  draw  from  one  com-^'- 
^<  mon  fource ;  but  that  this  fource  was 

4 

•*  no  other  than  the  remembered  conver- 
•*  fations  and  miracles  of  their  Lord, 
•*  which  they  had  often  difcuffed  among  ' 
**  diemfelves,  and  which  alfo  the  Holy 
**  Spirit  was  promifed  more  efpecially  to 
•*  bring  to  their  remembrance.*' 

With  regard  to  the  verity  of 'the  fafts  • 
recorded  in  Scripture,  we  may  obferve, 

•  Anti- Jacobin  Review  for  Jux^«  1805,  page  125. 
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Aat  from  what  wc  now  know  of  the  fpu- 
riotts  narratives  of  our  Lord's  life,  they  all 
joined  in  dcfcribing  the  fame  (brt  of  cha- 
racter, and  relating  the  fame  great  cnit- 
line  of  bis  birth>   habits,  dofbrine,   wh4 
fuffcrings.     The  early  eiietnies  of  our  re-. 
ligion  alfo  lend  their  unwilling  teftimony 
to  the  fame  evtnts.     When  Conftantiae' 
the  Great  eftablifhedChriftianity  as  the  re*- 
ligion  of  bis  extended  empire,  the  worKs* 
of  thoie  who  had  written  againft  it  funk^ 
into  gradual  contempt,  and,  it  is  certain, 
foon  diiappeared.     Of  all  that  wit  and' 
fcience  compofed  againft  the  verity  of  our* 
faidi,  nothing  remains,  but  a  few  fcattercd' 
fragments  of  Celfus  and  Poiphyry,  two 
pbilofophers,  and  of  the  emperor  Julian, 
furnamed  the  Apoftatej^  and  thefe  are  pre- 
ferved  in  the  writings  of  thofe  fathers  who ' 
refuted  their  errors.     Their  arguments  arc 
fo  completely  puerile,   that  they  would' 
iK)t  now  un&ttle  the  weakeft  Cbrifilan  ^ 

but 
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but  their  teftimony  to  the  general  truth  of 
our  religion  is  invaluable.  For  thefe  bit- 
ter enentiies  of  Chrift,  who  were  defirous 
that  his  name  (hould  never  more  be  heard 
annong  men^  and  who  lived  within  two^ 
thretj  or  four  hundred  years  of  the  even^ 
recorded  in  our  gofpels^  acknowledged 
the  identity,  fuflS^rings^  and  miracles  of 
our  Lord,  and  teftified  the  general  pro- 
nuilgation  of  his  religion.  But  the  point, 
which  I  now  wi(h  more  particularly  to 
obierve  is,  that  they  quoted  out  of  the 
Gofpels,  the  A6ts,  and  many  of  the  epif- 
des,  which  we  mnv  poflefs,  and  net  out 
of  any  of  thofe  fuppofititious  gofpels,  &c. 
which  we  are  now  told  were  of  egual  au<i> 
thority. 

I  have  mentioned  to  you  the  name  of 
Michaelis,  a  mod  laborious  commentator 
on  the  original  text  of  the  New  Tefta- 
ment,  which  he  was  anxious  to  bring  to 
die  greateft  pofllble  degree   of  verbal 

purity. 
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purity.  After  the  tnoft  minute  inveftiga- 
tion,  and  collation  of  nnanufcripts  and 
verGons,  he  obferves,  "  That  though  the 
"  number  of  paffages  which  aflert  the 
<'  myftcrious  doiEtrincs  of  Chriftianity  may 
**  be  Icflened  by  the  various  readings 
"  which  occur,  the  proof  is  not  weakened,' 
"  when  we  remember  that  the  manufcripts 
•*  now  in  our  poffcflion  arc  of  various?  , 
*'  dates  and  nations,  and  pofleffed  by  per- 
"  fbns  of  various  fefts  and  herefies,  as 
**  well  as  by  the  orthodox/'  He  adds, 
•*  That  the  moft  important  readings  which 
"  make. an  alteration  in  lenfe,  relate  in 
*'  general  to  fubjefts  that  have  no  con- 
"  nexion  with  articles  of  faith;  by  far 
**  the  greater  part  are  trifling,  and  make 
•*  no  alteration  in  the  fenfe/*  His  ge- 
neral  conclufion  is,  "  That  the  facred 
"  writings  have  been  tranfmitted  to  us 
•*  from  the  earllcft  times  to  the  prefent 
^  age,  without  material  alteration ;    and 

"  that 
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''  that  our  text,  if  wc  except  the  paflages 
•*  which  arc  rendered  doubtful  by  an  op- 
**  poficion  in  the  readings^  is   the  famtr 

which  proceeded  from  the  han^s  of  the 

apoftles/* 

You  willj  I  doubt  not,  cordiaUy  rejoice 
in  this  teftimonyi  which  you  muH:  recol-* 
\t&  does  .not  connc.frogi  the  pen  of  a 
fair  divine^  or  the  devoted  bigot  of  any 
fc6t  or  eftabli(hment  -,  but  froni  a  man  of 
uncommon  erudition  and  eager  inveftiga* 
tion,  who  feems  to  have  brought  to  the 
important  ftudy  to  which  he  devoted  hiA 
life^  a  mind  open  to  conviAion,  and  ready 
to  acquiefce  in  whatever  conclufiph  truth 
ihoukl  compel  him  to  adopt.  .We  un- 
learned Chriftian3  may  enjoy  the  benefit 
of  labours  to  which  ^  are  fo  unequal  >  and. 
with  due  reverence  to  the  venerable  repo- 
fitoritfs  of  apoftolical  infpiration  entruiled 
to  our  care,  let  us  ftudy  the  facrecj  code 
of  life  and  immortality  with  double  dili- 

gcncct 
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gcnce.  •*  To  throw  away  notices  from 
"  Heaven,  becaufe  we  do  not  underftand 
"  them,  is  like  favages  throwing  gold 
"  and  jewels  into  the  fca.  It  is  the  fatne> 
^  if,  in  order  to  avoid  difficult  dHcuflSoni^ 
"  wc  Umer  them  to  what  wc  think  com- 
^  won  fenfe.  Whether  we  underftand' 
^  God's  nieffage  or  no€»  k  is  our  bufinefi 
•'  to  record  it  faithfully ;  and  by  prayenr 
•*  fermons,  hymns,  &c.  to  imprint  it  on 
•*  our  minds*/* 

Wc  muft  not,  therefc«r,  out  of  rf^ 
fefted  refpefi:  to  the  icruples  of  othen^ 
prefumc  to  drfpute  the  terms  on  which  wc^ 
»%  ofl^d  tl^  gift  of  eternal  life.  Nor 
ean  a  Liturgfcal  fervice  be  framed  fo  as 
to  fuit  Socinian  fcruples,  with  which  i?e 
0Ugbt  to  be  contented.  It  is  melancholy^ 
therefore,  to  difcover>  that  with  thb  ioj- 
ciety,  who  call  themfelves  by  the  name  rf 
Chrift,  wse  muft  not  be  in  communiom 

'f-  Hey.'s  Lc6tores. 
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There  cannot  be-"  one  Lord>  one  faitfr, 
^  one  baptifm,*'  with  thofe  who  may 
rather  be  faid  to  fabricate  th^n  receive 
their  creeds  who  deny  the  mo(%  im« 
portMt  fenfe  in  which  Chrift  is  our  Lord ;. 
and  who^  in  baptifm,  do  not  allow  of  that 
dedication  to  the  blei&d  Trinity^  which^ 
as  enjooied  by  the  higheft  authority^  we 
dare  not  omit*.  With  them,  the  facra- 
ment  of  the  Lord's  fiippcr  is  merely  a 
commemoration  of  a  benefaftor;  withus^ 
it  is  a  feaft  upon  a  facrifice,  or  the  fetting 
forth  of  our  Lord's  dieath  until  he  come  i 

*  The  Monthly  Reviewers  for  Odober  1804^ 
p^  2169  v^(ffirc  **  what  advantage  the  pious  an- 
**  thor*^  of  a  work  their  mder  confideratibn  <*  can 
'*  fuppofe  the  yeoyifiil  rea^  will  derive^  from  being 
y  told  that  die  Trinity  created  the  worldi''  I  Tup. 
pole  the.yoathfol  reader  is  one  who  has  been  dedi« 
Cated  to  the  Trinity  in  baptifm.  He  mail  therefore 
mire  fbme  valnable  information  in  learning  (if  he 
lias  never  before  beeft  taught)  that  the  God  who;n  he 
bat  V(Mved  xo  obey  is  the  Creator  of  all  things  vifible 
AOd  in  vifible  in  Heaven  and  in  Eartlw 

being; 
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being  as   truly  defigned  to  indicate  an2 
ilif  w  our  faith  in,  and  rdianceon  the  oierits 
of  Chrift's   death,  as  the  anterior  tfactt- 
fices  of  the  Mofaical  law  were  defigned  iQ 
convey,  to  the  fouls  of  all  who  fincerelf 
offered  them,  the  benefits  ar-ifing  from:t!i(t 
death  of  the  Lamb  of  God,  (lain  yBt^xSam   \ 
counfels  of  the  Mod  High  be-fotx  the foud** 
dation  of  the  world.     The  change^  thci^ 
fore,  to  which  we  are  in^^ifcd  in  the  moft 
fpeciou&  terms^.  is  not  flight  and  triviab 
it  is  not  to  abandon  ^'  a  fewobfokte  creodSj 
f*  mufty  arpcles,  and  unmeaning  foniw." 
It  is,  to  rejeft  the  inward  and   fpiritual^  ' 
meaning  of  thofe  outward  and  vifible  figns 
which  were  inftituted  by  Chrift  himfidf.  It 
is  obferved,  that  the  two  great  dodbrinesi. 
of  the  atonement,,  and  the  Trinity^  fbrrft 
the  moft  marked  diftinftions  between  th» 
Mahomedan  and  the  Chriftian  faith*.  May. 
the  Almighty  expedite  the^  fulfilment,  of. 

*   See  Lady  W.  Montague's  Letters,    vol.  sdt 
P»ge6,  3d  Edition,. 

thoftr 


loFe  prophecies,    which,    from  prclent 
ppearanccs,  fttm  to  be  rapidly  unfold- 
ig ;  ^nd  may  we,  with  our  miftakea  brc- 
brcn,  who  have  long  believed  in  the  lying 
eftimony  of  the  Arabian  impoftor,  meet 
a  fbcial  worlhip  before  the   altar  of  the 
rue  God!  but  this  event  cannot  be.  for- 
rarded  by  our  renunciation  of  the  truths 
?hich    are   committed   to    our    charge. 
Whenever  the  feven  golden  candlefticks 
hall  be  replaced  in  the  defolated  cities  of 
fi&SL  Minor,  and  the  feven  angels,  puri- 
fied by  afflictions,  return  with  renovated 
ftrength  to  their  re  edified  chur<:hes,  the 
fong  of  the  thrice   holy  Lord,  and   the 
praifes  of  "  Alpha  and  Omega,  the  firft 
^'  and  the  laft,  who  was  flain  and  behold 
**  he  liveth,'*  muft  echo  through  the  long 
Clcnt  walls^  as  it  did  in  thof^  early  times 
when  true  Chriftianity  flonrifhed  in  thofe 
bcautifu)  regions,  under  the  foftering  care 
<)f  the  beloved  difciple« 

You 
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You  will  perhaps  be  toldj  that  as  the 
Scriptures  were  written  in  the  Eaft,  the 
lively  metaphors,  bold  allulions,  and 
drained  Jdmilitudes,  which  are  fo  conge- 
nial to  oriental  idioms  will  be  made  to 
imply  more  than  was  originally  intended, 
if  literally  tranflated  into  our  vernacular 
tongue;  and  you  will  be  particularly 
(hewn,  that  the  term  Son  of  God  has 
been  applied  to  many  created  beings.  . 
Three  paffages  of  Scripture  will  be  firf- 
ficlent  to  enable  you  to  efcape  the  danger 
X)f  this  cautionary  fuggeftion.  Is  there 
any  fcrlptural  evidence,  that  a  created 
being  was  ever  joined  with  the  Almighty 
in  the  folemn  ad  of  dedication  or  bcne« 
difkion  ?  The  archangel  Michael  is  (aid 
to  be  the  guardian  angel  of  the  Jews  ;  he 
Is  alio  defcribed  as  high  among  the  hea« 
venly  hoft,  if  not  the  higbeil.  Moles 
was  the  moft  honoured  of  the  human  race  ^ 
he  was  the  mediator  through,  whom  God 
luade^the  firft  folemn  covenant  with  man<r 

kind( 


143 

kind :  in  this^  as  well  as  ia  his  perfbnal 
and  Intimate  intercourfe  with  the  Deit/j 
and  in  his  prophetical  and  legiflative  ca- 
pacity,  he  is  no  unfit  cOmparifon  to  our 
Savipur.  Were  the  infant  Ifraelites  dedi* 
cated.to  Godj  Michael  and  Moles  ?  Did 
God»  Michael^  and  Mofes,  blefs  the  peo- 
ple ?  The  form  of  our  initiatory  facra- 
ment  was  prefcribed  by  Chrift  himfelf : 
^f  Go  ye^  therefore^  and  teach  all  nations^ 
'f  baptizing  them  in  the  name  of  the 
**.  Father,  and  of  the  Son,  and  of  the 
''  Holy  Ghoft*."  The  apoftolical  be- 
nedidlioa  is  as  decifive :  ^^  The  grace  of 
*'  pur  Lord  Jefus  Chrift,  and  the  love  of 
"  God,  and  the  communion  of  the  Holy 
"  Ghoft,  be  with  you  all.     Amen  f ." 

Our  Lord's  reply  to  the  High  Prk&, 
as  recorded  in  the  fourteenth  chapter  of 
^t  Mark,  gives  a  ftill  ftronger  atteftation 

*  Matdiew^  28th  duipter,  19th  verCb. 

t  2d  Corimhiaiis,  ijtfa  chapter,  i4thyerfe. 

of 
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You  wiU  pcrfiaf»>  "^  M  fo«- 

Scriptures  were  w?''  '^^  Son  ot 

lively   mcupho/  ^  J  to  which 

ftraincd  fimiJ; '?  ^"E^>"  ^"^  *P- 

nial  toiir*-'^  "^'^^  ^^  ^'^^^'^ 

implf  *  *  vifibly  enthroned 

jf  jj»  -; .     On  which  the  fanhe- 

ft       fondeiTined  him  to  deaths  as  ieini 
•^  g^  blajphmy.     If  the  title  that  our 
i^  here  affumed  only  meant,   as   the 
ci^inians  fay,   Mcffiah   or  prophet,    dfc 
Jews  would  not  have  condemned  him  for 
blafphemy,    but  impofture.      The   pre- 
tended crime,    therefore,    for  which  our 
Lord  was   doomed  to  die,    was  die  de- 
claring himfelf  to  be  the  Son  of  God  in 
that  fenfe  of  the  word  which  the  molb 
learned  of  the  Jcwifh  nation  (who  were 
accuilomed  to  its  other  definitions)  con- 
fidered  to  be  blajphemous ;  that  is,  as  af- 
fuming  the  divine  nature  *. 

*  See  the  3d  chapter  of  John,  13th  verfc^  which 
afcribes  ubiquity  to  our  Lord. 

But^ 
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fay  fome,    **  Reafon  can  never 
nor  ftrcngthen  a  faith  which  is 
iftory  to  it;  nor  is  it  pofliblc 
*  an  unprejudiced  mind  to  be- 
a  wife  and  good  Creator  will 
^mode  of  faith,  to  regulate 
^onduft  of  his  dependant  creatures^ 
♦*  wholly  inconfiftent  with,  and  repugnant 
**  to,  that  faculty  with  which  he  has  in  a 
^'  fupreme  degree  endowed  them,  in  order 
^  to  guide  and  diredt  them  in  judging  of 
^  right  from  wrong.'*    If  Chriftianity,  as 
taught  by  our  national  church,  really  were 
iuch  a  mode,   we  might  doubt  how  it^ 
.could  be  defended.     But  myfterious,  or^ 
IS  they  are  fometimes  called,  unintelligible 
dofbrines,  are  of  two  kinds  ;  one  of  which 
is  above  our  irompreh^nfion,  the  other 
•CQBtradidlory  to  our  experience  or  our 
^dings.     It  is  cpatradiftory  to  all  our 
received  opinions,  to  make  God  the  au- 
Ifaor  of  evil^  and  delighting  in  the  dj^ftruc- 
Yojp,  lu  H  tion 
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tion  of  his  creatures,  or  willing  tlicif 
damnation  from  arbitrary  motives.  It  is 
/Contradictory  to  our  fenfes  to  fay,  diat 
vChree  are  one,  and  that  one  is  three ;  but 
iwc  do  not  violate  any  natural  or  moral  (cnfc^ 
when  we  fay,  Scripture  has  revealed  to  u$^ 
that  with  the  m6ft  perfe6k  unity  of  .couniel 
and  nature  in  the  Godhead,  there  is  a  dlt- 
verfity'  of  perfon  j  or  th^t  the  wilful  dit 
/)bedience  of  Adam  fo  far  debafed  bis  na- 
ture, that  it  is  impoffible  for  his . offspring 
X)f  thcmfelves,  ito  attain  fuch  degrees  of 
piety  and  holinefs,  4s  would  gain  the  ap^ 
probation  of  ,a  pcrfeftly  pure  and  righceous 
.God.  J  am  perfqaded,  that  manya  jCd^iCi 
who  ftaits  at  thefe  propofiaons^  admits 
many  fa6ls  ;n  natural  pliilofopby  .equally 
myfterious;  I  mean  equally  beyond  the 
xlear  comprehenfions  of  our  limited  facul- 
ties ;  and  I  greatly  wonder,  that  thofc  who 
rejeft  them  on  the  fcore  of  their  beingxon- 
,trary  tp  reafon^ttid  analogy,  can  yetprsfeis 

their 
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their  belief  in  the  properties  of  magnetirm 
^  ;ftnd  cleftricity.  If  we  were  commande4 
to  tell  why  or  how  thefe  things  are  lb  or- 
dered, we  might  allowably  dart  at  what 
woyld  then  really  be  *^  a  hard,{ayingi** 
but  we  are  only  required  to  acknowledge 
diatfuch  things  ^r^,  and  this  on  the  weight 
offuch  jevidence  as  was  never  before  offered 
to  the  world.  Added  to  this,  we  are  alfo 
afluredj  that  as  the  underdanding  of  an  in- 
fant by  a  gradual  progrefs  ripens  into  the 
knowledge  of  the  aian;  ^*  fo  we,  who  now 
**  can  only  know  in  part,  (hall  hereafter 
**  know  even  as  we  are  known/' 

The  evidence  on  which  Chriftianity  is 
i>fFered  to  our  acceptance,  is  not  difputed 
by  our  prefent  adverfaries,  bccaufe  they 
alfo  afFeft  to  receive  it  as  an  originally 
divine,  but  Gnce  falfified,  revelation.  It 
may,  however,  be  expedient  to  remind 
you,  that,  befide  its  antecedent  atteft ac- 
tion, prc^hecy,   and  its    accompanying 

H  2  teftimony^ 
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•teftimony,  miracle*,  the  inimitably  coo- 
ceivcd  and  exquifitely  Original  charaftcr 
of  our  Saviour,  fo  perfeftly^^fimilar  in  all 
the  gofp^ls,  arid  fo  unlike  every  other 
that  has  been  exhibited  to  our  view,  is  to 
us,  in  thcfe  latter  ages,  a  wonderfully 
corroborating  proof  of,  Us  divine  origin. 
The  fuffcrings  of  the  firft  preachers  df 
our  faith,  its  fpeedy  promulgation  in  de- 
fiance of  all  human  methods  to  oppolc 
its  courfe,  the  dignity  of  its  fentimcnts, 
and  the  unrivalled  purity  and  precifion  of 
its  -moral  precepts,  are  all  circumftanccs 
which,  when  minutely  inveftigated,  atteft 

*  The  miracles  of  the  New  Tcflament,  it  (hootd 
ever  be  rememberedy  were  a  feries  of  fads  tendjiij^ 
to  eilabliih  a  fupernatural  miiTion.  What  is  jn  itf€;If 
incredible,  becomes  a  proof  of  divine  interpofition 
when  referred  to  fome  important  end.  It  is  thus  that 
the  miracles  of  the  gofpel  were  diflinguifhed  irom 
all  other  lying  wonders>  which  are  defcribed  as 
tending  to  no  end  at  all,  or  to  a  criminal  or  triiling 
purpofe. 

•^  that 


149 

^  tirat  this  work  and  counfel  came  from- 
«  GodV 

The  praife  which  is  juftly  due  to  th(f 
exalted  morality  of  the  gofpcl,  brings  mc 
to  the  point  wherein  we  difFer  both'  from: 
the  Calviniiiic  and  Socinian  fchooL.  The' 
^  former,  by  fuppofitig  man  to  be  fo  wholly 
dependant  that  it  is  impoffible  for  bina 
even  to  affifi  in  working  out  his-own  fal-' 
yation>  by  implication  acciife  our  diving 
inftru^or  of  inconfiftency,  in  prefcribing. 
a  law  whichi  on  the  one  hand,  it  was  im- 
]K>flIble  for  us  to'obey^  and  on  the  other, 

*  Thejuftly-celebratedwdrk  of  Archdeacon  Pa» 
ley,  on  the  Evidences  of  ChrilHanity,  and  theTrea- 
tife  -on  the  Authenticity  of  the  Scriptures^   by  tha- 
learned  Mr.  Bryant>  may  here  be  recommended  to- 

The  attention  of  young  women,  zs  perfpicuoas  and 

...  ■     • 

fatisfa6tory,   capable   of  ftrengthening   their   faiih, 

'Without  engaging  them  in  a  maze  of  controversy.— • 

Sume  excellent' remarks  on  the  incidents,  manners/ 

ftntiments,  and  expreHioas  of  the  Gofpels,  may  be 

found  in  Hey's  Le^ures,  vol.  ill,  page  158* 

H  3  if 
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if  we  did,  would  not  have  rendered  tiS 
more  acceptable  to  the  Deitjr.  The  htx^r, 
by  rcprefenting  Chrift  as  a  mere  m$ral 
teacher,  or  the  prophet  of  the  refurrcftion 
and  life  everlafling,  omit  the  real  purpofc 
of  his  coming  upon  earth  j  namely,  the* 
redemption  of  the  world.  It  correlponds' 
^ith  what  we  (hould  fuppofc  of  the  infik 
nitely  wife  and  holy  God  (as  our  Church 
always  acknowledges),  that  Chrift  fliould 
inftruft  liis  followers  in  the  laws  of  rights 
cdufnef^  i  but  that  this  was  the  ultimate 
end  of  our  Lord*s  miflion  is  denied  by- 
our  beft  divines;  who  juftly  obferve,  that 
110  new  difcoveries  can  he  made  in  morals. 
Our  Lord  pcrfcfted  the  natural  notices  of 
reafbn  and  confcience,  and  increafed  the 
knowledge  which  the  Mofaical  law  had 
diflufcd  of  moral  obligation  •,  removing 
the  obligation  to  purity  from  vifible  ac* 
tions,  to  the  unfeen>  and  almoft  unv-* 
knowlcdged,    intentions   of   our  hearts; 

tcaqhing 
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(teKhihg  us  to'eradicace  the  feeds  of  thoHr 
evil  inclinations  which  are  within  us,* 
when,  they  firft  begin  to  (hdot  forth  j  and 
eiBcittng  us  to  holinefs)'  not  fo  much  by 
any  particular  fpecific  compliance  with  any 
prcfcribed  rule,  as  by  a  general  determi- 
natiorf  of  doing  every  thing  to  the  glorff 
of  God.'  Yet  our  Lord-  did*  not  teach 
theie  fublime  ethics  as  arrregular  fy(tem,  or 
is  the  exprefs  purpofe  for  which  he  was 
come  into  the  worlds  Except-  in  a  few 
paffages  (thie  fcrmoii  on  the  Mount,  for 
inftaiice)^  moral  improvement  feems  to 
life,  incidentally,  front  reffeftiorts  that 
Were  more  intimately  connefted  with  his 
eharader  as  the  Redeemer  of  the  world* 
The  beautiful  parable  of  the  prodigal  fon' 
Was  not  intended  to  enforce  relenting  ten- 
dernefs  to  offended^  fathers  i  but  to  in- 
culcate the  doftrine  of  forgivencfs  of  fins,- 
then  firft  authoritatively  preached  to  the 
world.      To  us,^   the    good    Samaritan 

H  4  teaches 
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teaches  imlverfal  benevolence ;  but  it  wai 
originally  meant  to  Ihew  the  prejudiced 
Jew,  that  the  partition  wall  between  him 
and  the  Gentile  was  about  to  be  brdcds 
down ;  and  that  even  the  hated  Samari* 
tan,  the  impoftor*  who  reviled  his  reli- 
gion, the  enemy  who  cruelly  triumphed  in 
his  diftrefsf,  was  viriualfy  his  neighbour. 

It  will  appear,  that  moral  inftrudion 
was  not  the  principal  purpoie  of  our 
Lord's  miffion,  by  attentively  confidering 
the  preparatory  miniftry  of  the  Baptift^ 
This  extraordinary  perfonage  had  all  the 
marks  of  a  reformer  of  merely  human 
origin.  Auftere  in  his  manners,  blame- 
lefs  in  his  conduf^,  Angular  in  habit,  bold 
in  reproof,  fuperior  even  to  the  innocent 
indulgences  of  natural  appetite,  unawcd 
by  danger,  unfeduced  by  flattery,  he 
^*  preached  in  the  wildernefs  the  baptifin 

*  St.  John«  4th  chapter,  2  2d  verfe* 
t  Nehemiah,  4th  chapter,  Hxh  verfe* 

«  of 
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♦'  of  repentaace  for  the  remifllon  of  fi^s/* 
Nq  fyftem  of  ethics  could  be  more  flridk 
thW  the  Baptift's,  no  reprover  of  vice 
Gould  be  more  free  from  finifter  defigns  or 
criminal  indulgences.     From  the  defpifed, 
and  almoft  infamous  publican,  with  whom 
the  n>eaneftjew  fcorned  to  *  aflbeiate,  to 
Herod  on  the  throne  of  tributary  royalty, 
bis  penetrating  eye  difcov^red  vice,  and^ 
his  energetic   voice   boldly,  reproved  it, 
and  enjoined  the  oppofite  courfe  of*  virtue 
and   integrity.     When-  we  confider   that> 
this  new  Eliaa  was  foretold  by.  ppophecy> 
and  prefigured  by  type, -that  h;^  twrth  was 
miraculousf,  and  that  he  too  *died-in  con- 
fiirnnation  of  the-dodltine  he  taught,  why,: 
may   we-  not   a(k,  did  we  need  another 
HFioral  teacher  to  repeat  the  fame  precept* 
and  endure  fimilar  fufFerings  ?    Yet  wc- 
have  all  the  teftimony  that  the  pbfitive 
affertion  of  Scripture  can  give,  to  fhew 

•  •  •  * 

thac  the  baptifm  of  John-was  infufficieot 

if^  to 
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to  falvation.     Himfelf  acknowledges  the 
ihferiority  of  his  introduftory  ofEce.  With 
all  the  noble  candour  fuited  to  his  exafted 
merits  he  anticipates  and  rejoices  in  the 
future  triumphs  of  him  who  was  to  eclipfc 
his  fame  and  fuperfedc  his  office.     "  He 
**  it  is,'*  faid  the  magnanimous  Afcetic, 
*^  who,  coming  after  me,  is  preferred  be- 
**  fore  me.     He  muft  increafe,  but  I  muft 
"  decreafe*     He  that  hath  the  bride  is 
*'  the  bridegroom ;  but  the  friend  of  the 
*'  bridegroom,  which  ftandeth  and  hear- 
**  eth  him,  rejoiceth  greatly  becaufe  of 
•'  the  bridegroom's  voice.     This  my  joy, 
•»  therefore,  is  fulfilled."     He  refers  every 
inquirer    to    the    true    Meffiah,    whofe 
coming  he  was  merely  to  announce ;  and 
fe  entire  was  his  conqucft  over  the  mofi 
lively  paffions  of  human  nature,  that  he 
fends  two  of  his  own  converts  to  Chrift, 
with  this  fublime  intimation,    '^  Behold 
*•  the  Lamb  of  God,  who  taketh  away 

'•  the 
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'  •*  the  fins  of  the  world*/*  The  infuffi- 
cicncy  of  repentance,  without  faith  in 
Ghrift,  is  clearly  affirmed  in  two  paflages 
of  the  Afts;  nannely,  the  i8ch  chapter, 

^  Ofth  and  26th  verfes ;  and  the  1 9th  chap* 
tcr  and  ad  verfe;  where  it  is  jadged  necef- 
firy,  that  thofe  converts  who  had  only 
received  the  forrncr  (or  John's)  baptifm, 
fhould  have  the  way  of  God  expounded • 
to  them  more  pcrfeftly,  and^  receive  the  * 
Kiitiatory  rite  of  the  ChTiftiaa^faitK*- 

The  eternity  of  hell- torments,  \%  a  fob-- 
jc£t  upoiiK which  we  diflEr  from  the  Soci-- 
irians;  and  nmny  p'erfofts, .  who  rej^fl:  the 
otlier  errors  of  that  fcft,  entertaii^  a  hope, . 
that  after  a  ccrtsrinr  period,  when  the  pu- 
nifliment  of  finners  can  no  longer  anfwer 
the  purpofe  of  deterring  offenders,  it  will 
not  be  continued  as  a  means  of  Vengeance. 
Dr-  Hey  obfcTTes,  that  it  is  owing  to  the 

*  See  the  Biihop  of  London^s"Lc6kires  on  the 
Qofpcl  of  St.  Matthew. 

H  6  moderation 
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moderation  of  our  Church,  that  her  mi- 
nifters  are  not  called  upon  to/ubfcribe  to 
this  doftrine  of  eternal  torments,  which 
was  part  of  the  original  articles  in  the 
reign  of  Edward  the  Sixth. 

The  terms  everlafting  death,  everlaft- 
ing  Bre,  and  other  fimilar  exprelTions  in 
our  liturgy,  are  taken  from  Scripture  j  and 
whether  they  are  to  be  confidered  in  their 
full  tremendous  import,  or  in  the  more 
limited  fenfe  of  long  duration,  I  prefumc 
not  to  determine.  I  think  (with  fubmif* 
lion  to  the  learning  and  piety  of  thofe  who 
have  defcanted  upon  this  awful  fubjed) 
this  is  one  of  thofe  fecret  purpofes  of  God 
into  which  it  is  prefumptuous  to  attempt  to 
penetrate.  Our  interpretation  of  his  de- 
cree in  this  point  will  not  aSed  jts  nature 
or  duration  i  and  if  the  terrors  of  eternal 
punifhment  are  found  infufHcient  to  deter 
iinners  from  guilt,  or  to  awaken  them  to 
repentance^   furely  holding   forth  more 

lenient 


lenient  profpefts  may  tend  to  encourage 
them  in  fin  ;  and  what  cxcufe  will  thejr, 
who.fuggeft  thefe  falfc  hopes j  make  at 
the  day  of  judgment,  if  they  fliall  then 
be  found  to  have  proceeded  without  the 
warranty  of  Scripture,  and  only  on  thofe 
notions  of.  uajonablmefs  and  expedmiy 
which  muft  be  futile  when  oppofed  by  the 
cxprefs  word  of  God  ?  We  may  further 
obferve,  that  thefe  threatenings  to  finner^ 
are  couched  in  the  Jafne  terms^  in  refpe6l 
to  duration,  with  the  promifes  of  eternal 
life  to  the  righteous  ;  and  as  we  hope  that 
millions  of  years  will^  not  diminifli  the 
happinefs  of  the  bleflcd,  may  we  not  fca^* 
that  the  fufFerings  of  the  impenetrayy 
wicked  will  be  commenfuratp  ?  At  leaft:^ 
let  us  reft  afTuredj  that  the  wrath  of  a  long- 
flifiering  and  placable  God,  when  roufed 
by  obftinate  and  determined  guilt;,  muft 
be  infinitely  terrible.  We  do  not  limit 
his  mercy  by  exhorting  all  men  to  fear  l^i;^ 

vengeance^ 
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trengeancc.  THc  charge,  that  we  takd 
delight  in  gloomy  doftrincs,  and  deliver 
our  fellow-creatures  to  endlefs  damnation 
without  remorfe^  is'  equally  falfe  and  iiw 
jurious.  Our  voice  at  the  day  of  judg*^ 
ment  will  be  lifted  up  in  imploring  par-^ 
don  for  ourfelves,  not  in  imprecating 
punilhment  on  others ;  and  if  our  Clergy* 
rcfufc  to  difguife  or  to  palliate  the  threat-* 
ened  terrors  of  the  Lord,  and  difluadc* 
men  from  dangerous  fpeculations>  it  is 
not  from  cruelty  or  bigotry,  but  fronts 
that  Chriftian  charity  which  fecks  to  eth 
large  the  kingdom  of  the  bleflcd,  Nd* 
man  was  ever  driven  from  religion  by' 
bdieving  the  threat enmgs  of  the  Al- 
mighty; 

The  future  ftate  of  the  heathen  world,' 
is  another  fubjeft  on  which  much  difcuf- 
fion  has  arifen.     I  know  not  that  it  is> 
properly  connefted  with  the  prefent  con- 
iroverfy  5  for  I  believe  our  Church  has  not 

officially 
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ofEcially  declared  any  further  opinion  on 
the  rubje£t,  than  what  is  contained  in  the 
eighteenth  article  j  namely,  that  *'  wc 
*«  cannot  be  faved  by  obedience  to  the 
**  laws  or  religion  we  profefs  j  but,  (blely^ 
"  by  the  merits  of  Chrift."  This  moft 
fcriptural  dodrine  has  been  (trained  by 
bur  adverfaries  into  a  pofitive  fentence  oC 
damnation  to  the  whole  heathen  world; 
but  the  charge  only  proves,  that  they  whd 
bring  it  are  tyros  in  theology.  Why  wc 
.arc  faved,  and  by  what  we  fhall  be  judged, 
are  very  diftinft  inquiries.  •'  There  is  no 
'*  other  name  under  Heaven  by  which 
"  men  can  be  faved  but  that  of  Jefus 
^*  Chriftj"  but  it  is  certain,  "  he  died  for 
**  all  the  world  ♦  j"  and  we  are  alfo  af- 
fured,  "  that,  the  Judge  of  all  the  earth 
•*  will  do  right."  At  the  great  day  of 
audit,  we  Chriftians  Ihall  be  judged  by 

•  Article  31ft.    This  article  fhonld  be  compared 
with  the  I  Sth,  wl^ch  It  illuitratcs. 

the 
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the  holy  law  that  wc  have  received^ 'the. 
Jews*,   by  their  preparatory  covenant; 
the  Gentiles,  by  the  law  of  nature.     We 
are  only  concerned  with  what  relates  to 
our  own  ftatej  but  if  curiofity  prompt  ut* 
to  fearch  further,  the   nth.  of  Sc.  Mat- 
thew's Gofpel  aift  verfe,  the  12th  chapter 
410:  and  42d  verfes,  and  Romans  tlie  ad 
chapter,  nth  and  fallowing .  verfes, .  will 
fliew  us  by. what  rules  juftice  will  be  meted* 
to  the  heathen  world.     Our  reformers- 
were  too  well  verfed  in  Scripture  to  over- 
look fuch  plain  teftimony  -,  but  we  can* 
not  wonder  that  the  Socinians  fHould  en- 
deavour to  mifreprcfent  the  i8th  article  i» 
it  being  framed  againlt  the  Pelagian  herefy, . 
of  which  thcir's  is  a  branch. 

I  will  now  requeft  your  candid  atten-^ 
tion  to  a  few  remarks  on  the  wonderful - 
coincidence   between   the,  covenants    of 

♦  This  is  only  meant  of  ihofc  Jews  who  lived 
before  the  coming  of  Chfifi,  or  who*  have  never' 
beud  of  the  Mefli^ 


^r^cC)  the  ordinary  dealings  of  Divine 
Providence,  and  the  works  of  nature^  I 
make  them  with  a  full  confcioufnefs  of 
my  own  inadequacy  to  the  fubjeA ;  which 
yet  appeared  to  me  to  be  too  ftriking  and 
appofite  to  be  wholly  omitted  in  a  work, 
of  this  kind,  intended  for  readers  to  whoiki 
popular-  topics  are  mod  ufefuL  What  I 
fay^  may  probably  induce  others  to  medi<^ 
tate  on  what  mud  confirm  their  faith> 
and  to  purfue  the  inquiries  which  muft 
pre&nt  themfelves  to  their  minds^  dll  they 
Ihall  become  able  to  give  fuitaUe  an«. 
fwers  to  gainfayers^  who  are  generally 
more  competent  to  maki  than  to  anjwir 
obje£bions.  I  am  convinced,  that  if  this 
Ijpecies  of  argument  were  purfued  with 
the  learning  and  ability  neceflary  to  giv€ 
it  full  force*,  a  deift  would  find  it  diffi^ 

•  The  Author  has  heard  that  Batler's  Analogy 
proceeds  on  this  plan.  She  regrets  not  having  read 
it  till  after  the  pid)iication  of  the  two  firfl  editions  of 

Ab  work. 
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cult  to  decry  revelation  on  tfie  ^ouft d^<:>f 
its  being  oppoficc  to  the  divine  attributes ; 
and  he  muft  either  take  refuge  ih  the 
deep  gloom  of  atheifm^i  or  acknowledgr 
that,  as  the  Mod  High  fpeaks  the  fanie 
language  in  his  revealed  will^  as  he  doet 
in  the  vifible  creation,  the  holy  Scrip€ure9» 
bear  indubitable   marks    of  proceedings 
irom  tbcCreator  of  the  world. 

It  has  been  alked^  why^  if  fo-  manf 
bleflfings  and  privileges  are  annexed  to  the 
profeflion  of  Chriftianity,  it  has  been  fe 
limited  in  its  extent  ?  why  do^not  all  the 
nations  of  th<i  earth,  why  did  not  all  paRf 
generations  rgoicein  the  rifing  of  this  Surr- 
of  Righteoufiiefs  I  It  has-been  anfwered; 
diat  if  Chriftians  are  bleflcd  with  a  purer 
kw  and  better  promifes,  they  alfb  incur 
a  more  fearful  refponfibility.  They  arc 
the  fervants  entrufted  with  ten  talents^ 
while  only  one  is  committed  to  the  charge 
of  pagan  ignorance.    Biit  may  not  the 

naturalifr 
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Dattiralift  a(k  thcfe  fceptics  to  account 
why  the  earth  is  not  one  temperate  zone  f 
why  die  vegetating  powers  of  light  and 
heat  are  unequally  bellowed ;  fo  that  the 
inhabitants  of  Africa  fcorch  beneadi  m 
Yrrdcal  fun;  while  the  human  ftature 
flirinks  to  dwarfUh  deformity,  and  the 
mind  chills  into  idiotic  inlenfibility,  in  the 
polar  regions,  where  the  fummer  (un,  en« 
▼eloped  in  mift,  and  (horn  of  its  goldea 
effulgence,  Sreeps  in  a  narrow  circle  alon^ 
the  diftant  verge  of  the  horizon*,  and 
gives  a  long  protradted  day,  that  afford* 
neither  variety,  plenty,  nor  that  fweel 
viciffitude  of  reft,  and  toil,  which  the 
quick  fucceflion  of  day  and  night  beftows 
on  happier  climates  ?  Are  the  Eiquimaux 
and  the  Greenlanders  offspring  of  anodier 

«  See  ttas  drcamftance  beautifbUy  ddcribed  in 
Aoerbi's  Travels,  who  viewed  this  awful  appearance 
of  the  fan  from  the  lofty  promontory  that  forms  the 
Boithem  extremity  of  Laplaad. 

Creator; 
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Creator  5  or,  is  "  the  God  of  nil  the  fami-' 
^  lies  of  the  earth,"  to  them  only- a  fevcre 
and  cruel  Lord,  indeed  of  a  kmd  and  •in-*' 
dulgent  parent?  The  naturalift  will  re-' 
ccive  a  finnilar  anfwer  to  what  the  vihdi*r 
cators  of  Chriftianity  have  given.  Thefo* 
apparently  miferable  beings  have  theif  pe^' 
culiar  joys.  .  The  ftory ot  the  Greenlahdef • 
who  pined  in  captivity,  and  repeatedly  at- 
tempted to  efcape  from'  all  the  comforts^ 
of  a  milder  climate  and  civilized  life,» 
proves  that  we  do  nbt  indulge  a  merely 
poetical  fancy^.  when  we  defcribe  them  a$^ 
attached  to*  *^  their  long  night  of  revelryr 
**  and  eafe/*  Yet  we  muft  allow,  that  ta 
our  judgn^ent  there  is  ^  a  great  apparent 
inequality  of  bleffings ;  and  if  we  be  wife,* 
we  (hall  not  purfue  this  fubje6l  into  inlcH 
lent  cavils  againft  the  impartial  jufticc  ot 
God,  but  reft  in  laying,  "  fecrct  things 
**  belong  to  the  Moft  High.'* 

Corrcfponding.tothis  is  my*  next  ob«^. 
Icrvacioo.     Why,  it  lias  often  been  afked, 

was 
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the  feed  of  Abraham  feleftcd  as  the 
.^peculiar  people. of  God,  and  honoured 
4rith  a  clearer  notion  of  the  divine  nature 
Jthan  other  nations  who  appeared  to  be 
«iore  deferving  ?  Ingenious  Greece,  mar* 
idal  Rome,  learned  Egypt,  and  refined 
Perfia,  ferved  gods  of  wood  and  ftone, 
images  of  the  mod  licentious  of  mortals^ 
iOr  even  refemblances  of  brute  beafts  and 
jcreeping  things  -,  while  "  a  ftiff-necked 
^'  ifivbbora  generationt''  undiilinguiihed 
4n  the  hiftory  of  the  world,  the  iliiber^ 
{)rejudiced  inhabitants  of  a  narrow  flip  of 
land,.  Without  power,  arts,  or  commerce, 
.were  made  the  repolitories  of  the  laws  and 
|]romiiies  ^f  God. 

yfe  might  janfwcr,  that,  as  the  Jews 
jsue-the  only  early  nation  of  whom  we  pof- 
&fs  an  impartial  hiftory,  it  is  very  probable 
that  they  were  not  fo  much  inferior  to 
.dieir  cotecnporaries  as  is  fuppofed  i  but^ 
/oo  tbe  contrary^  as  their  j^ropbets  re- 
corded 
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4K>rded  their  crimes  and  difgcaccs  &r  ex^ 
ample's  fake^  while  other  hiftorians  cfaieflf 
dwelt  on  the  renown  and  the  virtues  of 
their  countrymen^  we  have  reaibn  to  thiok 
that  thefe  defpifed  people  really  mighc 
po0efs  more  merit  than  thofe  who  have 
been  fo  highly  extolled,  though  they  fell 
far  fliorc  of  that  holineis  which  their 
peculiar  endowments  required*  Mardd 
celebrity,  in  particular,  it  is  well  known, 
rarely  increafes  the  moral  virtues  of  any 
people.  But,  waving  this  defence,  wc 
direft  the  objeftor^s  attention  to  the  ordi^ 
nary  dilpenfations  of  Providence,  and  aft 
him  to  tell  us  why  are  wiidom,  ftrength, 
beauty,  learning,  tafte,  riches,  power,  ant  ' 
any  other  endowment  of  mind  or  body,  or 
any  relative  advantage,  fo  diverfely,  and, 
as  it  (hould  feem,  capricioufly  beftowed  s 
fince  often  they  neither  reward  nor  ac- 
<!ompany  defert,  but,  on  the  other  hand, 
frequently  fcem  to  be  nK)re  of  a  trial  than 

9  blelBng 


telilelling  to  thelir  immediate  pofleflbrt 
SFew  men  were  more  eminently  endowed 
twith  graces  and  talents  than  our  illuftriow 
Cranmer  $  yet  from  the  period  of  his  at- 
fixading  the  notice  of  the  capricious  and 
'tyrannical  Henry,  till,  at  the  mandate  of 
that  blooU-thirfty  monarch's  more  cruel 
i4aughter,  pur  venerable  arciibifhop  ex^ 
|)ired  in  tortures,  his^days  wereconfumed 
by  continual  anxiety,  peril,  and  forrow ; 
for  he  held  his  domeftic  comforts,  and 
even  his  life,  by  the  moil  dubious  and 
iHicertain  tenure.  May  we  not  fay,  that  he 
«ras  raifed  up  by  Providence  as  an  extra- 
"Ordinary  inftrument  to  forward  the  work 

''~.  bCjeformation  in  this  country :  and  that 
liis  wonderful  endowments  were  more  a 
blelling  to  others  than  to  himfelf,  at  lead 

:  fo  far  as  relates  to  this  ftate  of  exiftence  ? 
This  is  one  inftanc^,  but  tboufands  might 
be  given,  of  (uperior  abilities  inftrumentalfy 

.    beftowcd,  from  which  the  pofieflbr  reaped 

little 


168 

little  indhidual  advantage  or  cnjoytttcnt; 
Other  equally  numerous  cafes  might  be 
fuggefted^  in  which,  though  the  gift  iwas 
evidently  mifapplied  and  ill  beftowed,  it 
was  not  withdrawn  i  efpecially  the  gift  of 
power,  of  which  we  have  feen  in  thefe  days 
a  fearful  example ;  the  ability  of  doing 
further  injury,  appearing  to  increafe  with 
the  mifapplication  of  the  means  of  doing 
good.  If  all  thefe  inftances  do  not  fliake 
our  belief  in  the  general  government  of  a 
wife  and  good  Providence,  why  fhould  our 
faith  be  ftaggered  (allowing  the  Jews  to 
have  been  as  unworthy  as  their  enemies 
rcprefent),  becaufe  the  lively  oracles  of 
C5od  were  entrufted  to  a  people  who  reaped 
comparatively  few  advantages  from  the 
fecred  depofit ;  and  who,  though  they  were 
alternately  rebellious  apoftates  and  mifer* 
able  capti  ves,yet  approved  themfelvcs  equal 
to  the  talk  that  was  required  of  them,  bj 
£uthfuUy  preferving  their  facred  truft. 

Th» 


The  analogy  between  all  the  various 
parts  of  aninnaced  and  inanimate  nature ; 
the  fuitabiiity  of  parts  to  the  whole,  and 
of  the  whole  to  parts ;  the  fitncfs  of  each 
element  to  the  creatures  that  inhabit  it ; 
the  admirable  appropria»tion  of  labour  to 
day,  an4  reft  to  night; ; '  thefe  and  variou^ 
other  coincidences  in  the  works  of  God 
are  admirably  delineated  by  a  Chriftian 
pliilofbpher,  with  whofe  inftruftive  artd 
popular  work  on  Natural  Theology  every 
young  woman  above  the   lower  claflfes 
would  do  well  to  be  intimately  acquaint- 
ed i  for  it  teaches  us,  that  God  is  the  God 
of  order,  and ,  that  defign,  minute  intricate 
defign,  pervades  pvery  branch  of  creation. 
And  (kail  the  fceptig  fcoffingly  queftion 
the  divine  authority  of  the  Jewifli  cere- 
pfionial  law,  becavjfe  it  feems  derogatory 
from  his   notion  of  the  dignity  of  the  , 
high  and  only  One  who  inhabits  eternity, 
\o  fpfcify  the  forms  and  dimenfions  of  the 
VOift  II-  I  curtains. 
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curtains,  the  rings,  the  candlefticks,  tlie 
fockets,  the  bars,  the  (hovels,  the  flelh- 
iiooks,  and  the  fire-pans  that  were  to  be 
ufed  in  his  Xandtuaryi  or  the  epho4» 
breaft-platc;,  embroidery,  and  mitre  of  his 
confccrated  high  pried  ?  Idle  reviler  of 
^hat  thou  do(l  not  underftand,  this  is  the 
fame  God  who  formed  the  probofcis  of  a 
bee  with  fuch  juft  proportion,  and  who 
painted  the  tufced  creft  of  a  gnat  with  fuch 
diverfified  colours.  It  is  by  a  thoufand 
imperceptible,  yet  nicely  adjufted,  me- 
chanical contrivances,  fcemingly  as  un- 
important in  the  wide  fyftem  of  univerfal 
nature,  that  thou  art  now  able  to  raifc  thy 
voice  againft  him  who  endowed  thee  with 
ability  to  employ  the  exquifitely  organized 
mufcles  which  conftitute  that  property. 

I  will  here  ftop  to  make  a  remark  ra- 
ther than  a  comparifon.     Scientifical  ob* 
fervations  generally  afcend    in  a   climax* 
from  the  Icaft  perfedl  to  the  mod  highly 

finifhed* 
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finifhed.  Is  it  in  imitation  of  the  order 
of  creation,  or  is  this  coincidence  (as  I 
fufpcft)  an  undcfigned  analogy?  The 
book  of  Genefis  was  written  before  fyftem 
and  arrangement  were  eftabliflied  among 
the  karned ;  yet  let  us  obferve  the  gra- 
dation in  which  the  various  produftions  of 
the  earth  appeared  -,  firft  grafs,  then  herbs 
and  plants,  trees,  fiflies,  birds,  beads, 
and  laftly,  man.  The  fcale  gradually  rifcs 
in  importance,  and  ends  in  the  delegated 
Lord  of  animated  itature. 

It  is  afked,  why  was  God's  deiign  of 
redeeming  the  world  fo  long  inveloped  in 
obfcurity,  and  at  laft  fo  partially  and  cau- 
tioufly^  revealed  ?  Should  it  not,  infteadof 
being  darkly  fhadowed  in  metaphor,  type, 
and  allegory,  imparted  in  prophetic  vifions 
to  a  few  individuals,  and,  as  it  ihould 
icem,  Jhrouded  in  myftery  from  the  gene- 
rality of  mankind,  have  been  proclaimed 
bv  angels,  announced  by  aftoniihing  pro- 

I  3  digies. 
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digies,  and  forced  by  inconteftablc  attdhi^' 
tjons  on  an  aflenting  world  ?  Wc  may 
anlwer,  that  faith,  like  virtue,  muft  have 
its  trials  i  .and  that  when  incontrovertible 
evidence  bears  down  oppofition,  acquief- 
cence  has  no  claim  to  approbation..  But 
very  high  authority*  pernnits  me  to  rc- 

.  cognize  a  (imilicude  between  this  gradual 
developement  .of  the  Chriftian  covenant, 
and  the  flow  perfedionating  of  the  natural 
'World,  I  fball  confine  my  obfcrvations 
to   the  progreflive  ftate  of   the   human 

-underftanding  from  childhood  to  man^ 
Jiood. — Why  are  we  brought  into  the 
world  lefs  perfcft  in  refpeft  to  our  nature^ 
.and  more  dependant,  than  any  other  crea- 
ture 5  feeble  and  hclplefs  in  body  j  weak, 
and  almoll  idiotic,  in  mind  ?  Who,  in 
the  irritable  and  tender  infant,  which  ap* 
pears  to  be  only  alive  to  animal  fenfationsj 

•  The  Biihop  of  St.  David's. 

can 


Cirf  trice  tht  dawning  genius  of  a  Miftdfl/ 
or  the  .clear  intelleft  of  a  Newton  ?  and 
when  the  undcrftanding  begiiis  to  unfold, 
how  flow  is  its  progrefs!  A  fifth  part  of 
the  aftivc  period  of  our  lives  is  confumcd 
ii>  the  mere  acquifition  of  elementary 
knowledge,  and  another  fifth  nearly  tran- 
fpires  in  connefting  and  methodizing  thole 
acquifitions^  in  gaining  a  complete  know* 
ledge  of  the  trade  or  profeflion  by  which? 
we  are  to  earn  our  livelihood,  or  in  ob»- 
taining  that  acquaintance  with  men  and 
things  which  is  called  experience.  Would 
it  not  have  been  more  fuitable  to  the  dig- 
nity and  happinefs  of  a  rational  creature, 
ac  lead  would  it  not  have  conduced  much 
nK>re  to  the  improvement  of  the  arts  and 
fciencesy  if  we  had  come  into  the  world 
with  all  our  faculties  perfeft,  and  capable 
of  being  immediately  exerted  on  the  fta'ge 
of  trial  ?  It  would  be  impoflible  to  doubt 
bttt  God  ccmld  have  thus  formed  us.    We 

I  3  arc 


174 

:  are  alfo  fure,  that  if  he  hacWb  plcafcd,  tftf 
obedience  of  the  fccond  Adam  might  hare 
immediately  fuccceded  to  the  offence  of 

,  the   firft.     In  either  inftancfr,  ic  feemed 
good  to  the  Almighty  to  determine  oth^t''  ^ 
wife.     And  as  the  wants  of  human  nacurtf 
in  infancy  exercife  the  tcndcrnefs  and  pa- 
tience of  mature  age;  lb  may  we  fay  i». 
refped  to  the  promulgation  of  Chrifti- 
anity,  fuch  a  degree  of  evidence  has  becif  . 
imparted  as  is  fufEcient  to  exercife  thr 
faith,  not  to  overwhelm  the  underftandingV 
of  probationary  beings. 

It  is  univerfally  allowed  by  thofc  wha 
have  thought  deeply  upon  the  fubjeft, 
that  the  pure  and  fublime  dodrines  of 
Chriftianity  are  moft  fuited  to  a  highlf^ 
civilized  and  improved  ftate  of  fociety. 
It  was  therefore  withheld  from  the  dark 
eyes  of  the  early  world,  when  man  firll 
felt  the  fatal  confequences  of  **  that  fbr- 
"  bidden  tree^  whofe  mortal  talle  brought 

"  death 
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^  ckath  into  the  world,  and  all  our  woe.'*'' 
Abandoned  in  a  great  meafure  by  fupcr- 
natural  aid,  and  left  to  his  own  mis-ruler 
man  flowly  and  by    painful  experience 
gathered  thofe  fruits  of  knowledge  for 
which  he  had  forfeited  the  tree  of  lifc« 
Our  religion  (we  urge  this  in  triumph  to 
our  enemies)  was  produced  to  mankind 
at  a  time  when  human  intellect  had  exerts 
ed  all  its  capability,  when  fcience,  learn- 
kig,  acutenefs,  and  curiofity,  had  reached* . 
ks  height.    Like  the  more  abftrufe  land 
difficult  part^  of  karningr  it  was  adi^ted:^ 
to  the  manhood  of  the  world.     Whether^ 
fi*om  ibme  fubtild  mechanical  arfafsgenlent 
diat  has  eluded  human  refearchy  it  is  a  . 
BecefTary  part  of  the  prcfent  fomiation  of  • 
eur  fouls  to  unfold  their  powers  flowlyi- 
and  expand  with  the  extenGon  of  the  cor-i> « 
poral  frame  in  which  they  are  incafcd,  it  ^ 
is  improbable  that  any  anatomift  will  b&  ^ 
sd>ie  to  difcover  while  he  himfelf  is  in  the - 

I  4  body  I 
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bbdy;  but,  allowing  (as  rhoft  pdliti^at 
obfcrvers  do)  that  the  ftages  of  focicty 
correfpond  with  thofc  of  the  individual  in 
gradual  melioration  and  decay,  we  muft 
acknowledge  that  our  Saviour,  by  ap- 
pearing in  the  Auguftan  age,  chofe  thd 
period  mod  favourable  to  the  inveftigation 
and  reception  of  his  doftrines.  The  text 
that  terms  him  **  the  Lamb  flain  frofkl 
•*  the  foundation  of  the  world,"  will  here 
be  prefenc  to  your  mind  ;  and  you  will  rc» 
member  it  is  exprefsly  revealed,  that  the 
benefits  of  his  facrificc  were  retrofpe(tiv4 
as  well  z%  future. 

The  apparent  diflblution  and  revivifi- 
cation of  feed  in  the  earth,  is  compared 
to  the  reftoration  of  man  from  the  grave^ 
by  the  infpired  Apoftle  of  the  Gentiles^ 
with  all  the  bold  illuftration  of  fublime 
fimplicity.  No  comparifon  can  be  more 
juft,  no  analogy  more  convincing,  and  (We 

tn^Y  ^^^  ^y)  confolatory.     Thofc  pre- 
.    '  cious 
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clous  relics,  my  dear  Mifs  M'       ■>  which- 
ws  have  feen   committed   to  the  earth,. 
would>  if  now  expofcd  to  infpeftion,  diC- 
gwft  our  loathing  eye,  and  excite  at  onee 
grief  and  horror.     But  they  contain  the- 
apparently   perifhed,   though    really  un- 
folding,   feed    of   immortality.     Or,,  to- 
change  .the  figure,  the  exuviae  of  (in  the 
inftance  to  which  I  allude,  the  ftrongefts 
expreffions  ofChriftiaii  h  p:  a:e  permjf- 
fible)  2l  glorified  beings,  who  at  the.  hour 
determined  in  the  counfels  of  the  Moft: 
High  ihall  burft.  O'om  its.  incrufting  mafs. 
of  corruption,    and   rife  to  its  promifed. 
bleflednels.     You  have  often  watched  the. 
torpid  chryfalis,  which  is  ^«K)ther  exprcf^ 
fiViC   fymboL  of  the   ftate.  of   mortality. 
Could  you,.unlefs  experience  had  p/eparcd- 
^OM   for  the   event,    cxpoSt   z.  beautifuL 
winged  animal  to  burft  from  tliatfli ape- 
Icfs  and  fluggifli  niafs?  When  you  fee  the. 
9arthr  defolate  and  difconfolatc;  in  winter^^, 

1.5,         "*  could! 
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could  you,  without  previous  notice,  con- 
ceive that  its  prefent  dreary  and  inaniniate 
appearance  was  only  ^fufpenfton  of  its  pro- 
duftivc  powers,  or  that  the  great  work  of 
vegetation  was  even  then  proceeding  in 
the  feemingly  withered  fibres  of  the  naked 
plants  that  furround  you  ?  We  arc  fo  pre- 
pared to  expeft  thefe  events,  that  we  ceafe 
to  think  them  furprizing  ;  but  their  con- 
ftant  recurrence  (hould  teach  us  to  reft 
with  undoubting  confidence  in  the  pro- 
mlfes  of  that  God,  who  has  afflired  us, 
that,  like  the  grain  we  call  into  the  earth, 
our  mortal  bodies  will  moft  truly  live  after 
they  h2}/tfeemed  to  die. 

My  next  obfervation  rather  relates  to 
the  difpenfations  of  Providence  in  the  re- 
lative fituation  of  mankind,^  than  to  an 
cxprefs  doftrine  of  revelation  ;  but  as  the 
conditions  of  high  and  low,  rich  and  poor, 
arc  fanftioned  by  the  authority  of  holy 
writ,  which  propounds  to  ^acfi  rank  \tx 

refpefltivc 
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refpedlivc  and  diftinguilhing  duties,  and* 
aJfo  by  the  tcftimony  of  our  only  authentic 
account  of  the  infant  world,  which  affurc$ 
us  that  fuch  diftinftions  have  taken  place 
from  the  earlieft  times ;  it  will  not  be  fo- 
reign to  my  purpofe  to  call  your  atten- 
tion to  the  various  gradations,    both  ia 
rank  and  value,  that  are  vifible   in  the* 
creation,  and  the  clofe  connexion  between 
the   refpeftive  orders,  with   the   advan- 
tages which  are   mutually  derived  from, 
this  difference  of  deftination  and  divcrfity ' 
of  faculties.     If  our  obfervations  com- 
mence in  the  cekftial  regions,  we  fball* 
not  only  perceive,  in  the  language  of  St. 
Paul,  that  "  one  ftar  difFeredi  from  an— 
*'  other  ftar  in ,  glory ;''  but  we  ftiall  alfo, . 
by  means  of  the  mechanical  inftrumcnts  - 
that  have  aflifted  the  wonderful  difcoveries  ' 
of  aftronomy   in   latter  times,,  afcertsufi' 
that  they  ditFcr  alfo  in  fize,  quality,  and' 
ufe.     One  ftar  is  a  globe  of  kindled  mat- 

1.6  tcr 
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tcr  ever  burning,  yet  never  confumed  5  an- 
o.h'.T,  a  denfe  opaque  fubftance,  refcm- 
}>ling  (as  far  as  our  dHlant  infpeftion  can 
difcover)   the  orb  on  which  we  refide. 
Thefe  latter  revolve  (fhall  we  fay  duteoujly 
or  advantageoujly  ?)  around  the  aninnating 
centre  fronn  which  they  in  "  their  golden 
**  urns  draw  light/'     Again,  as  the  moft 
perfeft  order  is  obferved  in  their  nnotions, 
fo  t^ierc  fecms   to  be  a  difference  in  the 
properties  bellowed  upon   them,   which 
point§  out  their  relative  rank  in  the  crea- 
tion J  for  while  the  connparatively  diminu- 
tive orb  of  Mercury  fcorches  in  the  vi* 
dinity  of  that  immenfe   luminary  which 
enforces  his  near  attend^ce  by  a  more 
powerful  exercife  of  the  magnetic  influ- 
ence of  attraction  i  Saturn,  and  the  newly- 
difcovered  Georgium   Sidus,   fixed   near 
the  outer  verge  of  the  fpace  which  our- 
Sun   illuminates,    as    diligently  perform 
their  (lupendous  rotations  around  a  fphe- 

roidi 
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rold,  which,  if  their  worlds  and  the  vifual 
organs  of  their  fuppofed  inhabitants,  are 
conftituted  like  ours,  affords  them  but 
little  more  light  and  comfort  than  we  de- 
rive from  the  feint  rays  of  the  dog-ftar. 
Yet  arc  thefc  folitary  and  cheerlefs  regions 
governors  (may  I  not  ufc  this  term  to 
indicate  commanding  influence  ?)  of  fe- 
veral  opaque  attendants,  who  refpedlively 
await  on  them»  and  afford,  by  their  mu- 
tually refraftcd  light,  thofe  advantages 
which  their  remote  fituation  from  the 
common  centre  would  not  otherwife  allow 
them  to  enjoy. 

The  fame  law  of  didiniftion  of  degriee, 
and  reciprocity  of  benefit,  extends  through 
every  rank  of  created  being.  The  bene- 
fits which  we  derive  from  the  animal  crea- 
tion are  too  many,  and  too  well  known, 
to  need  any  enumeration.  Nor  can  it  be 
doubted,  but  that,  while  man  fulfils  his 
original  defign  of  being  the  ruler,  not  the 

tyrant 
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tyrant  of  the  vifible  world,  all  dotneftic 
creatures  who  have  fubmitted  to  his  go- 
vernment derive  many  comforts  from  his 
prcfcience  and  humane  attention  to  their 
wants  and  misfortunes.  You  will,  per- 
haps, think  me  degenerating  into  (o* 
phiftry,  or  trifling,  and  quote  againft  mc 
the  couplets  of  Pope,  **  Man  exclaims, 
"  fee  all  things  for  my  ufe  j  See  man  for. 
"  mine,  &c.  j"  but  certainly  it  is  not  mere- 
ly for  his  own  fpecies  that  man  labours; 
"  The  birds  of  heaven  will  vindicate  their 
'*  grain  5"  and  in  a  well-cultivated  coun- 
try the  mod  valuable  and  ufeful,  as  well' 
as  the  moft  happy  tribes  of  irrational  ex-r 
iftencc  receive  an  amazing  increafe.  Do 
we  not  alfo  fee,  in  all  animals  fubmitted 
to  our  minute  obfervation,  degrees  of 
beauty,  fymmetry,  ftrength,  fwiftnefs,  and,, 
in  many,  diverfity  of  underftanding  I.  The- 
inference  is  plain,  and  ftriftly  applicable 
to  the  variety  of  talent,  fortune,  and  hap*. 

piaefs.^ 
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pinefs  which  is  proportioned  among  the 
human  race.  In  this  refpeft,  certainly, 
God  made  men  to  differ  j  fincc  by  their 
diverfity  of  rank  the  world  is  made  capa- 
ble of  containing  a  larger  number  of  in- 
habitants, and  all  are  bound  together  by 
that  chain  of  mutual  convenience  and  d^- 
pendance  which,  if  rightly  confidered, 
muft  prepare  our  minds  not  only  for  mere 
benevolence,  but  for  the  cxercife  of  that 
fublime  virtue  Chriftian  charity.  I  will 
conclude  this  obfervuwion   by  reminding 

you,  that  as  revelation  always  prefuppofes 

» 

natural  religion,  this  order  and  cohefion 
of  all  the  parts  of  creation  w^s  one  of 
thofe  ftriking  notices  of  the  Deity,  which 
St.  Paul  often  reproves  his  heathen  con- 
verts for  not  having  regarded  *. 

I  wifti  here  to  introduce  an  idea  that 
Boats  in  my  n;ind,  but  of  the  philofophi- 
cal  or  theological  precifion  of  which  I 

*  See  Romans^  iftchapter>  19th  verfe* 

dare 
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dare  not  be  confident.  *  I  will  preface  it 
with  a  remark  of  Dr.  Hcy's,  who  ob- 
fervds  *,  that  "  he  recollefts  nothing  in 
**  the  account  Mofes  gives  of  the  creation, 
•'  that  is  contrary  to  modern  difcovcries 
"  in  the  planetary  fyftem.'*  This  feems. 
a  wonderful  confirmatioa  of  the  divine- 
origin  of  the  pentateuch,  efpecially  con^- 
fidering  the  (late  of  fcicnce  at  the  time  he. 
wrote,  and  that  revelation  w>as  not  ini* 
tended  to  improve  it,  I  offer  it  as  mf 
humble  opinion,  t!)at  the  modern  con-^ 
clufion  refpcfting  the  probability  of  Zi 
plurality  of  inhabited  worlds,  is  rathen 
Hrengthened  than  weakened  by  holy  writ,, 
Ntar  two  hundred  gencrario.:s  of  menr 
have  finiflied  their  mortal  courfe  fince  the* 
creation  of  this  earth.     We  are  aflured^ 

♦  Hcy*»  Leflurcs,  vol.  lit.  page  196.  ThL»  ob- 
fcrvation  may  be  extended*  to  what  St»  Paul  fays  of 
the  apparent  glory  of  the  (lars ;  it  being  equall/' 
true  of  their  real  fuperioriry^f  j^urpofe. 

that: 


^ftt  the  fouls  of  all  thefe  extft  either  ift 

faappinefs  or  mifery,  waiting  their  reunion 

to  thdr  feeniingly  annihilated  bodies;  the 

particles  of  which  miift^  after  having  pafled 

through  a  Tarietf  c^  changes,  now  form 

no  inconOderable  part  of  this  terreflrial 

globe.     Of  the  nature  and  wants  of  fpiri- 

tual  exiflence,  we  know  very  litde.  Scrip* 

ture   inforriis  lis,  that  angels  are  Ipirits^ 

and  gives  us  frequent  accounts  of  their 

nj^fibly  miniftering  to  nnankind.     Whether 

they  aflumed  the  appearance  of  a  bright 

glorified  body,  in  compliance  with  our 

limited  organs  of  perception ;  or  whether 

luch  a  body  be  an  eflendal  part  of  their 

^xiftence,  we  know  not*    We  generally 

Sod,  that  the  defcription  of  an  angelical 

viGon  includes  the  circumftance  of  their 

^>eing  clothed  in  white  or  ihining  gar- 

tnents;  and   they  are  frequendy  faid  to 

liave  partaken  of  diofe  earthly  aliments 

^K^ch  contribute  JO  the  fup|K)rt  of  our 

grois 


grofe  and  material  bbdies*  ^  Angeffs  food^ 
is  more  than  once  mentioned  in  Scnptur«j> 
efpecialiy  as  a  defcriptive  epithet  of  that 
fuftenance  which  fed  the  children  of  Ifraet 
in  the  wildernefs.  Thefe  may  be  all  fym* 
bolical  aliufionSy  or  aflumed  propertiet 
adapted  to  our  prefent  fenfes^  or  thef 
may  be  real  notices  of  the  ftate  of  the* 
invifible  world.  Suppofing  them  to  btf* 
the  latter>  I  do  not  fee  how  we  can  oppofir 
them  by  tho(e  conciufions  of  any  eflential' 
difference  between  matter  and  fpiritvWhi6l|i 
arifc  merely  from  our  having  only  an*- 
lyzed  the  former  quality  as  far  as  we  can^ 
difcover  its  inherent  principles  in  this^ 
world.  He  furely  would  be  a  hardy  chc- 
mift  who  fliould  affert^  that  material  fub- 
ftance  may  not  be  fo  modiBed  in  othet 
parts  of  the  univerfe  as  to  conduce  to  the 
prefcrvation  of  fpirit  or  glorified  matter,, 
and  that  (accordingto  the  fublime  paintingr 
of  the  apocalypfc)  "  the  trees  of  heaven 

"  may 
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^  may  flot  bring  forth  fruit''  meet  for  the 
fuftenance  of  its  bleffiki  inhabitants.  The 
fine  poetical  uft  which  Milton  makes  of 
this  fcriptural  defcription  is  too  well  known 
to  require  quotation  >  efpeeially  as  I  am 
cautious  of  warming  your  imaginationi 
wKere  I  wiih  to  recommend  the  utmoft 
hamility  of  devout  inquiry. 

The  conclufion  that  presents  itfibtf  » 
my  mind  is^  that  mafiy  worlds  like  our 
own  are  neceiTary  for  the  habitation  ofpafi 
generations  of  the  human  race.  Sup* 
ppfing  that  there  are  more  probationary 
beings  than  ourfelves>  we  ihall  foon  find 
iomates  for  the  numerous  globes  which  wc 
have  every  reafon  to  believe  roll  their  • 
fiilly-peopled  regions  through  the  immen- 
fity  of  fpace,  befide  thofe  happy  glorious 
beings  who  neither  die  nor  are  born>  and 
thofe  depraved  fpirits,  who  have  fallen 
from  their  original  purity,  and  are  be* 
come  the  accufcrs  and  feduccrs  of  their 
fellow- creaturesj  and  who  probably  may 

be 
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be  dlcMrcd  CO  winder  from  oih  tSo  m1>  fill 
confined  to  ibme  fearful  region  of  paoiflH 
menc  by  the  fentence  of  the  laft  day.  U 
feems  to  enlarge  our  coocepdoo  of  the  iow 
menfity  and  coincidence  of  the  Almig^iqr't 
defigns,  and  of  the  primiove  dignity  ol 
man  ^  (which  is  never  wbotty  obiiteratedf 
and  IS  capable  of  being  completely  reftoted 
by  the  divine  mercy),  to  confider  tUf 
minute  point  of  the  vaft  creation  as  Hf 
mother  country  fending  out  her  colomet' 
to  people  the  ftarry  regions.  But  I  ant 
{o  well  aware  of  the  danger  and  mifebiel 
that  arifes  from  a  defire  of  darting  Dew 
ideas,  and  I  am  fo  little  capable  of  appre- 
ciating the  conclulions  that  nuy  be  drawO' 
from  this  opinion,  that  I  merely  fuggeftr 
it  becaufe  it  ieemed  to  me  to  be  capaUe 
of  ilencing  fome  objeStiont  againft  die 
S&riptures,  on  the  fcore  of  their  being 
contrary  to  j^ilofbphical  deduftions. 

*  Tnie  pi^  ml!  not  caril  at  this  expreffibn :    It 
was  for  man  that  the  EiJig  of  Glory  died. 

land 
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l^m  indebted,  for  one  analogy,  to  a 
-writer  with  whofc  works  I  have  already 
.taken  great  liberty.    After  acknowledging 
that  the  original  autographs  of  Scripture 
jdo  not  exill.  Dr.  Hey  obferves  *,  **  Let 
*^  no  one  be  difcouraged  by   this ;    the 
**  Author  of  nature  may  be,  neverthelefs, 
*'  the  Author  of  the  golpel  5  for  we  are 
**  left  to  take  the  bad  confequences  of 
^^  the   careleflhefs    of   nnankind    in    the 
'^*  things  (Of  nature,  as  well  as  in  the  dif- 
-**  penfations  of  grace.     Thofc  who  arc 
^^  difcouraged  by  human  accidents  hap* 
•*  pening  to  the  facred  writings,  fecm  to 
*•  miftakc  the  nature  of  what  is  called  a 
•*  particular  providence."    You  will  per- 
mit-me  to  dilate  this  comprehenfive  idea. 
Conformably  to  the  covenant  with  Noah, 
fummer  and  winter,  feed- time  and  harveft, 
have  never  ceafed  fince  the  flood;  and 
thu«    God    preferved  a  witnefs    of  his 

•  Hiy'«  liC&ires,  vol.  ift*  pag«  37- 
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cxiftcnce    during    the  night  of   Pagan 
ignorance  and  depravity.     But  to  compel 
men  to  improve  thefe  difpenfadons  with 
induilry   and    intelligence)   would   have 
been  to  bind  ''  human  will>   as  well  as 
"  nature,  faft  in  fate."     The  (eafons  re- 
turn in    their    accuftomed  courfe;    but 
plenty  and  famine  are  often  made  to  de- 
pend inJhumtntalljT  upon  human  exertioA 
or  ikill ;    and  thus,  though  the  original 
promife  has  remained  unbroken,  its  ccm- 
fequcnces  have  been  partially  fufpended. 
The  earth  has  never  experienced  an  anni* 
hilation  of  fertility  by  a  fufpenfion  of  its 
produfls.    She  feemed  but  to  wait  for  the 
neceffary  contingents,  to  command  **  her 
•*  vallies  to  laugh  and  fing'*  bene^ith  iht 
burden   of  her  plentiful    crops.      Huf- 
bandmen  can  tell  you,  that  fhe  proves  % 
mo^  trufty  dep'^  fu  to  whatever  ipecies  of 
vegetation  has  beep   committed   to  her 
care.     A  ftate  of  pafturage  is  ib  unfa- 
vourable 


^ourable  to  the  growth  of  fbme  fpecics  of 
plants,  that  they  arc  never  found  in  grafs 
.^rounds  s    but  let  the  plough  be  intro- 
<ducedj  and  the  torpid  feeds  that  have  lain 
^beneath  the  furface  perhaps  for  a  longer 
/period  than  the  life  of  man, ,  exert  their 
;gcrminating  power,  and  in  a  few  harvefts 
ihey  will  produce  a  crop  that  ihall  almoft 
jfqual   in  quantity  the  lately  introduced 
.grain.     Your  attention  to  gardening  has 
taught  you  the  extreme  difficulty,  if  not 
abfolute  impoflibility,  of  eradicating  in* 
digenous  plants^    which,    though    never 
iuffisred  to  reach  maturity,  are  continually 
threatening  to  overpower  the  flowers  that 
you  wiihed  to  cultivate.     Thus  careful  is 
the  God  of  nature  of  all  even  her  meaneft 
produ£kions,  which   are  very  rarely  de- 
ftroyed  cither  by  the  careleflhefs  or  the 
purpofes  of  man.     The  obfervation  ex- 
tends to  atiimal  life :  thofe  tribes  of  crea* 
turcs  who,  from  their  minutenefej  defence- 
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leflnefsj  or  difgufting  qualitie s^  icem  moft 
in  danger  of  being  annihilated,  are  pre- 
fer vcd  by  ^  fuperabundant  fecundity  *.  It 
has  been  queftioned,  whether  any  {pedes 
of  plant  or  animal  has  entirely  difappeared 
fince  the  creation,  If  we  contraft  this  long 
prefervative  with  the  difcoveries  or  invent 
tions  of  man,  how  vaft  is  the  difference'! 

We  will  not  fall  into  an  error  that  we 
condemn,  by  giving  identity  to  a  qualiQ* 
The  prefervatjon  of  all  the  numerous 
tribes  of  animal  and  vegetable  life  does 
not  depend  upon  the  care  of  nature^  but  on 
tbep(Wer  of  God.  Scripture  and  eccle- 
fiaftical  hiftory  afford  us  equal  proof»  that 
he  is  ;he  fi^me  God  who  fays  all  his 
^*  counfels  {hall  (land,  and  that  fee  will 
^«  do  z\\  his  pleafure,"  by  the  extraordi- 
nary protection  he  has  afforded  to  hh 
%vriUen  word  and  vI/OpU  church!  In  youf 
biblical  ftudies  you  will  meet  with  ample 
♦  See  Foley's  Natuwl  theology,  page  385, 
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occaCions   to   r«mark>  .  how^    often  rthe 
true  church  has   been    (hatched ••  bke  a 
burning  brand  wt  of  the  fire,  when  the 
malice  of  her  enenmics,  or  the  corhip-: 
tion  of    her    members,   threatened   her 
immediate  deftruftion.     The  remark  of 
Michaelis    on    the    almoft  ^  miracuk>u9 
prefer vation  of  every  effentiil  point  of 
faith   and    doctrine,    anr^d    the    numer* 
ous  tranfcripts   of  Scripture  that   have 
been  made  by  ignorant,  prejudiced,   or 
carelefs  tranfcribers,  leads  me  to  refledk 
on     the    extraordinary    continuation    of 
Chriftianity,    amidft   the  general  wreck 
of  arts  and  learning  which  followed  the 
overthrow   of  the    Roman    empire    by 
the  northern  barbarians  in  the  Bfch  cen- 
tury, when  every  thing  elfe  that  was  ufe- 
fill  and  elegant  was  obliterated  by  thofe 
fierce  conquerors.     We  may  again  ob- 
ferve,  that  the  reformed  religion,  emerging 
from  papal  corruption  and  tyrannical  re- 
VOL.  II,  K  ftraint,^ 
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flrain^  was  truly  analogous  to  the  revifi- 
cation  of  feed  that  ha£  been  long  buried  ia 
the  earth ;  and  though  the  greater  part  of 
thofe  who  then  laboured  in  the  Lord's 
heritage  feemed  more  defirous  Xoburn-^ 
wheat  than  xorcot  out  the  uresi  die  care 
of  the  celeftial  fower  was  wonderfiilif 
exemplified.  Amid  the  terrors  of  per* 
iecutionj  renovated  Chriftianity  grew  and 
flouriflied,  and  feemed,  as  in  her  .early 
trials^  to  be  refrelhed  and  enriched'  by  the 
blood  of  martyrs.  In  thefe  times  of  perils 
when  the  enemy  tempts  us  with  external 
profperity  and  internal  difcord,  it  will  be 
confolatory  to  us  to  recoiled  the  pofitive 
aflurances  of  Scripture,  that  the  Church  of 
God,  when  founded  on  the  rock  of  Chrifl^ 
cannot  be  overthrown.  Vain  are  the  ma- 
chinations of  infidel  adverfaries^  vain  are 
the  wicked  devices  of  falfe  brethren. 
**  The  counftls  of  the  Holy  One  of  Ifrad 
^^  are  from  everlafting/'    I  need  not  in- 

ibrm 


195 

form  yott,  tltat  here,  as  in  other  p^rts  .<jf 
Scripture,  the  epithet  Ifrael  does  not  unV 
ply  the  defcendants  of  Abraham  i  but  thti 
ancient  church,  to  which  the  firft  covenant 
was  addrei&d,  and  which,  on  the  death  df 
Cbrift,  gave  place  to  the  Chriftian. 

We  might  extend  our  inquiries  very 
ifer  5  but,  however  inftruftiv€  the  refearch 
would  prove,  the  fpace  that  I  am  called 
upon  CO  allot  to  other  fubjeds  will  not  per-« 
mit  me  to  extend  this  topic.  Enough  has 
been  iaid  to  prove, the  fimilitude  which  I 
wifhcd  to  enforce.  The  Creator  and  Go^ 
vernor  of  the  world  is  the  God  of  revela- 
tion ^  a  God  of  order,  wifdom,  juftice, 
and  mercy  5  but  a  God  who,  **^  hideth 
**  himfel^  and  whofe  ways  are  pad  find- 
^  ingout.*'  To  this  fcientific  philofophi- 
zing  age  he  fays,  as  he  did  in  early  times 
to  the  Arabian  fagcs,  *'  Shall  he  that  con« 
«*  tendeth  with  the  Almighty  inftrudt 
♦*  Wm  i  He  that  reprovcth  God,  let  him 
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•*  anfwer  it.  Where  wert  thou  when  I 
<'  laid  the  foundations  of  the  earth  ?  de- 
•'  dare,  if  thou  haft  underftanding/* 

When  all  the  myfteries.of  yijGUble  iiature 
are  fatisfaftorily  folved,  not  by  the  ufe  of 
chftraSl  indefinite  terms,  not  by  afcribing 
power  to  matter,  nor  by  a  reference  to 
the  laws  of  qualities  that  are  ^ed  upoi^ 
inftead  of  a6Ung;  but  by  jexplanations 
fuited  to  the  comprehenfions  of  plain  ua- 
derftandings ;  we  may  .tjben  debate  upon 
the  expediency  of  rejefting  the  myfterics 
elating  to  that  part  of  revelation  which 
*'  eye  hath  not  feen,  ear  hath  not  heard, 
**  neither  hath  it  entered  into  the  heart  of 
•'  man  to  conceive."  When  we  knov 
wby  the  loadftonc  attradls  only  one  metal^ 
why  a  thin  covering  of  filk  repels  a  lUb- 
tile  fluid  which  can  penetrate  the  ffloft 
denfe  bodies,  may  (even  when  we  caa 
analyze  ourfelves  and  name  the  organ  oT 
.confcioufhefs,  or  .difled  the  minute  veflels 

of 
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€f  intcllc&ual  pcrdeption,  wc  may  witH 
lefs  apparent  audacity  talk  of  the  fuprema- 
cy  of  fovercign  rcafon,  and  refufc  to  ad- 
mit as  truths  what  (he  cannot  ful/y  com- 
prehend. In  many  inftances,  wc  fee  only 
the  immediate  agent  by  which  God  a£ts 
iti  the  material  world*  In  many  things* 
we  difcover  infinite  care  and  pains  cm- 
ployed  for  apparently  a  trivial  purpofcj 
but  as  we  enlarge  our  refearches,  and  cx-- 
tend  them  into  the  more  abftrufe  parts  of 
nature^  we  become  convinced  that  means 
and  ends  are  fo  blended^  that  nothing  can 
be  faid  to  be  independent  -,  and  that  what 
appears  in  itfelf  unimportant^  really  is  a 
neceflary  part  of  fome  fuperior  contri-: 
Vance,  which  alfo  fills  a  fubordinate  fta- 
tton  in  a  yet  more  conjequential  defign^ 
Providence  afts  by  the  fame  rules  in  hu- 
man affairs.  No  one  (unlefSj  like  Mrs. 
Wolftonecraft*s  lawlefs  planets,  they  rulh 
madly  from  their  fphere)  lives  for  himfelf. 

K»  We 
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Wc  arc  formed  for  focrctyj  and  in  ich 
ciecy  we  muft  a6t,  or  be  wretched.  No^ 
thing  but  incurable,  and,  I  may  add,  cri- 
minally indulged  furrow,  or  the  (Irong 
enthufiafm  of  abdrafted  devotioHj  can 
Ibpport  the  miferies,  the  deftitutionj  and 
the  privations  of  total  ieclufion. 

And  is  not  Chriftianity,  as  taught  by 
our  church,  a  humanizing,  a  focialj  and 
benevolent  theory?  Admitting  the  con- 
fequencci  of  Adam*s  tranlgrcffion  to  im- 
ply that  total  depravity  which  is  afcribcd 
to  us  by  thofe  of  our  divines  who  have 
leaned  to  Calvin's  notions,  and  diat  dieie 
really  were  the  original  tenets  of  our 
church*  (a  fa£t  which  our  prefent,  as  well 
as  our  former  oppofers  would  find  it  »•- 
f^jfible  to  prove),  even  here  wc  ftiall  find, 

*  The  church  of  England  is  not  founded  in  exaA 
eonformity  to  the  dodlrines  of  any  reformer.  The 
$rrors  of  Luther  and  Calvin  were  alike  reje6ied>  as 
was  the  rigid  iyftem  of  Zuinglius. 

tba& 


that  a  rehiedy  has  beca  provided  pro- 
pdrtioriarblt  to  the  difeafe.  The  hatred' of 
tht;  Almighty  to  Iki  (fo  ftrongly  marked 
by  the  vic^arious  facrifice  of  Chrift)  h  nos 
more  alarming,  thitn  the  prbof  of  hi^ 
mercy  to  finners,  which  that  event  conw 
firms,  i£  conibktory  r  what  fight  then 
have  t^fe>  who  a8«£t  to  be  difltinguHhed 
by  the  name  of  Unitarians^  to  fay,  as  is 
do0e  iA  the  periodical  work  which  is  con« 
fidered  as  their  organ*,  '*  that  as  long 
as  the  prevailing  religion  of  a  country^ 
is  blendod  with  gloom,  it  will  be  na 
e2ify  mattor  to  induce  parjpnts  to  bring 
up  children  under  convidions  contrary^ 
^  to.  their  own  imprisfrions  ?''  Equallj^ 
infidious  is  theit  more  recent  declaratioqy 
*'  that  they  thought  the  ^[{ueftion  of  the 
*«  tStvinity  of  Chrift  had  been  let  at  reft 
"  for  cv^r.**    Their  fubfcqwcnt  critique 

•  Sec 'Monthly  Review  for  Auguft  1802^  page 
413. 
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on  a  learned  work^  which  adds  frefli  con- 
firmation to  this  doftrine,  by  (hewing  the 
peculiar  ufe  of  the  definitive  article  in  the 
Greek  language^  forbids  us  to  look  upon 
the  preceding  remark  as  a  confeffion  of 
their  having  recanted  their  former  opi* 
nionss  and  they  certainly  are  not  ignorant, 
that  thb  dodrine  has  received  the  ftrong^ 
confirmation  by  reiearchcs  into  Afiadc 
anuquities;  by  more  acute  inveftigatioiy 
of  the  feptuagint  copy  of  the  pentateucd  $ 
by  the  labours  of  MfchaeKs^  who  has  f&' 
carefully  infpefted  the  vark>u$  verfions-of 
the  New  Teftament ;  and  by  the  maftorly 
diiquifitlons  of  many  of  our  own  divines^ 
eipecially  by  feveral  eminent  ornaments^  of 
cpifcopacy  who  have  lately  turned  their 
attention  to  the  fundamental  doctrines  o^ 
our  Church.  It  is  by  fuch  bold  remarks, 
and  unfounded  afiertions,  that  they  often' 
Ibake  the  principles  of  the  uninformed ; 
and  it  is  by  decrying  the  utility  of  ortho- 
dox 
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dox  inftruftion,  that  they  hope  to  recoffj- 
mend  their  own  fyftem  of  faith  to  tfhc 
cafy  affent  ot  the  credulous. 

Our  difpute  with  our  prefent  opponents 
about  church  government,  and  eflab- 
lifhed  forms  of  worlhip,  proceeds  upon 
the  principles  that  we  had  before  occadon 
to  difcufs.  We  may  briefly  repeat  the 
remark,  that  as  union  is  enjoined  by  Chrift, 
difunion  is  z  breach  of  his  command.  The 
direft  form  of  Chriftian  worlhip  is  not 
absolutely  ftated  in  the  New  Teftament ; 
but  numerous  ceremonies  were  poficivcly 
commandcfd  in  the  Old  j  and  we  know 
that  the  orders  of  our  hierarchy  *,  and 

many 

*  Dr.  Hill,  who  writes  in  fupport  of  the  Scotch 
Prefbyterian  church,  argues  ftroi^ly  in  favour  of  the 
union  of  church  and  (late.  Yit  admits,  that  in  the 
fccoiid  century  the  office  pf  bifhop  was  feparated 
from  that  of  prc(byter,  and  applied  as  epifcopalians 
now  ufe  ir.  In  the  firit  century  tve  can  name,  as 
biflipps,  Titus  at-Crete,  Timothy  at  Ephefus,  Epa- 
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many  of  our  liturgical  fbrms^  ufage^  and 
cuftpms,  cxprcfsly  correfpond  with  thofc 
of  primitive  times,  to  which  the  apoftlcs 
in  their  epiftles  frequently  allude.  No 
fociety  can  exift  without  government; 
and  God  has  not  only  bleflfed  fociety  for 
the  ordinary  ufes  of  life  j  but  it  is  to  a 
firmly  united  Jociety^  that  his  gofpel  fromifes 
are  e/peciatty  made. 

We  will  fum  up  all  that  we  have  faid 
in  anfwer  to  thofe  who  rejcdl  our  eftat>» 
lifhed  faith  becaufe  it  contains  myileries 
which  are  above  our  comprehenfion,  by 
repeating  the  remark^  that  this  is  the 
ftrongeft  internal  tcftimony  that  the  re- 
velation on  which  it  is  founded  proceeds 
from  the  Author  of  Nature.  Incompre- 
henfibility  may,  in  this  fenfe,  be  con- 
fidered  as  the  attefting  feal  of  the  Moft 

High; 

phroditus  at  Philippic  and  thfe  (even  angels  of  the 
feven  churches  of  Alia  Minor.  None  of  thcfe  wezt 
apoftles* 
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High ;  for  could  we  have  received  that 
manifeftation  of  our  Creator  as  being 
really  of  divine  origin,  which  lowered  the 
ineffable  and  infinite  nature  of  the  Deity 
to  the  bounded  capacity  of  fallible  man  ? 
It  is  true,  our  reafon  is  capable  of  pro- 
greffive  improvement  j  but  by  that  very 
circumftance  it  is  confefledly  unfit,  in  our 
prefcnt  infancy  of  exigence,  to  contain 
ideas  that  are  equal  to  the  unbounded 
eflence  of  the  Power  who  bellowed  upon 
us  this  wonderful  faculty.  In  the  manage- 
ment of  this  our  prime  diftinftion  from 
the  brute  creation,  the  humility  of  a  true 
Chriftian  is  exemplified  ;  for  a  mind  duly 
impreffed  with  fentiments  of  piety  and 
veneration  will  alike  fear  to  rejeft  the 
notices  of  Heaven,  or  to  pry  into  *'  thofe 
*«  fecret  things"  which  muft  in  this  world 
remain  unknown. 

Believe  me,  my  dear  Mifs  M— -,  your 
moft  affcdionate,  &c.  ^ 
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LETTER  VIII. 


On  the  Duty  ofjiudying  the  Scriptures^  ani 
on  Religious  Conformity. 


MY  DEAR  MISS  M- 


History  prefents  fuch  numerous-  e»» 
amples  of  the  difgufting  extravagancies^ 
into  which  religious  fanaticiftn  has  be* 
trayed  probably  well-intentioned  peoplci 
as  are  fufficient  to  deter  a  prudent  and 
confiderate  perfon  fronn  venturing  to  for- 
fake  "  the  old  paths,"  by  adopting  or 
inventing  new  and  ftraiige  opinions.  The 
word  of  God  does  not  countenance  that 
rage  for  novelty  which  is  a  marked  cha- 
radteriftic  of  thefc  times.     In  the  hiftory 

of 


if  fottrthoofand  years,  only  two  ehangcs^ 
in  the  religious  fyftem  of  the:  world  arc" 
recorded.  Both-  were  prcdifted  by  pro* 
phecy,  both  were  confirmed  by  miracle  ; 
and  the  former  was  exprelsly  introductory* 
of  the  fecond^  which  is  as  plainly  declared*. 
to  be  finaK 

Inftead,  therefore,  of  there  being  any" 
real  reproach  in  the  terms  **  obfolete/*' 
*♦  antiquated^"  and  ^  mufty,*'*  which  T 
have  feen  applied  to  the  doftrines  and^ 
conftitutions  of  our  Church  by  fome  of 
her  enemies,  who  poffcfs  more  zeal  than* 
elegance  or  argunr^nt,  fhe  claims  a  fupe- 
rior  (hare  of  confideracion  on  ^^  the  very 
ground  of  her  being  a- faithful  rtpofitory  of 
did  dodrines,  and  of  having  faftiioned  her 
conftitution  to  as  *  clofe  a  refemblance  of 
primitive  rules  as  the  prefent  habits  of  the 
world  will  admit.  For,  though  fcriptural 
knowledge  is  moft  eminently  requifite, 
it  ihould  not  be  the   only  qualification 

of 
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of  chofe  who  undertake  the  arduous  offict 

of  uniting  a  mixed  multitude  in  one  af«^ 
fociated  congregation,  for  the  purpofe  of 
Chriftian  worfhip  and  edification.  How 
eminently  our  reformers  were  diftinguilh* 
ed  by  thefe  efiential  ingredients,  know-: 
ledge  of  the  human  heart,  and  political 
wifdom,  need  not  be  dated  to  any  who  are 
in  the  leaft  verfed  in  the  hiftory  of  thofc 
times.  They  had  indeed  two  peculiar 
advantages-;  they  were  affifted  in  their 
efforts  by  the  civil  power,  and  they  were 
warned  by  the  previous  mifcarriages  of 
fevcral  reformers  on  the  continent,  who, 
conceiving  zeal  to  be  the  one  thing  need- 
ful in  the  great  work  that  they  had  under* 
taken,  difcarded  expediency ;  and,  being 
heated  by  perfecution  and  oppofition, 
fancied  that  pulling  down  an  old  fabrid 
was  (imilar  to  erefting  a  new  one.  For- 
getting that  all  human  focieties  mufl  be 
accommodated  to  the  imperfeftions  and 

neceflities 
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neceflities  of  the  fallible  beings  of  whom 
they  are  cdmpofed ;  in  their  attempt  to 
fabricate  a  religious  eftablilhment  on  the 
b^fis  of  ideal  perfeiftjon,  and  uncomplying 
auftere  fimplicity,  they  opened  a  door  for 
the  groffeft  enthufiafm  and  wildeft  mif<- 
rule.  Their  notions  of  Chriftian  liberty 
led  them  to  exclude  the  authority^ of  the 
civil  magiftrate;  and  thus  they  ruftied 
into  the  enormities  of  open  rebellion* 
They  extended  their  ideas  of  the  obliga- 
tion of  charity  to  that  communion  of 
goods,  which,  except  in  times  that  are 
guided  by  the  extraordinary  influence  of 
the  Holy  Spirit,  muft  produce  idlenefs, 
extravagance,  and  extreme  poverty.  They 
conftrued  the  prohibition  of  fwearing  fo 
literally,  as  to  refufe  taking  an  oath  in  a 
court  of  juftice,  which  has  been  confidered 
by  the  wifcft  law-givers  as  the  fureft  guard 
of  the  life  and  property  of  ourfelves  and 
Others.    They  denied  the  lawfukefs  even 

of 
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ef  defenfive  war;  and  thuJ,  by  laying^ 
thcmfelvcs  open  to  the  aflaults  of  cvcry- 
encmy,  virtually  furrcndercd  to  aliens 
that  liberty  wHich  they  fo  fcrupuloufly 
guarded  from  the  regulations  that  their 
lawful  rulers  fought  to  impofe ;  and  by 
an  erroneous  and  drained  interpretation  of 
the  fixth  commandment,  they  declared 
againft  the  legality  of  capital  punilhment, 
even  for  the  moft  atrocious  crimes.  Our 
laft  three  articles,  which  oppofe  the  notions 
of  thcfe  would-be  perfciftionifts,  are  dic- 
tated by  the  moft  found  knowledge  of 
fcripture,  combined  with  the  jufteft  ideas 
of  civil  government. 

A  prefcribed  form  of  liturgical  fervicc^ 
a  fixed  compendium  of  doftrine,  to  which 
every  officiating  minifter  muft  fubfcribfi 
and  promife  to  teach  nothing  contrary  to 
the  contents  there^^f ;  and  a  miniftryinde* 
pendent  of  the  congregation  to  whom  they 
are  to  impart  the  faving  truths  of  the 

gpfpel. 
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goipcl  s  which  miniftr^,  rifing  in  rank  ind 
fortune  in  degrees  nearly  fimilar  to  the 
gradations  of  civil  focicty,  is  governed  by 
laws  not  wholly  dependent  upon,  but  yet 
amenable  to,  the  legal  nnagidrate;  muft 
have  powerful  recomnrrcndations  to  the 
favour  of  all  who  do  not,  in  their  rage  for 
chriftian  liberty,  overlook  the  duties  of 
ehriftian  fubmiffion  and  humility.  But^ 
befide  private  benefit,  there  is  one  great 
public  confideration,  which  I  muft  beg  ta 
repeat.  While  the  nation  is  faithful  ia 
its  allegiance  to  its  ecclefiaftical  inftitu* 
tions,  it  is  **  hot  blown  about  by  every 
•*  wind  oC  doftrine/'  Not  to  mention 
tefs  numerous  or  more  equivocal  feceders^ 
we  maintain  (as  I  hope  I  have  proved)  i 
happy  medium  between  two  extremes  of 
opinion>  that  are  contradiftory  to  the 
general  tenor  of  fcripture,  and  highly  pre-^- 
judicial  to  moral  and  chriftian  improve^ 
ment. 
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I  muft  here  adnut,  that  all  our  fe&aries* 
(excep:  the  Socinians^  who  make  reafim 
paramount  to  revelation,  and  relblve  to 
dld'ird  what  they  cannot  folly  ezphua) 
plcrad  Scripture  as  the  ground  of  thek  opi« 
nions;  and  thb  leads  me  to  confider  the 
mifchiefs  that  liave  ariien  from  private 
interpretation  of  difficult  paflages  of  liol]^ 
writ  by  illiterate  and  enthuGaftic^  and 
fometimes  by  learned,  but  uncandid  and 
obftinace  people.  Has  noi^dic.  Reformat 
tion,  it  is  aflced,  reftoredthe^ftriptureaio 
the  common  people;  and  does,  not  our- 
church  authorize,  nay  enjoin^  all  lier 
members  to  ftudy  them?  Moft  unque(* 
tionably,  fo  far  as  nioral  improvemenc^  or- 
the  fundamental  rules  of  faiths .  ore  con- 
cerned. I  believe  too,  that  every  En- 
gliihman  has  a  right,  and  is  required,  fio 
ftudy  the  laws  of  his  country  \  and  I  think - 
it  the  duty  of  all  to  know  fo  much  of^ 
d)em|  as  to  avoid  infringing  them.     But' 
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I  do  not  conceive  that  every  underfland- 
tng  is  capable  of  difcerning  the  exadt 
bounds  of  regal  prerogative,  of  compre- 
hending the  Uw  and  uiage  of  parliament, 
and  the  origin  and  foundation  of  our  civil 
and  political  rights.  Few  people  have 
leifure  to  ftudy  the  (latutes  at  large ;.  and 
though  you  and  I  ought  to, know  enougiv 
to  be  good  fubjeds,  it  would  be  advife- 
able  in  us  both,  in  cafe  of  a  lawfuit,  to  be 
direAed  by  the  advice  of  an  abk  fblicitor^ 
We  may  have  ibme  little  notion  of  the 
phyfical  organbation  of  our  bodies^  and 
may  even  dabble  (b  far  in  niedkine  as  to 
prepare  a  few  compounds^  and  adminifter 
ibem  in  trifling  indifpolitions ;  but  in  cafe 
of  a  ierk)us  illnefs,  we  ihould  think  h 
Buidnefs  not  to  call  in  fuperior  judgements 
Aiid  fhall  we  controvert  thofe  relij^ious 
principles  which  are  eftabliflied  by  labori- 
ous inveftigatibn  and  profound  learnings 
1^  the  knowlet%e  derived  from  flight 
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inveftigation  and  fuperficial  refmrch  T  I 
will  not  alk  you,  whether  we  (hall  refigiv 
our  national  creed  tranfmitted  to  us  from 
apoftolical  times,,  and  adopt  the  fancies  of 
illuminated  coblers,  brain- (ick  Weavers^ 
or  pbilofbphiftical  hadf-educated  fceptic^ 
whom  we  fhould  ridicule  for  coxcombs  if 
they  prcfumed  to  give  an  opinion  refped* 
ing  the  temperature  of  our  pulfe  or  the 
management  of  our  fortune,  and  yet  are 
willingly  fubmitted  to,  as  expounders  cf 
(he  oracles  of  God  ^  This  queftion  isto- 
j^/irhappiiyunappropriate)  but  it  is  really! 
ACceiTary  to  many,  who,  but  for  this  ridi^ 
Guloufr  mixture  of  pride  and  fervility,  thif 
ftrange  proftration  of  the  liberty  of  whicb 
diey  are  fo  tenacious,  to-  the  quackery 
that  they  would  defpife  in  the  commotf 
affairs  of  liici  might  pafs  for  intelligent^ 
people. 

The  hiftory  of  the  Reformation  afl^rdy 
as.  fo  many  inllances  of  the  evils  whicfar 
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sarife  from  mifinterprcted  texts  of  fcrip- 

ture,  and  promifcuous  preaching  *,  that 

we  cannot  be  too  grateful  for  living  undef 

an  eftabliOiaient  which  limits  and  difcouo-^ 

tenances   fhefe  dangerous   licences.     To 

iinderftand  God's  word  aright^  I  mean  fo 

to  comprehend  it  as  truly  to  expound  its 

<lifficultieSj  a  knowledge  of  the  original 

language  is  abfolutely  oeceflary.     To  this 

ihotild  be  added,  a  thorough  acquaintance 

with  the  Guftoms  and  hiftory  of  the  nation 

iof  which  it  treats  j  for,  without  this,  the 

jallufioas  <xhat  oriental  writers  abound  in 

cannot  be  underftood.     Other  requilites- 

^might  be  mentioned :  but  I  mean  chiefly  to 

dwell  upon  one.   The  interpreter  ought  to 

have  a  clear  comprehenfion  of  the  general 

delign  and  plan  of  the  whole fcripture.^-^ 

•  It  is  moil  certain  that  Luther,  in  the  heat  of  his. 
opppfition  to  Rome,  averted  the  right  of  private 
judgement  in  religion^  in  an  indefinite  way,  of  wluch 
Jbe  afterwards  repented. 

Such 
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"Such  an  enlarged  idea  is  reqiured  front 
every  commentator  on  an  antient  daflic ; 
and  certainly^  as  the  New  and  Old  Teftfr* 
inent»  though  disjoined  into  parts,  are 
connected  as  a  whole,  we  cannot  here  be 
fatisfied  with  the  omiflion  of  what  is 
deemed  indilpenfable  in  other  interpie- 
lers. 

A  text  taken  without  its  context,  or 
without  reference  to  the .  main]  defign  of 
the  Ipeaker  or  aftor,  may  be  brought  to 
recommend  falfchood,  hercfy,  blafphemy, 
or  any  other  "damned  error/*  I  pro- 
mifed  to  give  fome  explanatory  inftances 
of  fuch  mirapplications ;  and  we  will  caft 
a  curfory  glance  over  the  firft  chapters  of 
St.  John^s  Gofpel.  Did  we  look  no 
further  than  Nathaniers  reply  to  Philip, 
chapter  ift,  verfe  46th,  *'  Can  any  good 
•*  thing  come  out  of  Nazareth  ?"  we 
fhould  determine  that  this  inquirer,  in* 
ftead  of  following,    reje£fcd  the  Mefllah, 

and 
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And  that  he  was  an  example  of  prejudice;, 
inftead  of  finglenefs  of  heart.  The  next 
Terie  contains  the  higheft  eulogium  on 
this  man's  charafter,  pronounced  by  the 
w(Acc  of  Omnifciencc  j  the  context  (hews 
diat  he  became  an  immediate  difciple  and 
fidkmer  of  our  Lord ;  and  he  is  generally 
iuppofed  to  have  been  the  fame  as  St. 
Bartholomew,  and  one  of  the  chofea 
twelve.  Does  not  this  remark  apply  to 
thoie  who,  from  fome  exprcflions  occa- 
fionally  -ufed  by  our  Saviour  with  refer- 
ence to  his  humanity,  overlook  or  deny 
the  force  of  thofe  paflages  in  which,  in  his  , 
divine  nature,  he  claims  to  be  equal  widi 
God? 

At  the  4th  verfe  of  the  '2d  chapter  of 
St.  John,  we  have  what  many  have  called 
a  harfh  anfwer  irom  the  bleffed  Jefus  to  a 
friendly  intioaation  of  his  mother's  j  which 
might  (be  Jblafphemoufly  explained,  as  if 
that  rude   independent    deportment   to 

parentSj 


parents,  which  is  fo  marked  a  feature  is 
thefc  times,  >^as  fanftioned  by  thc^  con- 
duft  of  this  our  pcrfedt  Exemplar.  That 
the  words  were  not  intended  to  convey  an 
abrupt  refufal,  is  evident,  by  our  Lord's 
immediate  compliance  with  her  wifhesr 
We  mufl:  conclude,  therefore,  tha^  thcjr 
were  either  proverbial,  or  alluded  to  a 
particular  idiom  which  in  this  remote  time 
and  nation  we  cannot  fully  underftand. 
But  to  clear  our  Lord's  charadter  fix)m 
diis  afperfion,  we  muft  look  further.  The 
51ft  verfe  of  the  2d  of  Luke,  and  the 
a6th  and  27th  of  the  1 9th  chapter  of  St. 
John,  prove,  that  they  who  feek  to  juftify 
filial  impertinence,  or  difrefpeft,  by  the 
above  paflage,  contradiSl  inftcad  of  ex* 
flaining  Scripture,  and  miftake  the  cha- 
radler  of  him  who,  though  Lord  of  all, 
was  eminently  diftinguiihed  by  his  dutidil 
coQdud  to  the  fource  of  his  mortal 
bcin^. 

I  have 
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Sir 

1  have  heard  the  difcourfc  of  our  Lord 
v^ith  the  woman  of  Samaria  fb  explafned 
(and  that  from  the  pulpit  of  inllrufUon)^ 
as  to  reprefent  it  to  be  immaterial  where 
and  how,  that  is  to  fay,  in  what  place  ^id 
with  what  forms,  God  is  worfliipped.   TKc 
words  thus  mifapplied  were,  ^^  The  hour 
**  Cometh,  and  now  isi   when  the  true 
worlhippers  (hall  worftiip  the  Father  inr 
Ipirit  and  in  truth ;  for  the  Father  feek- 
**  cth  fueh  to  worfliip  him/'     Was  the 
preceding  verfc  intentionally  or  accidentatfy 
overlooked  ?    John,  4th  and  2 2d  vcrfe, 
**  Ye  worlhip/'  fays  our  Lord  to  the  fchif- 
matical  Samaritans,  "  ye  know  not  what ; 
**  but  we  know  what  we  worftiip,  iovjdha* 
**  tion  is  of  the  Jews.''    It  will  be  difficult 
to  find  a  plainer  teftimony  in  favour  of  a 
feith  founded  on  divine  revelation,  or  of  an 
authorized  ecclefiaftical  eftablilhment, 

I  will  give  but  one  more  exprefs  inftance 

of  the  poffibility  (or  rather  the  probability) 
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of  fuch  mifinterprctarion  of  Scripture  by 
mn/kilftd  or  dijboneft  hands.  It  is  the  be- 
haviour of  our  Lord  to  the  woman  taken 
in  adultery,  which  is  recorded  in  the  8th 
chftpter  of  this  gofpel.  When  fhc  tcUs 
him  that  no  man  had  condemned  her,  he 
replies,  **  Neither  do  I  condemn  thee  5 
*^  go,  and  fin  no  more/'  What !  did  not 
our  Lord  condemn  this  heinous  crime? 
how,  then,  could  he  fay  he  came  to^*  ful- 
**  fil  the  law  and  the  prophets,"  which 
with  one  voice  condemn  and  reprobate 
this  grofs  violation  of  perfonal  purity  and 
folemn  obligation  ?  It  may  be  anfwered, 
that  the  words  arc  plain,  level  to  every 
underftanding ;  and  that  the  faft  corre- 
iponded,  for  the  woman  was  dijmiffei. 
Sinning  no  more,  therefore,  cancels  the 
preceding  offence ;  and  thus  the  bands  of 
wickednefs  may  be  loofed,  aod  Germaa 
morality  founded  upon  a  literal  con-^' 
itrudtion  of  our  Lord*s  wofds^ 

But 
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But  wc  muft  not  reft  in  fuch  partial 
examinations  of  Scripture.  Wcmuft^look 
at  the  hiftory  o(  Jefus,  and  at  the  defigns 
of  his  enemies.  The  Scribes  and  Pfaa-* 
rifecs  who  brought  this  offender  to  our 
Lord,  were  defirous  of  enfnaring  him  bf 
fome  aftion  which  they  might  conflruc 
into  an  exercife  of  regal  or  magifterial 
power,  and  thus  find  a  pretence  of  ac- 
cufing  him  to  the  Romans  as  an  infringer 
of  the  authority  of  C^far.  Their  laws 
(obferve,  they  were  allb  the  laws  of  God^ 
condemned  the  adulterefs  to  death ;  and 
they  infidioufly  brought  this  acknowledged 
culprit  to  Chrift,  in  the  hope  that  if  he 
merely  ratified  the  juftice  of  the  fentence 
which  Mofes  had  pronounced,  they  might 
io  pervert  his  words  as  to  turn  them 
into  conjiruilive  rebellion.  Tliis  incident^ 
^iicrcfore,  is  recorded  as  an  inftance  of 
the  extraordinary  wtfdom  with  which  out 
Saviour  fruflrated  the  intrigues  of  an  kt- 
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&mous  cabal  who  fought  his  deftrudion ; 
and  cannotj  without  mifapplication,  be 
adduced  for  any  moral  purpofi^  except  to 
check  that  cenforious  fpirit  which  is  eager 
to  punilh  others^  while  unrepented  tranf- 
grelllons  rankle  in  their  own  bofoms.  It 
is  not  as  the  oninifcient  Judge  of  man, 
but  as  one  who  was  expeded  to  aft  as 
the  temporal  ruler  of  Ifrael^  that  he  le- 
fufes  to  condemn  the  guilty  creature  who 
flood  treqibling  before  him.  As  a  teacher 
of  pure  morals,  he  difmilTes  her  with  an 
exhortation  to  fin  no  more;  which,  if  her 
byeart  was  iiot  entirely  hardened,  would  be 
the  means  of  obtaining  forgivenefs  for 
her  at  the  tribunal  of  Heaven.  A  re- 
ference to  the  a  7  th  and  28  th  verfes  of  the 
fixth  qh^ter  of  St«  Matthew's  gofpd, 
will  fliew  you  the  rule  of  inward  purity 
by  which  Chriftians  mud:  regulate  even 
the  fecret  aflTedions  of  their  hearts.  The 
Redeemer  of  the  world  was  no  inconfiftent 
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teacher ;  he  had  no  alternately  loofe  and 
rigid  morality,  no  convenient  doArines 
fuited  to  times  and  feafons,  no  palliatives 
to  fcreen  the  mighty,  no  ftimulants  to  goad' 
the  unprotefted ;  no  popular  morality  for 
the  mob,  no  fpecious  difquifitions  for  the 
learned.  They  who  attribute  fuch  in- 
congruity to  him,  look  at  a  part,  not  at 
the  whole.  It  is  from  fuch  partial  and 
confined  views  of  Scripture  that  dtffentions 
and  herefies  arife.  The  Galvinifts  build 
their  notions  on<a  miftaken  conception  of 
St.  Paul's  dcfign  in  his  epiftles  to  the  Ro- 
mans and  Galatians,  wherein  the  words^ 
clefbion  and  rejeftion  are  mentioned  j  but 
certainly  in  general  terms  *>  and  with  ap- 
plication to  the  calling  of  the  Gentiles  to 
occupy  that  place  in  the  Church  of  God 
which  the  Jews  forfeited  by  not  acknow- 
ledging the  Mefl[iah«     Yet  that  this  great 

^  Coimnenfotora  h^e  agreed  that  no  inftance  of 
WividHi^  ekdtion  appears  in  Scriptore. 
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body  of  unbelieving  Ifrael  would  not  be 
finally  reprobate,  or  lhuc,out  from  the 
Chriftian  covena^^  the  eleventh  chapter 
of  Ronaans,  and  many  prophetical  parts 
of  Scripture,  unequivocally  declare ;  and 
its  whole  tenor  pronounces  univcrfal  re- 
demption.  Equally  confined  are  the  views 
of  thofe  who,  denying  the  divinity  of  our 
Lord,  adduce  thofe  exprcffions  in  the 
gofpels  to  confirm  their  notions,  in  which 
he  acknowledges  inferiority  to  the  Father, 
Which  in^  refpeft  to  his  human  nature  is 
unqueftionabljf  true.  Confidered  in  this 
view,  their  favourite  reference  to  the  Sent 
and  the  Sender,  and  even  the  text  of 
^*  My  Father  is  greater  than  I,"  are  cafily 
reconcilable  to  orthodox  opinions.  But 
as  a  learned  Prelate  *  obferves,  **  the  texts- 
'*  that  affirm  the  divinity  of  Chrift  are 

•  This  remark  is  taken  from  the  Biihop  of  lin- 
CQln's  Elements  of  Theology ;  but  not  haying  ihe 
work  to  refer  tp«  the  page  cannot  be  fpecifi^. 

"  too 
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^  too  plain,  and  too  poGrive,  to  bend  to 
**  their  cxpofitions ;,  they  muft  therefore 
^  crafe  them,  or  receive  the  doftrines 
*'  they  contain;"  Contrary  to  all  evi- 
dence or  probability,  they  prefer  the 
latter. 

To  guard  againft  thefe  and  many^ -other 
evils,  I  ftrongly  recommend  to  my  fex  zn 
early  and  thorough  intimacy  with  their 
bibles.  I  wifti  them  to  be  fo  vcrfed  and 
grounded  in  fcriptural  knowledge,  that 
they  may  comprehend  the  whole  fcries.crf 
hiftory  and  prophecy,  as  well  as  tne  moral 
inftrudion  which  the  facred  volume  con^i 
tains.  Such  Weffed  advantage  over  the 
prefent  age  was  poffefled  by  our  anceftor» 
at  the  time  of  the  Reformation.  Thus 
did  the  primitive  Chriftians  digefi:  and 
underftand  the  whole  word  of  God  j  and 
at  both  thefe  periods,  it  was  this  thorou^ 
convidion  of  the  truth  and  purport  of 
koly  writ,  which  fupportcd  timid  beati^ 

1 4  and 


S24 

and  feeble  childhood  throu^  the  torments 
of  martyrdom  with  more  than  manly  cou- 
rage.  We  are  not  called  to  mount  the 
blazing  pile,  nor  to  ftep  into  the  bloody 
amphitheatre,  for  the  love  of  Chrift.  Blef- 
fed  be  his  name  that  we  are  not !  for  could 
we  be  expeftcd  to  die  for  him  of  whom 
we  have  fcarcely  heard  ?  But  we  are  called 
to  endure  that  trial,  of  mocking  and  fcof- 
fing,  to  which  the  dodrine  (now,  as  once 
the  perfon)  of  our  Saviour  is  expofed.  It 
is  a  moft  perverfe  and  wicked  wit,  which 
can  attempt  to  debafe  the  charter  of  fal- 
vation  by  profane  or  ludicrous  allufions* 
In  tlys  country,  the  New  Teflament  at 
prefcnt  is  feldom  openly  traveftied  ;  but 
fome  unguarded  expreflions  ufed  by  a  po- 
pular divine,  only  intended  to  affcrt  that, 
firom  the  clearnefs  of  its  internal  and  his- 
torical evidence,  the  |^^^/ of  Chrift  may 
reft  on  its  own  fupport,  without  recurring 
to  the  Old  Teft»nent  for  proofs,  feem  to 
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inrt  been  hailed  as  an  aufpicious  (ignal 
by  **  filthy  talkers  and  jefters,"  proclaim- 
ing that  the  firft  covenant  may  be  lawfully 
turned  into  ridicule.  Can  a  public  cor* 
reftor  of  tafte  and  morals  be  juftified  for 
delcribingi  as  an  ^'  exquifite  addition'*  to 
a  poem^  **  a  droll  transformation  of  the 
''•*  ftory  of  Nebuchadnezzar  and  his  fiery 
**  furnace,  with  the  three  Hebrew  fala- 
**  manders  who  could  not  be  burnt  j"  own- 
ing, ^^  that  for  this  burlefque  exhibition  of 
his  Majefty  of  Babylon  they  owe  to  the 
playful  poet  a  hearty  laugh  ?"  Was 
the  editor  of  this  critique  aware,  that  the 
book  in  which  this  affeding  narrative  is 
contained  was  authenticated  by  two  ejC'* 
prefs  quotations  of  our  Lord*  ;  in  one  of 
which  he  acknowledges  Daniel's  pro- 
phetical character?  Does  a  jocular  parody 
of  a  fblemn  and  inftruftive  event,  re- 
corded by  one  whole  prefcience  is  divinely 
...    . ..  : »       .'■  ■  ?        '^  '■    .  'Ji 

*  See  Matthew,    13th  chapter  43d  verfe,  24th 
chapter  15th  verfe. 
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atceftcd,  become  him  who,  as  a  Chtifthm, 
muft  defend  the  verity  of  all  our  Lord's 

afleitions*  ? 

• 

*  The  following  anecdote  is  given  on.newfpaper 
teftimony,  with  a  wifh  that  it  may  have  had  no 
fenndation  in  truth ;  foi*  it  will  then  adbts  acaotion, 
inftead  of  a  cenfare :  A  New  Jerufalem  toucher  iur- 
xeptitiottily  obt<dned  an  appointment  to  a  -  meeting 
belonging  to  fome  regular  diifenters.  A  trial  at 
law  enfued ;  and  the  preacher,  who  had  been  an 
itinerant  mufic- mailer  and  petty  ihopkeeper,  was 
defended  by  his  very  elaborate  coanfel,  who' is  faid 
to  have  introduced  David's  fkill  npon  the  harp,  and 
the  humble  profeffions  of  the  apoftles,  as  a  parallei 
that  was  applicable  to  this  fchifinatic's  change  of 
occupation.  Did  this  learned  gentleman  not  know, 
or  did  he  purpofely  forget,  that  thefe  apofUes  were 
ntfractiloufly  endowed  by  the  Spirit  of  (rod  with  all 
'knowledge,  all  hiih,  and  the  powdr  of  coring  iS 
difeafes?  What  reiemblance  then  can  poffibly  exift 
between  thefe  fupematurally  inilrUded  teachers,  and 
an  ignorant  alid  (as  was  clearly  proved)  knavilh 
m^hanic  ?  Sorely  the  wit  of  this  abfurd  compariiba 
is'tooftratned  to  pala,  evrnina  carelefs  auditory,  u 
an  excufe  for  its  wifehood  and  irreverence. 
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A  thorough  acquaintance  ivithholy 
writ  will,  infpire  fuch  habitual  reverance 
for  it,  as  a  whole,  as  mud  ptenent  iu3 
from  encouraging  thofe  degrading  .pard«» 
dies  of  any  detached  part  of  it,  whiphrfdme 
soluble  unprincipled  rhymersJ^rought'in- 
to  faQiion,  whofe' works  are  ndw  happU)^ 
finking  into  the  oblivion  which  the/tidcM 
ferirc ;  I  hopcj  never  more  to  be  r^viv^ 
pr  imitated.  In  the  writings  of  a  carmin 
florid  genius,  whofe  richly. dreffcd  pcitry 
for.fome  time  dirpdted  tbe.natioiia^itoa 
(I  will  not  call  it  tafte),  iherr  are.'ilcveral 
aHufions  to  the  narratives  of  bolf  Hi(ritj 
Vfhich,  though  ferioufly  worded,  arc  de» 
graded  by  being  applied  to  petty  fimtlt^ 
Mides.  Since  we  ace  .afiured  >in  the  New 
37cfl:ament,that  ". allScripture"  (by  which 
the Jcwi(h  Scriptures  only  could  be  meant) 
^  is  given  by  infpirationi"  finoe  the-twd 
QDoft  extraordinary,  and^  it  :(hould  feenh 
bo  ti%^  improbable  oocurrence^  which  th^ 

L  6  contain. 


228 

contain,  the  hiftories  of  Jonah  and  Ba« 
laam,  arc  confirmed,  the  former  by  five 
companions  in  the  difcouries  of  our  lx>rd, 
the  latter  by  the  inferences  of  St,  Peter 
and  Scjude;  ^*  droll  transformations  of 
^^.  iiarrativcs,"  or  even  light  allufions  to 
biblical  hiftories,  muft  be  confidered  noc 
only  as  criminal  in  thofe  who  thus  abufe 
their  talents,  but  as  arguir^  great  igno- 
rance of  the  foundation  of  their  religion, 
and  its  connexion  with  Jcwifli  hiftory,  in 
every,  admirer  of  thefc  perverted  efibrts  of 
wit  and' ingenuity. 

The  ftudy  that  I  fo  earneftly  recom* 
mend  will,  if  aflifted  by  the  invaluable 
bbours  of  found  and  able  cxpofitors,  en- 
able you  to  repel  many  oblique  attack! 
which  may  be  made  upon  your  faith,  oh 
account  of  the  feeming  incongrui^  of. 
particular  incidents.  The  miracles  of  our 
Lord  have  not  efcaped  the  petulant  ccU 
ticifin  of  ihort-fighted  cavillen^    The$r 

are 
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tre  faid  to  have  been  limited  and  puerile ; 
and  certainly  they  were  upon  a  Icfs  grand 
and  awful  fcale  than  the  imprcflive  won- 
ders  which  freed   the   Hebrew  captives 
from  Egyptian  bondage,    and   prepared 
them  for  the  reception  of  the  Mofaical 
covenant.     Our  Lord  came  to  a  people- 
who  were  in  cxpedation  of  a  wonderful 
perlbnage;  to  a  nation  by  whom  it  was 
pre-ordained  that  he  was  to  be  rejected  and 
facrificed;  yet  among  whom  he  was  to 
meet  with  many  converts,  and  from  whofe 
narrow  region  his  gofpel  was  to  burft  Hke 
a  refiftlefs  torrent,  and  overflow  the  world. 
The  power  of  working  miracles,  which  was 
in  the  firft  inftance  confined  to  thejewifh 
Lawgiver  and  High  Prieft,  was  in  thelat* 
ter,  with  great  propriety,' extended  to  every 
anibaflador  who  bore  this  high  million  to 
any  part  of  the  world.    As  in  the  Afiatic' 
and  Grecian  cities,  id  on  the  barren  rock' 
of  Mclita»  and  in  vthe  xemote  confines  of 
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iifnpcrial  Rome,  St.  Paul  dilplayed  tKe 
tinequi  vocal  atteftations  of  accompany  log 
Deity.  Ecclefiafticai  hiftory  allures  .us, 
that  the  like  effeds  attended  the  yet  morf 
diftaot  journies  of  the  other  apoftles. 

In  number  therefore,  though  noCiniifir- 
dividual  importance^  the  iniracles  which 
uihered  ia  the  gofpel  exceeded  the  fuper^ 
natural  evidences  of  the  law.  They  were 
alfo  ftriftly  applicable  to  the  different  na- 
tures of  the  two  difpenfations.  For  recall- 
i4dg  the  world  to,  the  almoft  extinguiibed 
knowledge  of  one  God,  terror  and  ma*^ 
jefty  were  awfully  connbinedi  Benevo* 
lence  was  the  charaderiftical  j&ature  of- 
^o£e  aiLl4  wonders,  which. announced  the 
purpofe  of  the  Almigli^  to  be  reconcikd 
tf /bis  oflfending,  ^^^  repentant  Greaturtes*: 
"  Thus,  though  iriic  whole  ijrftem  of 
*'  Chriftian  miracles. iwaks^intcndcd. to  ^(m^ 
^Sl.vince  men  tfaat^efm  ^ar»  fent  'isy  USit^ 
^.>and  not  U)  cinifer,Att&iK»^n)»)P- ticn^ 
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••  (fitt  onipardcular  pcrfoiKi;*yettheif.OT^ 
<^  cidental  benevolenoe,  this  ;going  abonif 
ff  doing  good,  is  a  ftrong  acteftaiion .  of 
^^  the  difvirte  origin  of  that  mtraculous 
"  power  which  Jefws  Chrift  poflefied*." 
>  May.,  we  tasc^ : expedl*  that  this  general 
ealarjged  attention  to  the  whole  defigii  of 
Scripture  will  con6dcrahly  abate  the  viru-r 
knee  of  diat  religious  anioiofity,  which 
is  moft  apt  to  arUb  from  contfafb^  views^ 
and  partial  attachment  to  fome  few  pecu^ 
Kar  doflrines?  We  fometrmes  adopt  cr- 
rooeous  opinions  from  pertinacity,  or  in- 
feertional  finguhirity  ;•  but  oftener  through 
that  infirmity  of  judgment  whioh  will  not 
permit  an  .  ardcftit'  imagination  to  rdk 
within  the  fibber  imunds'of  jt^utb,  or  tt> 
MQiiiie  itfelf^^tb^the  >^^fonbled[  ^mitsof 
revelation  5  wfeichi,  ,it  muft  cVer  be  re-^ 

taiiith^ilk]jMd^tq!>fYf)^  ircMik»;Mfrito 

*  \*' This  remark  is  taken  firom  Hey*s  Le£lures. 
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fatisfy  '^  curious  and  oaraal  perfom.** 
Charity  has  received  as  much  injurjr 
from  extreme  refinements  and  minute 
fubtilties  of  expreffion,  as  myfterious  doc- 
trines have  from  diffule  explanations,  or 
injudicious  and*  unwarrantable  applica- 
tions. Thus  people  are  often  brought  to 
differ  in  words^  who  agree  in  things ;  and  to 
attach  confequence  to  merely  ijpeculative 
diftindions^  which  they  do  not  underftaad. 
Hence  arofe  thofe  miferable  and  unac* 
countable  difienfions  (which  may  be 
juftly  termed  theological  quibbling)  that 
perplexed  the  fchool  divines  5  hence  the 
difputes  between  Friars  of  different  or- 
ders, the  quarrels  of  Jefuits  and  Janfen- 
iftsi  and  the  numerous  altercations  thiat 
have  divided  and  fubdivided  all  claflfes  of 
diflenters  from  our  e(labli(hment.  But 
if,  inftead>of  thua inipefting a  partof oiif 
ccligioa  wdi  tnicrcfcoptc-  Acce^tidiH  nf 
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Mfling  up  one  text  as  our  learner,  and  fight-^ 
ing  under  it  againft  all  our  fcUow-chrif- 
tians^  wc  applied  ourfelves  to  ftudy  the 
beauty  and  confiftency  of  all  the  facrcd* 
volume,  our  zeal  for  peculiar  tenets,  and 
all  that  criminal  defirc  of  being  fmgular 
which  makes  men  hazard  the  welfare  of 
their  fouls  in  vindication  of  fuppofed 
rights^  would  be  abforbed  by  the  anxious 
deiire  of  truly  obeying  what  we  felt  to  be 
(j  excellent,  and  knew  to  be  fo  divine. 
Then  might  we  hope  that  the  profefTors 
of  the  faith  of  Jefus  would>  as  in  early 
times,  be  marked  by  this  flattering  dit- 
tindbion,  **  Behold  how  thcfe  Chriftians 
"  love  one  another.** 

At  the  time  when  the  impoftor  Ma- 
homet promulgated  his  bloody  and  vo-^ 
hiptuous  doftrines,  the  eaftern  part  of  the 
Chriftian  world  was  torne  by  miferable 
contention,  and  the  wcftern  was  wafted 
by  war  and  dcprclTed  by  ignorance.     All 
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liiftorians  concur  in  ftating,  that  the 
hatred  and  animofity  which  Chriftians 
bore  to  each  other  expedited  the  triumphs 
of  the  cruel  Arabian  and  his  prpfelyting 
banditti.  The  fchifms  which  then  rent 
the  church  difpofed  many  to  beconie  hh 
converts  ;  to  ft  ate  what  they  were,  is  to- 
give  an  awful  leflbn  to  thefc  times  :  many 
then  queftioned  the  divinity  of  our  Saviour  i 
and  the  doctrine  of  ahjolute  prtdeftinatim 
was  inculcated  with  great  zeal  by  the  adr 
herents  of  St^  Auguftine. 

May  we  not  now  inquire,  what  are  the 
figos  of  the  times  ia  which  we  liveE 
Within  our  church  these  isaichifoH  ia 
which  the  old  Pharifaical  fupercilioufneisj 
of  ^^  ft  and  apart,  I  am  more  holy  thanr 
•*  thou/^  is  too  apparent.  Beyond  her. 
pale,  we  lee  new  modes  of  worihip  mul* 
tiplied,  and  difunipn  engrafted  on  diflcn- 
tion.  The  church  of  Scotland,  which-, 
was  one  of  the  fir  ft  to  rejeft  prefcription,. 
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and  to  venture  boldly  in  untried  paths^ 
terrified  at  the  unwarrantable  licence  af* 
fumed  by  her  refraftory  members*,  is 
forced  to  rcfumc  the  renounced  reftraint 
of  ecclefiaftical  coercion.  With  us,  the 
blcfling  of  toleration  Jias  let  in  the  curfes 
of  fanatic ifm,  fcepticifm,  and  licentiouf- 
neis.  Hofls  ^  of  ignorant  felf-fufficient 
preachers  are  yearly  licenced  to  miflcad 
the  weak  and  irrefblute,  and  toinfpire  the. 
illiterate  with  contempt  for  their  proper 
pallors.  Among  the  higher  ranks,  the 
latitudinarian  gains  many  converts  to  the 
attractive  found  of  liberality,  and  en- 
larged opinions ;  and  from  the  latitudina-^ 
|ian  the  fcale  of  error  mounts  to  infidelity^ 
But  indifix^rence  is  the  more  prevailing 
charadteriftic  of  this  ages  and  it  is  fo 
very  prevalent  among  the  higher  circles, 
that  ferioufnefs  and  devotion    are   con- 

•  For  this  account  of  the  flate  of  the  prefbytcry  in 
Scotland,  fee  Dn  Hill's  Theological  IniUtutes. 
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flandy  confounded  with  fe6tarian[>  enthufii- 
afm.     The  duty  of  worihiping  the  God  of 
our  fathers  is  made  to  depend  upon  conve- 
nience, upon  fafhion^  upon  a  warm  chapel} 
or  upon  an  agreeable  preacher.    From  the 
lives  of  thefe  nominal  Chriftians,  or  from 
the  repullivc    manners    of    tho(e    who 
**  make  broad  their  phylafteries,  and  cn- 
"  large  the  hem  of  their  garments/'  the 
well-bred  deid,  and  mere  moral  man  of 
the  world,  affed  to  form  their  notion  of 
the  influence  of  religion  upon  the  Heart 
and  mind.     Aks  i  that  the  many  thou« 
fands,  who  in  this  ifl^nd  have  '^  never 
"  bowed  the  knee  to  Baal,*'  nor  omitted 
that  "  worfliip  in  fpirit  and  truth"  which 
our  Creator  prefcribes,  would  fometimes 
emerge  from  their  beloved  retirement,  and 
Ihew  an  admiring  world,  "  Virtuean  her 
^*  own  (hape  how  lovely." 

It  muft  however J)e  acknowledgedi  that 
the  lives  of  too  many  fincere  Chriftiant 

will 


S37 

will  not  bear  a  comparifon  with  the  pure 
and  holy  rules  which  they  profefs  to  re- 
ccive'dS4iit  guide  of  their  condud;  and 
r.am  informed,  that  our  prefent  race  of 
deifts  juftify  their  rejedbion  of  religion  by* 
faying,  "  Why  do  not  you  believers  lead 
?V  better  lives  ?  I  entertain  no  fuch  hopes 
**  refpcdbing  futurity  as  you  do  j  I  rejeft 
*^  your  creed ;  I  difavow  the  divine  affift* 
"  ances  which  you  pretend  to  receive ; 
"  yet  my  moral  reftitude  challenges  a\ 
comparifon  with  your's.  I  acknow- 
ledge no  laws  that  debar  me  from  thofc 
gratifications  which  you  folemnly  re* 
nounct  sw  fins,  yet  frequently  pra6Ufc 
Allowing,  therefore,  the  verity  and  re- 
aUty  of  your  religious  obligations,  my 
**  offences  muft  receive  a  lefs  fevere  <»n- 
"  demnation  than  your's.^ 

The  reply  to  this  juftificatdry  recnmi- 
nation  is  fo  apparent,  that,  had  I  not  been 
aflfured  that  fuch  expreflions  are  the  com- 
mon 
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tnon  apology  of  deifts,  I  (hotild  have 
thought  it  derogatory  to  their  aciitenefs 
to  attribute  to  them  fuch  mean  and  jgune 
fubterfuges^  Here  a  remark  of  our  Sa- 
viour's muft  recar  to  your  remembrance 
and  you  will  again  feelingly  acknowledge 
that  he  knew  what  l^ras  ih  man  :  **  Men" 
ftill  *vlave  4arknefs  better  than  light/' 
and  for  the  fame  reafon  as  when  Chrift 
^as  upon  earth,  *'  becaufe  their  deeds  arc 
**  evil/'  It  is  the  purity  and  holinefs  of 
the  gofpel  that  niakes  the  flaves  of  Mam- 
ftion  and  Belial  cavil  at  its  authority.  It 
is  not  becaufe  it  refts  on  infufficient  evi- 
dence, that  they  deny  its  divine  origin ; 
Jbut  becaufe  it  will  not  accommodate  itfelf 
to  a  darling  vice,  or  a  predominant  pafliony 
thar  they  determine  not  to  let  it  rule  over 
them. 

But  whether  we  rejeft  or  acknowledge 

the  government  of  the  bleiied  Jefus  M 

this  worlds  we  fliall  all  ftand  at  bis  judge*^ 
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mcnt  feat  hereafter.  The  pleas  that  will 
be  admitted  in  behalf  of  thofc  to  whom 
the  evangelical  tidings  of  a  Redeemer 
were  never  proclaimed,  cannot  be  urged 
in  favour  of  Pagans  by  chme^  who,  though 
born,  baptized,  and  educated  in  a  Chrif- 
tian  country,  preferred  the  darknefs  of 
Deiftn  to  the  light  which  fhone  around 
them.  Whoever  lives  where  Chrfftianitjr 
is  profefled,  is  by  birth  a  lubjeft  of  the 
Lamb  of  God.  He  may  renounce  his 
allegiance,  he  may  infult  and  de(pife  his 
Sover-eign ;  but  thefc  frantic  a6ls  do  not 
transform  him  into  an  alien,  but  a  rebeL 
Born  under  the  tegiflation  of  the  gofpel, 
it  is  againft  that  difpenf^irion  that  he  fins, 
and  it  is  by  that  he  will  be  judged.  His 
boaftcd  liberty,  of  being  free  to  choofe 
his  matter,  extends  only  to  the  grave. 
Even  if  his  moral  conduft  were  fuch  as 
to  fugged  hopes  of  efcaping  future  ven- 
geance,   the  penalty  will  attach  to    his 
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frincipl^.  The  gaudy  fhow  of  benevb- 
lence^  integrity,  or  liberality,  which  pro- 
ceeded hot  from  the  defire  of  pleafing 
God,  and  were  not  offered  to  him  with 
the  fweet  fmelling  favour  of  faith  in  Chrift) 
only  conftitute  that  defeftivc  righteouf- 
nefs  which,  we  are  affured,  will  not  be 
accepted  by  God  from  thofe  whom  he 
has  called  to  the  knowledge  of  his  Son. 

It  is  certain,  that  the  **  infeftion  of 
"  man's  nature  *,**  as  our  church  terms 
it,  remains  in  fome  degree  in  us  all ;  (b 
that,  even  in  the  moft  fincere  Chriftians, 
**  there  is  a  law  of  the  flefh  that  is  conti- 
"  nually  warring /gainft  the  law  of  God." 
The  Church  of  England  ms^es  no  pre- 
tenfions  either  to  aggregate  or  individual 
perfeftion.  In  conformity  with  the  facred 
code  from  which  fhe  derives  her  ordi- 
nanceS)    Ihe   acknowledges  her-  militant 

•  Article  9th. 

ilates 


941 

ftate ;  and,  confcious.  that  her  members 
**  arc  befet  with  iq  many  and  great  dan- 
**  gers,  that  by  reafon  of  the  frailty  of 
**  their  mortal  nature  they  cannot  always 
"  ftand  upright,  (he  implores  fuch  fup- 
**  plies  of  ftrength  and  proteftion  as  may 
♦*  carry  them  through  all  temptations*/' 
The  allufions  to  a  Chriftian's  life  on  earth 
are  not  taken  from  a  ftate  of  triumph, 
fecurity,  or  even  repofe :  it  is  ever  de- 
ftribed  as  an  arduous  race>  a  painful  con« 
flidt,  a  day  of  labour  and  forrow,  a; 
ftruggle  with  the  powers  of  darknefs.  We 
have  Scripture  and  our  maternal  church 
on  our  fide,  when  we  fuggeft  an  opinion, 
that  the   fpiritual  enemy  is  more  bufily 

^  **  A  good  Chriftian,  not  being  one  who  has  no 
^'  inclination  to  fin ;  but  one  who,  through  the 
**  grace  of  God,  immediately  checks,  and  fuiFea 
**  not  fuch  inclinations  to  grow  into  evil  habits/'—* 
See  Biihop  Wilfon's  ihort  and  plain  indrudtious  for 
the  Lord's  Supper,  page  50, 
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employed  in  aflfailing  the  liege  fubjeds  of 
the  King  of  Heaven,  than  in  fecuring  the 
condemnation  of  thofe  who,  by  their  anti- 
chriftian  prejudices,  have  furrendered  their 
minds  to  that  infidelity  which  is  the  parent 
of  every  vice.  Thefc  the  prince  of  dark- 
nefs  can  leave  to  work  out  their  own  de- 
ftruSion ;  but  he  muft  penetrate  into  the 
retirements  of  piety,  and  endeavour  to 
difturb  the  prayers,  corrode  the  temper, 
or  feduce  the  integrity,  of  thofe  who  he 
fears  are  becoming  "  meet  for  the  inheri- 
^'  tance  of  the  Saints  in  Light." 

But  befide  thofe  who,  though  not  ex- 
empt from  human  error-,  yet  on  the  whole 
appear  to  "  walk'*  worthy  of  the  voca- 
tion whereunto  they  are  called,  there  arc 
many  who,  with  fincere  intentions  of 
keeping  the  fear  of  God  always  before 
their  eyes;  do  occafionally  fall  into  great 
and  aggravated  fins.  Offenders  of  this 
dcfcription  furnilh  the  infidel  with  much 
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fecmlng  occafion  for  exultation ;  but  the 
triumph  is  merely  vifioiiary.  When  we 
fearch  into  the  hiftory  of  thefe  unhappy 
culprits,  we  (hall  find  many^  natural  rea- 
fons  for  their  infirmities  ;  either  they  have 
ftrong  paffions,  or  defcftive  tempers  j 
perhaps  their  education  has  been  injudi- 
cious, or  their  relative  fituation  in  life  is 
attended  with  fome  peculiarly  irritating 
Of  dangerous  circumftances.  The  fcep- 
tic's  prejudice  againfl:  religion  leads  him 
to  confider  it  as  the  caufe  of  thofe  errors 
which  it  is  conftantly  endeavouring  to 
lounteraSi.  I  mud  exclude  from  the  pale 
of  true  Chriftianity,  (that  is,  from  the 
number  of  fineere  fervants  of  the  blefled 
Jefus)  all  who  live  in  the  habitual  prac- 
tice of  what  they  know  to  be  vice ;  but 
they  who  divide  their  tirne  between  finning 
and  forrowing,  who  promife  with  the  im- 
pafTioned  and  confident  Peter,  and  lika^ 
him  offend  'and  weep,   exhibit^   though 
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not  fo  glorious,  yet  as  ftrong  a  proof  of 
the  power  of  religion  on  a  weak  but  fin* 
cere  mind,  as  the  dying  Stephen  did  when 
he  prayed  to  his  Lord  in  glory^  amid  his 
mortal  agonies.  Though  the  certainty  of 
another  world  has  not  eradicated  tjie 
bofom  infirmity,  it  makes  **  the  ftrong 
'*  man  tremble,"  and  compels  the  rebel 
inclinations  to  fall  proftrate  for  pardon 
before  the  throne  of  Mercy;  by  whom, 
we  truft,  though  they  may  be  correSed  as 
offenders^  they  .will  not  be  Jentenced  as 
afofiates. 

Deifl:,  tioft  thou  inquire  what  religtoii 
h^s  done  for  thofe  who  continually  tranf- 
gief^  and  reform  ?  1  anfwer,  it  is  the 
powiTiul  attradion  vwhich  prevented  them 
from  fiymg  off,  as  thou  haft  done,  into 
the  dark  and  chterlefa  regions  of  ichaotic 
doubt  and  terror.  What  would  thefe 
half  emancipated  flaves  of  furious  pa{]ions» 
irregular  dcfiies,   and  perverted  inclina« 
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tions  have  been,  if  they  had  alfo  deniecf 
then*  God,  and  rejeftcd  the  faving  mer- 
cres  of  their  Saviour?  "  He  who  know? 
**  whereof  w^e  are  made,  and  remember^ 
*^  that  we  are  but  duft,**  will  not  be  ex- 
treme to  mark  what  is  done  amifs  by  thofc 
who  maintain  a  conftaht  ftraggte  with  art 
ill-reguhted  ill-turored  mind.  Leave* 
them  to  the  mercy  of  the  matter  they  have 
chofcn.  But  if,  in  the  pride  of  moraf 
reftitude,  thou  prefumeft  to  fct  thy  fpe^ 
cious  goodncls  in  oppofition  to  tlie  con- 
trite Publican  who  weeps  befide  thee; 
beware.  Sinner ;  thou  too  art  weighed  in 
the  balance  and  art  found  wanting.  Dott' 
thou  pofTefs  a  native  fweetnefs  of  difpo* 
fition ;  this  is  the  foil  in  which  thotr 
Ibouldft  have  planted  the  Chriftian  grace 
of  charity.  Haft  thou  a  keen  perception 
of  what  is  perfeft,  fair,  and  good  j  this' 
talent  was  given  thee  to  be  improved  into 
9  **  knowledge  of  the  ways  o(  the  Moff' 
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mcn^  tnd  the  fecrec  afpiradons  of  the 
foul  of  the  penitent ;  for  the  world  is  not 
endued  with  omnifcience,  and  can  only 
determine  by  what  it  is  permitted  to  fee. 
But  it  is  by  thy  inward  motives,  not  by 
thy  oftenfible  deeds,  that  thou  (halt  be 
fentenced  at  the  awful  tribunal  of  him, 
the  King  of  Kings  and  Lord  of  Lords, 
who  will  fearfully  reclaim  the  apoftate  who 
rejeded  his  authority,  in  the  doling  fcenes 
of  his  mediatorial  kingdom,  before  it 
merges  into  the  full  dominion  of  paternal 
Deity  ♦• 

The  prevalence  of  fuicide  is  another 
inftance  by  which  we  may  judge  of  the 
ftate  of  religion  in  this  kingdom  j  for  un- 
qucftionably,  unlefs  it  proceed  from  men- 
tal derangement,  we  muft  pronounce  thp, 
fcif-murderer  ignorant  of  the  Migations 
and  power  of  Chriftianity.  If  he  really. 
believed  in  God,  would  he  dare  to  ru(h 
uncalled  into  his  prefence,  or  make  the 

•  S^  ift  Corinthianft  i$tli  chap.  24th  verfe. 
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hft  aftion  of  his  life  a  crime  of  which  he 
never  can  repent?  The  prevalence  of 
this  ofFence.  among  the  Pagans  of  old 
times  is  indifputable  ;  it  was  even  confi- 
dered  as  fomewhat  of  a  brave  and  com- 
mendable aftion,  by  which  their  greateffi 
and  wifeft  men,  and  their  moft  virtuous 
women,  heroically  l^efolved  to  efcapc  froiW 
pain,  difgrace,  and  forrow.  Equally 
indifputable  is  the  faft,  that  the  religion 
c^  Jefus  conquered  this  daring  propen-* 
fity  J  fince  its  moft  eminent  profeffors 
deemed  it  lefs  infamous  to  expire  in  ex- 
cruciating tortures  as  public  criminals, 
than  gently  to  languirti  j^way  with  the 
mock  dignity  of  a  Seneca,  dr  to  tear  open 
their  own  bowels  with  the  ruthlcfs  frenzy, 
of  a  Cato.  The  revival  of  this  humour 
of  felf-deftru<^ion  in  France  is  fo  noto- 
rious, that  it  is  lamented  even  by  thofc 
who  ftill  fce>    in  that  atheillical  revolu- 
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tion,  much  to  admire,  and  who  fruittdslf 
wifli  to  palliate  all  its  enormities*. 

Self-murder,  when  it  is  not.  a  Aidden 
JM5t  of  madnefs  or  palTion,  muft  proceed 
from  the  fuUen  relblve  of  wounded  pride, 
confcious  of  merit  and  impatient  of  dif- 
appointment.  How  oppofite  is  this  tem- 
per to  the  fclf-abafement,  the  lowly  refig* 
^nation  of  a  Cbriftian  ibuly  who  receives 
temporal  calamities  as  the  dcferved  AaJ* 
iijcments  of  his  .Father  and  his  God,  an4 
who  hopes,  through  his  mercy,  not  only 
the  pardon  of  his  fins,  but  the  promiies 
annexed  to  patient  fubmifiion  !  It  is  thofe 
who  prefume  to  think  highly  of  their  own 
defervings,  who  depend  upon  merit,,  who 
demand  reward,  and  who  limit  their  views 
of  happinefs  to  temporal  poireffion  on  this 
jQde  Jordan,  that  are  moft  inclined^  like 

*  It  is  ajffirmedy  oa  an  average  calculation^  that 
five  Frenchmen  periih  in  two  days  by  their  owOr 
JHandi.    See  Hoicroft's  Travels  into  France. . 
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treacherous  centinels,  to  defert  the  poft 
vhich  they  deem  unworthy  of  their  high' 
deferVings. 

Suicide,  therefore,  is  moft  frequently 
the  ftcrn  determination  of  indignant  dcifm, 
earring  in  its  pride  againft  the  will  of  the 
Higheft.  It  often  too  proceeds  from  the 
keen  tortures  of  accufing  confcience,  of 
from  a  poignant  fenfe  of  the  embar- 
raflments  and  anxieties  to  which  a  life 
of  guilt  generally  expofes  the  offender. 
Divines  hav«  remarked,  that  as,  in*  this* 
life,  the  natural  confeqiiences  of  fin  often 
continue  to  purfue  the  offender,  in  the 
ifaape  of  tx^dily  pain  or  calamity,  long- 
after  he  has  become  fincerely  penitent  for 
his  faults,  the  heathens  had  no  chance  of 
difcovcring,.  from  what  they  faw  of  the 
Alnrtighty's  providential  government  of 
the  world>  that  the  eternal  confequences: 
of  fin  would  ever  be  remitted.  As  Chrif- 
tians  have  brighter  hopes  on  this  import^ 

hi  6  ant 


252 

ant  fubjefV,  penitence  is  now  bound  by 
ftronger  bonds  to  endure  the  temporal  af* 
fli<5lions,  which  it  is  confcious  of  deferv- 
ing,  from  the  hope  that  its  prelent  re- 
fignation  may  cancel  its  former  mifdeeds, 
andj  in  the  language  of  the  apoftle»  that 
it  "  may  live  to  bring  forth  fruits  meet 
**  for  repentance.** 

There  are  yet  other  reafons  which  bind 
the  Chriftian  even  to  a  joylefs  and  mifera- 
ble  exiftence.  In  a  probationary  date, 
the  time  of  trial  cannot  be  over  till  our 
Matter  bids  "  us  reft  from  our  labours." 
The  dying  flame^  which  fecms  expiring 
in  the  focket^  may  yet  caft  out  a  light 
fufficient  to  recall  fome  wandering  con- 
nexion from  the  broad  road  of  deftruflion* 
Are  we  not  in  the  hands  of  a  merciful 
God,  who  wiHeth  not  the  eternal  death  of 
a  finner ;  and  may  we  not  hope,  that  if 
we  patiently  abide  his  fummons>  he  will 
not  remove  us  hencej  but  **  with  all  due 
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^*  advantage  for  eternity,  when  we  (hall 
•*  be  in  a  holy  difpoGtion  of  foul,  in  a 
"  perfeft  renunciation  of  the  guife  of  this 
**  mad  and  finful  world*  ?" 

That  the  crime  of  felf-deftruftion  by 
srftual  violence  has  not  yet  made  fuch  pro- 
grefs  amongft  us,  as  it  has  done  amongft 
our  revolutionized  and  illuminized  neigh- 
bours, affords  great  folace  to  the  reflefting 
mind,  anxious  to  difcover  fome  grounds 
for  confiding  in  the  proteftion  of  the  Moft 
High  during  our  prefenc  arduous  confli6l. 
But  the  frequency  of  that  felf-deftruftion 
which  is  accomplifhed  by  diffipation  and 
vice  prefents  a  lefs  confolatory  profpeft. 
However,  as  this  fpecies  of  fuicide  does 
not  affume  fuch  determined  hoftility  to 
Heaven  in  its  alpeft,  we  may  charitably 
hope  that  a  death- bed  is/ometimes  the  fcene 
p(  true  repentance. 

•  See  the  admirable  prayers  in  the  iervi<ce  for 
Eafter  £ve>  in  NeUbn's  Companion  to  the  Fafb  and 
Fsfiirals. 
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PofTibly  I  (hall  here  be  arraigned)  &r 
llmicing  that  unbounded  mercy  and  com<» 
paiTion  of  the  Deity,  which  is  fucb  a  fa^ 
vourite  topic  among  •  our  new  expofitors 
of  the  ChrilUan  religion..  I  acknowledge 
thefc  qualities  to  be  infinite  ^  all  the  at- 
tributes of  the  Godhead  are  fp;  their  only 
limits  are  thofe  other  attributes  which  wr 
alfo  know  to  be  eflential  to  his  nurture. 
Whenever  we  enter  on  the  incomprehen*- 
fible  theme  of  Deity,  whether  our  atten^ 
tion  be  turned  to  his  attributes  or  Ihs  na» 
ture,  we  ought  to  advance  with  trembling 
fteps ;  and,  conlcious  of  the  awful  diffi- 
culties by  which  we  are  furrounded,  we 
fhould  be  alike  careful  of  touching  the  my(^ 
terious  palladium  with  irreverent  hands> 
or  defending  it  by  injudicious  jEsieans* 
Uz^ah*  muft  not  officioudy  attempt  to* 
fupport  the  arkj  a  power. unfeen  refides.' 
.  within^  who  will  as  furely  repel  the  ol3h- 

•  See  2d  of  Sflauid^  6tb  chapterj^  /tfa  .rerfe. 
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trufive  aid  of  ignorance  and  foil/,  as  ie 
\(^ill  punidi  the  wickednefs  of  blafphemoua 
impugners  of  the  truth.  In  one  inftanccy 
the  inconceivable  union  of  ferftSt  juftice 
and  perfeS  compaflion  was  levelled  to  the 
comprehenGon  of  nnan.  In  the  faCrifice 
of  Chrift,  the  Almighty  (hewed  his  hatred 
to  (in  and  his  mercy  to  (inhers.  Lee  not 
the  wicked  man,  therefore,  go  on  in  his 
wickedne(s,  left  he  ibouki  experience  the 
terror  of  infinite  juftice,  who  would  not  be 
reconciled  to  an  offending  world  without 
an  expiatory  offering  of  ineftimable  price ; 
and  let  not  the  contrite  heart  dcfpair  of 
being  forgiven  by  Him,  "  who  fo  loved 
•*  the  worlds  that  he  gave  his  only  fon  for 
"  us.''  Even  in  the  eleventh  hour,  if 
true  repentance  knock,  the  door  of  mercy 
will  be  opened ;  but  the  application  muft 
be  made.  Religion  now,  as  (he  did  of 
yore*,   crieth  without  and  uttereth  her 

•  Proverbs,  ift  chapter,  ^to^y^x{%» 
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Voice  in  the  ftreets,  Infinice  are  her 
bleflings  ;  but  dill  they  are  only  found  of 
thofc  who  feck  them.  '*  If  we  fearch 
^*  for  them  as  hidden  treafures,  then  (hall 
"  we  undcrftand  the  fear  of  the  Lord^ 
"  and  find  the  knowledge  of  God." 

This  knowledge  differs  fo  eflcntially" 
from  the  worldly  wifdom  which  men  of 
intrigue,  ambition,  and  bufinefs  purfue^ 
inftead  of  the  true  riches  ;  and  from  the 
inquifitive  fpeculative  philofophy  which 
Iports  upon  the  furface  of  the  material 
world  J  that  we  cannot  wonder  at  a  period, 
wherein  a  long  continuance  of  temporal 
fecurity  and  profperity  has  engendered  a 
dependance  on  fecond  caufes,  an  undui; 
regard  for  this  life,  and  an  indifference  to 
future  profpefts ;  that  the  ordinances  of 
religion,  which  arc  not  recommended  by 
their  relation  to  political  confiderations, 
ihoul4  fink  into  ncgleft ;  efpecially  if  we 
(mighty  difputants)  camiot  difcern  the 
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ttafim  of  their  inftitutionj  owing  to  their 
tbftra£t  and  fpiritual  nature.  .  To  this 
tnuft  wc  afcribc  the  general  difbfe  of  the 
ikcrament  of  the  body  and  blood  of  Chrift, 
the  dear  r^niembrance  of  his  meritorious 
death,  and  which  is  not  only  the  memo« 
rial  of  a  benefador,  but  the  appointed 
means  of  conveying  his  mercy  to  us,  and 
of  expreflSng  our  gratitude  for  the  benefit. 
Of  this  duty  it  may  be  remarked,  that 
the  difciples  were  prepared  to  obfervc 
it  by  a  prophetical  admonition,  A  year 
preceding  that  memorable  feaft,  which 
determined  that  the  Chriftian  diould  fu-* 
periede  the  Jewifti  Pafchal  fupper,  our 
Lord,  as  we  find  by  the  fixth  chapter  of 
St.  John's  gofpel,  informed  his  auditors 
of  the  nature  and  fign  of  the  future  fa« 
crament  of  the  new  covenant.  The  Jews, 
interpreting  this  Cijnmunication  as  they 
did  their  own  law,  according  to  the  letter 
and  not  the  ^int^  exclaimed  with  iacre*^ 
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dulous  aidonlfliment,  ^'  Thk  is  an  hard 
^^  faying.  Can>  this  man  give  us  his  flefli 
'^  to  eat?''  And  the  facred  narrativi^ 
proceeds  to  inform  us>  ^*  that  from  that 
^^  time  many  of  his  difciples  went  back# 
''  and  walked  no  more  with  him."  So 
exadly  do  the  infpired  .hiftorians  adhtre 
to  the  truth  of  character.  A  myfterious 
ordinance^  painfully  appealing  to  the  pa{^ 
iionsj  repulfive  of  the  pride  of  human 

nature,  abftrafted  from  every  fcheme  of 
policy  or  worldly  advantage,  and  pequiricg 
total  relignation,  and  -  dependence  ^poa 
God,  to  fandify  the  means  whereby  ht 
choofes  to  convey  his  prdmifed  graces  ta 
us,  was  likely  to  prove  a  (lumblrng  block 
to  thofe  who  looked  to ,  temporal  prof^ 
perity  as  the  end* of  religious  woribip* 
Our  Lord  did  not  fhe^  inforrn  thefe  gaiiN 
fayers  by  what  fign,  or  vifiblc  medium^ 
this  living  bread  was  to  be  reprefented* 
He  properly  referved  this  difcovery  ^ 

the 


«59 

ihc  vigil  of  the  facrifice  which  it  was  to 
commemorate.  The  facrcd  rite  was  then 
jblemnizedy  and  the  command  given  for 
it3  perpetual  obfervance.  The  three  evan- 
gelifts  who  firft  publidied  their  goipels 
haying  recorded  this  4£}iott  of  their  Maf- 
ter's,  St.  John,  who  wrote  with  a  defign  of 
fupplying  their  omiflions^  pafles  over  the/ 
biftory  of  the  inflitution^  And  enlarges  on 
the  doSrinal  part.  Nothing  can  be  more 
authoritative  and  obligatory  than  the  fo- 
lemn  declaration  which  our  Saviour  made 
to  the  amazed  Synagogue  at  Capernaum ; 
"  Verily  verily  I  fay  unto  you,  except  ye 
•*  eat  of  the  flefti  of  the  Son  of  Man,  and 
*'  drink  his  blood,  ye  have  no  life  in  you* 
'^'Whofoeateth  my  fleth,  and  drinketh 
*'  my  blood,  hath  eternal  life,  and  I  will 
■•  raife  him  up  at  the  laft  day.  For  my 
•*  flefti  is  meat  indeed,  and  my  blood  is 
"  drink  indeed.  As  the  living  Father 
"  hath  fent  me,  and  I  live  by  the  Father  > 

.  '*  fo 


260 

*'  lb  he  that  eateth  me,  even  he  (haft  live 
**  by  me.'*  If  we  combine  this  explana-* 
tion  of  the  benefits  of  the  facramen^  with 
the  narrative  of  our  Lord*s  breaking  the 
bread  and  blefling  the  wine,  and  deliver- 
ing them  to  his  apoftles,  commanding 
thehi  to  **  do  fo  in  remembrance  of  him,'* 
we  muft  difcern  the  pojitive  obligation 
which  all  Chriftians  lie  under  to  partake 
of  this  memorial  of  their  redemption  *• 
We  know,  from  inlpired  teftimony,.  thaC 
the  primitive  church  was  conftant  and  fre- 
quent in  the  ufe  of  this  outward  vifible 
lign  of  the  inward  fpiritual  grace;  for 
there  are  many  allufions  to  this  holy  rite 
in  the  A£ts  and  the  Epiftles,  befides  direc* 
tions  for  the  orderly  management  of  the 
euchariftical  feaft  contained  in  the  eleventh 
chapter  of  the  firft  of  Corinthians.  How 
grace  and  pardon  ace  conveyed  to   the 

«  See  fiiihop  Cleaver's  Sermons  on  the  Natoreo^ 
the  Sacrament 

ibuU 
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fouls  of  tbofe  communioHlits  who^  '^ith 
fincere  faith  and  devout  minds,  partake 
of  this  holy  ordinancCj  remains  among  the 
fecrcts  of  the  Moft  H igh.  It  was  no  more 
neccflary  that  we  fliould  penetrate  into 
this  myftcry,  than  that  we  fhould  com- 
prehend all  God's  part  of  the  covenant  of 
grace  i  but  though  the  reafons  on  which 
his  purpofes  are  founded  are  hidden  from 
curiofity,  his  determinations,  and  the  pro- 
miies  annexed  to  his  comniands,  are  plain- 
ly difclofed,  to  excite  faith  and  to  ftimu- 
late  obedience.  The  humble  arc  in- 
ftrufted,  the  wife  in  their  own  conceit  arc 
left  uninformed. 

Is  it  true  that  our  Lord  has  declared, 
"  Except  ye  eat  the  flcfli  of  the  Son  of 
*'  Man,  and  drink  his  blood,  ye  have  no 
"  life  in  you  ?'*  Is  it  alfo  an  acknowledged 
faft,  that  immediately  preceding  the  lad 
fcenes  of  his  mortality  he  to- )k  bread  and 
wine,  bleflcd  theni,  pronounced  them  his 

body 
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body  and  blooA»  and  commdnded  his  dif^ 
ciplcs  CO  receive  chofe  confecrated  ele^ 
flients  in  "  remembrance  of  him  ?"  How 
dare  we  then,  knowing  chefe  things  to  be 
true,  omit  the  rite,  S/obey  the  command, 
and  brave  the  threatening  ?  Alas  !  being 
united  with  the  Saviour  of  the  world  in 
fpiritual  communion,  is  of  far  lefs  con- 
fequence  than  being  admitted  into  a  fa- 
fhionable  circle^  or  ranked  in  a  certain 
fet.  In  fpite  of  the  general  levity  with 
which  facred  things  are  treated,  the  cu- 
charift  ftiU  exafts  fomewhat  of  awful 
reverence,  even  from  thofe  who  relifli 
"  droll  transformations"  of  holy  writ,  and, 
under  the  feemingly  modeft  plea  of  un- 
worthinefs,  decline  undertaking  thofe  du- 
ties of  examination,  confeffion,  and  ferious 
exclufion,  which  they  ftill  think  ought  to 
precede  this  more  immediate  approach  to 
the  prefence  of  God.  But  have  we  not 
poQtive  afiurance,  that  the  fins  and  negli- 
gences 
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^nces  which  unfit  us  for  the  Lord's  table 
vill  cffcftualljr  bar  the  everlafting  dobr^ 
of  Heaycn  againft  us  ?  The  wedding  gar- 
ment, which  we  are  required  tb  put  on 
for  the  facrificial  feaft  at  the  altar,  is  the' 
feme  robe  which  we  muft  wear  in  the  New 
Jerufalcm,  at  the  marriage  fnpper  of  the 
Liamb.  And  furely,  every  wilful  omifiion 
o£  the  enjoined  memorial  of ''  the  exceed- 
^*  ing  great  love  of  our  Matter  and  only 
^*  Saviour  Jefus  Chrift,*'  muft  add  to  the 
number  of  thefe  excluding  offences.  For 
:hc  cafe  of  the  negligent  Chriftiariy  whofe 
attachment  to  worldly  pleafure  or  bufi- 
ticfs  operates  more  powerfully  on  his  mind 
than  obedience  to  his  Lord's  commands, 
and  that  of  the  deiftj  living  in  a  Cbrifiian 
country y  are  fimilari  they  will  be  judged 
by  the  laws  which  they  knew^  but  refufed  ^ 
to  obey,  '       -^ 

That  eagernefs  of  inquiry,  and  laxity 
cff  performance,  which  is  another  fign  pf 
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body  and  bloody  and  commanded  his  dif« 
ciplcs  to  receive  thofc  confecrated  ele^ 
incnts  in  "  remembrance  of  him  ?"  How 
dare  we  then,  knowing  thefe  things  to  be 
tsrue,  omit  the  rite,  dijohty  the  command, 
and  brave  the  threatening  ?  Alas  !  being 
i}nited  with  the  Saviour  of  the  world  in. 
fpiritual  communion,  is  of  far  lefs  con- 
fequence  than  being  admitted  into  a  fa- 
fliionable  circle,  or  ranked  in  a  certain 
fet.  In  fpite  of  the  general  levity  with^ 
which  facred  things  are  treated,  the  cu-» 
charift  ftill  exafts  fomewhat  of  aw&l 
reverence,  even  from  thofe  who  reliih 
'*  droll  transformations"  of  holy  writ,  and, 
under  the  feemingly  modeft  plea  of  un- 
worthinefs,  decline  undertaking  thofe  du- 
ties of  examination,  confeffion,  and  ferious 
exclufion,  which  they  ftill  think  ought  to 
precede  this  more  immediate  approach  to 
the  prefence  of  God.  But  have  we  not 
poQtive  afiurance,  that  the  fins  and  negli-' 

gences 


263 

gcnccs  which  unfit  us  for  the  Lord's  table 
will  effcftually  bar  the  everlafting  dobrff 
of  Heaven  againft  us  ?  The  wedding  gar- 
ment, which  we  are  required  tb  put  on 
for  the  facrificial  feaft  at  the  altar,  is  thcr 
feme  robe  which  we  muft  wear  in  the  New 
Jerufalem,  at  the  marriage  fnpper  of  the 
Lamb.  And  furely,  every  wilful  omifiion 
of  the  enjoined  memorial  of*'  the  exceed-' 
"  ing  great  love  of  our  Matter  and  only 
"  Saviour  Jefus  Chrift,'*  muft  add  to  the 
number  of  thefe  excluding  offences.  For 
the  cafe  of  the  negligent  Chrijiian,  whofe 
attachment  to  worldly  pleafure  or  bufi- 
nefs  operates  more  powerfully  on  his  mind 
than  obedience  to  his  Lord's  commands, 
and  that  of  the  deift^  living  in  a  Chriflian 
country y  are  fimilari  they  will  be  judged 
by  the  laws  which  they  knew^  but  refufed  ^ 

to  obey,  '       . 

That  eagernefs  of  inquiry,  and  laxity 

of  performance,  which  is  another  fign  pf 
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thcfe  tktitSy  is  forcibly  deiciibed  in  the 
facrcd  pages  by  the  epithet  of  **  havii^ 
^'  itching  ears,  ever  learning,  and  lieyer 
**  coming  to  the  knowledge  of  the  truth.*' 
Again  let  me  prefs  on  the  attention  of 
every  female  into  whofe  hands  thcfc  pages 
may  fallj  to  conQder  ferioufly  how  much 
this  reftleis  fpirit  of  curiofity,  this  fcepti- 
cal  doubt)  this  diflatisfaftion  Mdth  the  re- 
ligious  knowledge  of  paft  time$»  is  ini« 
mical  to  the  diffident  and  retired  charac- 
ter which  our  fex  (hould  conftantly  pre- 
♦rve.  l?rom  the  partial  rejcftion  of  doubt> 
the  mind  eafily  Aides  to  the  contumacy  of 
difbelief.  A  female  politician  is. the  fa- 
vourite theme  of  fatire ;  a  female  deift,  if 
not  fo  ridiculous,  is  more  alarming  and 
detcftable.  Devout  dependance  on  a  hea- 
venly proteftor,  is  fo  congenial  to  the  ap- 
prehenfions  of  weaknefs,  and  the  priva- 
tions of  fubmifljon,  that  to  renounce  re- 
ligious hope  appears  to  be  a  &r  nnore 

mafculine 
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mafculine  afblon^  than  to  take  the  com- 
mand of  in  army«  In  all  the  peculiar 
fufierings  to  which  our  fex  are  expofed^ 
notwithftanding  all  the  mortifications^  dif- 
appointments,  and  forrows^  which  the  pre*, 
dominant  controul  of  man  necelTarily  oc- 
cafions  us»  our  peculiar  fitnefs  to  embrace 
the  truths,  and  to  obey  the  precepts  of  the 
'gofpel,  gives  us  advantages  that  far  ex- 
ceed the  boafted  privileges  of  our  tcnr.-- 
poral  fuperiors.  Let  us  not  renounce  our 
high  hopes,  through  the  fpecious  allure- 
ments of  the  agents  of  the  Prince  of  Dark- 
nefs,  who,  in  a  new  form,  again  invite  the 
inqufitive  daughters  of  Eve  to  pluck  the 
forbidden  fruit  of  knowledge.  Infidelity 
poiTeiTes  no  real  advantage  over  faith ;  it. 
can  only  ^*  know  in  part ;"  there  are  myf- 
teries  in  nature  which  will  elude  penetra- 
tion as  long  as  this  world  endures  ;  and  if 
we  rejeft  the  myfteries  of  grace  becaufc 
we  cannot  lower  them  to  our  finite  com- 
Tou  If.  N  prehenfioni 
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prehcnfion,  wc  Only  (Vart  new  difficulties, 
and  difcovcr  the  infignificanccof  our  boaft- 
ed  penetration. 

I  have  little  hope,  that  my  humble  lu- 
cubrations will  influence  the  judgment  of 
thofe  whofe  fituation  enables  them  to  pro- 
mote the  beil  human  means  of  preferving 
true  religion  among  us  :  I  mean  the  main- 
tenance of  our  national  church  J  which 
iTiay  be  juftly  entitled  a  hiding-place  from' 
the  tempefts  of  falfe  and  contrarious  doc- 
trines, as  well  as  the  firm  ally  and  moral 
ftnftioner  of  our  civil  rights.  I  know, 
that  coercive  laws,  and  feverc  reftriftions, 
are  generally  found  to  defeat  the  purpofes 
for  which  they  are  framed ;  and  my  wifhes 
extend  no  further^  than  that  our  rulers  and 
legiftators  would,  in  their  private  conduft, 
as  well  as  in  their  fublic  ftation,  evince 
their  fincere  reverence  for  that  Ipiritual 
parent  into  whofe  arms  they  were  received 
At  biaptifm,  and  alfo  uniformly  confult  her 

welfare. 
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iirelferc,  and  recommended  her  dodlrincs; 
Taking  Scripture  for  her  guide,  and  ac- 
knowledging God  as  the  foundation  of  all 
cmlauthdritvi  (he  ircfprcfles  the  ebullitions 
of  violence  and  fadion  ;  yet,  as  fhe  an- 
iicxes  no  infallibility  either  to  her  fpiritual 
or  temporal  rulers,  (he  not  only  prays  for 
tKcim,  but  admonifties  them  of  their  high 
rclponflbility,  and  inculcatcs*^  no  tenets 
that  are  inimical  to  the  temperate  exer- 
cife  of  Chriftian  liberty.  Her  explanations 
of  thole  myfterious  doftrines  which  arc 
lieceffary  to  be  believed,  are  couched  in 
reverent  and  modeft  terms^;  and' in  her 
anathemas  againft  unbelievers,  Ihe  pro- 

. .  *  I  beljkeve  the  begiDning  of  our  firft  article  has 
^ever  been  objeded  to  :  ix  is  wonderfully  foblime  and 
impreilive.  Yet  the  underflanding  that  can  forni 
clear  conceptions  of  a  Being  without  body,  parts,  of 
pailofis'  (a«  God  certainly  muft  be),  muil  poffefs 
fiksh  at)  atut^nefs  and  profundity  of  intelled,  as  will 
prevent  it  from  finding  the  latter  part  of  this  article 
momfrehenfitk. 

*  w  2  ceeds 
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ceeds  no  further  than  fcripture  autho* 
rizes*.  On  doubtful,  obfcure,  and  com* 
plicated  opinions,  (he  delivers  her  judge-? 
menc^  in  fuch  a  manner,  as  xnight  rather 
tend  to  reconcile  than  widen  the  dtflTer* 
ences  between  Chrifti^s.  She  expreflfes 
a  juft  fenfe  of  the  nierits  of  the  Redeemer, 
and  the  hecelTuy  of  divine .  revelatioiH 
without  opening  the  door  of  communioq 
to  Antinomian  iicentioufnefs  and  fceptical 
morality,  or  barring  the  gates  of  Heaven 
pn  thofe  to  whom  the  glad  tidings  of  fal- 
yation  h^ve  never  been  made  known  ^ 
and  Afcpr  having  declared  hqr  confidence 
in  the  promifes  of  God,  fhe  cautions  her 
members  againft  curious  nicety  of  in- 
quiry on  points  which  are  rather  fpecula* 
tive  and  dangerous,  than  practicable  an4 
profitable  |. 

.    *  See  Dr.  Hey  on  the  Athanafian  creed;  which  is 
confidered  as  the  moft  objedtiooable  part  of  our 
liturgy. 
f  See  articles  nth  and  17th. 
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The  ceremomes  inftituted  by  the  church 
of  England  are  few  and  inripreflive  ;  con- 
nefted  on  the  one  hand  with  the  apoftoli- 
Cal  command,  "  that  all  things  (hould  be 
"  done  decently  and  in  order/*  and  orf 
the  other,  with  the  imperfeftions  and 
wants  of  thofe  fallible  creatures  of  which 
every  affcmbly  of  militant  Chriftians  muft 
be  compofed.  Our  liturgical  fervices  af- 
ford the  moft  fublimc  uninfpired  example^ 
of  devotion  in  all  its  various  branches,  of 
humiliation,  adoration,  thankfgiving,  in- 
terceifion,  and  petition,  that  any  national 
ritual  can  prefent.  The  litany,  both  in 
its  deprecatory  and.  fupplicatory  claufes> 
breathes  in  an  extraordinary  degree  the 
4>irit  of  glory  to  God  and  good  will  to 
xxizn  *•   As  our  entrance  into  life  is  marked 

with 

*  To  thofe  who  objeft  to  the  frequent  repetitions 
which  occur  in  our  litarg/^  we  can  pleadf,  not  merely 
primitive  and  apollolical,  but  aifo  clivine  example* 
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■with  a  religions  ceremony  of  divim  Jip- 
pointment,  our  church  has  judicioufly 
prepared  a  moft  pathetic  fervice  to  diftin- 
guifli  our  return  to  our  parent  earth  with 
decent  folemnity.  It  feems  irnpoffiblc 
|br  man  to  compofe  a  form  of  words,  in 
which  plaintive  condolence  is  more  hap- 
pily blended  with  religious  confolation,  or 
which  more  ftridtly  correfponds  with  the 
idea  of  not  forrowing  as  mec  without  hope. 
The  concluding  prayers,  in  \^ich  the  nii- 
nifter  Wefles  God  for  taking  "  the  de- 
**  ceafed  out  of  the  nniferies  of  this  finful 
*•  world,*'  and  entreats  him  to  raifc  the 

Our  i)leffed  Lord,  on  the  fame  night  that  he  ^<^5 
betrayed,  thrice  rdtired  to  prefent  his  iforrowfttl  {mw 
titionii  C6  his  Heavenly  Father^  uilng  the  fame  wordl 
(Matt.  25th  chapter,  44th  verfe.)  And  furely  our 
frail  nature,  and  vain  wandering  imaginations,  mud 
perceive  the  advantage  of  having  more  than  one 
opportunity  of  addreffing  our  great  Creator,  e(jpe- 
cially  in  thofe  comprehenfive  words  which  have  been 
confecrated  by  the  injunctions  of  the  'Son  6f  God. 

witncJOfei 
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Ifvitneffes  of  this  fad  fccnc  from  •'  the 
•'  death  of  fin  to  the  life  of  righteoufnefs, 
that  when  they  ^part  this  life  they 
may  all  reft  in  bim>  as  they  hope  the 
fpirit  of  him  whofe  mortal  remains  they 
^*  have  depoficed  in  the  earth  doth,"  ex- 
prcfs  a  triumph  of  pious  confidence  over 
hym^n  anguiih,  which  I  ti^uft  feldom  fails 
to  convey  a  more  than  momentary  conib- 
Ution  to  the  agonized  bofbm  of  bereaved 
zSc&km  i  while  the  dcjefted  eye  is  raifed 
from  'the  grave  at  the  exhilarating  found, 
and  purfues  the  holy  confolation  .to  the 
Heaven  from  which  it  defcendcd.  Thua 
is  riiat  common  event,  which  happens  to 
us  all,  improved>  by  our  Church,  into  aa 
opportunity  of  diftributing  the  moft  ad- 
nairable  iaftrudion  tp  her  members,  who* 
cither  as  fpe&ators  or  mourners,  are  fre- 
quently called  to  behold  the  laft  fcene  of 
the  ruined  cxuvi«  o( Jmmortal rmn.  It  is 
to  be  lamented,  that  this  pious  defign  is 
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often  counterBftcd  by  the  cumbrous  pomp 
and  unfeafonable  parade  which  oftentatious 
wealth  annexes  to  this'  ceremony^  and  thus 
converts  the  moft  impreffivc  leflbn  into 
**  a  gaze  for  fools/*  When  the  miniftcr 
of  God  receives  the  plain  and  fimple,  but 
decent  procefllan^  at  the  bounds  of  the 
confccrated  precinfts,  how  does  the  un- 
affefbcd  tendernefs  of  real  afFe£tion,  filling 
tip  the  paufes  of  the  folemn  fervice  with 
the  half-fnK>thcred  burfts  of  heartfelt  for- 
row,  exceed  the  trappings  of  pompous 
magnificence,  with  its  numerous  retinue 
of  venal  mourners,  who  feel  no  other  in- 
tereft  in  the  corpfe  that  they  attend,  thaa 
that  the  (how  fhould  be  very  great,  and 
the  cxpence  very  enormous !  Allow  mc 
here  to  introduce  the  modcft  funcrafl, 
which  even  rcfpcftable  affluence  would 
do  wifely  to  prefer,  as  defcribed  by  fra- 
ternal love  didating  to  the  pen  of  ge-^ 
nius ; 

*•  I  fee 
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••  I  fee  the  hezrfe, 
"*  With  fable  plumes  and  fuUen  footed  fleedsj 
**  The  village  church  approach.     I  fee  the  corfe», 
*«'  From  its  dark  cell  releas'd  by  many  a  hand, 
•<  Uplifted  heavily.     I  hear  the  bell 
«'  T'oU  to  the  dull  and  melandidy  found 
'*  Of  mut&proceflion;  the  white  prieft  before, 
^*  The  mourners  following;  and  in  themidft 
««  Thee  my  delight,  my  treafure,  and  my  hope, 
*'  Borne  through  the  portals  of  thy  native  church  ; 
'*  Thence  never  to  return.     I  hear  a  voice 
'*  Coniign  thee  to  obliyioii ;  daft  tQ  (iu^» 
«  Alhcs  to  aflies." 

Teaks  of  Affection,  by  ITukdis. 

AHmilar  regard  to  oar  relative  fitua^ 
tions  in  life  has  determined  our  church,  in 
her  felcdioa  of  offices  appropriate  to  nio«- 
mentous  changes  in  our  connexions,  to 
-the  ignorance  of  childhood,  the  precipi- 
tancy of  adolefcencc^  and  the  apprehen- 
fions  (^  ficknefs.  Marriage  is  not^  with 
us^  merely. a  civil  contra£t,  as  was  the 
cafe-  with  the  republican  Caivinids  ^ring 
the  CromwcUian  ufurpation>  nor  is  k, 
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elevated  into  a  Sacrament,  as  the  chirrch 
of  Rome  ftill  conlidcrs  it.     It  is  lanckloncd 
by  a  religious  ceremony,  at  once  inftruc- 
five  and  fuppKcatorjy,  to  ftpengihen  the 
obligations  that  a!flSB<Stion  contrafts^  and 
the  vows,  -which  tJeath  or  encrmeus  guilt 
alone  can  dijffilvey  are  pledged  in  the  prefencc 
$f  God.     A  brief  compendium  of  the  con- 
ditions of  the  Chriftian covenant ii^ixhre- 
fpe£t  to  faith  and  morale,  together  with 
an  explanation  of  the  advantages  "and  duty 
of  prayer,  and  the  nature  and  defign  of 
the  initiatory  and  coanmcmoratirc  ifacra- 
ments,    is  <comTnanded  to  -be  tao^it  ^ti> 
4he  yoong  members  x£  oar  churcbj-^B 
ibon  as  they  ^are  able  to  ^*  learn  twhatoi 
''  folemn  tow,^  promife,  and  .profeflkib, 
**  they  made  at  their  baptifm.  to  Gsd.'^ 
It  would  he  weU  for  our  cinnl,.  and  :aUb 
'for  oureodefiafikalSicii,  if  all  wfao.hanre 
the  care  of  duldren  moxM^mo^  fin^i^ 
ioufiy  attend  to>tiidspdfiti7edQty»rby  giving 
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ihcir  charge  Act  merely  a  tterhaly  tut  .a 
$ra£lic/d  and  intelligent  acquaintance  with 
that  excellent  compofition  the  church  catc- 
chiTm.  The  anfwer  to  the  qucftion  re- 
jQpefting  our  duties  to.  our  -neighbour^, 
would,  if  deeply  engraven  on  the  hear:t 
of  the  learner,  be  found  a  fure  preferva- 
tive  from  the  errors  of  the  times*  Evejv 
in  miriery  compoOtions,  children  are  now 
.taught  to  decide  on  the  functions  and  obll- 
.gations  of  fituations  which  it  b  not  only 
improbable,  :but  impoffible,  they  (hould 
<ever  BU«  The  evil  fptrit  of  infubordina- 
idon,  thus  early  acquirec^  accompanies  the 
.pupUs  in  their  progreis  through  life.  The 
fubjed  firit  (tudics  the  duties  of  a  king ; 
the  fcbolar  learns  what  his  teacher  ought 
t&be;  the  flock  are  taught  to  fcrutinize 
J^e  defeats  of  their  paftor  ^  the  fervant 
^proclaims  his  mafter's  improprieties ;  the 
inferior  fees  every  aggravation,  of  his  fu- 
^erior*$  faults  i  and  j^ et,  at  the  lafl:  day^ 
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wc  (hall  only  be  qucftioncd,  whether  wc 
ourfelves  have  done  "  our  duty  in  that 
"  ftatc  of  life  to  which  it  pleafed  God  to 
"  call  us."  Our  crimes  as  fubjedSi 
fcholarS)  fervants,  or  inferiors^  will  be 
proclaimed  before  men  and  angels.  Our 
cruel  oppreffors,  or  negligent  inftruflorSj 
will  aniwer  for  their  own  offences. 

When  the  feeds  of  moralityi  and  the 
words  of  found  doftrine,  arc  thus  incor- 
porated with  the  firft  impreflions  of  me- 
mory and  dawnings  of  refleftion^  we  muft 
watch  them  while  they  ripen  into  perfeft 
holinefs.  Suppofing  we  could  not  plead 
apoftolical  *  or  primitive  practice  in  fa- 
vour of  the  rite  of  confirmation^  what 
better  or  more  probable  means  could  we 
ufe,  to  implore  the  ftrengthening  and  di- 
recting grace  of  God^  than  to  lead  the 
catechumens  to  the  altar>   and  there  to 

*  See  Hebrews*  6th  ehapter*  zd  verfe.^— *'  Laying 
**  on  of  hands'*  is  frequently  mentioned  in  other 

parts  of  Scripture. 
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require  of  them  a  folemn  avowal  ot  their 
religious  obligacion  ;  concluding  the  fer- 
vice  with  epifcopal  benediftion,  and  be- 
fievolent  intcrccffion,  that  the  "  ever- 
«*  tafting  God  would  for  ever  extend  his 
**  fetherly  hand  over  thefe  (felf-de voted) 
**  iervants ;  that  his  holy  fpirit  would  (b 
*^  lead  them  in  the  knowledge  and  obedi- 
^*  ence  of  his  word^  that  in  the  end  they 
**  might  attain  eternal  lifei"  ^^  Such  a 
fervrce  our  Church  has  provided;  and 
both  for  its  venerable  antiquity^  arid  ex* 
cellent  intentiouj  it  deferves  far  better  th^ 
die  ridicule  and  contempt  which  it  too 
generally  experiences  from  inveterafte 
enemies  or  thoughtlefs  neutrals.  :  The 
Romanifts  erroneoufly  rank  confirmation 
Among  their  facraments  I  we  do  not  pre- 
fume  to  fay  that  '*  ic  was  given  and  or- 
''  dained  by  Chrift  himfclf/*  . 
>  The  peculiar  trials  of  our  fex  have  not 
efcaped  the  benevdent  attention  of  die 
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<ompife»  4>r  our  licurgical  iervicet.  Bo- 
£dt  the  peutioa  via  tbe  litai^  fi>r  thoib 
jBndergDing  tbc  pains  ^  paixuridon,  w 
Jtfiflc  is  pFCtparedf  CO.  K-^KPekome  the  joy  fill 
«iodifrieo  the  cengregation.  In  "which  die 
Ixvittcftt  oblation  and  ftn^offering  •f  u 
hsscbf  and  a  young  ptjgeon^  is  rexchaoged 
for  idle  chriftian  £tt:rtfice  -of  ^m&  .and 
anterceffion*  In  this  iiervicr»  the  pious 
intenuons  of  former  tknes  are  piteierred^ 
uBid  the  ifupcrffitious  iddlatious  |>onaip 
which  the  Chuirh  of  fimne  interpolaloi 
k:  wifely  rgeftod. 

With  equal  wifiiooi  of  idi&nciiinatio% 
'^the^waotB  and  forrows^of  £ckne6  are  fiip- 
ifflkd  mdi  aifpirituai  comforfer*  Inter- 
teftODf  eahord^iouj  and  exancunadoo^. 
•precede  eonfefiion  -of  fins^  and  in^cafe-Qf 
*dieJiiunble  and  hearty  tdnfise  oCihe  £ck: 
peribn^  the  offietaliing  ipmaft  iapermined 
;to  u&a Qoore authorttaiive  form  of  sbfo* 
iutiooi  (than  our  chwqh^Delcuiies  in -htt 
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irefier  ifervrt^^s.  StiUj  kowever5  ii^ti  ibrift 
ift^bM^der^  a^  ilierefy  dedlaratwf  and 
tbnditioniEll,  sfcribiagTio  tfRczaom^^&^fcr 
to- ttie  rninSftring  inftrumctiti  f«re  what 
ow  ijord  fcdqueatbeci  to  ihis  tib vdi  <m  3t. 
J^dfaf^  i(^>d»  26th  uchipter,  a^d  vede« 
Irhss:  abfiilutioQji  ^tfoepefiire,  -depends  m 
stKtch  ^upmthe  j'ingfjfriaiid  tontnition  m£  ^the 
ficiBiieMi  nas^thoHethatatpe  couched  in' the 
|i»hut/^ayj)fbrm,  ^ith  ojkir  odiurch  ^pro* 
bshl^  s&anged  .upon  *>this  occaGon^ «  tt> 
conyfcetche ifeeUe^omidN^  hour  6F 

txtpomc  .diftreisu  ^hefrayers  that fbHo# 
this  <  aUblutian,  rank*  among  die  oioft 
{lat&etic  cBud  amprefflvie  cotnpofiuouft  pf 
hxnnan  fyoqKiehy,  yearoisig  isneer  tbe>  fe^-, 
veirft  triidstof  niartaljaKOk  liU.fltfuch.^ 
period  rthe  tndft  £jfeaaxi  r^:«f  reUgbn 
ihoivkl  use^r  be.  foaqitted»  ;a.  ^tort  ichhh^ 
ffluakmibryioe,  tfiiitBd  torthe'^mcafioabihn 
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engrafted  on  the  pi^adice  of  the  primidvi 
Chriftians,  has  been  properly  difibardedv 
We  learn  from  St.  James^ .  that  while 
miraculous  powers  were  vefted  iii:the^iP 
cfples  of  Jefus,  the  elders  of  the  church 
were  accuftomed»  at  the  requeft  df  dif^ 
eafed  peribns,  not  wAfto  pray  oiwr  theni> 
arid  affift  their  fpiritual  rieceffides^  but 
alfo  to  *^  anoint  them  with  oil  in  U^iiame 
^^  of  .the  Lord  i  and  the  prayer  of  &itl| 
f^  would  fave  the  fick,  and  tbe  Loid 
*^  would  raife  him  opr  arid  if  he  bad  com-^ 
n  riiitted  fins  they  fliould  be  forgiven.*f 
The  continuance  of  this .  <  un£Uon^  after 
the  fopernatural  endowments  from  which 
it  originated  had  beea  refnnoed,  is  one 
proofy  among  many>  of  the  reftlefs  avi- 
dity with  which  the  Romifii  hierarchy  ex^ 
crcifed  domination  over  the  confcieneea 
of  ipen ;  fince  they  couM  not  pretend  10 
work^  bodily  cuieSt  they  extended  the 
fuppo&d  efficacy  of  tbdr  miniftry^  to  a 

world 
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world  from  which  no  teU-tak  traveller 
could  return  to  complain  of  impofttion  \ 
and  they  have  had  the  audacity  to  give  a 
Iburce  of  emolument  and  aggrandifetnent 
the  name  of  a  facrament ;  that  is  to  fay^  of 
•*  the  outward  vifible  fign  of  an  inward 
**  fpiritual  grace  ordained  by  Chrift  him- 
**  felf  5**  none  of  which  eflential  diftinc* 
tions  are  to  be  found  in  the  Romaniih 
j^ointing  a  dying  perfon  with  oil^  as  an 
aflurancc  of  forgi venefs  of  (ins* 

The  offices  for  the  ordination  of  priefts 
and  de3Cons»  and  for  the  confecration  df 
Bilhops  and  Archbifiiops^  form  a  moft 
fublime  and  inftruAive  part  of  our  ritbal. 
It  ieems  perfeftly  confident  with  every 
preconceived  idea  of  decency  and  order^ 
that  thennimfters  who  are  deftined  to  wait 
upon  the  altar  ihould  be  prepared  by  edu«- 
cation^  diftinguiflied  by  habits^  feparated 
from  th^  common  mafs  of  fociety  by  i 
particular  provifion,  which  excludes  the 
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neceflity  of  their  application  eo  any'ordi^ 
nary  calling ;  axid  alfo  that  they  (hoiildb^ 
dedicated  to  God  by  expreis  and  folemn 
appropriation.  T  he  Old  Tefbunent  faoc* 
dons  all  thefe  fuggeftioas^  by  the  rules 
therein  laid  down  for  the  inftruftioB} 
attire>  endowment,  and  confecration  of 
the  Leviu^al  Prieilhood.  The  folenwity 
which  fubftituted  the  £iithful  apoftle  Mat** 
tbias  in  lieu  of  the  traitor  Judas^  is  re** 
corded  in  the  firft  chapter  of  the  A&.% 
Prom  many  other  paflages  of  that  moft 
inflruftive  treatife  we  may  gather^  that  ai» 
cxpreis  defignatioa>  or  letting  ^art»  pte- 
ceded  theaflumptionof  mtnifterialpowers*^ 
and  from  various  |xarts  of  the  cpiftleSi  we 
diicover,  that  |he  cuftom  of  imparuog 
die  office  of  Deacon,  Priefti.  or  Bifhpp^ 
by  the  impofition  of  hands^  was  ^oi^inue4 
8s  long  as  we  pofiefs  any  inipired  record 
of  the  practice  of  the  primitive  church* 
It  is  true,  in  thofc  day;;  the  cxtrjuurdinarjf 
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I^ifts  of  V  the  %irk\Qf  God  precluded  the 
OQCcflity  of.huniaQ  learning;  and  the  \i* 
bcralkf  >  and  real  of  the  early  converts 
fupplied  the  mstnt  of  a  pecuniary  provifioa 
for  diofeiwbo  ^watched  orer  them  in  the 
jMrAj;  ibra  fixed  *  naainceDancc  could  not 
fc|f  Coiwi^iely  md  regufe^rly  provided  for 
the  Clergy,  till  the  predided  .time  fo  rap^ 
turoufly  anticipated  by  prophecy,  when 
¥  Kictt^  and  Queens  were  to  i>econie  the 
!f  iturfiog  /fiitiiers  gnd  niotheg  of  the 
«:  Church  of  God/'  The  comfort  and 
hsaprocal.  benefit  of  2Xk  indepindent  «miai« 
firy,  "itfaci  may  %eak  the  wprd  of  God 
wuh  all  boldnefs,  ha^  been  difi:ufied^ 
IChe  JutiUty  and  .importance  of  humah 
learning  for  expounding  the  tpuths,  and 
clMlriDgthe  difficulties  of  Scripture^  ia  toa 
i^vioQS  to  be  difputied  by  any  but  fana* 
^%^  diftempered  by  the  inflated  de* 
pdta-  of  ^iritoal  pride  s  ^ikA  furely  the 
decent  feguikrity  of  a  prefcrtbed  "fomn 

impit&the  nffied  of  ium  wh# 
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necefllqf  of  thr-  grated  from  the  common 
nary  calliop  ^^^  muft  be  apparent  to  all 
dedicatid  '  /^  able  ta  confider  previoufly 
*pprop' ,;^/omiife  to  perform,  and  to  join 
■*^^°''  t^^e  purpofe  of  fupplication  in  the 

dS^  ^^*^  ^^^  ^^  '^  offered ;  which 
f\^  be  the  cafe,  unlefs  fcre-kmwkdgi 
^fcedes  utterance.  Here  again  we  are 
^cd  upon  to  remark  the  moderation  of 
our  mother  church,  while  fteering  hef 
courfe  between  two  oppofite  errors :  alike 
avoiding  the  (lovenly  negligence  which 
difcerns  no  difference  between  facred  and 
|>rofane  funfbions,  and  the  idolatrous 
priellcraft  of  Popery,  who,  as  (be  exalts 
her  mincers  into,  infallible  teachers  of 
truth  and  workers  of  miracles,  confilb^ 
ently  with  her  own  doArines,  nuniibers 
the  ceremony  of  their  confecration  among 
her  facraments.  General  readers  may  de-^ 
rive  much  ufeful  information,  refpefting 
the  degrees  and  authority  of  the  Chriftian 
Priefthood,  from  Nelfon  on  the  Ember 

Fatts. 


Every  tnembef  of  the  Church 

.id  do  well  to  fortify  his  mind  againft 

uie   errors  of  the  times,  by  acquiring  a 

Competent-  knowledge  of  his  relative  du- 

Q^-as  -a  member  of  that  fociety  of  which 

Chrift  is  the  head-r    The  tenets  now  too 

gCi)c<^ly  &<>uted,  under  the  opprobrious 

cerm-  of  high-church  do£i:rines»  would  be 

feutid  ikfe  prefer vatives  from  that  pre*- 

didked   '^  gainfaying  of  Korah/'    which 

has  'fo  long:  diffhirbti' the  peace  of  the 

Chriftian  world.         ( 

■  Wc  hare  now  brrefly  reviewed  the  offices 

of 'our  Church,  except  five  fervices  for 

particular  days.    To  the  Jfirft  day  of  Lent 

a  fokmn  form  of  humiliation  is  appoint- 

cdy  preceded  by  denunciations  of  God's 

vengeance    againft    impenitent    (innersi 

fepeatod:  verbatim   froih  fcripture,  aqd 

introduced  by  an  explanation  of  the  defign 

of  the  ceremony ;  namely,  '<  that  the  con- 

^^gregation,   being  admonifhed   of  the 

f  great  indignadon  of  God  againft  fin* 

**  ners. 
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is  thus  awfully  feparater'  jved  to  ear- 

mafs  of  mankind,  w!         j."    This  fcr- 
who  wi(h  to  be  atf '  .  nBtned  curfing 

what  they  promv ''  >g  the^  imprf catory 

with  intenfir  p*  .  chapter  of  Deutero- 

petitions  tb*         iice  this  part  of  the  fer« 
cannot  bf      i,  as  juftly  defervies  fuch  a 
precedr    which^  on  the  fame  forced  anl 
caller*  ^s  pretenccy  Jiiigiit  induce  u^-  to 
our j^ver  all  itooai  prohibiuons  of  the 
^  Ct  Teftamcnt^ .  left^  fome  individual  of- 
^der  fhould  rujh  to  our  minds,  when  wc 
jfad  over  thc;fblaclc  catalogue.^  of  crimes 
vhich  St.  Paul  alTures  us  will  prevent  our 
inheriting  the  kingdom  of  God. 

Three  great  national  events  are  made 
the  diftinfl  fubje£ls  of  Iblettnia  commemo* 
ration.      The   deliverance  of  the  thre^ 
fftateS)  aiTetnbled  in  ParUaifnentj.from  i^ 
ferocious  confpiracy,  intended  to  reftorc 
the  horrors  of  papal  tyranny  and  fuper*^ 
(lition,-  fornoed  a  fubjeft  of  devout  exul- 
tation to  our  aticeftors^  who  remembered 

the 


the  blazing  piles  of  Smichfidd,  and  ab- 
horred the  idolatrous  worlhip  of  the  mafi 
tnd  crucifix.  In  thbfe  times,  they  had  not 
learned  that  "  God  made  men  to  differ'* 
in  their  way  of  worlhip,  or  that  divcrfitjr 
of  religions  was  of  no  confcqOence.  A 
iubfequent  deliverance  froni  the  fame  cnc* 
my,  and'the  eftablifliment  of  regal  power 
upon  a  more  defined  and  circtMfcribed^  yet 
Jecurer  bafis,  excited  the  devout  gratitude 
of  the  fucceeding  age ;  who,  in  the  land- 
ing  of  the  '*  hero  WilKam,*'  on  the  fame 
day  as  "  quenched  the  fiery  mine,  and 
•f  ftiird  the  tcmpeft  under-grourid,'"  dif- 
covcred  the  fame  providence'  which  had 
prelerved  our  Sion  from  all  her  enemies, 
and  fiiiftrated  their  devices.  •* 

The  murder  of  a  religious  and  well- 
princrpled  (if  ill  advifed)  Prince  upon 
the*  fcafFold  *,  by  a  party  who  had  over* 
J  turned 

*  An  excdQent  Sennon  by  Bilhop  Henfon  has  lately 
hStti  r^pbblifted  by  fevrngton,  and  is  well  worthy 

the 
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fumed  the  civil  and  rdigious  conftitudoo 
of  ^he  kiagdooiy  ibwa  the  feeds  of  diiinxd 
in  the  couru  of  the  Lord's  houle^  aod 
broken  the  bands  of  that  juftice  which 
ihey  pretended  to  revere^  was  confidered 
4s  a  Jeep  naiicnal  Sfgrace'hj  all  ranks  of 
people,  as  ibon  as  the  phrenzj  raifed  by 
the  cry  of  King  }efus,  and  the  vifionary 
dreams  of  a  Utopian  repubUc,  had  fub* 
fided  into  the  chiUing  convidions  of 
fliame  aod  folly.  Let  us  hope,  that  the 
erafure  of  thefe  reminilcentiae  fiom  bur 
calendar  is  yet  diftant.  The  mementos 
of  the  malevolence  of  our  two  apdenc 
enemies  ihould  not  be  fwept  fixKX^  the 
public  mittdy  while  indifference  to  an  efta* 
blilhment  which  neither  fandifies  mprderj 
nor  authorises  rebellion,  is  taught  as  a  liberal 
rudiment  of  enlarged  education.  •  The 

creft- 

the  attention  of  all  who  wl(h  to  fbnn  a  right  jodg- 
ment  of  the  calamicoas  events  which  prcoedod  aod 
Ibllcwcd  the  atrocioos  avder  of  King  Cbarlet  tbt 
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creft-fallen  hierarchy  of  Rome  need  not 
be  infulced  in  this  day  of  dieir  humiU« 
acion;  buc  as  we  have  feen^  that  what 
again  appeared  ^^  lil^e  the  deadly  wound 
^'  of  the  bead"  has  been  healed^  and  its 
temporal   annihilation  Jufpendei^    by   it^ 
union  with  apoflacy  and  infidelity^   we 
j^ould  be  aflfured^  that  the  fpirttual  pre<« 
tenlions  of  the  papacy  are  lowered^  and 
that  it  has  renounced  its  fyftem  of  perfi^l! 
dious  hoftility^  before  we  again  leave  them 
at  liberty  to  fharpen  their  blunted  weapons 
of  offence.     And  we  fhould  alfb  know, 
from  inconteftable  evidence,  that  the  at* 
tachment  of  Calvinifm  to  the  limited  mo- 
narchy of  this  realm,  proceeds  frdhi  more 
^han  regard  to  expediency,  or  rcfentment 
<sX  having  been  deceived  by  thofe  airy  vows 
liberty,  which  a  fortunate  marauder 
»ng  fince  gave  to  the  winds,   before  we 
oan  permit  her  to  ftand  (as  flic  demands 
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Ko  do)  by  the  fide  of  Epifcopacy,  as  a  twin 
-iiipporter  of  the  Englifh  throne*. 

Another  fervice  was  appointed^  to 
<welconie  there-cftabUflinncnt  of  regd  and 
^cclefiaftical  authority  upon  its  antient 
bafia.  The  manners  of  the  prince  under 
twhoie  reign  this  was  accompliflied,  have 
^Vjenoccafion  to  many,  befide  thet:ham- 
.pions  of  lepublkranifoii  ito  doubt  whether 
-the  Reftoration  of  the  Second  -Qiarles  was 
indeed  al>leffing.  The  e^rils  which  his 
adminiftcation  and  debaucheries  intro- 
duced have  paflfed  away  ;  the  good  which 
his  reftoration  -confirnaed  ftill  -remains. 
The  illation  welcomed  the  frepoffisffi^g -fon 
of  their  tiuirdered  Prince  with  frantic  rap- 
ture i  and,  as  was  natural,  puflied  from  the 
extremes  of  four  grimace  and  infolent 
pertinadty,  to  licentious  gaiety  and  fawn- 
ing obfequioufnefs.   Rebellion  was  chang- 

•  The  author  alludts  to  the  attempts  to  abolib 
Jte'Teft  and  Corporation  Ads  in  England* 
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^  to  fcrvility ;  profancnefs  occupied  th* 
place  of  hypocrify  i  arbitrary  meafures  on 
the  part  of  the  <x)urt5  rendered  the  necef* 
fity  of  a  better  check  in  the  conititution 
apparent  s  and  ^  this  happy  .  alteration^ 
known  by  the  name  of  the  Revolution^ 
was  af^inted  to  be  comnnemorated  by 
tbofe  additional  prayers  and  praifes'^to 
^  Him  who  reigneth,  be  the  earth  ever 
V  fo  unquiet,"  on  which  we  have  before 
remarked,  in  treating  of  thcf  (6rvice  for 
the  fifth  of  November.  Let  our  enemies, 
explain,  on  what  grounds  they  can  pretend 
K)  charge  a  church  with  fanftioning  arbi- 
trary power,  that  has  thus  folemnly  afferted 
the  expedience  of  fober  and  judicious  re- 
jfiftance  to  tyrannical  and  unconftltutiond 
Hfieafures.  She  who  bleffes  God  for  t  dc-» 
liverance  from  arbitrary  power  cannot  be  a 
preacher  of  the  dodlrine  of  paffive  obedi- 
ence; though,  with  true  Chriftian  piety  and 
ibuQd  political  wifdom»  Ibe  refers  every 
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extraordinary  events  whether  humiliadng 
or  joyfulj  jDOt  to  the  agency  of  man^  but 
io  the  over-ruling  willof  God^  and  founds 
obedience  to  Kings  on  fubmifiion  to  die 
JMofl:  High. 

.The  fifth  office  is  intended  for  the  day 
on  which  the  reigning  Sovereign  afcends 
the  throne  of  his  anceftors.  We^  who 
liave  been  (b  long  blefled  with  the  paternal 
fway  of  a  mild  and  virtuous  monarchy 
tnuft  join  in  this  fervice  with  fentiments  of 
peculiar  gratitude ;  for  we  aiufl  ardently 
implore  the  prolongation  of  his  valuable 
liicj  and  that  he  may  be  protected  from 
jtvery  foreign  and  domeftic  enemy/  But 
this  form  of  prayer  is  not  of  fuch  a  limit- 
ed and  local  nature,  as  to  depend  upoA 
the  perfonal  virtues  of  thefovereign^fiy 
its  propriety.  A  regular  government  is 
a  bleffing  I  it  is  a  blcfling  to  be  under  the 
proLcdion  of  wife  and  beneficent  laws  ;  it 
Jk  a  blefling  to  enjoy  perfonal  fccurity,  to 
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poffefs  political  rights,  and  to  Have  fulF 
power  over  our  lawful  property,  or  honeffc 
earnings  j  "  to  fit  under  our  own  vinei 
•*  and  to  pluck  the  fruit  of  our  own  fig- 
•*  tree.'*'  By  commemorating  the  accel^ 
fibn  of  a'  limited  monarch,  we  hail  the" 
eonfirmation  which  thofe  blefTings  derive 
from  the  renewal  of  that  regular  admini- 
ftration;  In  praying  for  the  duration  of 
the  prcfent  royal  race,  we  pray  againft 
anarchy  and  confufion,  and  all  the  evils 
rfiat  attend  re volutionary*  interruptions  of 
die  fuccefl5on,  Jtrid»  the  infirnrand  <:apri- 
cious  government  of  a  new  dynafty  with-a 
doubtful  title  to  fovercignty.  The  Church 
of  England  is  too  fenfible  of  her  heavenly 
truft,  to  adopt  the  mean  adulMon  which 
afpiring  fefts  pour  into  the  greedy  ear  of 
ufurped  or  dubious  greatnefs,  to  gdn  the 
long-defired,  long-envied  fupremacy.  An 
cftablifhed  religion  has  nothing  more  to 
alk  from  the  (late,  and  readily  acquiefces 
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m  the  modcft  dignified  obedience  of  a 
contented  fubjeft.  The  fawning  whine 
of  the  fycophant,  or  the  bafe  arts  of  the 
flave,  would  degrade  the  purity  of  re^ 
ipeftful  loyalty.  She  renders  to  her 
Casfars  the  tribute  and  the  honour  which 
are  their  due.  She  calls  them  gracio^ 
and  excellent ;  and  (he  has  icripture  oa 
her  fide,  when  Ihe  addrcflcs  perfons  of 
high  eminence  in  terms  of  refpedt  aod 
honour*;  but  fhe  confiders  even  her  pre- 
fent  beloved  and  venerable  King  as  molt 
honoured  by  the  titlb  of  *'  the  fervant  of 
**  God."  She  requefts  *'  that  he  may  be* 
^u  endued  with  wifdom  and  ftrength,  that 
•'  juftice,  truth,  holincfs,  and  peace,  an4 
**  aU  other  Chriftianvirtucs>  may  flouriflii 
*'  in  his  days."  She  implores  Heaven. 
**  that  he  may  rightly  difcharge  his  high 

♦  Sec  AOs,    26th  chapter,   2Sth  verfe;  Luke„ 
I  ft  ^pter,  3d  verfe, 

"  duty" 


295> 

^  djuty,  and  that  the  work  of  God  may' 
•*  profper  in  his  hand  s*'  and  (he  earncftly. 
dipplicates  for  that  unity  of  "  mind  and 
•*  doftrine"  which  the  Prince  of  Peace 
fo  ftrongljr  enjoined.  She  requefts,  **  thai 
•*  all  her  members  may  obey  their  King. 
**  cheerfully  and  willingly,  for  confcieacc 
•*  fake/'  and  thus,  dividing  her  aiten-r 
taon  between  the  fafety,  honour,  and  ^el- 
fare  of  the  prince,,  and  the  happlnefs  of 
the  fubjeft,  (he  implores  for  the  one 
immortal  life  after  a  long  and  prot' 
perous  reign,"  and  for  the  other  eveqf' 
blefling  that  religious  peace  and  virtue 
can  beftow.  Though  worldly  profpcrity 
may  rcfult  from  the  fuccefsful  machina- 
tions of  cracked  policy,  immortal  life  can* 
only  be  given  to  fincere  worfhippers  and 
faithful  fcrvants  of  God.  It  will  be 
difficult  in  thcfe,  or  any  other  addreffes 
of  our  Church,  to  trace  that  fcrvile  Ipirit: 
of  adulation,  that  pafTive  fubnuiTion  to 

o  4  mere 


mere  domlnatiorij  with  which  our  enemies 

« 

xeproach  us*. 

We  will  now  paufe.  The  importance 
of  religion  to  every  human  charafter  is 
generally  acknowledged;  the  peculiar 
comfort  and  fupport  which  it  affords  to 
cur  fex  is  equally  ihdifputable  i  the  obln 
gadon  to  Chriftian  unity,  and  commu^ 
nion  of  worftiip,  is  plainly  aflerted  in 
Scripture;  it  remains  therefore  to  inquire, 
to  what  focicty  do  we  belong?  If  we  have 
been  baptized  into  thopcftablifhed  Church, 
our  choice  was  decided  by  that  aft,  in  our 
infancy ;  for  unlcfs  we  are  convinced  that 

«  I  have  not  been  able  to  SnA,  in  oisr  litudl^ 

more  than  one  epithet  that  can  be  conHrued  into  a 
perfonal  compliment  to  a  fovereign>  and  that  it 
•*  religidos**  in  the  prayer  for  the  high  court  of 
parliament.  In  the  prefiint  reign,  every  one  will 
acknowledge  its  peculiar  appropriatencfs ;  yet  it 
jfe^ms  only  generally  defigned  to  denote  profeffing 
Clirifbanity. 

(he 
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(he  is  unfcriptural,  we  cznntA  wander  from 
her  pale  and  be  guiltlefs.  Wc  have  cx-*- 
amined  her  doflrines, ,  as  contrafted  with 
the  oppofite  tenets  of  her  moft  conipicu* 
ous  opponents ;  and,  from  their  yet  more 
marked  diflimilarity  to  each  other,  yfrt 
have  feen,  that,  fb  far  from  promoting  the 
caufe  of  union,  the  deftruftion  of  our 
hierarchy  would  deftroy  that  rallying  point 
at  which  we  truft  contending  parties  may 
one  day  meet :  her  prefervation,  therefore, 

• 

ought  to  be  the  wi(h  of  all  who  really 
pray  for  the  peace  of  the  Chriftian  world* 
In  a  fecondary,'  but  not  unimportant 
point  of  view,  we  have  confidered  the  ef- 
tablilhment,  not  only  as  being  a  faithful  ex- 
pounder of  the  word  of  God,  but  as  ac- 
commodating herfelf  to  the  chara6ter  and 
'habits  of  fociety,  efpecially  to  the  confti- 
tution  and  fcntiments  of  this  nations  her 
claims  to  our  preference,  confequently,  > 
(land  upon  very  high  ground.      She  is 
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ianftbned  by  the  word  of  God,  and  Tup- 
ported  by  the  laws  of  the  realm,  general 
auivantage,    and    individual   feeling.     A 
willing  obedience  to  wife  and  falutary  in- 
ftitutions,  is  the  nobleft  and  the  happiefl: 
ufe  that  we  can  make  of  the  liberty  of 
choice,  of  which  we  are  fo  juftly  tenacious. 
In  the  ark  which  refts  on  the  fiire  promiles 
of  God,  we  (hall  be  preferved  from  beings 
toiled  about  *'  with  every  wind  of  doc- 
••  trine ;"  a  vaft  advantage  in  times  like 
the  preftnt.     But  let  us  not  attribute  to 
our  church  the  talifmanical  powers  of  an 
impenetrable^;/^/^^.  The  pureffi  conftr- 
tuted  fociety  cannot  beftow  impeccability 
on  its  individual  members.     Many  who 
drank    inftruftion  at  the   fountain  of  all 
truth,  and  received  the  words  of  life  from 
the  lips  of  the  Son  of  God,^  will,  we  anr 
alTured  by  indubitable  teftimony,  be  com- 
manded at   the  laft  day  to  "  dfepart  as 
•*  workers  of  inquiry/*    Satan  ftill  con- 
tinues 
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tinues  to  range  to  and  fro  through  the 
earth,  feeking  to  accufe  the  brethren ;  and 
no  fcverer  charge  can  he  bring  againft 
them,  than  that  they  have  negleded  to  intv- 
prove  thofe  means  of  grace  which  have 
been  amply  afforded  them. 

The  fruit  of  right  principles  is  a  life  of 
piety  and  virtue.  Chriftianity  is  the  leaven 
which  imparts  its  fanftifying  energy;  to 
every  aftion  of  this  probationary  exift- 
ence.  No  re<Juired  duty  is  too  humble 
to  be  precluded  from  intermixing  with 
evangelical  graces.  The  cup  of  cold  wa* 
ter,  kindly  and  devoutly  offered  to  the 
thirfty  lip  of  want,  wilF,  like  the  widow's 
mite,  be  meafured  by  the  ability  and  in- 
tention of  the  giver  ;  while  the  pompous 
alms  of  oftentacion  will  receive  their  re- 
ward'in  that  praife  of  men  which  they/ 
fought  to  obtain. 

We  will,  in  my  next  letter,  diFcufs  thole 
amiable  virtues  of  womanliood  which  flo\^ 
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from,  and  are  fanftioncd  by,  a  fpirit  of 
true  religion.     The  fhort  remains  of  the 
prefent  epiftle  (hall  be  devoted  to  a  coa- 
lideration,  which  ought  never  to  be  ba- 
niflied  from  theological   controverfy  ;    f 
rnean  Chriftiatiy  notphilo/opbifiicallihcrzlity^ 
As  the  latter  holds  all  forms  of  faith  in- 
different,  the  former  determines  that  if  we 
would  work  out  our  own  falvation  we  muft 
not  reft  in  form.     As  the  latter  conceives 
difputation  to  mean  the  art  of  eftabliflbing 
your  own  importance    by  the  defeat  of 
your  adverfary,  the  former  fcparates  th** 
caufe    from   the    advocate,    and  mingles, 
compaffion  for  deceivers,  with  abhorrence 
of  deception*.     With  one,  all  means  are 

lawful 

♦  "  Though  Chrift  hath,  no  fellowftiip  with  Be* 
*'  lial,"  fays  the  feraphic  Taylor  in  his  Life  of 
Chrift;  "  yet  the  confideration  of  the  crime  of 
**  herefy,  which  is  a  fpiritual  wickedneis,  is  to-be 
*'  fcparated  from  the  perfon  of  the  heretic,  who  is 
"  xnajprialj"  page  188.    He  proceeds  to  flate  the 

dangey 


lawful  that  (ecurc  conqueffi;  with  the 
other,  truth  itfelf  mull  not  be  defended< 
by  unwarrantable  meafures.. 

AgaiAi 

flhnger,.  t<Kweak  mifids>^  of  converfitig'  -with  fubtle 
keretics  ^  and,  ^oting  the  Aory  of  St.  John  and  Ce« 
id&thus  from  Irenaeus>  commends  the  apofUe  in  fach- 
an  txiremi  €afe>  but  cautions  us  againfl  feverity  of 
jodgment  on  Jlight  grounds.  The  name  of  Biihoj^ 
Taylor  having  been  mentioned^  it  may  not  be  im-^ 
proper  to-  obferve>  that  though  his  fervent  piety». 
ading  upon  a  lively  and  brilliant  imagination,  fome* 
times  tranfports  him  into  the  bounds  of  mylticifm. 
and  &ncy>  yet  he  appears  rather  inclined'  to  afcetic 
than  puritanic  errors.  He  borrows  his  illuftr^tions 
from  pagan  hiftory,  or  popiih  martyrologies.  On 
the  di(puted  points  of  dodrine,  he  appears  fteadily 
in  oppofition  to  Calvin's  diilinguiihing  tenets.  He 
was  himfelf  a  prelate,  anda  found  friend  to  epifco- 
pacy.  He  determines  predefti nation  to  be  "  God's 
•*  great  (ccret,  not  to  be  inquired  into  curioufly  ;'• 
(ibid,  page  313.)  His  opinion  of  original  iin  has' 
been  already  noticed.  In  oppofition  to  the  doflrine 
0f  afTu ranee  or  certaiaty  of  falvation,  he  quotes  the 
llrong  cafe  of  Jadas^  to  whom  a  throne  in  Heaven, 
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Again  let  me  repeat,  that  as  there  were 
offenders  under  the  old  law,  and  yet  the 
law  was  "  holy,juft,  and  good /'.fo  in  the 
pureft  congregation  in  point  of  dodkrine, 
there  may  be  the  moft  corrupt  and  barren 
members.  Our  church  urges  no  general  or 
particular  claims  to  in&llibility.  She  is.  a 
**  congregation  of  faithful  men,  in  which* 
•  the  pure  word  of  God  is  preachied,  and 
**  the  facraments  duly  miniftered.  accord- 
'*  ing  to  Chrift's  ordinance,  in  all  things 
"  that  of  neceffity  are  requifite  to  the 
^*  fame  V*  Rut "  as  no  congregation  can 
be  affembled  in  unity  of  worflrip,  with- 
out many  .previous  forms  and  binding 
**  rules,  not  abfolutely  prefcribed  by  fcrip- 

"  ture,-' 

aud  the  judgement  of-  a  tribe,  .were  promiied.  In 
oppofition  to  the  daflrine  of  invincible  grace,  fee 
page  216.  Thefe  references  are  enough  to  difprovc 
what  Tome  of  our  opponents  would  perfuade  the  ua^. 
informed  to  believe,  that. this  great  luminary  of  ooi. 
church  was  a  Calvinift. 
•  Article  igth^ 
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^^  ture*,'*  it  follows,  that  as  what  is  Hu- 
man muft  be  imperffid,,  there  will  he 
fome  defeats  in  the  conftitution  of  the  fo- 
ciety,  as  well  as  faults  in  theprafUcc  of  its- 
members.  Allowing  that  thofe  who  feek 
to  remedy  thefe  errors  ai?c  really  influenced 
by  finglenefs  of  hearty  thefe  renovators 
are  ftill  not  angels,  but  men,  finite  be- 
ings, not  guided  by  the  unerring  wifdora 
of  God.  Whoever  knows  the  world,  will 
confcfs  that  more  mifchicf  is  done  by  de- 
feftivc  judgement,  than  by  pofitive  de- 
pravity. The  wifdom  of  paft  ages  has 
crcfted  for  us  a  noble  pile,  under  which 
wc  may  lafcly  Ihelter,  Its  architedhire  is 
conftru£ted  by  thofe  eftablilhed  rules  which 
enfure  beauty,  ftrength^  convenience,  and 
durability.  In  the  ornaments,  the  builders 
Eave  fomewhat  indulged  their  fancy ;  and 
negleft  has  not  only  obliterated  fome  of 
its  exquifite  carvings,  but  the  injuries  that 
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it  has  received  from  external  violence 
make  it  neceflary  to  repair  its  parapets^ 
and  to  ftrengthen  its  walls  with  additional 
buttrefles.  Yet  all  who  feel  the  comfort- 
able proteftion  of  this  venerable^  fandbuary, 
will  eqiKilly  guard  againft  the  admiflion  of 
new  and  fantajlical  embellifliments  on  the 
one  hand,  and  thofe  retrenchments  that 
would  eventually  weaken  the  building  on 
the  other ;  even  though  they  were  recom- 
mended by  the  plea  of  rendering  it  more 
light  and  airy,  and  better  adapted  to  the 
prcfent  times.  The  errors  and  the  per- 
tinacity of  the  papacy  impofed  an  awful 
rtjponfibility  on  our  anceftors.  Blefled  be 
God  1  we  are  not  called  upon  to  build  a 
church,  \i\}X.io  defend  ont.  Let  us  fight 
her  battles  with  the  holy  weapons  of  Chrif- 
tian  charity^  and  endeavour  by  the  liveli- 
nefs  of  our  faith,  and  the  innocency  of  our 
lives,  to  prevent  her  from  becoming  that 
adulterous  and  barren  fpoufe^  who  (hall 
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be  finally  repudiated  by  her  long-luffering 
but  righteous  Lord. 

While  one  d«fcription  of  our  adverfa-* 
ries  accufes  us  for  neglecting  morals,  an-^' 
other  charges  us  with  being  cold  formal^ 
ifts,  and  dependers  upon  our  own  rightc* 
oufnefs.  I  truft  thefe  cenfures  are,  ge« 
nerally  Speaking,  unjuft.  But  the  appeal 
jnuft  be  made  to  the  Searcher  of  hearts,, 
hot  to  the  partial  ihort-fightcd  judgement 
of  man.  Much  induftry  has  of  kte  beea 
ufed,  in  obtruding  upon  popular  atten- 
tion^  the  biographical  charaflers  of  fchif- 
matics  and  non-conformifts.  I  nr\ean  not 
to  queftion  the  verity  of  the  high  qualifi- 
catipus  afcribed  to  them*  I  lincerely  wife 
their  virtues  may  be  fuch  as  will  ftand  the 
fcrutiny  of  the  great  audit.  But  as  a 
warning  to  others  I  muft  remark,  that  the 
diftinguifhing  feature  of  their  charafters^ 
which  feems  to  be  the  reafon  for  giving 
Khftm  this  celebrity,  was  a  faul/  or  a  mis- 
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fortune^  not  an  excellence  or  advan^ngfir 
While  their  diflent  from  the  eftablilhment 
IS  placed  in  the  moft  prominent  point  of 
view^  are  we  uncandid  in  fufpeAing  that, 
thefe  worthies  are  not  Kemov«d  frona  "  the 
"  cool  fcqueflicred  vale  of  life,"  and  held 
up  to  public  c(Umation>.  to-  roconraiend 
the  pra£tice  of Chriftian.  or  domeftic  duty  ;, 
but  to  give  a.  preponderance  to  the  party 
which  they  elpoufed,  and  to  feduce  thofe 
by  example,  who  cannot  be  convinced  by  - 
argument?  The  true inethod. of  parrying, 
fuch  affaults  is,  not  to  rake  into  the  fecrets^ 
of  private  families  for  petty  anecdotes  of 
detraftion'j  but  to  remember,,  that  wc. 
alfo  are  inhabitants  of  '^  a  city  that  is/it- 
on  a  bill. and  cannot  be  hid.^*  Though  we 
are  forbidden  to  *'  do  our  good  works'* 
purpofcly  ^*  to  be  feen  of  men,"  or  to 
look  to  the  praife  of  our  fdlow-mortals  as 
an  adequate  2ind  fubjlantial  reward  i  yet  wc 
are  commanded  to  avoid  all  occafion  of 

regroacha. 
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Reproach,  and  to  "  let  cfnr  light  Ihinc  i>©r   , 
••  fore  men,,  that  they  may  fee  our  good 
•*  worksji  and  glorify  our  Father  who  is 
•'  in  Heaven/' 

But  if  the  force  of  our  arguments,  oc 
the  fanftity  of  ouf^  manners  (which  arc 
the  true  Chriftian  weapons  of  controverfy}„ 
will  not  avail  to  enlarge  the  courts  of  the 
daughter  of  Sion,  we  muft  not  adopt  the 
Satanical  warfare^  of  unjuft  coercion  ot 
.illiberal  inveftive.  You  are  not  compelled 
to  embrace  the  fcruples  and  conceits  of 
your  neighbours,  to  whom  you  are  required 
to  Tender  all  the  common  offices  of  gene- 
ral benevolence  or  particular  good-wilL 
Though  the  abfurd  or  vicious  confc- 
quences  .  of  their  finguUrities  of  opinion: 
may  ftrike  you  forcibly,  their  intelleftual 
perception  may  be  too  indiftinft  to-dif- 
cover  their  own  back-flidings ;  and  thus,^ 
what  in  you  would  hcjtn,  may  in  them  be 
only  error.     To  conclude :  let  us^  be  efpe- 
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cially  careful,  never  to  render  railing  for 
railing,  nor  to  charge  our  adverfaries- 
felfely^  nor  to  transfer  the  fayingsor  vices 
of  any^  individual  to  the  whole  party^  to 
which  he  belongs.  To  ufe  the  words  of 
an  eminent  ornament  and  champion  of 
our  church,  "  As  we  know  not  what 
**  degrees  of  incredulity  will  exclude: 
^  men  from  Heaven,  let  not  Chriftian 
^  zeal  overthrow  Chriftian  charity^.  Thc^ 
"  Searcher  of  Hearts  alone  knows  the 
•'  circumftances  which  may  diminifh  the 
*'  guilt  of  infidelity  j  and  to  his  uncove- 

* 

*'  nanted  mercies  let  us  leave  the  rejeder 
•*  of  his  revelation,,  and  the  impenitent 
"  breaker  of  his  laws  */*' 

1  remain,^  my  dear  Mifs  Ml ^  &c. 

•  fiiiho^  o£  Lincoln's  ElemenU  of  Theology. 


LETTER 


309 


LETTER  IX. 


On  the  Virtues  more  e^eciallj  feminine. 


»y  DEAR  MISS  M- 


It  has  often  "been  obfeired,  that  prin- 
ciple fpeaks  in  praAice  j  right  opinions, 
faithfully  adhered  to,  will  operate  in  vir- 
tuous and  fteady  conduft ;  otherwife  they 
xnufl  increaie  the  condemnation  and  con- 
firm the  mifery  of  the  mind  that  lives  at 
variance  with  its  own  determinations,  and 
iuffers  its  judgement  to  facirizeits  a£tions» 
If  we  look  at  the  general  manners  of 
the  age,  and  particularly  of  our  own-  fex,  ^ 
tmce  fixed  religious  principles  were  voted 
to  be  the  cumbrous  brocade  of  illiberal 
kigotry  i  we  muft  acknowledge,  that  in- 
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djfFerence  has  drefled  out  the  world  ma 
very  airy  fummcr  fuit  of  changeable  levity. 
Novelty  prefcribes  the  mode  which  negli- 
gence adopts  i  and  provided  there  be  but 
a  change,  no  matter  whether  we  vary  from 
bad  to  good,  or  from  bad  to  worfe.  Wc 
plume  ourfelvcs  on  having  renounced  the 
ftubborn  pertinacity  of  our  anceftors ;  but, 
alas  !  our  attachment  to  our  new  cuflomsj 
new  difcoveries,  new  virtues,  5nd  new  re- 
ligions (don't  fmile  at  my  fuppofed  itiif- 
take ;  virtues  and  religions  now  fprout  like 
muflirooms,  and  are  of  as  equivocal  a  ge- 
neration), makes  up  in  warmth,  what  it 
wants  in  duration  j  and  thus,  like  Drydcn's 
Zimri,  we  continue 

'^  Stiff  in  opinions,  always  in  the  wrong ; 
«*  Every  thing  by  Harts,  and  nothing  long." 

To  commence  our  obfervations  with 
the  cardinal  virtue  of  our  fex.  General 
opinion  has  undergone  an  amazing  change 
within  a  few  years  on  the  fubjeift  of  chaf- 
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tity :  I  do  not  fpeak  of  thofe  who  hzvt 
really  violated  her  laws,  but  of  the  indif- 
ference or  fflayful  farcafm  wi^h  whidh  un- 
tainted charafters  fpeak  of  the  moft  fla* 
grant  dereli(5tions  of  decorum.  I  an)  hot 
one  of  thofe  rigid  cehfbrs,  who  would  bar 
an  unhappy  woman's  return  to  virtue,  by 
excluding  her  from  every  cheering  prof- 
pefl:  of  compaffion  and  hope.  The  pu- 
nifhment  of  culprits  Ihould  in  this,  as  in 
€vcry  other  inftance,  be  determined  by 
what  is  due  to  the  unoffending  part  of  fo- 
iciety.  It  was  formerly  thought,  that  with 
refpeft  to  women,  a  forfeited  rcputatioa 
in  this  particular  could  never  be  regained. 
It  was  not  from  enmity  tp  real  penitence, 
but  from  an  anxiety  to  prcferve  innocence, 
that  a  woman  was  fuppofed  to  have  fo 
far  degraded  herfelf  by  unchaftity,  as  to 
be  rendered  incapable  of  ever  more  filling 
her  former  rank  in  fociety.  To  hide 
Jicifelf  from  the  world,  or  to  fly  to  fomc 
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{fot  where  Iter  (hame  wai  unkfK>wn9  tifed 
to  be  the  wi(h  of  humbled9  but  not  aban* 
doned  fi-ailty;  and  while  her  weeping 
companions  pitied  her  forrow^  they  were 
roufed  by  her  difgrace  to  more  vigilant 
circumfpe£tion ;  and  thus  the  mournful 
confequences  of  one  feduftion  prevented 
many. 

How  pathetically,  and  with  what  deli- 
cate refpeft  to  the  charinefs  of  fenule  re- 
putation, has  Shtnftone  pourtrayed  his 
lovely,  deluded,  and  repentant  Jefly  !  She 
is,  indeed,  the  artlefs  maid,  **fuftain'4 
**  by  virtue,  but  fubdued  by  love/'  She 
falls,  as  a  really  innocent  girl  is  mod 
likely  to  fall,  not  by  the  temptation  of 
vanity,  avarice,  or  ambition ;  but  by  the 
defire  of  removing  from  the  mind  of  the 
beloved  objeft,  "  afFefted  fcorn,  artful 
**  doubts,  and  pretended  rage/*  She  will 
facrificc  hcrfelf,   rather  than   fuffer  her 

infidious  feducer  to  fufpedt  the  reality  of 

her 
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licr  affeftion.  The  facrificc  is  made,  and 
fhc  becomes,  not  as  a  poet  would  now 
paint  her,  more  inter efting,  more  amia- 
ble, by  her  credulity  i  *'  but,  fcorn'd  by 
*^  virtue,  ftigmatiz'd  by  fame,**  and  com- 
pelled to  fly  from  a  deriding  world,  fhc 
implores  the  compaflion  of  the  traitor  by 
whom  (he  had  been  undone.  But  what, 
fhall  we  alk,  is  the  purport  of  her  appeal  ? 
Is  it  to  call  upon  him  to  fulfil  the  pro- 
mife  which  enfnared  her  weaknefs,  or  to 
threaten  him  with  public  punifhment  ? 
Does  an  cbfireperms  abujive  father  accom- 
pany the  vindicative  offender  i  prOpofing, 
by  his  Overwhelming  irifolence, '  to  found 
the  future  aggrandifement  of  his  family  on 
his  daughter's  (hame  ?  No,  the  dejefted 
Jcfly,  deeply  confcious  that  Henry's  arts 
could  not  have  completed  her  ruin  had 
not  her  treacherous  heart  been  his  ally, 
comes,  without  thofe  whofe  cheeks  fhe 
had  tinged  with  Ihame,  to  folicit  fuch  ' 
VOL.  ri,  p  a  pittance 
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A  pittance  as  might  prefervc  her  from 
mingling  in  "  the  vulgar  crew,"  or  beg* 
ging  *^  her  fcanty  bread,"  and  allow  her 
to  hide  her  woes  in  fome  remote  corner, 
where,  "  banifti'd  from  the  form  0ie 
*^  lov*d,  her  weeping  virtue  would  rclapfe 
**  no  more/'  With  a  delicacy  of  fcnti- 
ment  which  could  only  enter  into  the 
mod:  refined  imagination,  Ihe  appeals  to 
no  other  paflion  than  his  pity.  The  name 
of  wife,  which  fome  artful  female  might 
endeavour  to  acquire,  would,  ihe  juilly 
obferves,  "  neither  footh  her  grief  nor 
"  clear  her  fame^"  fince  it  could  no 
longer  be  the  free  gift  of  generous  love, 
l)ut  the  relufbant  bond  of  reproachful 
compaiTion.  With  all  the  mildnefs  of  ge« 
Auine  modefty,  flie  rather  confiders  the 
pangs  that  her  miferies  may  give  her 
betrayer,  than  the  woes  which  fhc  herfelf 
endures  i  and  though  every  obje£):  that 
ihe  beholds  Q^aks  reproach  to  her  fuf-* 
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ccptible  heart,  and  telk  her,  "  wc  arc 
"  ipotlcfsj  Jcflyj  wc  are  ^urej"  flic 
dares  not  alk  for  the  death  for  which  (he 
languilh^  ^^  left  her  fad  fiuie  ihould  nou- 
**  rilh  panga  for"  her  ftfll  beloved  Henry. 
If  we  form  att  opiitioa  of  the  prefenc 
ftate  of  national  manners  from  the  nrK>ft 
favoured  proda&ions  of  the  theatre,  bow 
*  great  muft  be  our  falling  offi  not  in  ver^ 
ial  decerum  indeed^  but  in  what  is  far 
more  important,  vtrtuous  principle.  In 
what  we  now  coftfider  as  the  licentious 
period  of  BritiAi  comedy,  vicious  women 
were  introduced ;  but  it  was  in  the  light 
of  degraded  and  difguillng  objeds.  It  is 
true,^  even  the  heroines  often  talked  inde- 
licately I  but  they  always  adted  chaftely. 
The  times  were  then  unrefined,  and 
blunt^  coarfeneis  of  expreflion  was  not 

^  Examples  of  what  we  fhould  now  call  inelegant 
bluntnefs  may  be  taken  from  the  juftly  admired  letters 
of  Lady  RacfaelRu&L 

p  %  con- 
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confidered  as  an  offence  againft  morals  or 
manners.  I  am  unwilling  to  admit,  that 
the  charadler  of  our  fex  is  really  as  much 
debaied  as  their  theatrical  portrait  per- 
fu^des  us  to  fuppofe.  I  rather  hope,  that 
the  magic  of  the  fcene,:  and  the  attra€bive 
colouring?  of  favourite  adlors,  have  made 
exceptionable  pafTages  pafs  unregarded, 
and  diverted  the  attention  of  the  audi- 
ence from  the  tendency  of  the  plot,  to 
the  fprightlinefs  of  the  exhibition.  Yet 
it  is  an  extraordinary  coincidence,  that  in 
the  threes  pieces  that  have  been  of  late 
moft  honoured  with  public  favour,  the 
Stranger,  Pizarro,  and  John  Bull,  the 
heroines  are  women  of  loft  charadler*. 
The  firft  of  thefe  plays  has  already  en* 
countered  the  juft  reprehenlions  of  an  ad«- 
mirable  moraliftf.  I  think  this  Lady 
obferves,    that  Adelaide   was    the    fird 

•  The  fame  remark  applies  to  Lovers*  Vows, 
t  See  Mrs.  Morels  StriAurei  on  Education. 
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adultrefs  who  was  ever  exhibited  in  a 
favourable  point  of  view  to  a  Britifti  au- 
dience.  It  efcaped  her  recolleftion  at  the 
moment,  that  Rowe  had  contrived  to 
give  our  fex  an  excellent  leflfon  in  his  hif- 
torical  play  of  Jane  Shore.  But  though 
we  pity  and  forgive  this  real  penitent,  and 
though  fhe  is  by  far  the  moft  interefting 
charafter  in  this  captivating  tragedy,  wc 
return  from  feeing  it  exhibited,  with  very 
different  fentiments  from  thofe  with  which 
we  have  witneffed  the  efforts  of  its  German 
cppyift.  By  the  one,  virtue  as  confirmed,  ' 
from  feeing  the  predifted  "  ruin,  reproach, 
*'  and  endlefs  fhame,"*  dreadfully  exem- 
plified j  by  the  other,  her  foundation  is 
undermined,  and  conjugal  infidelity  feems 
not  fo  fad  or  fo  irreparable  an  offence ; 
fince  it  appears  likely  that  Adelaide  and 
her  injured  Lord  will  be  very  happy  after 
all  that  has  paffed. 

p  3  Elvira 
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Elvira,  in  the  play  of  Pizarfo,  dots 
not  lay  clainn  to  our  favour  by  even  the 
pretence  of  repentance.  As  a  profefled 
religionift,  fhe  is  perjured ;  as  a  daughter, 
difobedient ;  as  a  wonnan,  indelicate ;  as 
a  miftrefs,  furious  and  vindiftivc.  She 
follows  a  foldier  of  fortune  in  qucft  of 
adventures;  her  love,  ftung  by  negledt, 
changes  to  hatred  :  and  fhe  endeavours  to 
inftigate  a  man,  whom  her  gallant  had  in- 
jured^ to  commit  the  murder  which  her 
heart  didlated,  though  her  arm  wanted 
courage  to  perform.  Yet  fhe  is,  after  all, 
a  mofl  benevolent  creature,  and  by  much 
the  bed  of  the  Chriftian  groupe  in  this 
avowedly  Pagan  compofition.  Cora,  the 
all  attraftive  favage,  only  alludes  to  the 
former  part  of  her  hiftory  in  this  piece ; 
but  if  we  trace  it  through  the  firft  part  of 
Kotzebue's  Peruvian  Dramas,  we  fhall 
find  her  equally  qualified,  by  liberality  of 
idea,  and  freedom  of  conduft,  to  fccurc 

the 


315' 

die  applaufe  of  a  Gentian  auditory.  I 
muft  felicitate  my  country-women  that 
the  Virgin  of  the  Sun,.  Stella,  and  the 
Robbers,  are  ftill  thought  too  ftrong  to  be 
fiibmitted  to  the  decifion  of  an  Englifh 
audience;  the  inference,  that  we  are  lefs 
Corrupted  than  our  neighbours,  would 
prcfcnt  fomc  confoktory  ideas,  did  not  a 
play  of  native  growth  call  for  fcvcre  cafti- 
gation. 

The  fcduftion  of  Mary  Thornbury,  in 
John  Bul^lf,  h  fo  unejfential  to  the  plot, 
that  many,  believe  it  was  gratuitoufly  in- 
troduced, ,  to  conciliate  the  favour  of  the 
frail  fiftcrhood,  who.  form  fo  numerous  and 
eonjpicuous .  z  part  of  the  audience.  A 
broken  contraft  would  have  ferved  the 
totbor's   ends  quite   as  well  as .  perfonal 

*  There  is  fo  much  geauine  humour  in  the  low 
charadera  in  this  play,  that  it  is  mortifying  to  fee  it 
fophifticated  by  a  mixture  ef  maukijQi  fentiment  and 
pTendo-morality, 

p  4  violation. 
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violation,  and  given  (in  the  opinion  of 
fome  people)  a  better  pretence  for  that 
fine  ftage-efFe£b  in  which  a  Britiih  handi- 
craftfman  blackguards  a  Britifli  magif- 
trate,  to  the  infinite  fatisfaftion  of  the 
roaring  galleries.  That  a  yoOng  woman's 
being  a  ftrumpet  gives  her  a  right  to  be 
a  wife,  is  new  doftrine ;  but  it  muft  be 
in  perfefb  unifon  with  the  fentiments  of  all 
the  pretty  houfenriaids  and  fmart  abigails 
in  the  kingdom ;  and  muft  induce  them 
to  perfevere  in  that  ftyle  of  drefs,  and 
mode  of  behaviour,  which  is  bcft  calcu* 
lated  to  convince  the  young  heir  of  the 
family  that  they  may  be  prevailed  upon  to 
qualify  for  the  title  of  "My  Lady."  It 
is  fo  evidently  the  author's  defign  to 
compliment  the  mobility,  at  the  expence 
of  the  privileged  orders,  that  I  fuppofe 
he  confidered  the  very  moderate  fhare  of 
intelledt  which  he  has  allowed  to  Mary,  as 
giving  her  fuch  a  decided  fuperiority  over 

his 
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.  his  fools  of  quality,  that  it  would  have 
been  invidious  fupererogation  to  have 
added  the  difcretion  and  innocence  of  z 
Pamela.  Are  our  gentry  and  nobles  then 
fo  very  corrupt,  that  a  brazier's  daughter 
is  too  deferving  to  be  adopted  into  a  great 
family,  unlefs  proftitution  has  lowered  her 
to  the  level  of  their  contamination  ? 

But  would    not  the   libertine's    being 
compelled   to   marry  the   viftim  of  his 

»  treachery  be  a  means  of  checking  the 
crime*  of  feduftion  ?  It  might,  indeed, 
make  men  more  guarded  through  fear ;  but 
is  there  not  great  reafon  to  conclude,  that 
it  would  render  women  profligate^  from 
cunning  and  amhition  ?  The  fex  of  the  of- 
fence might  be  changed,  but  the  frequency 
of  feduftion  would  be  increafed.  Let 
women  (efpecially  thbfe  in  humble  life) 
fiifpeft  that  modcfly  and  innocence  are  no 
longer  their  chief  recommendations  to  a 
crediuble  eftablilhment,  and  inconceiv- 
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ible  mifchicfs  will  cnfuc.  The  eontrarjf 
opinion  has  already  gained  ground.  Se* 
du£lion>  ftri6lly  fpeaking,  is  no^  a  fare 
offence.  Jealoufy  for  the  honour  of  my 
own  fex  makes  me  wifbj  that  the  Heniys 
of  the  prcfent  day  did  not  find  us  too  eafy 
a  conqueft,  to  need  "  that  expence>  and 
*^  art,  and  toil,"  which  conftitute  the  fu- 
perior  guilt  of  the  betrayer  of  unfufpeft-^ 
ing  virtue.  I  fear  the  criminals  of  either 
fex  now  meet  on  more  equal  ground ;  for 
in  that  rank  of  life  in  which  the  prowling 
debauchee  ufed  to  look  for  his  balhful  and 
retiring  prey,  I  fee  the  wanton  lure  of  ar- 
tifice, and  the  bold  front  of  invitation. 

An  examination  of  the  tendency  of  that 
clafs  of  literature  which  meets  with  the 
moft  numerous  readers,  would  prove  very 
derogatory  to  thofe  pure  elevated  ideas  of 
virtue  by  which  we  ufed  to  eftimate  the 
charafter  of  Englilh  women.  Not  to 
dwell  on  the  tendernefs  with  which  moft 

novel* 


iloyd-Writers  tteat  female  imchaftity,  let 
tis  advert  to  the  recent  produdlion  ♦  of  a 
fair  illuminaci,  as  a  proof  of  the  melan* 
dx>)y  juftnefs  of  the  rertiark^  that  looie 
morals,   difguifed   in  guarded  language^ 
are  more  d^ingerous,  becaufe  le(s:  alarms 
ingly  obvious^  than  the  warm  colouring 
of  Congrcve  and  Farquhar,  or  the  grofi 
indecency  of  Vanhrugh.     Nothing  can  be 
fo:  dangerous  to  virtue^  as:  the  foft  names  . 
that  are  given  to  vice,  .  Dreflcd  in  tht 
engaging   ihape    of   ^*  amiable  indifcre*  - 
"  tions/*  and  **  venial  errors/'  or  per-* 
haps  in  the  bolder  attire  of."  thofe  frail- 
"tiet  which  i>a»oar:  the  heart,''  we  mud 
take  (omc  time  to  refied^  before  we  can  .i 
diicover  that  we  are  fpeaking  of  Sin>  the  . 
daughter  o£Satan>  and  mother  of  Death* 

I  have  already  cautioned  you  againil 
the  phrafes  of  liberality  of  fentiment^  en* 
kjrged  ideas,  and  univerfal  philanthropy^  stf  ^ 

•  Delphiiie>  by.  Madame  Stael.  . 
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far  as  relates  to  your  religious  opinions^ 
I  have  ventured  to  aflure  you,  that  princi- 
ple is  not  prejudice^  nor  (leadinefs  bigotry. 
Thefe  cautionary  fuggeftions  will  extend 
to  the  fubje6t  of  which  we  now  treat.  At 
a  period  wherein  the  diftant  motives  of  a 
future  fiate  of  exiftence  have  fo  little  hold 
upon  mod  people,  the  opinion  of  the 
world,  and  general  behaviour,  ought  not 
to  relax  in  any  point  which  may  be  h- 
vourablc  to  inmntiorality.  I  know  of  no- 
thing more  likely  to  do  this,  than  the 
turn  which  the  public  mind  has  taken  on 
the  fut^eft  of  female  profligacy.  It  really 
&ems  as  if  beauty  could  not  be  made  en^ 
gaging)  nor  fimplicity  amiable,  unlefs  re- 
lieved by  the  dark  fhade  of  illicit  love. 
In  the  high  walks  of  fociety,  how  few 
hefitate  at  viflting  blafted  characters,  or 
ihewing  them  the  relpedt  to  which  only 
untainted  reputation  was  once  thought  en- 
titled !  and  thofe  who  (till  avoid  them  are 
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Aire  to  be  ranked  among  the  outrage  ^ 
oufly  virtuous,  who,  piquing  thcmfelvcs 
upon  one  good  quality,  commute,  by  their 
fevcricy  to  a  fallen  filler,  for  every  fordidi^ 
or  fplenetic  inclination.  Opinion  (I  know 
not  on  what  (table  ground)  has  eftablifh-* 
ed  a  fantaftic  alliance  between  light  be- 
haviour and  benevolence,  and  a  good 
heart  is  always  pleaded  in  excufe  for  vile 
condudt. 

But  fliall  not  the  penitent  be  forgiven  ? 
Unqueftionably  (he  (hall.  Let  kindred 
and  friend  (hip  hafteh  to  lead  home  the 
wanderer,  and  aftj  as  nearly  as  frail  mor- 
tality can,  the  part  of  thofe  pure  and 
blelTed  fpirits  who  rejoice  over  die  contriit 
finner.  Let  her  home  be  made  as  com* 
fortable  as  forgivenefs  can  make  it ;  but 
let  not  kindnefs,  with  miftaken  zeal,  ieek 
to  divert  the  mild  dejeftion  which  ought 
to  accompany  remorfe,  by  fcenes  of  di(^ 
fipation,  or  by  giving  celebrity  to  whaif 

requires 


H6 

requires  to  be  concealed.  The  interefb 
of  virtue  cannot  be  promoted,  by  permit- 
ting thofc  who  have  wandered  from  hef 
path  to  prefiJe  at  fcenes  of  pubHc  fefti- 
vity,  or  to  diftate  amuf^rments.  The 
penitent  JeflV  had  no  wilh  to  (hew  the  face 
which  griff  had  furrowed,  aaK>ng  the  hap- 
py and  the  innocent :  concealment  and 
forgctfulnefs  bounded  her  earthly  views. 

Humanity  to  the  broken-hearted  viftim 
of  confcious  error,  difiers  fo  widely  from 
the  fer vile  court  which  we  every  day  fee 
pfid  to  profperous  vice>  that  nothing  but 
an  invidious  defign  of  lowering  all  moral 
diftin&ions  could  confound  the  two  ptin* 
eiples.  If  we  rightly  analyze  the  opinions 
and  practices  of  thefe'  advocates  for  indif- 
criminate  mixture  of  company,  we  (hall 
find,  that  it  is  not  for  the  (akcof  the  fad  ; 
reclufe,  \S^2Xxhtk  tender- hearted  apologife 
Iblicit  us  to  be  kind  to  a  frail  fifler's  faults  y 
but  for  fome  moft  engaging  creature,  the 

**  orna- 
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^  orMfneitt  of  fociccy/^  v^ho  it  is  *'  mil- 
'*  lions  of  pities"  (hould  be  loft*  to  the 
world.     It  is  fome  faded  courtezan,  fomc 
^egant    accompliftied   genius,,  who  has 
Mlb^  deviated  from  the  ftraight  path  of 
virtue,  and  who  now^  finding  heffelf  de^ 
{erted  by  lovers,  wiflves  to  acquire  patrons , 
and  friends.     It  is  fome  one  who  forrowSf , 
not  repents  ;  and  let  v^  obferve,  that  this 
diftinftion  is  important.     The  one,    like 
Julia  in  Meafure  for  Meafure,  "  repents 
^  her  that  it  is  a  fih,  and  takes  the  fhame 
**  with  joy.*'     The  latter,  like  the  volup- 
tuous Cleopatra,  laments  that  ihe  has  loft 
**  her  curled'  Anthony,'*  that  the  juice  of 
Egypt's  grape  no  more  fliall  moift  her 
lip,"  or,  "  that  Ihc  (hall  be  fhewn  in 
•*  her  fallen^  ftate  to  the  fhouting  varletry 
**  of  cenfuring  Rome." 

It  is  not  uncommon  for  women  of  this 
latter  defcription  to  complain  of  cruel 
u£ige»  and    to  cenfure  the  world  which 

they 
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they  have  fcandaliied  by  their  conduft. 
They  once  indeed  enjoyed  celebrity  j  but 
it  wias  the  celebrity  of  guilt  arid  extrava- 
gance; and  where  is  it  promifed,  thai 
thefe  fhall  poflefs  "  an  abiding  city**  even 
in  this  world  ?  the  treafures  which  thefe 
daughters  of  licentioufnefs  (quandered  were 
not  only  the  wages  of  fin,  but  purloined 
from  the  funds  of  juftice  or  benevolence; 
or,  poflibly,  the  long-accumulated  depofit 
pf  fome  noble  family,  whofe  thoughtlcfs 
heir  eafily  fell  into  their  net,  and  facrificcd 
to  their  caprice  the  honourable  reward  of 
the  labours  or  heroifm  of  his  anceftors. 
The  parafites  and  followers  which  thofc 
treafures  purthafed  were  nothing  but  a 
fwarm  of  fummer-infcfts,  who  prey  upon 
the  foftering  carrion.  The  winter  of  af- 
fliftion  or  negleft  ever  fends  ••  thefe  flaves 
**  to  thoufands"  to  feek  a  new  idol,  who 
then  "  flames  in  the  afcendant.**  Wc 
have  all  of  us  but  too  great  reafbn  (o  fay 
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with  the  prophet,  "  Wherefore  fhould  a 
*'  living  man  Complain  i  a  man  for  the 
*•  puni(hment  of  his  fins  ?^*  But  furcly 
the  exculpatory  ftyle  of  flighted  merit, 
or  injured  defert,  is  peculiarly  unfuitab}e 
to  tbofe  polluted  lips,  whofe  voice  (hould 
never  be  publicly  heard,  but  in  fupplica- 
lions  for  mercy  and  forgivenefs.  Women 
of  pleafure  have  formerly  publiihed  their 
hiftoriess  but  I  believe  thole  licentious 
conipofitions  were  then  thought  only  cal* 
ciliated  for  their  own  impure  meridian, 
nor  did  they  publicly  lie  on  the  toilette  of 
high-born  uncontaminated  beauty.  As  a 
pr6of  that  gentle  words  and  infinuating  ad- 
drefs  increafe  the  dangerous  attractions  of 
vice,  let  me  remark,  that  no  woman  now 
bluSies  to  own  that  (he  has  read  the  apolo- 
gettcal  narratives  of  the  courtezans  of  thefe 
days.  Infamy  is  fo  difguifed,  fo  drefTed, 
fo  tricked  out  with  falfe  colours,  that  cveo 
chaftity  ftops  to  inquire  whether  any  thing 

really 
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really  was  wrong ;  perplexed  by  the  well- 
founding  fentences  of  <^  marriages  made  in 
"  Heaven,"  "  attachments  of  the  heart,'^ 
and  "  intercfting  friend Jhips." 

Severe  ccnfors   are  apt  to  complaiAi 
that  the  freedom  of  modem  manners  bor* 
ders  upon  a  degree  of  levity  imtlfiical  tO' 
decorum.     As  the  ftarched  formality  of 
our  anceftors  &emed.  better  calcukted  id, 
be  the  ftate  cloak   of  defign,    than  the* 
CYcryrday  attire  of  artlefs^  innocence,  Tdd^, 
not  lament  that  fome  of  the  for^fications,, 
which  fage  f^apity  drew  around  heedlefs 
beauty>,  are    demoli(hedf;  and' that  the 
youth  of  both  fexes  arc  permitted  .to  en- 
joy the  pleafure  of' eafy,  fociety,  without 
the  eternal  reftraint  of  th^  prying  duanna, 
or  fufpiciou^  nnaiden  aunt«    Byt  this  relax- 
ation in  nvMiners  enforces  tbe  neceflity.ofT 
defendijag  the  heart  by  a  yet  ftronger  horror 
q[y\Cp,  ilnj^is  principle  guards  the  miqdj. . 
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bars  and  bolts  cannot  proteft  the  pcrfbn. 
By  filling  a  young  ifoman's  ideas  with 
fuppofed  plots  againft  her  honour^  yoXi 
teach  her  intrigue  and  cunning,  inftead  of 
difcretion ;  and  it  is  very  probable,  that 
you  may  inlpire  the  generally  fatal  wilh  ot 
fpreading  her  net  to  entrap  the  imaginary 
ieducer,  and  thus  really  expofe  herfelf  to 
die  fnares  which  her  own  folly  has  created, 
A  prudent  young  woman,  who  is  dcfti- 
tutc  of  any  finifter  defign,  unlefs  bcfide 
the  treacherous  gift  of  beauty  fhe  happen 
to  be  placed  in  a  (ituation  of  confpicuous 
danger  or  uneafy  depcndance^  has  little 
caufe  to  fear  the  arts  of  a  libertine ;  who^ 
like  the  felon  kite,  rarely  pounces  but 
upon  certain  prey. 

The  decline  of  what  are  termed  gallant 
attentions  to  the  younger  part  of  our  itXy 
and'  the  yawning  indifference. with  which 
wr  fine  gentlemen  endure  the  fatigue  of 
talking  to  tbe^irU  at  public  places,  bcfpeahj 
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a  ftrange  revolution  in  manners^  which  our 
grey-haired  fpinfters  attribute  to  the  re- 
laxed deportment  of  the  prcfent  race  of 
belles^  befpeaking  them  ready  to  be  won 
before  they  are  wooed.  I  feel  more  apt  to 
transfer  the  cenfure  to  the  married  part  of 
our  fex>  who  too  often  fet  an  example  of  free-i 
dom  of  carriage,  and  impropriety  of  drefs, 
which  cuftom  has  not  yet  warranted  a 
'young  woman  to  adopt.  Chaftity  is  finely 
defcribed,  as  a  beautiful  fbrrp,  **  With 
'^  blulhcs  reddening  as  ihe  nioves  along* 
"  diforder*d  at  the  deep  regard  (he  drawsj" 
not  becaufe  her  pure  imagination  has  con- 
verted every  beholder  into  a  tremendous 
giant,  who  is  preparing  to  entangle  her  in 
his  ponderous  net  j  but  becaufe  oblerva- 
tion  hurts  her  retiring  delicacy.  Should 
fuch  a  gentle  palTenger  fall  into  any  of 
thofe  deep  abyfTes  which  are  fcattered  in 
her  path,  it  will  not  be  froni  her  curioficy 
to  explore  thofc  regions  of  darknefs,  nor 
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from  having  her  attention  diverted  from 
her  own  fteps,  by  a  defirc  to  captivate  the 
by-ftanders  with'  her  foft  attraftionSi     Her 
danger  will,  hoWever,    be  materially  in- 
creafed,  if  the  mouths  of  thefe  caverns 
are  ftrewed  with  flowers  j  and  the  peril  be- 
comes more  imminent,  if  thofe  warning 
memorials,  which  were  ififcribcd  with  the 
narratives  of  paft  misfortune,  are  infidioujly 
removed  J  but  if  the  witneflcs  of  this  fair 
lady's  pilgrimage  unite  to  aflbre  her,  that 
thefe  fearful  caves  are  in  reality  only  plea- 
fant  agreeable  grottos,  and  that  if  (contrary 
to  their  expeftation)  fhe  fhould  happen  to 
diflike  the    ibciety  and  accommodations 
which  they  aflbrd,  Ihe  will  not  be  detained 
a  prifoner  in  thefe  fubterraneous  dwellings, 
but  may  revifit  the  fight  of  day,  or,  like 
the  famous  twins  of  Leda,  alternately  in- 
habit the   infernal  and  cekilial  regions, 
partake  of  the  impure  banquet  (ff  Profer- 
pinCj  or  driok  nedtar  iHth  the  gods ;  to 
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Vfhom  fhaU  we  afcribe  the  fault,  if  tke  fair 
traveller  no  longer  pa0es  on  with  ^^  un- 
««  blenched  majeftjr/'  but  yields  "  to 
"  pride  or  to  prefumption  ?" 

Allegory  is  a  pleafaat  mode  of  illuftnir 
ting  our  opinions.  Let  us  fuppofe  an** 
other  pilgrim  journejring  through  the  wildi 
of  life,  whofe  charader  renders  thefe 
mementos  of  danger  ftill  mare  neceflaiy, 
though  certainly  her  fall  would  be  leis  la- 
mented. The  manners  of  the  times,  and 
the  prevailing  ftyle  of  education,  tend  to 
render  women  at  once  extravagant  and  de- 
pendant i  girls  can  do  nothing  to  maintaia 
themfelves;  they  mud  therefore  at  all  events 
get  bujhands ;  it  requires  a  confiderable  ex- 
pence  to  fupport  them  in  ityle  i  there  is 
no  living  out  of  ftyle  i  a  rich  bufluad 
therefore  is  alfo  neceflary ;  I  grant,  that  a 
good  eftabli(hment  in  life  has  been  the 
point  at  which  young  women  always  have 
sumedi  but  as,  formerly,  thejr  were  not 

quite 
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quite  reduced  to  fuch  a  ftyle  of  helplefs* 

mds,  a&  to  be  merely  a  peg  on  which  you 

are  to  hang  finery^  it  was  not  neceflary 

that  bufbands  fbcyuld  be  fo  very  rich ;  and 

then^  as  there  was  more  of  the  commodity 

in  the  market,    the   intended  purchafers 

were  not  forced  to  look  (b  very  fharp.     As 

aidventurers  of  this  latter  defcription  are 

more  likely  to  fail  into  ambufcades,  and 

at.  I  fear  their  number  is  far  nK>re  ntinier- 

ous  than  that  of  thofe  faintly  maidens  whom 

we  have  juft  noticed,   furely,  inftead  of 

cuttmg  down  the   dire£tion   pofts,    they 

ihoyld  be  multiplied  at  every  corner.     In 

that  conteft  between  the  fexes>  which  con-* 

fifts  in  the  lady's  endeavouring  to  entrap  a 

wealdiy  partner  who  will  let  her  da(h,  and 

the  '  gentlennan's   wilhing  to  fcize  upon 

ftkne  pretty  girl  who  wilt  bok  fmart  in 

bis  j^aeton,  fiiccefs  (as  it  is  called)  ge- 

nc^rally  crowns  the  hero.     Let  not  this 

combat  of  artifice  be  rendered  yet  more 

unequal 
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unequal  on  the  heroine's  fkdc^  by  her  be- 
ing pre-aflfured  that  to  yield  W  to  conquer  ^ 
nor  let  the  fmiling  fophift  of  falfe  conipaf- 
fion  aflfure  her,  that  fo  little  difgrace  is 
attached  to  defeat,  thae  people  go  on  juft 
as  well  without  as  with  a  charadber. 

It  i$  fuperfluous  to  ftate  how  ftrongly 
religion  recommends  the.  virtue  of  wMch 
we  have  been  treating^  br  how  polkivdy 
it  dAiounces  the  wrath  of  God  againfl:  aU 
who  Jive  in  a  courfe  of  thofe  fins,  which 
are  now  adorned  in  /uch  foft .  colours  by  • 
our  pfeudo-fenlimental  moralifts.  It  is 
only  by  a  derdiftion  of  religious*  prin- 
ciple, that  the  world  can  lofe  fight  of  the 
enornuty  of  thofe  vices  which  are  oppofite 
to  purity.  I  will  therefore  only  rtjpeat 
the  obfervation,  that  our  Lord  has  ex- 
tended thofe  perfonal  reftraints,  which  the 
law  of  nature  and  the  Mofaical  covenant 
enjoined,  to  "  the  inward  man;"  and, 
having  banifiied  fin  from  its  fecret^  holds, 

he 
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he  pronounced  the  fublime  beatitude  of 
the  pure  in  heart,  namely,  that  *'  they  fhaU 
«  fee  God." 

The  next  fen^iinine  quality  oh  which  I ' 
mean  to  offer  a  few  remarks  is  benevo-' 
knee.     This  is  a  plant  which,  if  not  of 
native  growth,  is  fo  congenial  to  the  foil 
of  this  country,  that  there  is  no'  period  of 
our  hiftory  in  which   its  fruits  have  not 
been  cc^ious.     Wealth,  like  a  rich  ma- 
nure, has  produced  a  yet  more  redundant 
crop ;  and  in  thcfc  times  of  commercial 
profperity,  it  fcems  only  neceflary  to  pub- 
lifli  diftrefs  to  procure  liberal  aid.     To 
ftimulate  the  hand  of  affluence  to  (hake 
its  fuperflux  to  want,  is  therefore  an  un- 
neceflary  tafk  ;  fafliion  has  lent  her  aid  to 
beneficence  5  and  avarice  is  with  one  con- 
fcnt  hunted  from  fociety,  and  forced  to 
hide  in  contempt  behind  his  heaps  of  gold. 
Shall  Ibe  clafled  among  his  latent  vota-- 
rics,  if  I  lament,  that  in  the  rage  pf  cry- 
Tot;  ii,  Q  ing 
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ing  down  farftmovy^  a  very  valuable  hotifc- 
wife  of  paft  times,  who  aflifted  our  an- 
ceftors  in  diftributing  their  frugal  bounty^ 
Ites  been  fent  to  Coventry,  after  that 
*'  curfed  carle  hated  of  God  and  men  ?'' 
And  yet,  without  aconomy^  benevolence 
can  have  few  difciples.  To  give  what 
you  fcarcely  know  how  elfe  to  apply,  caa 
hardly  be  called  an  exercife  of  that  charity 
•'  which  feeketh  not  her  own/*  It  is  by 
the  facrifice  of  our  pleafures,  or  by  the 
limitation  of  our  deiires  and  accuftomed 
comforts,  that  we  fulfil  the  two  injunc- 
tions of  ^'  letting  our  moderation  be  known 
**  to  all  men,**  and  .of  "  doing  to  others 
**  as  we  would  they  fhould  do  unto  us.** 
Beneficence^  like  "  mercy,  is  blefled  in  him 
^*  who  gives  and  in  him  who  takes,** 
when,  by  exercifing  this  quality  at  the  ex- 
pence  of  a  favourite  inclination,  we  pit- 
vent  our  paflions  from  gaining  domination 
over  us^  iUKi^obtain  a  xcal  conquefl:  over 
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^uffelVes  by  the  z6t  which  adminifteit 
luccour  to  the  afflifted.  The  pleafure  df 
giving,  is  never To  exquifitcly  felt  as  whcn^ 
by  experiencing  fome  privaciofis^  we  cail 
more  forcibly  corttraft  the  differcint  fcnfa- 
tionsof  enjoynrient  knd  witht.  In  pfdjJor-* 
tion  ias  the  cravings  of  fclf-love  are  forcfei 
into  a  narfow  fphcrc,  the  generous  feeU 
ings  of  good -will  expand.  Nor  is  thi 
advantage  liniited  td  this  one  point ;  by 
thinking  iefs  of  our  own  wants  and  de- 
lires,  the  real  evils  of  life  are  rendered 
fndre  fupportable.  I  have  feeh  (and  y6tir 
KC(^le6lion>  ttiy  dear  Mifs  M-— — ,  wift 
enable  you  to  identify  thelriftance  I  allude 
td)  the  paftgs  of  an  ciscci^uciatihg  difcafc 
diminfifhed,  by  the  atterittori  of  the  fuflcrer 
being  divdrted  fo  the  wants  of  the  fick  vtl- 
ligers  J  4ftd  when  food  failed  to^ftrengthea 
her  own  laingtiid  Tririne,  and  medicine  had 
ttdtfcing  to  offer  but  tiWe  LeAean  draught 
of/#WttW  fcrifci  ^e  ftaVc  both  beheld  dte 
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pallid  countenance  lighted  up  by  the  be- 
nevolent intentions  of  a  heart  pradifed  ia 
the  duty  of  confidering  the  neceffities  of 
its  fellow-creatures. 

Unlefs  Benevolience  chance  to  be  the 
adopted  child  of  afflqenccj  it  muft  ac«* 
knowledge  felf-denial  and  ceconomy  for 
its  parents.  If  it  hzvc  the  Chriftian  grace 
of  charity  for  its  inftrudor,  and  the  love 
of  God  for  its  motive,  it  nauft  prefer  but 
not  affeif  privacy.  It  fpeaks  in  all  the 
adions  of  facial  life^  and  it  brightens  the 
imile  of  conjugal  or  maternal  affeftioi^ 
As  a  daughter,  it  is  attentive  and  dvftifuli 
it  is  liberal  and  confiderate  as  a  lifter,  h 
exercifes  its  heavenly-mindednefs  in  vsu- 
rious  ways,  befide  the  mere  aft  of  giving  ^ 
and  among  its  valuable  endowments  w^ 
muft  reckon  the  meekneis'  with  which  it 
enduKs  the  reproach  x>f  parfimony,  from 
thofe  who  only  d^fciern  its  care  to  avoid 
^nneceilary  cxpeuce^  but  not  it$  ajfpro^ 

friatioH 
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^xious  to  be  known' as  the  firft  patronefs 
of  any  new  charity  j  bih:  if  the  wants' 
of  thofe  who  have  a  claim  to  its  ^fliftance' 
leave  any  furplus,  it  drops  its  dole  linob-** 
fct^ed  into  the  treafuty  of  fomc  approved 
iriftitutiOn.  You  will  obferve/  I  am  here* 
fpeaktng  oftHat  ftyle  of  Benevolence  which 
fuits  a  woman  of  a.  private  ftation  and' 
moderate  fortune.  When  rank,  powei'j 
&  affluetice,  eftlkrge  the  fphere  of  our  in-* 
ikience,  our  efforts  to  ferve  our  fellow- 
creatures  (hould  take  a  wider  range^  and^ 
cronfequently  miift  attra6t  celebrity.  It  ii 
the  confideration,  that  limited  powers  can- 
not do  much.  Well;  and  that  a ////Zf,  well 
performed,  is  better  than  a  lame  partial 
execution  of  great  defigns,  which  makes 
me  recommend  to  the  generality  of  my 
fex  the  regular  performance  of  known  vir- 
tues, in  preference  to  that  eager  purfuit  of 
diftant  theoretical  good,  which  is  likely 
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to  expoie  them  to  the  aflaults  of  vanity^  or 
the  mifcry  of  difappoinfiment.  In  the. 
itation  where  Providence  has  placed  usy 
our  exertion  is  molt  required  and  will  be 
mod  beneBcial. 

Contrafted  with  the  charaAer  of  in- 
born^  and  often  unobfenred  benevolencet, 
let  us  next  exhibit  that  fliowy  liberalitf 
>rhich  pafles  fo  extremely  well  in  the  world. 
It  has  been  humoroufly  identified,  by  a 
perfon's  anxioufly  foliciting  to  carry  the 
plate  at  puUic  contributions,  as  the  only 
way  of  ejcafing  from  fubfcribing  his  mite. 
Qreat  zeal  for  the  indigent,  is  adopted  by 
ipany  as  the  readieft  pailport  t^  the  tables 
of  the  great  \  where,  by  a  willing  facrificc 
qf  time,  and  a  little  adroif  nianagement, 
t|iey  ga;n  the  name  of  "  n[ioft  worthy 
*^  cjre^tures.'*  If  they  have  no  near  coot 
nexions  to  reproach  them  with  inattention, 
I  have  OTily  to  hope  that  their  judgement 
^4  integrity  are  as  unqueftiQijablc  as  tbdr 
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zeal  is  confpicuous ;  they  may  then  prove 
fafe  and  expeditious  channels  to  convey 
the  overflowings  of  prosperity  to  the  thirfty 
foil  of  want.  Yet,,  unlefs  circumftances 
impofc  a  neceflity  for  fo  doing,  I  would> 
on,  many  accounts,  interdict  the  inter- 
vention of  an  almoner  -,  and  this  on  more 
general  motives  than  the  mifapplications 
which  fometimes  occur.  The  giver  (hould 
not  iofe  the  benefic  of  that  perfonal  ac-* 
quaintancc  wich  forrow,  which  ftrengthens. 
the  focial  ties, .  correds  the  caprices  of 
f^ftidious  fi:lfrimportance,  and  turns  the 
narrow  aims  of  individual  gratification^' 
into  gratitude  to  that  Providence  who  ap- 
points wealth  as  the  fteward  and  difpenfer^ 
rather  than  the  confumer  of  its  accumu- 
lated bounties.  I  might  alfo  add,  how 
much  this  benevolent  intercourfe  between 
the  rich  and  poor,  the  great  and  lowly, 
enlarges  the  mind  and  improves  the  man- 
ners of  both  parties.      When  a  lady  of 
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rank  furveys  a  healthy  groupe  of  young 
cottagers,  vying  with  each  other  for  fkill 
arid  adroitnefs  at  their  various  occupa- 
tionS)  and  watching  with  anxious  glance 
the  hour-glafs,  which,  if  nearly  exhaufted^ 
upbraids  them  with  having  previoufly 
loitered,  and  renninds  them -of  the  proba- 
bility of  their  dame's  inflifting  an  addi- 
tional tafk,  (he  may  form  fome  notion  of 
the  value  of  the  moments  which  Ihe  is 
anxious  to  wade.  Or  when  (he  fees  the 
care-worn  mother  dividing  the  brown  loat 
in  equal  portions  among  her  childreny 
whofe  countenances  brighten  with  the  glow 
of  pleafure  as  they  fucceflively  relieve  the 
qravings  of  hunger,  flie  may  learn  ta 
compare  the  expences  of  vanity  and  be- 
nevolence, and  to  eftimate  their  fpeeific: 
gratifications.  But  the  bed  of  ficknefs, 
cfpecially  when  attended  by  its  frightful 
concomitant,  penury,  will  afford  her  the 
bcft  leffon  to  check  the  repinings  of.dif*. 
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cbntcnt,  and  all  the  various  pangs  of  envy, 
ambition,  and  pridej  which  teach  the  fick- 
ly  daughters  of  fpleen  to  quarrel  with 
profperity.     On  the  fide  of  the  indigent, 
this  focial  intercourfe  with  their  iuperiors 
would  prove  the  bcft  check  to  the  demo- 
cratical  fpirit  that  is  let  loofe  among  them. 
They  would  find  themfclves  often  called 
upon  to  obferve  the  attractions  of  graceful  • 
manners^  and  the  advantage  of  fuperior 
information.  .  The  narrow,  but  too  ge- 
neral^ prejudice^  which  has  been  excited 
againfl:  the  apparently  more  favoured  part 
of   our  fpeciesy    would  be  abated;  and^ 
grateful  attachment  to  friends  and  bene* 
fa£tors,  would  foon  eradicate  the  idea  that  ^ 
lords  and  ladies  are  but  poor  creatures, . 
were  4t  not  that  they  have  gpt  the  upper  - 
hiand  in  this  world.  ^ 

Much  previous  khowlcdgr  of  humble 
life  is  neceflary,  to  enable  the  liberally- 
diipofed  heart  to  diflribute  it  bounty  mdn 

Q  5  dif^ 


346 

cUrcretion.    Indifcrimioate  relief  i$  worfe 

than  injudicious;  it  is  prejudicial.    Kaow^ 

edge  of  what  a  poor  family  ought  to  earn) 

aqd  what  they  mud  fpend,  fliould  (except 

in  extreme  c^fcs)  prececie  relief.    Much 

public    injury  is  done  by  increafing  the 

luspunous  habits  which  are  become  fo  very. 

prevalent  in  the  lower  clafles.  High  wages 

and  great  earnings  are,   in  general^  the 

parents  of    difiBpation  and  want.     As  a 

trading  nation^  tbefe  exorbitant  demands 

niuft  ultimately  ruin  our  manufaftures,  hj^ 

enhancing  their  price ;  and  if  we  confidqr 

the  cafe  as  relating  taaChriftian  country, 

we  have  only  to  compare  the  morals  of  the 

poor  in  a  flourifhing  manu&<5turing  town^ 

and  in  an  obfcure  country  village,  to  fee 

the  evils  that  enfue  from  profufe  gains. 

Society,  therefore,  cannot  be  benefited 
by  introducing  expenfive  refinements  into 
humble  life  5  and  it  is  melancholy  to  re- 
flefti  that  habitual  alms,  if  very  libera^ 
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beftowed,  often  corrupts  the  manners  of 
the  individual  whom  it  particularizes. 
Induflry  fliould  be  affifted  and  ftimulaiedi 
not  deadened  OT  Juperfeded  i  and^  except  ia 
cafes  of  urgent  calamity*,  a  moral  pre^ 
ference  fliould  be  obfcrved.  This  is  cer-^ 
tainly  contrary  to  the  inverted  clima:^  bj^ 
which  fal(e  philanthropy  afcends  ^  from 
^  the  crufh'd  beetle,"  to  J*  poor  fuf&pw 
**  ing  guilt/*  and  excludes  from  its  lynn 
pathy  only  thofc  objects  which  fhould  moft 
powerfully  attradt  it;  but  falfc  philanv 
thropy  is  the  puling  offspring  of  fcniiment 
and  feeling,  not  of  principle.  Beneath 
its  inSuence,  a  Peregrine.  Rochdale,  wh(y 
Jias  run  away  from  his  father  without  any 
provocation,  (hall  only  be  anxious  to  pre«4 
ferve  the  ten  thoufand  pounds  which  he 
capricioufly  deftines  to  reward  an  acci- 
dental benefadion ;  but  (hall  cxpreis  no 
folicitude  to  know  whether  hfe  defected 
fanoiiy  are^in  existence,  or  nee4  his  a/fift- 
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ancc;  though  he  certainly  ntmft  have  owed 
them  infinitely  fuperior  obligations,  which 
be  does  not  even  pretend  were  cancelled 
by  unkindnefs,  A  Charles  Surface,  di- 
felted  by  the  fame  tutor,  (hall  defraud  a 
creditor,  and  beftow  a  large  fum  on  an 
unknown  petitioner.  But  thofe  who  di- 
xc6t  the  feelings  of  hunaanity  by  the  light 
of  the  gofpel  well  know,  that  they  are  firft 
jFcquired  to  ihew  "  piety  at  home,  and 
!'  to  requite  their  parents ;  for  that  4S 
^  good  and  acceptable  before  God*;"  be- 
caufe  "  if  any  provide  not  for  his  own, 
^  and  cfpecially  for  thofe  of  his  own 
^'  houfe,  he  hath  denied  the  faith,  and  is 
^'  worfe  than  an  infidel."  Thus  exprefsly 
does  the  religion  of  the  bleffed  Jefus 
ftrengthen  and  confirm  that  evidence  which 
nature  bears  to  the  primary  obligation  of 
domeftic  duties,  and  efpecially  to  the 
£lial  and  parental,  which  our  philanthro- 

^  2  ift  Timothy,  chap.  5tb,  4th  «nd  8th  vedes. 
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pifts>  in  the'r  rage  for  improvcnftent,  call 
the"  bllnd^  St  modification  of  fdf-love/' 
and  determine,  that,  *'  the  mind  (hould  be 
**  fteeled  againft  the  abfurd  prejudice  of 
<*  obeying  a  parent,  merely  becaulc  he  is 
**  a  parent."  And  with  relpeft  to  our 
allowing  liberality  to  precede  honefty, 
fcriptufe  records  a  decided  prohibition, 
by  exhorting  us  to  *^  provide  things  honefi: 
"  in  the  fight  of  all  men,"  and  "  to  owe 
**  no  man  any  thing,  fave.to  love  one 
*'  another."  Thefe  are  plain  contradic* 
tions  to  the  tenets  of  the  new  Lyceum, 
which  here,  as  in  every  other  cafe,  decrees 
that  pleafure  (hould  precede  duty*. 

.We  .mud  not,  however,  argue  from 
thcle  pofitive  precepts,  that  becaufe  we 
have  relations  or  creditors,  we  may  negleSt 
the  general  exercife  of  benevolence.  One 
'^ripture  rule  muft  be  expounded  by  ano- 

* 

•  Whoever  ttftowed  an  ^ins,  without  feeling  thai 
^ving  was  the  moft  exqoifite  of  pleafures  ? 

ther^ 


550' 

ihtr  i  and  every  virtue  kept  in  its  righr 
poiition,  by  a  clofe  contact  with  its  neigh-^ 
bouring  good  quality.  "  Whofo  hath  this 
"  world's  goods,  and  feeth  his  brother 
^  have  need,  and  fhuttcth  up  the  bowels 
*^  of  compaffion  from  him,  how  dwcUeth 
'*  the  love  of  God  in  him?*'  Compaffion 
and  lenity  are  placed  in  the  Gofpel  on  a 
much  more  ftabie  bafts  than  fentiment  or 
feeling  could  provide.  We  are  to  forgive 
our  offending  brethren,  becaufe  '*  God 
••*  has  forgiven  us;'*  we  are  to  relieve  the 
diftrefles  of  thofe  who  want  our  aid,  '^  be- 
^^  caufe  of  the  exceeding  great  kindnefs 
•*  which  our  heavenly  Father  and  our 
'^  only  Savigfur  have  fhewn  to  *  us." 
If  our  limited  means  will  not  keep  paccf 
with  our  wifhes  of  doing  good,  we  muft 
not  enlarge  them  by  an  unjuft  appro* 
priation  of  what  is  not  lawfully  qv^ 
own,  but  by  the  cheerful .  retrenchment 
or  facrifice  of  individjual  enjoyment  We 

muft 
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iVkJiSt  hujhand  our  little  modicum  with 
more  care,  beftow  it  with  more  cautious 
retention;  and  endeavour  to  add  to  its 
value  by  fuch  an  appropriation  of  time  of 
uUnfs^  ast  our  confcieace  (hall  tell  us 
vSX  beft  anfwer  the  end  of  promoting  the 
gli^  of  God  and  the  good  of  our  fcUow- 
clscaturcs, 

A$  a  contraft  to  the  random  or  dif. 
heneft  fchemes  which  falfe  liberality  prc- 
ftfiits,  in^  fentaftk:  arbitrary  rewards  of' 
mere  &vourites,  accidental  benefaflors^ 
p^tizans,  or  intcreiling  fuderers,  who  have 
ooly  local  or  capricious  claims  to  atten* 
tVim,  permit  me  to  recommend  to  your 
fmotts  confideration,  that  example  of  dif-^ 
cneet  benevjokHcey  which  iht  Jecandofy  pur- 
pdfe  of  the  parable  of  the  Good  Samaritan 
prefents  to  all  fubfequent  ages  of  the 
ChrilHan  world,  as  forcibly  as  its  firft  tHm 
ieiaian  fpake  to  the  hearts  of  its  iaimfedi- 
ate  hearersw    This  *  truly  beneficent  cha* 
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radtcr  does  not  negledl  his  oWh  irilmcdiate 
concerns,  and  fet  off  on  a  romantic  piU 
grimage  in  iearch  of  people  in  diRrefs* 
He  is  quietly  journeying,  when  he  nicets 
with  a  man  lying  on  the  road,  robbed, 
ftripped  of  his  raiment,  fcverely  wounded^ 
apd  half  dead.     A  priefl:  and  a  Levitc^ 
the  interpreter  of  the  law  and  officiating 
ixiinifter  of  religion,    have   not  only  Jeen 
the  fuffcrer  at  a  diftance,  but  have  aftu-- 
aiy gone  near  him,  difcovered  It  to  be  nO' 
cafe  oi pretended  calamity,  and  having  thus  • 
gratified  their  curiofity,    with  unnatural 
indifference  they  "  have  paffed  by  on  the 
"  other  fide,''  and  left  him  to^the  care  of 
chance  paffengers,  regardlefs  whether  thefe  • 
will  affift  his  miferies,  or  imitate  their  own> 
inhumanity.    But  in  the  heart  of  the  Sa- 
maritan compaffion  is  an  innate  principle, 
which  only  waits  to  'be  called  into  action. 
He  ftays  not  to  inquire,  whether  the  fuf- 
ferer  be  a  countryoun  or  a  ftranger,  a 
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friend  or  a  foe.  He  haftens  to  him,  "  binds 
up  his  wounds,'  pours  in  oil  and  wine, 
fets  him  upon  his  own  bcaft,  brings 
^  him  tcy  an  inn,  and  takes  care  of  him.'*^ 
A  fentimentai  philanthropift  of  the  new 
fchool  would  have  confidered  this  delinea- 
riofi  of  the  offices  of  benevolence  as  very 
£oId  and  infipid.  The  Samaritan,  with 
them>  would  have  devoted  himfelf  to  the 
fervkes  of  this  unhappy  unknown ;.  every 
plan  of  bufincfs,  every  tie  of  private  af- 
fection, oc  early  conneftion,  would  have 
been  Jvperjeded^  if  not  annihilated.  We 
flioukl  have  feen  the  kind  benefaftor  incef- 
iantly  watching  by  the  bed  of  the  wounded 
man,  who,  if  he  recovered,  would  have 
become  from  thenceforth  his  dear  eft  friend, 
or  if  be  died  would  have  been  the  object 
of  his  perpetual  regret.  The  fcripture, 
however,  informs  us,  that  the  Good  Sa- 
maritan departed  on  the  morrow  in  purfuit 
Df  his  own  affairs  i  but,  not  fatisfied  with 
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having  brought  the  miferable  being  whom 
he  had  faved  from  death  to  a  place  where 
his  wants  might  be  fupplied^  he  depofited 
a  fum  of  money,,  fuited  either,  to  his  own 
moderate  ability  or  to  the  probable  wants 
of  the  fufferer,  with  an  injunftion  to  the 
bod  to  take  care  of  him ;  afTuring.  him 
that  if  it  ihould  be  neceflary  to  incur 
more  expence,  it  fhould  .be  ^thfuDy  re^ 
paid.  Any  long  comment  oa  this  infiiruoi 
tive  parable  (which  many  have  fuppo&d 
to  be  a  real  hiftory)  is  unneccflbry.  Th« 
prejudiced  Jew  learned  by.  it,  that  tha 
bond  of  neighbourly  good-will  and  affift<^ 
ance  was  intended  to  comprize  all  man- 
kind ;  and  while  it  reproves  the  (tony 
heart  of  apathy  or  avarice,,  to  the  remotest 
ages  of  the  world,  it  will  alfo  inftruS  tbe^ 
foul  of  melting  tendernefs  fo  to  regulate 
its  feelings,  that  one  virtue  fhall  not  cn« 
croach  upon  another. 
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Candour  is  a  virtue  clofdy  allied  to 
benevolence ;  and  here  alfo  the  huoiour 
ef  the  tknes  makes  it  rather  neceflary  that 
we  ihould  deBne  its  reflratnts  than  en- 
foiirage  it3  unbounded  exercife.  It  is 
moft  true,  that  every  virtue  is  fituatcd  be- 
^een  twooppofite  vices,  into  one  of  which 
wc  are  fure  to  fall  the  moment  we  exceed 
die  Unlit  of  moderation.  To  define  what 
that  moderaiioQ  is,  we  muft  take  ferip- 
ture  for  our  guide ;  and  here,  as  I  before 
obferrcd  in  points  of  do,6lrine,  we  are  noc 
la  force. a  particular  text  into  the  fervice 
h£  a  :p0e«r conceived  opinion  or  ruling  paf- 
fpak  but  by  a  faithful  examination  of  the 
whole  tenor  of  the  facred  pages,  endeavour 
'With  fiiigleneis  of  heart  to  difcover  how  far 
dir  own  belief  and  pradice  accords  with 
tiu^  revealed  will  of  God.  As  it  is  cer- 
tainly contrary  to  the  purpofes  of  the  Al- 
ixughty,  to  confoynd  the  diftindion  of 
^g^aodwrongi  t^uthandfalfehood,  vice 

and 
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virtue,  we  are  not  required,  in  our  manrtcf 
of  fpeaking  of  thefe  oppofite  qualities,  Ui 
forget  that  they  are  diJlinSl  and  alfo  irrf- 
concilable.  When  we  read  or  hear  of  men* 
ftrous  crimes,  the  equivocal  expreflions  of 
5*  we  hope  all  is  for  the  beft,.'*  or  **  what* 
"  ever  is  is  right,"  do  not  imply  candouf/ 
but  imbecility,  indifference,  or  even  a  la^ 
tent  prepofleffion  in  favour  of  what  wc 
ought  to  condemn  in*  pofitive:  terms ;  un-' 
kfs  we  further  explain  our  meanings  to  be/ 
that  wc  entirely  rely  on  the  fecret  counfek 
of  that  Divine  Being,  ^^^o  makes  even 
the  ftubborn  wills  and  unruly  defines  b£ 
men  advance  the  defigni  of  his  over-rulingf 
Providence. 

The  foft  extenuating  tone  which  is  oftcrt' 
vfedwhcn  we  dcfcribc  the  licentious  vices^r 
is  as  ofifenfive  to  true  candour^  as  it  is  to 
genuine  purity.  We  may.  (nay,  indecdi- 
as  Chriftians,  w«  muft)  J^i/)^  the  flaves  of 
fin  V  but  then  wc  muft  pity  them  9^flai^ 

and* 
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ind  ftmiers.    Apologies  arc  for  great  of* 
fences  not  only  undue  lenity  to  offenders, 
but  uncharitablenefs  to  innocence,  whofc 
danger  (as  it  has  been  before  obferved) 
Is 'thereby  increafed.     I  cannot,  however, 
allot  the  praife  of  fuperior  candour,  or 
even  gentknefSy  to  thofc  who  thus  prefcis 
thdtnfclves  the  cxcufers  of  vice.     They 
are  fddom  unfkilled  in  ^^  taunting  pro- 
verbs of  reproach,"  which  are  bellowed 
widi  little  mercy  on  all  the  venial  errors 
of  the  fiicnds  of  order,  decorum,  and  re- 
li^dn,  ;if  not  in  the  fhape  of  perfonal  in« 
Tcdive,  at  lead  as  an  aggregate  body. 
Abftraft  abufe  is  here  very  ferviceablej 
bigotry,  rigidity,  formality,  faftidioufnefs, 
and  fS^pulous  piinftillo,  ^may,  by  that 
■'  ladtude.  of  inverted  meaning,  which  the 
WW  fyftem  of  elocution  permits,  be  con- 
verted into  moft  powerfuLengines  to  bat* 
to  down  refpeft  for  all  ancient  inftitu- 
^MS|  aod  even  for  the  laws  of  God,  wbicb 

candour 


i 


358 

cindour  (a  heavenly  emanation  from  the 
pure  fpirit  af  charity)  may  thus  be  made 
W  deftroy. 

Is  candour  then  to  be  tdtally  baniihed 
in  thcfe  cafes  ?  By  no  nieans.  When  wc 
read  a  controverfial  work>  or  one  that^^ 
pofes  our  own  principles,  we  muft  Mt 
ftrain  the  author's  meaning  by  fuch  io" 
i^endos  and  inferences  as  an  impartial  um- 
pire would  pronounce  to  be  unfair,  I  do 
not  fay  as  the  author  would  himfelf  dif* 
claim;  for  ingenuoufnefs  is  not  thecha- 
radfceriftic  of  literary  difcuffion;  nor  de 
they  who  are  fmitten  with  the  wifli  ci 
making  converts  always  iifcover  the  yoke 
to  which  their  pupils  are  to  fubmit.  Dor 
not,  without  fufficicnt  evidence,  ficlieve 
that  a  rieafonable  creatarecan  cooly.jufti^ 
the  horrid  deeds  which  ^narch7and  atbaftn^ 
have  recently  committed  5  but  if  you  fW- 
ceivc.  the  leaven  of  dertiocracy  to  work  i* 
the  iAa&i  i  few  condciktory  exalstfimtiMi* 
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the  fad  extremes  to  which  good  tntetttionf 

liave  been  hurried  by  oppojition,  muft  not 

cheat  your  fimplicity.     And  with  refpcft 

to  flagrant  breaches  in   moral  re6titude, 

your  fentiments  muft  principally  be  de-- 

tcrmined  by  the  proofs  on  which  the  ac- 

cufation  refts.     To  deted  flander  is  tho 

province  of  candour  5  yet  if  the  guilt  bo 

indifputable»  yoCi  .muft  not  let  the  con^ 

iiderdtion  of  the  beauty^,  fweetnefs,  ele- 

^afice, .  benevolencej  or  local  (ituation  of 

the  offender,  make  you  infenfiblc  of  the 

enormity  of  ^he  offence ;  for  candour  does. 

vDot  donfift  in  mitigating  crimes,  but  in 

•diftrufting  their  reality,  or  in  hoping  that 

ihe  culprits  retain  fome  good  properties 

nvhich  may  ultimately  lead  them  back  t& 

stjpentatice. 

pur  chief  opportunity  for   excrcifing 

l&tridour  is  with  the  leflcr  errors  and  im- 

])erfections  of  our  fellow-creatures,   and 

c^ially  of  tJK^ic  with  whom  we  are  moft. 

nearly 
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nearly  connefted.  The  allowances  that 
we  are  called  upon  to  make  for  human  in-^ 
firnaity,  whenever  our  minds  become/pain^ 
jfe/Zyimprefled  by  a  fenfe  of  ill  ufage,  mif- 
conduft,  unkindnefs,  neglc6t,  or  feverity, 
will  be  moft  properly  t:onfidered  under 
the  head  of  fwectnefs  of  temper ',  a  quality 
wliicJh  our  male  partners  confider  a$  fo  in- 
difpenfably  neceflary  to  our  fex,  that  they 
feldom  will  allow  any  other  virtue,  how- 
ever pre-eminently  excellent,  to  be  an  adc^ 
quate  fubftitute  for  this  fundamental  prin* 
cipfc  of  female  worth  and  utility. 

I  am  one  of  thofe  who  think,  that  a 
predileftion  for  unrefifting  fweetnefs  may 
be  urgjcd  to  an  extreme  that  is  tinfavour- 
0ble  to  the  virtue  and  happinefe  of  both* 
fexes.  The  primeval  defign  of  God  iit 
the  creation  of  woman,  that  {ht  fhould  be 
the  help-mate  of  man,  certainly  extended 
to  his/pirifual  as  well  as  temporal  exiftence. 
Ifj  from  mixing  lefs  with  the  bufy  fcenes 

of 
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fit  aftive  lifej  flie  be  lefs  capable  of  de« 

ciding  widi   propriety  in  points  wherein. 

acutenefsj  penetration^  and  what  is  termed 

policyj  are  neceffary,    her  principles,  it 

mud  be  granted,  are  for  this  reafon  lefs 

likely  to  be  contaminated  by  collifion  of 

intereft,  and  all  the  crooked  machinations 

of  over-reaching  ambition.     This  fubjeft 

might  be  beft  confidercd,  when  we  come 

to^that  mod  intimate  connexion  with  men, 

of  which  obedience  forms  our  diflindlive 

obligation.    But  as,  with  few  exceptions, 

fubfervience  is  claimed  from  us  by  all  our 

male  relatives,  it  may  not  be  improper  to 

obferve,  that  whenever  they  err,  cither  in 

morals  or  principles,  a  mild  yet  marked  dif- 

^probation  is '  not  pertinacity^  but  forti^ 

tude.    It  is,  perhaps,  the  mod  difficult  in- 

ftance  which  a  really  amiable  woman  can 

give  of  command  of  temper  j  fincc  no- 

thing  can  be  more  contrary  to  her  feelings, 

than  to  find  herfelf  called  upon  by  con- 

VOL.  II.  R  fcience 
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fcience  to  prefer  contention  to  acquief- 
ccncc,  or  conftraint  to  cordial  intcrcourfc; 
You  will  readily  fuppofe,  that  I  am  not 
claiming  a  licence  to  defend  the  vanities, 
the  punftilios,  or  the  diftinftions,  which 
weak  or /Wayward  women  deem  of  fo 
rhuch  importance,  but  for  which  the  wife 
would  never  rilk  the  btefling  of  do- 
ineftic  concord.  I  am  fuppofing  the 
occafion  which  gives  rife  to  oppofition  to 
be  really  itnpoi-tant,  and  to  proceed  from 
a  fenfe  of  duty  to  a  parent,  juftice  to  an 
injured  fifter,  affeftion  to  an  ill-treated 
child,  attachment  to  a  deferving  friend, 
or  a  full  conviftion  of  the  bad  confe- 
quenccs  of  the  errors  that  we  wifli  to 
dieck.  The  lefs  the  queftion  in  dilputc 
is  connefted  with  felf,  the  lefs  fulpiciou$ 
will  be  the  conteft ;  and  as  the  cijcS  for 
which  we  contend  Ihould  be  evidently 
important,  the  means  by  which  we  en- 
deavour   to    gain  our  point  fhould  be 

blamelcls- 
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falamelefs.  Loud  keen  i5ve£tive>  known 
by  the  name  of  fcolding,  is  hot  only 
wrong,  but  injudicious ;  for  it  is  tht  fureft 
means  of  defeating  the  purpofe  which  ic 
feeks  to  fecure.  Sullen  morofenefs  is  ftill 
worfes  and  tears  of  anger  or  difdain^  af- 
.fcdted  indifpofition,  and  every  fpecies  of 
art  and  trick,  though  more  generally  fuc- 
ceisful  than  the  flraight  forward  method  ' 
of  the  blunt  virago,  conftitute,  in  th« 
opinion  of  every  ingenuous  perfon,  a  far 
more  deteftable  character. 

I  muft  here  obferve  (though  with  fomc 
.degree  of  apprehenfion,  for  I  feel  that  I 
am  treading  on  very  tender  ground,  and 
tremble  at  the  thought  of  leaguing  every 
.ion  of  Adam  againft  me  in  defence  of  their 
darling  prerogative),  that  when  men  ele- 
vated fmiling  acquiefcence  into  the  firft 
of  female  excellences,  they  indulged  their 
'    humour  at  the  expence  of  their  under- 
ftandiogs.     This  preference   indicates   a 

R  2  con- 
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'torifcioufrtcfs  that  they  thcmfclvcs  are 
'Wayward  cbildreHf  who  require  to  ht  footbed 
and  flattered^  and  not  the  guardians  and 
inftruSlors  of  the  inferior  fcx;  the  flaves  of 
their  own  paflions,  and  not  the  "  offspring 
**  of  heaven  and  earth,  and  all  earth's 
*'  lord."  Are  a  fycophant  and  a  flavc 
really  more  valuable  than  a  monitor  and  a 
friend?  They  maft  not  pretend  to  urge, 
that  they  need  no  monitor ;  for  in  that 
cafe  they  would  be  deftkute  of  thofe  ca- 
pricious humours  for  which  they  claim 
indulgence,  and  which  they  fay  it  is  our  chief 
duty  and  deftination  to  attend  to.  Is  not 
fidelityi,  I  would  a(k,  valuable;  is  not  dif- 
cretion  a  pearl  above  price,  and  pure  af- 
fefition  a  blefling  which  makes  earth  like 
heaven  ?  And  can  (he  be  faithful,  difcreet, 
or  afFettionate,  who  fees  you  totter  on  a 
precipice,  or  madly  fport  with  your  repu- 
tation, health,  or  fortune,  and  can  yet 
prefcrve  the  fmile  of  tranquillity,  and  for- 
bear 
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bear  to  warn  yoif  of  your  danger  ?  But  I 
mu&  (lop  this    excurfive  expoftulation ; 

our  prefcnt  dcfign,  my  dear  Mifs  M , 

is  with  the  charafters  and  duties  of  wo* 
men  ;  and  as  the  latter  often  fpring  out  of 
the  faults  of  men,  we  fhould  confider  how 
we  may  bed  adapt  our  minds  to  our  lot, 
rather  than  fpend  our  time  in  ufelcfsly  la- 
menting that  this  '<  lot  is  not  always  caft  ia 
fair  ground/' 

The  right  (I  fliould  fpfak  more  cor- 
fc&ly  in  faying  the  duty)  of  refiftancc,. 
upon  really  important  occafionsy  being  ad^ 
mittedxand  the  cxercife  of  it  limited  within 
the  mod  exaft  bounds'  of  prudence  and 
iogenuoufnefsy  I  muft  now  obferve,  that 
a&  our  relative  fituation  caulcs  us  many 
trials  from  the  coercion  of  our  wills,  and 
from  oppofition  to  our  interefts^  we  (hould 
be  careful  of  adding  to  the  number,  by 
introducing  domeftic  traitors  into  our  own 
hofoms.     For  a  very  fhort  period  of  our 

R  3  lives/ 
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lives,  during  the  reign  of  youth  and  Beair- 
ty,  man  affcfts  to  compliment  us  witfc 
an  oftentatious  (how  of  pre-eminence  ^  I 
fliould  rather  have  faid,  ufed  to  affe&  to^ 
compliment  us;  for  fafliion  has  now  al- 
moft  annihilated  our  fantaftic  empire,  by 
oonfining  the  attentions  of  gallantry  to  that 
part  of  our  lives  when  they  muft  either 
be  unmeaning  or  criminal.  Many  (may 
I  not  fay  moft?)  of  our  fex,  from  their 
cradle  to  their  grave,  fcarcely  know  the 
exercife  of  free  will,  either  in  the  dilpofal 
of  their  time  or  their  fortunes,  in  the  choice 
of  pleafures  or  purfuits,  in  the  fele<ftion 
of  friends  or  acquaintance,  or  even  ifi  de- 
termining the  fpot  of  earth  on  which  they 
would  refide.  I  am  far  from  infinuaring^ 
or  believing,  that  this  dependant  date  Js 
really  a  misfortune ;  I  acjquiefce  in  the  fa- 
pient  conclufion,  that  to  a  confcientious^ 
mind  **  Command  is  anxiety,  and  obedi* 
"  encc  cafej"  yet  as  obedience  is  our  lot, 

how 
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fiow  ought  wc,  from  early  youth,  to  cul- 
tivate tnc  paflive  virtues  j  how  carefully 
fliould  we  rcftrain  and  check  thofe  ftormy 
pailions^  irregular  defires,  and  eager  wifties, 
which  will  in  our  future  lives  prove  to  us 
like  the  ftream  which  increafed  the  con- 
funiing  thirft  of  Tantalus  !  Since  there  is 
little  or  no  probability  that  we  Ihall  ever  be 
permitted  to  fet  out  in  fearch  of  adventi- 
tious pleafures,  at  leaft  not  to  feleft  fuch  as 
wc  fancy  would  be  mod  gratifying  to  our 
taftcj  how  careful  fhould  we  be  to  make 
our  own  bofoms  the  feat  of  that  peacq 
which,  as  "  the  world  cannot'give,"  fo,moft 
happily,  "  the  world  cannot  take  away  V* 
I  am  not  here  recommending  melancholjr^ 
abftraftion,  or  mortified  indifference  to 
fublunary  things  ;  the  difpofition  of 'min4 
that  I  would  inculcate,  is  humble  refigna- 
tion  and  cheerful  content.  It  is  a  rejoicing 
in  the  good  that  we  poflefs,  and  a  quiet 
furrendcr  of  our  own  wills  i  which  temper 

R  4  refults 


rcfults  alike  from  a  firm  confidence  in  the^ 
geodnefs  of  God,  a  proper  fenfe  of  our' 
own  unv^efthinefs,  and  a  juft  eftimation  of 
terreftrial  objcfts,  whether  confidercd  withf 
refpeft  to  their  value  or- duration,,  as  they 
affedt  ourfelvcs  or  our  fellow- creatures. 
When  fweetncfs  of  temper  is  thus  foundecf 
upon  principle,  I  will  not  fuffcr  any  m(di 
orator  to  be  its  more  devoted  panegyriftr 
It  deferves  every  epithet  of  heavenly  and 
angelical ;  for  it  is,  indeed,  the  temper  of 
angels,  and  the  frame  of  mind  which  pre^ 
dominates  among  the  bleffed  inhabitants 
of  Heaven.  Yet,  notwithftanding  this  holy 
elevation  of  foul,  and  benign  compofed- 
nefs  of  charafter,  I  muft  fuppofe  it  poP 
fible,  that  a  woman  thus  endowed  is  not 
an  indifferent  fpedator  of  the  paffing  fcene. 
She  cannot  meet  the  man,  to  whom  Ihe  is 
]inkcd  by  the  tie  of  kindred  or  affeftion, 
witli  a  gay  good  humour>  when  he  is  dif- 
guifcd  by  paflion  or  deformed  by  vice* 

'  Sincerity 
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Sincerity  (I  muft  repeat)  is  a  prime  in- 
gredient in  the  charadler  of  real  fweetncfs;. 
and  when  pained  aSe(5lion  forcibly  wrings 
the  heart>  the  fmile  of  gentlenefs  can  but 
feebly  break  (QOt  through  the  cloud  of 
paffion  but)  through  the  night  of  woe. 

Little  merit  fhould  be  afcribed  to  that 
ibrt  of  animal  good  humour»  which  con- 
fids  in  being  infenfible  to  the  finer  feelings 
of  morality.  If  we  analyze  this  quality^ 
wc  (hall  perceive  that  it  is  really  nothing 
better  than  mere  felfi(hne{s>  which^  pro- 
vided no  immediate  ill  afFe&s  itfelf,  is 
willing  (in  the  well-known  phrafe)  to 
"  let  the  world  Aide."  I  allow  as  little 
credit  to  that  exterior  polijhy  and  ground 
down  Jmoothnejs  of  dcportnient,  which 
fubftitutes  command  of  teaiper  for  real 
gentlenefs.  The  known  {iredileflion  which 
men  entertain  for  eafy  partners,  has  made 
many  female  hypocrites,  and  (efpccially  in 
the  fccond;  claffes  of  fociety)  has  intror* 

R  5    -  duced 
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duce4  an  unvarying  foftncfs,  n  goarrfciJ 
acquicfcence,    a  cautious  equanimity   of 
manner,  as  remote  from  real  good  temper; 
as   the.  drawling   fentirnental   whine    by 
which  it  is  accompanied  is  from  true  be-  - 
nevolencc.     A  remarkably  low  tone  of 
voice,    and  an    unfwerving  quietnefs  of 
manner^  are  the  difguifes  which  the  con- 
fcious  termagant  would  fiaturally  aflume, 
who,    fearing  her  own  vehemence,  dares 
not  permit  her  feelings  the  leall  indul- 
gence in  public;  and  atones  for  thefc  oc- 
Cafional  reftriftions,  by  fufFering  the  ac- 
cumulated load  of  fplcen   to  burft  in  a 
torrent  on  her  near  connexions  or    de- 
pendants.    But  as  the  eafy  elegance  of 
the  true  woman   of  fafhion,  is  very  dif- 
tinguifhable  from  the  overcharged  fiaery 
of  vulgar  imitators,  who  endeavour  to 
awe  you  into  admiration  of  their  coftly 
attire ;  fo  a  difcerning  eye  will  foon  dif- 
criminate  between  the  artiefs  eafe  of  resA 

meeknefs^ 
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Ineekn^fs^  ;ind  the  guarded  evennefs  of 
aflumed  gentlencfs.  The  confcioufnefs  of 
having  nothing  to  difguifc,  will  give  aa 
honeft  animation  to  the  countenance  of  the 
former ;  while  every  feature  of  the  latter 
remains  fixed  in  the  icy  coldnefs  of  frigid 
propriety;  for  it  dares  not  venture  to  in» 
dulge  the  honeft  blufh  of  kindling  fenfibi-^ 
lity,  or  the  fpontaneous  exclamation  of  ge- 
nerous indignation.  The  whole  deportnfKnt 
of  the  ftudied  character  will  be  fo  very 
rightj  as  to  be  in  reality  wrong ;  fo  very 
obliging,  as  never  to  oblige;  and  fo 
uniformly  amiable>  as  to  excite  the  dif- 
truft  of  all  who  give  themfelves  time  to 
reflect,  that  where  fo  much  care  has  been 
beftowed  upon  manners^  the  inward  dif- 
pofitions  of  the  heart  are  likely  to  have 
remained  unregulated.  Yet  fo  many  re- 
folute  bafhaw  batchelors,  fkilled  in  the 
ibeory  of  connubikl  defpotifm,  have  fur- 
rendcrcd  at  difcretion  to  thefe  piratical 

R  6  ihrcws, 
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Ihrcws,  cruifing  under  the  falfe  colours  of 
tinrefifting  fweetnefsi  that  I  am  petfuaded, 
an  inverfion  of  the  plot  of  the  celebrated 
comedy  of,  "  Rule  a  Wife  and  Have  a 
•*  Wife,"  would  prefent  a  juft  refem- 
blance  of  the  interior  ceconooiy  of  many 
families.  I  can  only  account  for  its  non- 
introdudtion  on  the  ftage,  at  a  time  when 
novelty  is  fo  much  required,  by  fuppofing 
that  John  Bull's  high  attachment  to  his 
own  prerogative  would  not  patiently  per- 
mit an  exhibition  which  would  difcovcr 
**  the  fecrets  of  his  fri/on  houfe.^ 

Having  removed  the  feat  of  Gentleneft 
from  the  features  and  manner  to  the 
heart,  let  us  now  attend  to  her  condu£b, 
and  enumerate  her  attendant  graces. 
She  IS  nearly  allied  to  Chriftian  charity, 
or  rather  fhe  is  fuch  a  vital  part  of 
that  celeftial  quality,  that  it  cannot  cxrft 
without  her.    In  the  eye  of  the  world,  her 

attention  being  diverted  from  herfclf,  in- 

genuoufnefs 
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genuoihcls  oftien  precedes  cdrtfidferatforr  j 
but  m  the  pri\racy  of  retirement,  and 
amidft  the  narrow  circle  of  domcftic  duty^ 
Ihe  walks  with  circumfcribed  attention. 
She  does  not  permrt  difdain,  envy,  pridejr 
or  malice,  to  intrude  into  thehallowed  lanc- 
tuary  of  htP  bofom.  Shrinking  from'^everjr 
tendency  to  tyranny,  caprice,  or  petalancej 
ihe  Cdniiders  the  wants  and  errors  of  all 
with  whom  (he  is  connedted  f  fhe  allows 
for  human  infirmities  j  and  if  her  refent- 
menr  be  roufed  by  Sagitious  offences,  (he 
remembers  the  apoftolical  precept,  and 
JiffS  not  in  her  anger.  She  is  particularly 
obfervant  in  her  conduft  to  all  who  arc 
in  any  way  dependant  upon  her  humour  > 
and  Ac  claims  of  an  inferior  are  rn  her  eye 
M:rcd.  She  cannot  only  endure,  but  obey, 
the  waywacdnefs  of  an  aged  friend ;  and 
flic  can  fubmit  without  murmuring  to  the 
privations  which  millaken  tendemefs,  or 
too  officious  care^  unwarrantably  impoies. 

For 
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For  patience  is  one  of  her  bandmiarck^  by 
whofe  inftruftions  flic  not  only  fuftain* 
difappotntments  and  vexations^  but  en- 
dures the  ftill  nK)re  difficult  trial  of  per* 
fonal  fufTeriag.  This  pafllve  fortitude, 
fo  highly  becoming  to  our  fex,  is  gene- 
rally found'  to  cxift  in  its  higfieft  perfec- 
tion in  the  gentleft  tempers  and  mod  deli- 
cate conftitutions.  Indeed,  as  it  is  the 
exa£b  reverfe  of  pride  and  felfifhfiefe,  where 
ihould  we  look  for  it,  but  in  the  foil  in 
which  humility  and  benevolence  generally 
abound.  From^  whence  proceed  all  the 
irreverent  complaints  againft  the  difpen&- 
tions  of  Providence  ?  Who  are  they  that 
are  perpetually  quarreling  with  their  lot 
in  this  world,  and  who  have  always  htne 
ftory  of  extreme  diftrcfs,  or  cruel  ufage, 
to  weary^  the  good-natured  ear  of  thofe 
who  long  to  blend  reproof  with  pity  ?  Arc 
they  not  the  felfifli,  die  proud,  and  the  en* 
vious  i  Have  not  their  difappointmencs 

pro- 
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proceeded  from  an  extravagant  opinion 
of  their  own  deferts ;  and  may  we  not 
ofcener  trace  the  unkindnefs  of  which  they 
cemplainj  to  a  previous  infenfitMlity  of  the 
claims  and  expeftations  of  others  ? 

Contentednefs  is  (o  genuine  a  feature 

of  good  temper,  that^  unlefs  in  cafes  of 

very  peculiar  diftrefs,  it  rarely  fails  to  be 

the  predominant  diftindion  of  a  placid 

ifreU-difpofed  mind.     It  is  unqqeftionably 

a  branch  of  that  charity  which  **  fecketh 

^  not  her  own,  and  endureth  all  things ;" 

l^ut,  unlefs  it  be  the  refult  of  natural  apathy 

and  coldnefs  of  difpofiiion,  it^ajQTumes  many 

xnore  of  thofe  glorious  epithets  which  dif- 

criminate  the  exalted  charafter  of  the  true 

Chriftian.     A  confcioufnefs  of  our  own 

xinworthinefs,  leads  us  to  confider  every 

btefling  that  we  enjoy  as  the  undefcrved 

&vour  of  a  liberal  benefador :  and  every 

pain  that  we  endure  and  every  privation 

that  we  feelj  as  the  merciful  correftion  of 

a  wife 


S7^ 

ft  wife  parent  and  juft  mafter.  Thus  con* 
tentment  beconfies  united  with  humility, 
refignatton^  and  deVout  gratitude;  and 
bow  truly  proper  are  thefe  fentimcnts  to 
this  fallible  and  militant  ftate !  Where, 
my  dear  young  friend,  Ihall  we  find  the 
unhappy  wretch  who  has  no  endowment 
of  body,  mind>  fortune,  or  connexion,  for 
which  he  is  not,  with  refpeft  to  the  Donor, 
an  tnfohent  debtor  ?  And  where  fhall  wc 
iTi^et  with  that  unfuUicd  virtue  which  does 
not  require  to  ht  ferfeSied  through  qfflic-' 
tion. 

There  is  a  placid  calm  contentednefs 
which  is  even  pradlicable  in  feverc  fuffer- 
ingj  but  when  our  temporal  affairs  are 
prolperous,  cheerfulnefs  muft  be  confider* 
ed  as  a  mofl  agreeable  addition  to  con> 
pofure  and  placidity.  Its  attractions  are 
fo  powerful,  elpecially  to  the  majority  of 
men,  that  merely  on  prudential  reafons, 
I  would  urgently  advife  every  woman  to 

endeavour 


877 

endeavour'  to  embelHfli  home  with  this* 
ftrong  allurement.  It  is  moft  certain,  that 
the  lords  of  the  creation  are  in  general  lelsr 
diipofed  to  acquiefce  in  mortifications 
and  uncomfbrtabte  fenfations  than  wo-^ 
JFhcnj  their  aftive  natures  prompt  them 
to Jkbdue  difficulties,  and  to^  from  trou- 
bles j  and  few  men  require  a  better  ex- 
cufe  for  a  habit  of  diffipation,  than  that 
their  own  firefides  prefented  nothing  that 
was  agreeable*  To  the  mothers,  fifters> 
or  wives  of  young  men,  this  admonition 
b  efpecially  feafonable.  The  words  '^  a 
**  dull  evening,"  have  a  magnetic  influ- 
ence upon  the  impetuous  paflions  and 
^uick  animal  fpirits  of  yobth ;  and  it  is 
generally  in  the  early  period  of  life  that 
thofe  habits  are  formed,  which  determine 
man  to  be  the  domeftic  companion,  or 
the  bon  vivant.  I  fear  there  are  fbme  na-^ 
tures  fb  very  irregular,  that  even  the  wit 
of  a  Sevigne,  or  the  elegant  archnefs  of  a 

Montagu^ 


578 

Montagu,  would  not  detach  them  from 
the  circling  glafs  and  its  noify  merriment  i 
but  I  wi(h  fuch  people  to  bt  left  without 
excufe,  and  that  the  dejerted  female  (hould 
never  accufe  herfclf,  during  the  lonely 
hours  of  watchful  folicitude,  of  having 
hunted  her  fb'ay  turtle  from  his  neft  with 
the  fcream  of  difibnance,  ,or  the  hum  of 
melancholy.  I  dwell  moire  ferioufly  on 
this  fubje£l:>  as  L  am  convinced  that  many 
valuable  women  fall  into  this  error,  ef^ 
pecially  thofe  who  ftill  belong  to  the  di<» 
miniQiing  order  of  domeftic  induftrious 
houfewives.  The  crofs  events  that  are 
continually  occurring  in  the  little  mo« 
narchy  of  our  own  houfhcdds,  though  in* 
dividually  petty  and  trivial,  become  im- 
portant  by  accumulation,  and  teazing  by 
frequency.  One  confideration  (hould  here 
be  attended  to ;  if  we  find  that  our  atten- 
tion to  good  management  materially  af' 
kdi%  our  temper  or  harafles  our  fpirits, 

we 
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we  may  be  aflTured  chat  we  are  giving  ait 
tmdiic  weight  to  worldly  concems^  and 
zrc  purfuing  a  duty  till  we  advance  into 
the  confines  of  error.*  A  recollection  of 
our  motives  for  chefe  exertions^  and  an 
eftimation  of  the  intrinfic  value  of  all  tem- 
poral  things,  will  recal  us  within  the  pre- 
fcribed  limits  of  what  is  right. '  We  can- 
not ferve  our  fannily,  if  we  make  home 
difguJUng  to  the  members  of  which  it  con- 
fifts  j'  and  we  cannot  be  faid  to  "  fet  our 
•*  aflfeStions  on  things  above,*'  if  we  fur- 
render  our  whole  mind  to  the  encumbering 
cares  of  Martha. 

•  Nothing  is  more  unjuft  than  to  con« 
found  chcerfulnefs  with  levity  4  their  cha- 
rafteriftics  are  eflentially  diftinft.  The 
one  is  perfectly  independent,  or  at  leaft 
requires  nothing  but  the  abfence  of  pain, 
(Calamity,  and  ill-humour ;  the  other  can 
only  live  in  a  crowd,  where  it  meets  with 
the  food  on  which  it  fubfiftsj  admiration 

and 
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* 

and  amiiTement.  Cbeerfutne(s  is  felf^ 
aiDufedf  all  nature,  in  its  eftimation,  w^rs 
a  finiling  afpeA ;  and  it  goes  forth,  like 
the  child  iti  the  fabl^,  inviting  every  otv 
jedl  '*  to  play  with  it/'  and  partake  of  itt 
hilarity.  Levity  has  fmiles  for  its  bs^ 
drefs>  and  tears  for  its  dilhabille.  It  is 
not  unuTual  for  cheerfulnefs  to  feel  over^ 
powered  in  a  crowd,  diftraAed  by  clamour^ 
and  fatigued  by  a  fucceifion  of  what  are 
generally  ternned  pleafures,  which  do  not 
leave  it  leifure  to  commune  with  the  agree- 
able inmate  in  its  own  bofom.  The  cheer-* 
ful  woman  feels  more  fatisfadion  from'de-* 
fcribing  gay  fcenes  to  a  friendly  circle^ 
than  from  the  abfolute  enjoyment  of  them. 
The  difllpated  female  languKhes  at  the 
recoUedlion  of  paft  delights,  and  can  only 
be  faid  to  live  while  (he  either  participates 
in,  or  plans  fplendid  amufements.  She 
who  can  reniain  at  home  without  imbibing 
melancholy  or  morofenefsj  who  can  con^ 

tri^c 
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• 

rirc  divcrfions  within  the  prccinfts  of  re« 
iremeiit>  who  never  complains  of  ernixii, 
ind  czn  at  all  times  exert  fufficient  mental 
Ircngth  to  throw  a  ftone  at  the  GoKath 
[plccn*,  gives  fore  indication  of  poflcffing 
Biajc  ^'^eace  of  mind  which  pafleth  all 
^^  underftanding/*  But  fhc  who  hurries 
Irom  one  crowd  to  another,  and  waftes  in 
public  that  time  which  is  the  moft  pre- 
cious of  oxn*  entrufted  talents,  and  thofc 
sminnal  fpirits  which  were  given  her  to  ex- 
hilarate the  labours*  of  focial  duty,  dif- 
cioles  the  mournful  fecret,  that  fhe  is  fly- 
ing from  a  hated  enemy,  whofe  converfa- 
tion  is  infupportable ;  I  mean,  herfelf. 

Bellde  the  prudential  value  of  cheerful- 
nefs,  as  it  affeds  our  connexions,  or  our 
own  eftimation  with  others,  allow  me  to 
prcfcribe  it  as  one  of  the  bed  noftrums  for 
the  prcfervation  of  health.    Cheerfulnefs, 

?  **  Throw  but  ^  ftonc,  the  giant  dies," 

Green's  Poem  on  Spleen. 
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mUtCi  incapacitated  by  fome  infirmity,  is 
always  adive ;  and  the  value  of  an  agile 
body^  and  energetic  mind,  can  only  be 
cftimated  by  thofe  who  have  experienced 
an  accidental  fufpcnfion  of  thofe  enjoy- 
ments. How  much  may  the  comforts, 
and  indeed  the  animal  ufes,  of  food  be 
augmented  or  diminiflied,  by  devoting  the 
fo^cial  meal  to  cheerful  and  inftruftive  con- 
verfation,  or  by  rendering  it  the  chofco 
feafon  of  debate  and  complaint !  A  hearty 
laugh  after  dinner,  has  been  prcfcribed  as 
a  medicinal  recipe  to  promote  nutritive 
digeftion ;  and,  thank  God !  every  br 
mily  may  occafionally  enjoy  the  luxury 
of  this  whok/ome  I  i^ffert.  Very  little  is 
neceflary  to  compound  it,  fuppofis^  (as  I 
before  obfervcd)  the  abfence  of  feverc 
pain  or  calamity.  It  is  but  endeavooiiDg 
to  be  pleafed ;  it  is  only  giving  agreeaUc 
anfwers,  and  avoiding  long  mournful  nar- 
ratives of  trivial  di(treflb  ^  a  ftyle  of  con^ 

verfation 
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verfation  more  infeftious  than  dl€  in- 
fluenza, and  always  Aire  of  heapingf  up 
fuch  a  mountain  of  miferies,  as  the  moft 
iprightly  difpoficion  muft  fink  under.  I 
am  not  here  endeavouring  to  bani(h  im- 
proving and  ferious  converfation  $  for  the 
latter,  there  are  due  times  and  dated  fea- 
fons,  in  which  mirth  would  be  not  only 
unbecoming,  but  criminal.  I  only  wane 
to  exile  diofe  unedifying  dolours,  which 
make  a  party  uucomfortable,  they  know 
not  why,  and  mopifii  inftead  of  intelligent. 
■Jt  is  a  &]<e  idea,  that  improvement  mufl; 
fpeak  in  a  tone  of  puritanical  folemnity. 
Wit  is  a  more  u&ful  ally  to  wifdom,  than 
(pleen ;  and  humour  has  vanquifhed  many 
a  foible,  againft  which  gravity  remon- 
ftrated  in  vain. 

But  the  bounds  of  checrfulnefs  muft  be 
defined ;  it  muft  never  attempt  to  triumph 
over  the  forrows  of  a  dejefted  broken 
fpirit ;  for  ihcn  it  is  no  longer  the*  child  of 

bene- 
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bcnev&lence,  but  of  oftentation  ^nd  m&* 
lignity.  When  an  efibrc  to  exhilaract 
^irould  be  unfeafonable,  it  muft  gently  try 
to  amufe  fbrrow  or  to  fobthe  defpair.  In 
its  gayeft  faliies^  it  muft  ever  prefenre  the 
faoAiries  of  decorum ;  for  it  has  no  allU 
ance  with  ihdelicacy,  profanenefs^  malicc» 
^r  (laiider.  Its  raillery  Ihould  be  the  light 
tickling  of  a  feather^  not  the  excoriating 
lafh  of  punifhment.  Defirous  to  pleafe 
others,  not  folicitous  to  difplay  itfelf ;  care- 
lefs  of  admiration,  playful,  eafy,  and  dif- 
creet  i  obfervant  to  ftop  the  laugh  when 
the  jcft  is  grown  vapid,  and  to  fufpend  the 
jeft  when  the  inclination  to  laugh  is  ex- 
haufted  :  in  fine,  always  remembering  the 
wife  King  of  Ifrael's  admonition,  **  that 
*'  there  is  a  time  to  weep  as  well  as  a 
'^  time  to  laugh,  a  time  to  dance,  and  a 
«*  time  to  m^urn/* 

I  know .  no  furer  indication  of  a  happy 
difpofition,  nor  a  more  likely  means  to 

promote 
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promote  the  comfort  of  thofe  around  ufl^ 

tthan  the  habit;  ot  attending  to  little  <s\y^ 

fervancesy  and  avoiding  petty  cpntridic* 

tions.    No  minutias  are  undelerving  of 

ferious  confideration^  which  contribute  to 

the  peace  and  good-will  of  the  little  king* 

4oin  over  which  we  exert  viceregal  dig- 

iilty.      Goldfrnith    proved  his  intimacy 

with  human  nature,   when  he  made  his 

^engaging  Dr.  Primrofe  afcribe  the  har- 

:mony  of  his  family  to  his  ftrift  enforce- 

-ment  of  the  laws  of  good- breeding.     It 

was  obferved,  by  one  who  well  knew  how 

to    appreciate    the    excellences  of  your 

revered  mother,   that  fbe  poffefled    the 

amiable  and  fingular  quality  of  "  never 

**  difappointing  any  one  by  her  replies/* 

It  was  not  meant  by  this,  that  fhe  never 

Tcfufed  an  improper  requeft,  nor  checked 

an  impertinent  obfervation ;  but  that  her 

anfwers  were  always  fuch  as  the  reconftder^ 

4tkn  of  the  party  to  whom  they  were  ad- 

Tox.  I  J,  %  dreir^4 
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areflfed  coiild  not  fafl  to  approve.  TTliofe 
who  have  obfcrvcd,  how  often  the  hap- 
pinefs  of  z,  party  is  interrupted  1^  an  ua* 
toward  or  contradictious  anfwer,  wiH 
rightly  value  this  happy  fuitability.  But. 
I  am  wandering  from  die  quaGty  of  good* 
temper,  to  that  outward  exprefHon  of  it 
whicli  properly  belongs  to  another  depart* 
ment. 

Amulement  and  occupation  are  fo  ne* 
ceflary,  in  order  to  preferv#  our  minds 
in  a  happy  contented  date,  that  idleness 
IS  ever  rightly  denominated  the  parent  of 
Ipleen,  ill-humour,  and  caprice.  To  an- 
fwer  the  defirable  ends  of  employment,  it 
is  neceflary  that  our  purfuits,  whether  of 
buHnefs  or  pleafure,  fhould  be  innocent 
Nor  is  it  an  improper  reftriftiqn  (at  ieafk 
to  the  jgeneralsty  of  my  lex)  to  add  thac 
they  fhould  be  tinexpenfive,  as  well'  as 
rational.  Some  Ipecies  of  employment  i$ 
efieotial  to  every  ftatiofii  but  in  zmv&^ 

ment 
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tnent  (after  duty  has  determined  Ae  por-  ■ 
■tion  of  time  that  it  (hoold  claim)  tafte 
may  be  allowed  mjome  degree  to  make  the 
fcleftion ;  I  fay  in  fome  degree ;  for  our 
connexion  with,  and  depcndancc  upon, 
the  other  fcK,  will  feldom  allow  us  to  be 
fovereign,  even  in  the  choice  of  our  rattles. 
Two  cautions  may  here  be  ufcful  to  the 
younger  part  of  my  fex.  In  the  firft  place, 
let  them  avoid  acquiring  a  tafte  for  ex- 
penfive  amufements  ;  their  fortunes  and  , 
expeftations  muft  be  the  rule  by  which 
they  are  to  determine  what  they  are  to 
call  fo ;  recolle£ting  a!fo,  that  ceconomy 
fliDuld  be  more  rigidly  exercifed  in  the 
department  of  bagatelles.  Drawing  and 
mufic,  though  moft  pleafing  accomplifh- 
ments  and  agreeable  methods  of  employ- 
ing IcifiirCj  may  be  fo  far  purfued,  as  to 
prove  a  ferious  confumption  of  time  and 
fortune.  Gardening,  if  fuffered  to  dcvi- 
aie  iuto  an  artificial  tafte  for  what  Is  cu~ 
%  3  rious. 
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^lous,  and -tender,  is  liable  to  the  fame 
objedlion.  Indeed,  like  many , other  over- 
ftrained  propenfities,  it  ceafes  to  be  what 
nature  defigned  it,  one  of  our  moft  fin> 
pie,  rational,  healthful,  and  innojcentea^ 
joyments;  and  affumes  the  Ihape  of  thoft 
faftidious  vanities,  which  luxury  lias  in« 
troduced  to  fupplant  genuine  delighL 
iTafte  may  be  gratified  aad  xiifplayed  m 
the  diipolition  of  a  rofarie,  as  weU  as  ia 
an  orangerie  i  and  ^*  Nerina's  woodbine 
•*  bower/*  or  even  a  cottage  garden,  wl^ 
its  clipped  hedge  and^kiaofl:  fpofitaneous 
lowers,  often  comprize  as  many  beauties, 
though  not  fo  many  cares  and  difappoint'- 
ments,  as  the  {lately  confervatory,  or  the 
fliadeid  parterre  ftored  with  the  ^^  pride  of 
*^  Ganges/* 

I  can  fcarcely  tear  myfelf  from  a  fub- 
jeft  which  has  afforded  me  fo  many  hour$ 
of  amufement  and  days  ^f  health*     It  is 

fortunate  that  I  luve  enough  tdf^omoMDA 
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«  avoid  reminding  you,  that  garden- 
ing was  the  employnnent  of  Paradifc,  or 
quoting  all  that  our  beft  poets  have  faid 
on  this  enchanting  theme.  I  muft,  how- 
ever ftop  to  fay,  that  that  forrow  muft  in- 
deed be  of  a  dcfperate  nature,  which  cant 
refift  the  foft  allurements  of  "  vernal  de- 
^  light.'*  Nature  reviving  from  the  fleep 
of  winter,  flourifhing  in  plants,  blojSbming 
in  flowers,  and  produdlive  in  fruits,  ex- 
hibits an  afpedt  of  cheerfulnefs  which  no 
well-regulated  mind  can  fail  to  enjoy,  un-si' 
fcfe  heavily  laden  with  the  burden  of  re-^ 
cent  mifery. 

Wb  will  cBat  hereafter  about  thole 
ftudies  which  may  agreeably  and  ufefuUy 
fill  up  the  intervals  of  avocation ;  but 
Raving  fomewhac  prematurely  introduced 
Ac  topic  of  amufement  as  influencing 
temper,  it  would  be  confidered  as  an  un- 
pardonable negligence  to  omit  mentioning 
cardsi    1  hear  you  objeft,  that  I  fhall  ar- 

s  3  range 
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Tange  them  impraperly  under  that  ^cad*^ 
cards  being  now  really  a  icience  and  a 
labour,  if  not  a  duty.  As  an  aoiuTementi 
I  am  incUned  to  treat  cards  With  lenity  i 
but  then  they  muft  be  confined  within 
the  limits  of  recreation.  They  mud  not 
confume  much  time  5  they  muft  be  cn^ 
joyed  at  a  fmall  expencc  J.  and  they  muft 
ixbiiarate  the  mind>  not  $pprefs  and  agi^ 
tale  the  temper.  Cards,  when  aecompa* 
nied  by  vivacity  and  good  humour^  often 
afford  relief  to  Sagging  converfation  i  andy 
cfpecially  in  the  decline  of  life,  they  offer 
a  h^ppy  interruption  to  that  liftlefshefs 
which  is  apt  to  overcloud^  the  %irits,  a 
fure  attendant  oa  decaying  faculties  and 
fatigued  attentions  But  in  this  pointy  9S> 
in  molt  others^,  refinement  has  baniihed^ 
comfort.  The  focial  but  fmall  party,  with> 
all  its  friendlineis,  eafe,  and  hilarity,  oo> 
longer  poffefles  any  attra&ion;  and  if 
compaffioa  ftili  plead  ia  behalf  of  fohie^ 

decrepit 
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^crepit  invalid,  fo  far  as  to  induce  the 
votaries  of  plcafure  to  employ  a  difen-' 
gaged  evening  in  diverting  the  pains  of 
infirmity,  the  fevere  penance  is  ranked 
sunong  tbofe  works  of  fupererogation,  the 
merits  of  which  may  be  drawn  upon  to 
eommute  for  former  fins.  Yet  in  this 
crowded  rout,  with  all  its  briUiant  lights^ 
elegant  refrefhmients,  whifpering  beaux,, 
and  faihionable  habiliments,  the  heart-felc 
gaiety  %hich  our  anccftors  enjoyed  at  five- 
card  loo>  or  one-and«thirty>  are  utterly  un* 
known* 

The  dreadful  vice  of  gaming  muft  hercr 
be  mentioned,  as  the  mod  certain  corroder 
e£  the.  tcmper>  as  well  as  the  deftroyer  o£ 
every  beauty,  delicacy,  or  grace^  that  is 
ufually  afcribed  to  women.  Let  us  ima- 
gjine  the  contcafted  heart  of  a  mifer, 
joined  to  the  countenance  of  a  fury ;  let 
us  unite  inordinate  covetoufnefs,  with  rage> 
invy,  terror^  and  defpair  j  behold  depen* 

s  4  dance 
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the  other  in^pending  ruin  and  infamy,  from 
which  the  wretched  vi^flim  has  no  refourcc 
but  death.  And  can  it  be  wondered  at,: 
that  ihe  who  has  dared  to  fport  with  the 
reputation  and  fortune  of  her  familjr^ 
Jhould  ftake  the  interefts  of  that  here-' 
after,  of  vhich  perhaps  fhe  has  heard- 
little,  and  meditated  lefs,  as  madly  as  Ihe 
bas  riflced  thofe  temporal  enjoyments  to 
which  her  covetous  and  felfifti  heart  was 
attached  with  fuch  deftruftive  idolatry  ?' 
A  female  gamefter,  like  a  female  deiftf.* 
fins  againd  all  thofe  moral  reftraints  whichr 
general  opinion,  education,  and  cuftom,, 
had  placed  around  her  fex,  as  well  as 
againft  the  natural  feelings  of  her  heart* ' 
Inftead  of  delicacy,  timidity,  and  gene- 
rofity,  fhe  becomes  confident,  bold,  and 
mean;  avarice  and  chicane  ufurp  the 
place  of  liberality  and  ingenuoufnefsr 
Peacf  Will  never   more  enter  into  hef 
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hofota  I  and  if  placidity  dwell  upon  her 
lips,  it  will  be  but  the  meretricious  fmile  of 
difliniulation,  "  the  painted  fepulchre,'* 
tJiat  covers  the  moft  humiliating  veftige 
of  degraded  mortality. 

There  needs  little  rhetoric  to  prove, 
that,  all  criminal  purfuits  and  violent  paf- 
fions  muft  be  deftruftive  of  real  good- 
humour;  becaufe  fweetnefs  of  temper  can 
only  iubfift  with  a  confcience  fatisfied-with 
its  general  conduft.  It  will  be  a  more 
difficult  taffc  to  perfuade  my  young  readers,^ 
that  the  very  fenfibility  which  renders 
good-humour  fo  attraftive,  if  indulged 
beyond  its  proper  bound,  infallibly  de- 
itroys  i^  charming  affociate.  Yet,  as  this 
finely- tempered  human  machine  is  fo  con- 
ftituted,  that  a  redundance  of  any  vital 
fccrcrion  begets  difcafe ;  fo  in  the  moral 
world,  vice  treads  fo  clofe  upon  the  heels 
of  virtue,  that  you  cannot  open  the  door 
to  one,  without* danger  of  admitting  the 
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other.  Hence  the  utility  of^  conftaixC 
watchfulnefs ;  hence  the  neceffity  of  fre- 
quent application  to  Heaven  for  its  di- 
refting  and  reftrainihg  grace;  and  in  na 
point  is  divine  affiftance  more  ijeceflary, 
than  in  the  warfare  which  is  continually 
kept  up  between  onr  feelings  and  our  judge^ 
ment.  If  we  renounce  the  former,  we  be* 
a)me  a  difgufting  lump  of  apathy ;  if  the 
latter,  a  whirlpool  of  confufion. 

There  is  no  circumftance  by  which  the 
keen  fenfations  of  virtuous  fenfibility  arc 
mdre  agonizingly  diftended,  than  by  the 
mifconduft  of  near  and  dear  conneftiomr. 
I  think  this  is  fuch  a  hard  trial  of  temper, 
that  mere  human  complacence  muft 
Ihrink  from  the  conflift.  W«h  God, 
however,  all  things  are  poflible.  The 
only  earthly  means  of  rendering  fuch  an 
af&iAion  fupportable  is,  to  behave  to  all- 
around  us  with  fuch  a  confcientious  ob'- ' 
fervance  of  duty,  and  to  preferve  fuch  a 
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purity  of  condu£l:>  that  we  may  truly  fay^ 
*^^  neither  through  ncgleft  nor  evil  ex- 
•'  ample  have  I  brought  on  this  mifcry/* 
When  to  this  confolatory  fdf-rcflcftion  wc 
add  our  prayers  to  Heaven  for  the  rey 
formation  of  the  finner^  wifdom  direds^ 
that  we  fhould  as  much  as  pollible  witJU 
draw  our  attention  from  the  painful  objedbs- 
and  (if  juftice  and  propriety  afcertain  the 
fuitability  of  fuch  conduft)  endeavour  to> 
beftow  our  miiplaced  afFedions  on:  a  more 
deferving,  perlbn.  This,,  1  gtant,  cannot? 
and  ought  not  always  to  be  done;  but 
when  it  is  impradlicablCy  and  the  cord' 
that  binds  us  to  the  offender  is  drawn 
elofer  in  proportion  as  it  cuts  deeper  -,  ftill 
let  US'  refied:>  that  it  is  the  memento  of 
one  never- failing  Friend,  who,,  by  fliewing, 
tis  the  painful  nature  of  all  worldly  de- 
pendence,, endeavours  to  attacli'us  clofer 

himfelf. 

The  like  confolatory  refleftions  may  be 
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extended  to  the  other  trials  of  virtuons 
feeling  y  I  mean  the  lofs  of  health,  of  fbr-t 
tune,  or  of  friends.     When  forrow  ap- 
pears as  the  immediate  infliftion  of  Pro- 
vidence, a  well-difpofed  mind  will  find 
lefs  difficulty  in  fubmiffion  ;  and,  how- 
ever agonizing  it  may  be  to  the  feelings 
of  felf-love,    it  certainly  does  not   wear 
fuch  an  alarming  afpedt  with  refpeft  to 
futurity ;  as  the  Chriftian   believer  muft 
dilcern,  when  (he  contemplates  the  con- 
duft  of  fome  dear  but  hardened  finner, 
whoni  flie  can  neither  renounce  nor  reclaim. 
Examples,  however,  have  not  been  want- 
ing, of  thofe  who,  while  they  were  ever 
ready  with  moft  lively  compaffion  to  in- 
tercft  themfelves  in  the  forrows  of  others, 
have  endured  the  pangs  of  "'their  own 
**  diftrefs,"  with  magnanimous  fortitude. 
.This  triumph  of  benevolence  and  refigna- 
tion,  over  native  tendernefs  and  felf-love, 
is  one  of  the  moft  exalted  perfeftions  to 
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wWch  women  can  afpire.  It  may  be  ufe- 
ful  to  fuggeft  to  all  who  are  called  to  this 
hard  duty,  that  though  complaint  wearies 
friends,  it  does  not  diminijh  fuflfering. 
When  we  offer  a  facrifice  to  God,  let  us 
endeavour  to  make  it  perfcft.  If  he  call 
upon  us  to  furrender  our  comfort s^  let  us 
lay  our  regrets  alfo  on  his  altar.  Alas ! 
while  I  pen  this  admonition,  how  forcibly 
does  my  rebel  heart  remind  me,  that  it  is 
caCer  to  preach  than  to  perform. 

But  fenfibility  oftener  fuffers  from  trials 
of  its  own  creating,  than  from  the  cor- 
re&ions  of  Heaven.  The  praife  which 
the  imitators  of  Sterne  bellowed  on  acute 
feeling,  gave  our  fex  a  fantaftical  irritabi- 
lity of  mind,  which  was  every  thing  but 
amiable  and  meritorious.  Some  few  years 
ago,  our  fouls  were  harrowed  up  by  pa- 
thetic narratives  of  the  fufferings  of  hares, 
partridges,  fifhes,  horfes,  and  reptiles  i 
and  man  was  abufed  fortyranny,  in  de- 
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Kroying  his  fellow-animals,  and  i&r  glut- 
tony in  devouring  the  joint  tenants  of  thi» 
fublunary  fphere.    At  laft,  Ibme  fapient 
difcoverer  perceived  that  many  of  diefe 
much-pitied  beings  aftually  fubfifted  by, 
dcftroying  Ibme  other  Ipecies ;  and  thea 
the  beneviplent  feelings  of  many  good  chil- 
dren were  exercifed  in  refcuing  "  captive 
«*  mice,"  and  *'  benetted  flies,"  at  the  ha- 
zard of  ftarving  cafs  and  fpiders.     The 
German  fchool,  cfpecially  the  illuminized 
Biihop  of  Saxe  Weimar*,   refined  upon: 
this  fyftem,  till  there  was  manifeff  danger 
not  only  of  our  becoming  a  nation  of  Bra- 
mins,  but  that  eating  would  be  cried  dowm 
as  an  afl:  of  cruelty  j  fince  it  is  impoffible  to* 
cultivate  the  ground,  or  to  produce  vege* 
tables,  without  annihilating  many  harm- 
lefs  worms,  deftroying  colonies  of  induf- 
trious  ants,  or  crufhing  a  facred  depofit 
of  minute  caterpillars,  who  would  in  time 

•  Herden 
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bcpand  Into  beautiful  butterflies^  As  I  do 
not  profefs  myfclf  one  of  thofe  abftradbcd 
Fakirs,  who  would  willingly  reHgn  our 
Tublunary  empire  to  gnats  and  cockchaf- 
fers,  I  muft  rejoice  in  the  popularity  of 
fach  a  work  as  "  Natural  Theology ;"  in 
which  the  ridiculous  refinements  of  ex- 
treme fufceptibility  ^re  admirably  cor- 
re&edj  by  thofe  jtrft  fentiments  which  an 
enlarged  mind  is  iure  to  inculcate  after  it 
kas  contemplated  the  whole  works  of  God. 
Among  the  falfe  glofles  by  which  fen- 
fibility  deceives  and  corrodes  the  heart  in 
which  it  is  fuffered  to  have  too  great  in- 
fluence, I  wi(h  to  mention  the  exagjgera- 
tion  of  trifles,  or  the  giving  of  too  much 
weight  to  tilings  really  important.  Many 
ah  amiable  heart  is  at  this  moment  bleed* 
ing  under  the  wounds  which  unkindnefs, 
negledt,  and  cruelty,  are  fuppofed  to  have 
inflidted.  The  wounds  are  real,  but  the 
infli£ters  of  them  are  imaginary,  or  rather 

it 
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ft  was  miftake,  inadvertence,  or  abfencc 
of  mind,  which  (hot  a  few  random  darts^ 
as  they  were  running  after  fome  other  ob- 
jeft.  Women  cannot  too  deeply  imprint?^ 
upon  their  minds  the  connubial  counfcls^ 
©f  Defdemona  i  "  Men/*  Heaven  knows,- 
•*  are  bUt  men  j"  I  much  doubt  whether^ 
even  women  are  really  angels.  The  lords 
of  the  creation  are  apt  to  have  their  "  tern- 
<*  pers  puddled/'  and  they  are  more  in- 
clined  to  reqjiiife  than  to  "^^w  obferv- 
*^  ance."  Certainly  they  are  often  guilt- 
lefs  of  the  wrong  which  fufceptibility  fo;; 
deeply  laments  i  and  as  often  heartily  de- 
firous  of  repairing  the  undefigned  injury,  if 
they  can  do  it  without  derogating  from 
their  own  dignity.  Yet  let  our  fex  be- 
ware of  taxing  the  generous  warmth  of 
affe&ion,  by  impofing  upon  it  the  hard 
duty  of  unpleafant  acknowledgment.  Ra- 
ther let  us  fet  about  the  prafticable  tafk. 
of  ftrengthening  our  own  weaknefs.     Af- 

furedly, 


urcdly,  the  intended  reproof  or  avowed 
liipleafure  of  a  parent  or  a  hijfband  fliould 
icvcr  be  difregarded ;  even  their  undeferved 
)Ctulance  fhould  be  watched,  ibothed,  and 
livertedi  and  as  afluredly  we  (hould  be* 
rare  of  exerciling  our  imaginations  at 
he  cxpencc  of  our  repofe,  in  fearching 
or  JligbtSy  tauntSy  and  negleUsy  which  cxift 
mly  in  our  own  perturbed  fpirits. 

As  extreme  fenfibility,  whether  it  aft 
a  the  fliape  of  over-ftrained  benevolence 
)r  keen  fufceptibility,  is  deftruftivc  of 
rquanirtiity. of  mind;  fo  meeknefs  and 
brtitudeare  the  faithful  guarcUans  of  fweec- 
icfs  and  tranquillity.  No  virtues  are  more 
cquifite  to  our  fcx,  and  it  behoves  every 
Tiother  to  imprefs  them  upon  the  minds 
)f  her  daughters.  A  paflionate  woman  is 
>ut  like  a  wafp  in  a  glafs  phial;  her  frenzy 
ihd  her  impotence  can  only  excite  difguft 
ind  ridicule.  The  phyfical  ftrength  of 
man^  as  well  as  his  political  fituation,  gives 
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dignity  to  his  rcfentmenti  but  Vfc  catf 
only  (lamp  and  rave;  our  little  powers 
will  be  foon  exhaufted,  and  we  muft  fink 
into  an  abjeft  dcpreffiony  proportioned  to 
our  vain  attempt  to  fwell  into  undue  con^ 
fequence.  Aware' of  the  innpoffibility  of 
vanquilhing  by  violence,  many  women 
have  attempted  to  found  their  empire  upon 
their  weakness;  and  thus  originated  a 
ruimcrous  groupe  of  exquiftte  creatures, 
who  placed  their  confequencc  on  their 
being  really  good  for  notbingy  either  as 
friends,  companions,  helpmatesyor  hand* 
maids.  They  feemed  indeed  of  lefs  in- 
trinfic  value  than  the  painted  blocks*  on 
which  the  priefteffes  of  fafhion  difplay 
their  votive  garlands;  fince,  though^ 
fike  the  race  I  am  fpeaking  of,  thcfc  dolls 
*  can  neither  walk  nor  worky  they  really 
can  Jiandy  and  arc  not  mifcbievous.  I 
rejoice  that  the  revolutions  of  faihion  have 
Screed  ufeleisneis  to  be  outre>  or  at  lead 
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a  fiimfy  appendage  to  that  fecond-mr 
gentility  which  is  no  gentility  at  alL 
Strength  of  mind^  and  bodily  agility^  arc 
now  confidered  as  elegant  requifires  to  the 
fen^ale  character ;  and  a  woman  of  high 
ton  at  lead  pretends  to  be  equal  to  the  la^ 
hours  of  Hercules,  or  the  mental  exertions 
of  Locke.  As  I  am  a  ftaunch  advocate 
for  all  the  rights  of  my  fex,  I  wifh  our 
claims  to  aftivity  and  fortitude  really  might 
be  permitted  to  ftand  upon  a  more  perma^ 
nenc  bafis  than  wbim^  I  wi(h  that,  inftead 
of  ^^  daring  to  do  every  thing  becaufe  we 
•*  dare,"  it  were  made  an  cftabliftied  law 
to  dare  to  do  all  we  ought.  I  feel  hurt  at 
any  attentions  from  men,  which  indicate 
affeded  weaknefs  in  us.  If  a  man  help 
CO  carve  our  food,  or  fetch  us  a  chair^ 
with  an  air  that  feems  to  fay,  "  thefe  poor 
••  creatures  cannot  aflift  themfelves,"  the 
attention  is  mortifying ;  but  if  he  do  this 
with  a  view  of  obligiiig  his  coheirefs  of 
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raimortality,  we  ought  to'  repajr  tfiie  mo- 
dern Amadis  with  our  beft  curtefy.  Bur 
k  is  abfurd  to  talk  of  manners  that  arc 
only  preferved  aniong.  a  few  antiquated 
ftudents  of  Sir  Charles  Grandifon  j  and  I 
perceive  that  I  stm  bewildered  in  the  la- 
byrinth of  digreflionr.  To  return  to  thofe 
Hiincing  "  minaudieres,*'  who  found  their 
importanee  on  being  able  to  '*  jig,  lifj^ 
**  amble,  and  nickr-nameGod^s  creatures,"" 
I  exclude  thefe  fomething  nothings  fronr 
all  pretenfion  to  gendenelsf  fop  t^ougll 
they  claim  that  diftinftion,  becaufe  they 
are  always  in  temper,  we  muft  nevei^ 
confound  thfe  qualities  of  the  bee  and 
the  butterflyv  Gentlenefe  and  fwcetnefe 
are  the  offspring  of  inward*  peace  of  mind  > 
and  can  thofe  pofiefs  them,  who  arc  onlf 
excufed  from  the  torment  of  reproach,  by 
being  utterly  void  of  reflcdtion  ?. 

I  will  mention  but  one  more  clrcum*^ 
ftance,.  which  is  injurious  alike  to  tsempef 
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I|p4<cliara£l:eri  I  mean  the  permuting  znj 
fingle  circumftance  or  deli  re  to  imprefs 
the  fancy.  Diflipation  has  many  tempta* 
^ons  s  but  it  is  a  great  folly  to^  fuppofe, 
that  retirement  is  free  from  them^  or  that 
by  fincercly  perfevering  in   a   courfe  oi 

dpty  we  are  fafe  &om  the  attacks  t>f  our 

• 

gtiofUy  enemy«^  It  was  well  imagined  by 
a^^old  writer*,  that  one  fleeping  devil  was 
f^lj^ient  to  iecure  the  allegiance  of  a 
riotous  difordcrly  town,  while  a  legion  of 
i^ve.  mifcbievous  infernals  were  neceiTary 
to  vanquilh  a  convent  full  of  pious  monies^ 
Wc  have  fcripture  authority  for  believing, 
chat  when  we  are  bed  employed  Satan  is 
raoft  active.  A  garden  and  a  wildernefs 
were  the  fcenes  of  the  mod  memorable 
liemptations  that  ever  were  recorded.  To 
apply  this  truth  tp  our  prefent  fubjeft :  as 

*  Sir  p.  Herbeit,  in  his  Conceptions  to  his  Son; 
Xx  is  a  part  of  the  fiozy  on  which  Parnel  founded  his 
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ftKtudc  engenders  llrong  paffions^  fo  * 
lively  defire  of  doing  right  is  apt  to  m* 
fofe  a  wifli  for  requiring  fome  peculiar  ex- 
cellence. Let  us  beware  of  nouriihiog 
a  hope  of  being  diftinguifhed  by  any 
particular  virtue  or  grace,  however  excel- 
lent or  eftinnabie.  By  giving  up  bur 
time  to  the  purfuit  of  any  one  accom- 
pli(hnnent  or  ftudy,  there  is  reaibn  to 
fuppofe  that  we  may  be  an  amateur  in 
fomething,  and  a  fool  in  every  thing  elfe ; 
but  in  morals  there  is  great  danger  of 
over-fhootiag  the  mark,  and  mifiing  what 
we  rifqued  all  to  obtain.  She  who  a?m8 
at  praife  for  her  piety  will  run  great  ha- 
zard  of  being  only  a  devotee.  She  who 
wi(hes  to  be  thought  remarkable  for  oeco- 
nomy  and  houfewifery,  will  moft  likely 
be  a  vixen  and  a  drudge.  Thofe  who 
are  ambitious  to  be  thought  very  good- 
humoured  and  pleafant,  are  apt  to  prov4 
crinunally  compliant,  or  ofFenfively  loqua* 
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Dions.  As  one  idea  taking  pofleilion  of 
Hie  imagination  is  the  general  forerunner 
of  infanitjr,  or  melancholy  j  fo  fixing  our 
defires  on  one  fpecieis  of  excellence  is  the 
61W  ftimulant  of  ^rror-,  poffibly  alio  the 
precurfor  of  dcpravit)r. 

J^royi^CAce  has  provided  for  all  ourmo* 
[jfl  difeafes.  The  love  of  praife  is  deeply 
imprinted  on  the  human  mind;  and  I 
believe  ihe  fofter  texture  of  our  fouls 
m^es  VIS  peculiarly  fufceptible  of  its  in^ 
Buenc.c.  T|ris  fufceptibility,  which,  under 
the  guidance  of  merely  ^uman  rnotives, 
b(etrays  us  to  all  the  littleneffes  pf  vanity, 
idle  fear,  and  falfe  fhame,  is  yet  capable 
of  a  moft  exalted  ciircftiojci.  Only  Jet  us 
fpbftitute  the  praife  of  God  for  the  praife 
of  men,  and  look  to  ourpwn  confciences 
for  a  fatisfaftion  wUch  public  acclamations 
c^not  beftow  $  and,  unlefs  our  judgements 
arc  varped  by  falfe  principles,  we  are  fafe^ 
If  with  <*  finglenefs  of  tcarc  we  do  our 
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^  duty  as  to  the  Lord,  and  not  tinti 
^'  men  j'*  not  abfolutely  miifferent  to  the 
<)pinions  of  our  fellow-creatures,  but  far 
from  propoGng  their  applaufc  as  the  re^ 
ward,  or  their  judgement  as  the  critmm 
of  our  aftions  j  we  may  reft  aflured,  th^ 
our  backflidings  will  not  be  numerous  or 
irretrievable.  No  one  virtue  will  mount 
us  heavenward,  •  if  it  be  cqunterpoijfcd  by 
the  weight  of  oppojite  offences. 

Though  I  have  been  very  diffufe  on  the 
fubjeft  of  female  graces,  I  muft.  not  omit 
to  mention  their  crowning  gem;  I  mean, 
piety*  But  as,  like  the  fun  in  the  firma- 
ment, it  difFufes  its  fplendour  over  the 
^hole  moral  world,  and  pervades  every 
good  adlion,  every  well-feafoned  expref- 
fion,  every  chaftencd  thoqght,  I  need  not 
Jfeparately  enlarge  on  this  point.  On  the 
principles  on  which  it  fhould  be  founded, 
we  have  already  largely  defcanted;  the 
^uty  and  advantages  of  devout  cxercifes, 

and 
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,mA  lubitual  retolkdions  of  the  AW 
mighty^  will  give  rife  to  a  few  brief  dbfei:« 
vatioDS,  with  which  I  (hall  coachide  this 
i^iftle* 

Since  ao  fi.tuation  in  life  is  exempted 

from  vtbe  infl^dion  of  deaih  or  calamity^ 

our  abfolute  dependance  upon  the  Ruler 

.  of  ^e  Univerfe  fliould  excite  in  ercany 

.fnind^  not  an  cxicafional  and  ftated^  but  k 

.tronftatit    and  uniform  remembrance  of 

,Him  "  in  whom  we.  live,  move,  and  ha\*c 

•«  QUr  being/*     The  ftill  more  important 

views  which  revelation  difclpfes,  the  cer- 

,€ainty  of  future  judgement,  and  the.know^ 

;Wge  that  neither  rank,  wealth,  talents, 

;iior  bciauty,  cgn  avail  ua  at  the  awfuLaudit, 

.added  P  the  lively  confc.ioufnefs  of  our 

weaknefs  and  infirmity,  of  which  Scriptune 

,has  Uld  us  the  origin^  and  y/e  feel  the  >effe3s 

Jn  ourfclves,  ftrengthen  this  obligation. . 

To  weak,  helplefs,  and  frail  womanhood, 

it  becomes  the  only  ftafF  of  fure  de- 

yoL,  It.  T  pendancc. 
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•pendancCi  'whereon  we  can   fefcly  lean 
during  our  earthly  pilgrimage. 

So  congenial  are  the  fentimehts  of  piety 
to  our  fex,  that  even  a  life  of  diflipation 
can  hardly  eradicate  them,     Sterne  tells 
,us,  that  French  wonnen    regularly   pafs 
'  through  the  ftated  gradations  of  B^uties, 
Belles  Eiprits,  and  Devotees «     I  truft  die 
.intermediate  <:lafs,  who  diftinguifli  them- 
.felves  by  ridiculing  that  religion  at  which 
they  foon  after  tremble>  is  not  numerous 
in  England.     Yet  I  fear  too  many  of  us 
may  bejuilly  reckoned  under  ^he  oppofite 
banners  of  indifferents  zndL^^ntbufieJlSy  who 
mud  be  equally  ftrangers  to  the  conF^or^ 
of  true  devotion^  and  to  the  principies 
of  found  piety.     But  we  have  in  the  pre- 
ceding pages  lamented  this  criminal  neg- 
ligence of  the  "  pearl  of  price,**  and  this 
infufion  of  the  *'  bitter  leaven"  of  mo^ 
rofenels  into  the  bread  of  life. 

I  think> 
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X  thinky  however^  that  in  thofe  ani« 
madverfions  I  did  not  fufBciently  explain 
an  error  which  fanaticifm  has  introduced 
joco  devotion.  The  doftrine  that  Chrifl: 
bas  done  all  for  tas,  is  apt  to  engender  in 
a  weak  and  impaffioned  mind  a  fort  of 
amatory,  attachnnent,  (b  very  different 
j^t)m,the  lowly,  awful»  and  retrained  affec- 
tionj  which  the  character  of  our  Creator^ 
our  Redeemer,  and  our  Sandifier,  ought 
to  infpire,  that  addrefles  compofed  for  the 
purpafe  of  exprefling  this  affedion  arc 
not  only  apt  td  be  irreverent;,  but  to  fa? 
.TOUT  of  blafphenny.  The  terms  celeftial 
^J^ndegroom,  or  Spoufe  of  the  Soul,  be- 
come dangerous  when  lowered  to  indivi^^ 
dual  application.  But  fuch  exprefTions  as, 
**  Thou  abfent  love,  thou  dear  xinknown, 

^*  thou  faireft  of  ten  thoufand  fairs,"  arc 

■  -   •.  ■ 

fitter  for  a  fong  than  a  hymn,  and  are  more 
fuited  to  exprefs  carnal  paflion  than  a  de- 
fire  for  fpiritual  communion.    It  would 

T  2  be 
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be  cafy  to  quote  epithets  and  defcriptiorK 
JTrom  fome  admired  Calviniftical  compo- 
litions,  Whieh  far  outgo  the  utmoft  W^r 
tantjr  of  Scripture^  even  if  we  ptrVttt  tHt 
j>rophetical  aliegories  of  Eaftern  poetryi 
by  degrading  them  from  the'gcneraJ  cdm- 

hiunion  of  Chriil  wldi  all  his  i^thful  fol- 

i 
ioWei-s,  ^o  die  particular  feelings  of  otte 

impalTiChled'iouL 

The-  ftandard  which  our  blcflcd  Lord 
]prefcribed  as  the  pattern  for  devotional 
is  fo  dif eftly  oppbBsc  to  thefe  amhatory  ad- 
dneflfes^ ''that  we  trik^  Wkh  tottfidtricfc-if- 
tert  chat  they  cahn6t  be  {^leafing  tor^  ptM 
and  fpirtttral  God.  From  the  rtampl(!8 
^hiieh  holy  writ  records  of  the  pfajreis  of 
^ev^ut  ifncn  in-paft  ages,  ^€  xmyitfinip 
<hat  good  fenfe,  perfpicuity,  dfffid^ce^ 
liumilicy,  arid  'Q>iribj2iUt^  -of  ' jfeitthnfenf^ 

*  Some  ^maties  ia  low  life^Jiave  i^fi^crndd,  tbt^ 
Ae  Lord's  Pjray^r  is  Bot  worth- ujiifg»  apd  that  tbtsf^ 
lirit  ai§ve  the  Cbaunand^nents. 

hav^ 
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have  conftantly  charafterized  the  favoured 
petitions  of  man  to  Heaven.  Our  liturgy 
is. framed  in  this  fpirk ;  let  the  fame  pre- 
donninate  in  the  compodtions  wtjich  you 
fcledt  for  your  clojet  exercifes.  It  is  not 
qeceflary^  in  order  to  your  prayers  being^ 
heard,  tha£  you  ihould  work  up  your  fcel^ 
ings  to  fervid  ebuUitiop.  Intenfenefs  of 
thought9  and  Jincerity  of  purpofe,  are  the 
iiuman  means  of  making  thofe  requefts 
lieard  at  the  throne  of  grace,  which  afe^, 
cmered  wltb  faith  in  the  great  Interceilbr. 

Rational  piety  is  our  beft  defence 
againft  the  temptations  of  the  world.  You 
well  know,  that  piety  (hould  not  be  con* 
fined  to  the  church  or  the  clofet.  When 
genuine,  (he  is  our  conjiant  companion; 
fpiritualizing  every  event,  influencing  all 
our  aftions,  feafoning  our  ordinary  con- 
verfation,  and  lifting  our  fouls  in  frequent 
ejaculations  above  this  tranfitory  world, 
to  hold  communion  with  that  which  is 
.       .  ,  T  3  eternal. 
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eternal.  It  is  piety  which  muft  fanSifjr 
chaftity,  or  we  (hall  only  be  difcreet  from 
fear,  "  not  pure  in  heart."  She  muft  di- 
reft  the  alms  of  benevolence,  or  liberality 
will  ftop  (hortof  the  blefledneft  bf  charity. 
Candour  is  only  caution  without  her  j.  and 
iWeetntfs  of  temper,  a  mere  animal  pro- 
penfity.  }Azy  this  facred  plant  continue 
to  increafe  and  flobrifh  in  ycmr  foul,  till  ic 
ripens  into  the  fruit  of  immortality,  prays* 
your  tnily  affeftionatc  friend,  ficc 
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LETTER  X. 


Oft  Female  Employments  and  Studies. 


WY  DEAR  MISS  M- 


We  have  confidered  employment  as  ne- 
peflary  to  preferve  our  mkids  in  thai  happy 
ftace.of  equilibrium  whicb  is-  cffential  to. 
good  humour;,  but  we  might  have  taken 
a.  nnore  enlarged  and  formidable  view  of 
idlenefs,  and  defcribed  her  effed  upon  the 
extremes  of  fociety,  where  (he  appears  as 
the  clofe  ally  of  diffipatioa and  profligacy. 
For,  as  perfeft  inaftivity  is  repugnant  to 
our  natures,  vice  and  mifchief  alike  fpring 
from  the  fource  of  indolence ;  and  when 
wc  are  not  occupied  in  doing  what  is  right,. 

T  4  our 
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our  frail  natures  continually  urge  us  to  dk> 
what  is  wrong. 

With  refpcft  to  cnnploymcnt,  women 
are  more  happily  circumftanced  than  the 
other  fex;  the  important  and  fatiguing 
avocations  of  men  neccflarily  impofe  lea- 
fons  of  inaflivity  -,  andj  unlefs  among  thofe 
of  a  literary  turn,  there  are  many  hours  ift 
a  day  which  a  man  fcarcely  knows  how  to 
occupy.  That  ufeful  implement  thfi 
needle,  which  is  no  interruption  to  con- 
verfation^  which  does  not,  ab£bluteljf  chaia 
down  attention,  and  fatigues  neither  the 
body  nor  the  mind,  is  our  conilant  prefer* 
vative  from  laflitude ;  at  the  fame  rime 
that  in  the  majority  of  families  it  is  an 
invaluable  ally  to  ceconomy,  neatnefs,  and 
elegance.  I  do  acknowledge,  that  fomc- 
times,  when  it  gets  into  the  hands  of  a 
pretty  triflcr,  its  produftions  deferve  no 
better  name  than  laborious  idlenefs  •,  but 
the  thorough  houfewifc  wouM  not  ex- 
change 
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change  it  for  the  ceftus  of  Venus ;  and  flic 
knows  how'  to  make  it  as  powerful  a  talif- 
ftizn,  to  preferve  conjugal  efteem  and  do- 
meftic  order. 

.  I  think  the  goddefles  all  excelled  in  the 
arts  of  female  induftry^  except  the  hoyden 
Diana;  and  you  know  Ihe  always  conti* 
«\ied  2ijpnjier.  1  he  heroines  of  old  time 
&pne  at  the  loom  and  the  diftaff^  and 
were  fo  paffionately  attached  to  thefe  oc- 
cupations^  that  it  is  even  recorded  they 
Jighedzi  being  called  ^om  them  to  look  at 
'martial  beaux'^.  The  hiftory  of  the  fair 
I^auiicaa  proves,  that  the  operation  of 
wafhing  clothes  was  not  only  venerable  an^' 
ialutary>  but  really  dignified.  Che  Goddefs 
of  Wildom  defcends  from  Olympus  to 
order  a  Princefe  to  fuperintenjl  the  fuds ; 
and  gives  as  the  oflenfibk  reafbn>  that  fuch 

*  Ste  the  behaviour  of  Helen>  in  the  third  Iliad, 
^hen  fummoned  by  Iris  to  the  Trojan  walls. 

T  5  a  houfe- 
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a  houicwifcly  occupation  would  exftcUtr^e 
time  df  her  nuptials,     I   recommend  tHis 
book  of  the  Odyfley  to  our  treble-refined 
fecond-rate  elegantes,  who  confider  laoir- 
drefs  as  a  more  reproachful  name  than 
courtezan  J  reminding  them  at  the  fame 
time,  that  the  "  Father  of  verfe"  and  firft 
of  cnortal   bards  has   imnrtortalized  that 
employment  which  they  call  fervile  and 
degrading  j  a  convincing  proof,  that  oaly 
falife  taftc  will  confider  that  to  be  con- 
temptible which  is  ufefuL     The  moft  dif- 
tinguifhed  women  of  our  own  country  have 
handed  down  their  names  to  pofterity,  bf 
excelling  in  works  pf  tafte  and  ingenuit]^> 
But  we  need  not  fearch  old  annals  to  de^- 
fcribe  the  tapeftry  and  embroidery  of  ouf 
Matildas  and  Marys  -,  induftry  and  tafte 
ilill  claim  an  intinutc  alliance  with  roy^ 
alty  J  and  where  they  cannot  excite  emu-' 
lation,  at  lead  roufe  commendable^  though 
humble  imitation. 

Ifcel 
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I  feel  great  plcafurc  in  the  cxpcftation, 
chat  Joing  nothing  will  fpeedily  be  as  vul- 
gar and  gothic  as  keing.  nothing  $  and  that 
tboie  to  whooEi  ufeful  employment  is  a 
pofitive  duty,  will  be  obliged  to  have  re- 
courfe  to  it  in  ordfcr  to  be  thought  gcn^ 
tecL  In  one  particular^  I  think  the  le^ 
giflature  n»ight  interfere  with  advantage  ta 
female  induftry.  I  am  not  going  to  pro- 
pofe  fo  bold  a  mealurer  as  that  fummer 
bathing-places  fiiould  be  made  inacceffikU 
CO  ait  but  real  invalids  ^  or  that  no  lady 
ihould  (pend  her  mornings  in  ifaopping, 
but  thoie  who  really  want  to  make  pur* 
chafer.  The  regulacioa  that  I  wiih  to 
propofe  relates  to  my  own  Merhood* 
Suppofe  no  woman  fhould  be  permitted 
to  publiik  an  eiTay  on  induftry^  till  (he 
can  produce  a  written  certificate  that  her 
own  wardrobe  is  kept  in  pcrfeft  order ; 
or  to  drefs  out  fi£litious  chara(fters,  unleis 
ibc  can  ^rove  (like  the  good  wife  in  the 

t6  Proverbs) 
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Proverbs)  chat  (he  has  cloibed  her  houfe-  I 
hold  with  the  labour  of  her  hands.  Some 
advantage^  would  certainly  refuk  front 
fiich  an  ordinance  ^  the  readers  of  faiall 
wares  might  hope  to  keep  pace  with  the 
writers ;  and  the  price  of  paper  would  be 
dinninilhcd  by  the  prefs  being  only  occu- 
pied with  fuch  works  as  are  not  the  la- 
bours of  idleness. 

Bur,  except  in  the  inferior  clafles  of 
ibciety,  female  induftry  is  not  compelled 
to  conftant  diligence  in  mechanical  enir 
ployment.     We  are  defigned  to  be  the 
companions  as  well  as  the  help -mates  d 
man ;  and  it  is  as  much  our  duty  to  ren^ 
der  ourfelves  converfable  and  agreeable^ 
by  enlightening  our  mindsy  as  it  is  to  fu-^ 
perintend  our  houfeholds^  and  to  endea'^ 
vour  by  our  perfonal  exertions  to  condud!^ 
every  thing  with  frugality  and  propriety^ 
As  the  age  feems  difpofed  to  pay  at  ItzSt 
Juffieient  regard  to  what  are  calkd.accom* 

pUlhments, 
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plrfhments,  fome  deuched  obfervations  on 
female  ftudies  fhall  form  the  fubje&  of 
this  letter. 

When  a  competent  flock  of  religious 
knowledge  has  been  acquired  in  early  life^ 
we  may  fefcly  turn  our  minds  from  the 
word  to  the  works  of  God ;  but  I  mud 
cfpecially  prefs  it  upon  nK>therSj  that  fucb 
theological  information  as  may  infure  (la- 
bility of  principle^  ihould  precede  all  but 
an  elementary  acquaintance  with  the  fci- 
enccs*.     Much  injury,  I  am  perfuaded, 
has  been  done  by  purfuing  the  contrary 
order  of  inftruftion ;  for  knowledge  is  ex- 
tremely apt  to  puff  up  the  mind  of  young 
ftudents,  who  are  foon  (atisfied  with  their 
own  acquirements.    Many  have  been  thu» 
taught  to  reft  in  fecond  caufes,  and  many 
have  been  confufed  by  fuch  an  erroneous 
application  of  abftradt  terms,  as  aicribe^ 

*  See  Letter  5  th,  where  tlus  fobjeft  is  mor^ 
largely  treated. 

almoft 
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srimoft  diYinc  powers  to  the  paflive  iir-' 
ftrumchts  of  the  Almighty.  When  wer 
have  learned  to  diftinguiQi  between  the 
Creator  and  the  created ;  whexi  we  have 
obtained  fufficient  knowledge  of  the  linnits 
of  human  under  (landing,,  to  beware  of 
pulhing  our  enquiries  into  thole  rtgim^ 
of  obfcurity,  where  reigns  the  "  God  who- 
"  hidcth  himfelf  i"  when  our  faith  is  too 
firmly  built  to  be  Ihaken  by  thofe  diffi- 
culties and  objedlions  which  lurk  at  the 
threshold  of  fcience,  and  prove  dangerous* 
ftmnbling^ blocks  to  precipitation  andfelf- 
conceit,  then,  and  not  till  then,  we  may 
attempt  to  become  philofophers ;  for  the 
fruit  of  the  tree  of  knowledge  muft  not  be 
gathered  in  preference  to  the  fruit  of  the 
cree  of  li&. 

Great  caution  (bould  be  ufed  in  the  fc- 
kdbion  of  authors  from  whom  we  receive 
fcientific  inftruftion.  French  writers  have 
generally  a  picafant  method  of  conveying 

information  ^ 


information;  ijut  many  of  their  works 
(as  alfo  fcvcral  popular  German  produc- 
tions of  this  kind)  are  fo  tinfturcd  with 
dtifm,  as  to  be^  unjaft  preceptors  j  efpe- 
cially  to  inexperience,  which  is  ever  more 
apt  to  be  charmed  by  wit  and  elegancci 
than  attentive  to   argumentative  deduc- 
tions.    My  knowledge  of  the  fciences  is 
by  much  too  limited  tO' permit  me  to  ftate 
what  books  would  be  moft  proper  for 
tyros.     I  would  only  advifc  the  young 
ftudent  to  make  foundnefs  of  principle  an 
eflential  requifite  in  inquiries  of  this  fort  j 
and  never  to  venture  on  the  perufal  of  a 
dtiftical  author  (however  celebrated),  uiv- 
lefs  (he  be  guided  in  her  ftudies  by  fomc 
judicious  friend,  who  will  point  out  the 
obje<^ionable  paflages,  and  deteA  the  fal- 
tacies  which  they  are  intended  to  fopport*. 
I  have  already  obferved>  that  profound 
or  abftrufe  learning  does  not  feem  fo  well 
fuitcd  to  our  fcx  as  ethics  and  the  belles 
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Iettrc$;  becaufe  the  length  of  time  and 
abftradtion  of  mind  that  the  former  re- 
quire, are  generally  incompatible  with  our 
duties  in  life,  which,  though  compara- 
tively Icfs  important  than  thofe  of  men, 
are  hourly  recurring.  Many  women,  how- 
ever, are  exempted  by  fituation  from  theft 
obligations  j  and  when  leifur.e  and  inclina- 
tion  arc  united  to  ability,  there  can  be  na 
reafonabk  objeftion  to  our  employing  our 
talents  in  fuch  refearches  as  maft,  whcp 
properly  direfted,  promote  the  glory  of 
God  and  the  good  of  our  fellow-creatures* 
Natural  hiftory*,  experimental  philolbphy, 
botany,  and  aftronomy,  open  a  delightfot 
field  of  inftxuftive  entertainment  to  every 

*  The  delicate  and  compa(rionate  female  need  not 
be  cautioned  agMnft  difgufting  or  cruel  experiments. 
She  will  not  be  required  to  perform  furgical  opera- 
tioiis,  which  can  alone  warrant  tholb  expofi^res  of 
the  hinnan  fi>rm  divine*  or  thofe  wanton  toctaies  of 
animals,  which  are  excu&bk  on  no  other  ground. 

young 
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young  woman;  and  ifpurfucd  wittipro*- 
priety  and  dircretion>  cannot  fail  to  furni{!r 
tbem  with  many  agreeable  ideas  to  folaCe^ 
the  winter  of  life,  when  our  infirmities  m 
a  great  meafure  feclude  us  from  focietyfr 
and  the  falling  away  of  our  dear  eonnexi-^ 
ons  compels  us  to  depend  on  felf-amu(e* 
ment*  A  temperate  purfuit  of  thefe  fci- 
ences  will  alfo  be  of  great  fervice  in  quicks 
ening  our  obfervation,  or  rather  in  divert- 
ing it  from  frivolous  ob^edls^  and  in  form-' 
mg  habks  of  clofe  attention  and  argu^ 
mentative  dedudion;  qualities  in  which 
women  are  fuppofed  to  be  defective.  But 
I  muft  alfo  add,  that  intenfe  (ludy  is  apt 
to  engender  querulous  irritability^  and. all 
that  train  of  evils  which  attend  on  nervous 
affe<Stions^  and  if  the  more  vigorous 
ftrehgthj,  more  capacious  intelledt,  and 
more  folid  judgement  of  man  cannot  reQft 
thefe  effefts,  what  may  we  not  expedt 
will  be  the  refult,  when  the  infirmities  of 

nature 


jHTTure  are  added  to    the  infirmities  of 
recondite*  abftraftion  ?   Men  of  profbuncf 
fcience  generally  acquire  feme  unpleafant 
habits  J  and  the  ridicule  attached  to  their 
foibles  is  not  entirely  obviated  by  the 
eonfideration   of  the  utility  of  their  la- 
bours, or  xhtneceffity  for  tberr  profecuting' 
them  with  ai)idtty.     As  cuftom  has  not 
taaght  us  to'  expeft  fuck  advantages  front 
the  philofophicai   refearches   of  womeiiy 
we  feem  to  have  a  lefs  juft  defence  from- 
raillery  when  we  overftrain  them.     Tbc^ 
learned  lady,  in.  Roderic  Random,  is  t 
mere    amuzing  carirattire    than  Madant 
D*Arblay*s  Dr.  Orkbone  f  and  the  reafon 
isy  that  (he  appears  more  out  of  her  fphcre 
and  latitude,  andy  like  the  bear  in  a  boat) 
encountering   an  element  on   which   fhc 
had  no  bufincls  to  embark.     When  a  wo-* 
msLti/eis  up  for  the  diftinSioji  of  fcientificir 
file  at  lead:  fhews  that  fhe  has  vanquifheii^ 
ihpfc  wife  fcnfibiUtics  of  her  fex,  whicl* 

mad^ 
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made  Iier  peculiarly  fufceptible  of  the  fhafcs- 
of  fatirc. 

Will  you  fufpeft  my  peculiar  tafte 
gives  a  bias  to  my  judgment,  if  I  deter-^ 
mine  that  hiftory^  and  thofe^  fpecies  of 
compofitionr  which  have  been  diftin* 
guFftied*  by  the  name  of  BHtifh  claflic^j^ 
confllitute  the  Ipecies  of  ftudy  that  is 
moft  fuitable  to  the  capacity,  fituation,. 
andf^  dilpofition  of  women?  PredudetJ 
ft6m  taking  an  a:flfual  view  of  humaif 
naiture  as  it  is  exhibited  in  the  different 
walks  of  life,  it  is  yet  highly  neccflary 
that  we  fhould  know  the  beings  with 
wfirom  we  are  dcftined  to  fojourn.  His- 
tory, and  tfiofc  agreeabfy  uiftrudlive  ef- 
fayifts  who  form  ah  almoft  unique  elafs 
jh  our  national  literature,  mutually  iltuf- 
trate  the  rcfpe<5lrve  pages  which  teach  us 
iRfhlt  man  is  in  private  life,  and  how  he 
ims  afted  as  an  aggregate  body.  In  the 
hiftorical  record,  it  is  delightful  to  ob- 
firvc  how  the  individual  nature  of  mar> 

has 
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h^s  been  modified  by  external  circunr- 
ftances,  and  how  the  fame  train  of  political 
caufes  uniformly  produces  fimilar  events^, 
varied  in  circumftances^  but  correiponding 
in  refuit.  From  tracing  the  prpgrcfs  of  fo- 
ciety  through  the  gradations  of  barb»:i(ini, 
improvement,  civilization,  .  ri^finement, 
luxury,  degradation,  corruption,  and  de-' 
cay  5  we  torn  with  delight  to  thofe  powerful; 
moralifts  who  dev  elope  the  minute  fprings 
ofaAionj  and  endeavour  to  reftrain  thofe 
bofbm  irait&rs  wha  &p  the  foundation  of 
private  virtue,  and  prove  more  dcftru6tivc 
to  flates  and  empires  than  legions  of  ene<- 
mies  s  and  we  rile  from  the  perufal  widi 
a  vii>tuous  determination-  not  to  accelerate 
the  ruin  of  our  country,  either  by  iDr 
creafing  the  fatal  preponderance  of  na- 
tional gmlt,  or.  the  burden  of  coUcdive 
weaknefs, 

•*  Among  thofe  fundry  advantages,,': 
fays  the  learned  and  intelligent  Howe^ 
^^  which  accrue  to  a  reader  of  hiftory,  one 

«  is» 
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*•  IS,  that  no  modern  accident  can  fecm 
••*  ftrange  to  him.    He  will  leave  oflF  won- 
'^  dcring  at  any  thing,  in  regard  he  may 
***  remember  to  have  heai-d  of  the  fame, 
^  or  much  the  fame  event,  which  hath 
^*  happened  ih  former  times  i  therefore  he 
'**  doth  not  ftand  ftaring  like  a  child  at 
^*  an  uniifual  fpedbacle,  like  that  fimple 
^  American  who,  the  firft  time  he  faw  a 
^''Spaniard  on  horfeback,    thought  the 
"**  man  and  the  beaft  to  be  but  one  crea- 
^  turc.     Now  indeed,  not  to  be  an  hifto- 
"^^  rian,  that  is,  not  to  know  what  fot-ciga 
'^^  nations  and  our  fore&thers  did,  .is  ftill 
•^  to  be  a  child  who  gazeth   at  every 
**  thing  5   whence  may"  be   in&rred  that 
^*  there  is  no  knowledge  v^hich  ripeneth 
"**  jw%€iment  and   puts  one  out  of  his 
^*  nonage,  iboner  than  hiltory."  The  pe- 
culiar applicability  of  thefe  obfervations  to 
the  alarming  and  eventful  times  in  which 
we  Kve,  is  (oo  obvious  Co  need  difcufiion. 
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If,  as  is  generally  allowed*  judgemcAt 
1^  the  point  wherein  women  arc  moft  de* 
festive,  the  advantage  of  hiftorical  J^ead- 
iDg,  to  our  fex*  is  at  once  decided.  But 
as  information  and  utility  Ihould  ziwzys 
precede  amufemenc»  I  muft  requeft  the 
jroung  (hident  to  fit  down  to  the  venerable 
iblio^  or  thick  o£tavo,  rather  with  a  de* 
termination  to  be  enter idrnd  by  itifiruBsMf 
jthan  to  apply  to  inftru&ion  foiP  the  jmiv 
j>urpofe  of  enteritumncni  i  (he  (hould  there- 
fore be  taught  to  prefer  digefted  details  of 
/a£ts,  to  bundles  of  anecdotes.  The  rage 
ibr  numerous  acquifitions^  which  has 
unhappily  fuperfeded  a  defire  ofjblui  at* 
tsunmentS)  has  given  popularity  to  writen 
of  memoirs  and  detailers  of  bon  mots^  ca 
the  great  ilifadvamage  of  grave  n^uTator& 
Events  drefled  up  in  the  ftyle  of  romance 
partake  too  much  of  fidtion  to  be  inftruc- 

tive,  and  the  hiftorians  (hould  be  too  niucb 

*  •    •  ... 

devoted  to  the  fervice  of  truth>  ooftepout 
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mi  iiis  road  for  any  etnbelli(bment  foreiga 

•to  his  great  de(ign.    Court  gallantries  are 

las  uninftrudive  as  the  memoirs  of  cour- 

^isczansj  and   probably  as  exaggerated,  if 

Oiot  asfpurious.  Readers  whoxonfine  their 

^  ^Jknowledge  of  pail  times  ^o  the&  faint 

r  <iketches,  may  become  goad  goffip^  but  can 

^  ^ever  ht  bifttmians. 

1 1     Biography  is  a  branch  of  hiftory,  and 

4n  Ikilful  and  ingenious  hands  becomes  a 

I  \iburce  of  elegant  and    in(lru£tive  enter- 

i:  *tainment.     I  lament  that  public  curioiity 

-  HQiould  have  ftimulated  this  very  agreeable 

-  lipecies  of  literature  into  the  conBnes  of 
\  stittle  tatde ;  or  that  private  aSeAion 
I,  ilhould  have  adorned  it  widi  the  too  vivid 
^.  iiQolours  of  eulogy..  No  fooner  does  a 
^  idiftinguiihed  wi^iter  take  his  flight  ^o  the 
i;..t«KH:kl  of  fpirits,  but  approbation  iwelk 

into  admiration ;  every  defe£l  in  his  moral 
«0r  literary  reputation  is  (oj:  the  moment 
obliterated^  and  not  only  do  his  previous 

noies 
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tMtes  leem  fwceter,  but^veiy  ear  is  turncdf 
to  catch  die  unknown  ftrains  of  the  de- 
fined Swan,  and  to  learn  everjr  particular 
cif  a  charafter  on  which  death  has  ikt  ns 
feal.  FriendOiip  readily  prepares,  nor 
merelf  his  regmem,  but  his  ap^beofii. 
Vices  are  either  pafled  in  filence,  or  fo 
drefled  and  painted^  that  an  illicit  attach- 
tnent^  or  a  notorious  error,  has  a  chance 
•of  becoming  the  feraphtc  flame  of  Pla- 
tonic love,  or  the  ingenuous  devodon  of 
^  flrong  mind  to  trudi.  We  might  allow 
ibme  palliadon  of  infirmity,  or  fome  'tSL^ 
dggeradoo  of  excellence,  to  the  ^wounded 
ietlings  of  bereaved  afFoftion,  agoaiascii 
by  a  recent  lofs ;  but  iuch  impofitions  on 
pubHe  prifKfiple  are  often  too  audackM 
to  pafs  undiaftifed.  Even  the  genius  and 
ftem  virtue  €^  a  Milton,  (hpuld  notl^ 
permitted  to  fandjon  his  defence  of  i^iiM 
^  the  exprefs  words  of  our  Saviour  pofitiv^ 
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-ferbid^;  nor  Ihould  the  romantic,  but 
'.  imqucftibnably  pure  aflfeftion  of  the  de« 
■  vout  bard  of  Vauclufe,  be  produced  as 
'SUi  allowable  parallel  for  the  equivocal 
-  Laura  of  a  deiftical  voluptuary. 

Can  the  caufe  of  morals  or  of  juft  taftc 

•  be  benefited  by  that  very  nninute  rcfearch 
i  into  the  aflies  of  the  dead,  which  now  con- 

ftitutes.  the  ton  of  reading  ?  Human  na* 
■'  ture  is  never  free  from  errors  or  weak- 
,  neiles ;   and  a  benefaftor  of  the  public 

•  (which  every  good  writer  certainly  is) 
deferves  better  than  to  have  all  his.  lefler 
peccadillos  exhibited  to  the  triumphant 

•  gaze  of  literary  eves-droppers.  No  one 
who  enters  on  the  thorny  maze  of  lettered 
life  can  hope  to  efcape  enemies ;  ■  how 
:|)recious  to  fuch  is  every  petty  detail, 
which,  in  reality,  only  proves  that  the  au- 

>  thor  was  a  frail  as  well  as  a  mortal  being  I 

•  On  the  fubjed  of  divorce,  fee  Matt.  5  th  chap., 
3  2d  vcrfc. 

VOL.  lit  xj  '   Even 
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£ven  the  utility  of  their  labours  is  & 
tninilhed^  by  thus  raking  into  the  private 
charaftcrs  of  thofe  who  have  deferved  r^ 
nown  as  public  in(lru6lors.  Steele  ms 
elegant  as  a  writer^  and  perfuafive  as  a  ino« 
raliil.  True ;  but  Steele  z6ted  by  other 
laws  than  thoie  which  he  enforced  ;  for  be 
was  a  debauchee  and  a  fpendthrift*  Will 
thofe  who  know  this  be  equally  convinced 
by  his  arguments,  or  reftrained  by  his 
fatire  ?  Johnfon  was  a  Haven,  a  dogmatifl, 
and  a  voracious  eater,  uncouth  in  his  per- 
fon,  and  difpleafing  in  his  manners.  Had 
we  only  known  him  from  his  literary  r^ 
mains,  we  fliould  have  pronounced  him  a 
£entkman,  a  fage,  and  a  faint. 

And  (hall  we  then  make  no  enquiries 
a^tcr  thofe  whofe  voice  was  once  heard  in 
all  lands,  when  they  are  laid  cold  and  fiieot 
in  the  dark  houfe  of  their  forefathers/ 
Shall  no  memorial  be  placed  upon  tbetf 
graves,  but  what  their  own  genius  raifed 


during  their  lives  ?   None,  perhaps,  can* 
be  equally  appropriate  i  but  if  we  alloMr 
friendfhip  or  literary  attachment  to  bring 
an  offering,  let  the  garland  be  chafte  and 
dignified.    Let  not  an  irreverent  hand 
heedlefsly    tear   away  that   facred   veiJ| 
which  Ihould  cover  the  failings  as  well  a4 
the  ruins  of  mortality.     But  if  their  errors 
were  fo  interwoven  with  their  hiftory  that 
they  muft  be  mentioned,  or  if  the  good 
of  the  living  ftimulates  you  to  difregard 
the  privacy  of  the  grave,  hewan^  as  you 
value  your  own  immortal  foul,  or  would 
jivoid  being  refponfible  for  the  fedudion 
of  thoufands  whom  your  falfc  glofles  may 
vitiate,  beware  of  giving  to  what  is  wror.g 
the  difguife  of  merit.     Call  not  impiety  I  y 
the  name  of  Angularity ;  afcribe  not  the 
praife  of  liberality  to  licentioufnels.     Let 
not  a  traduccr  of  the  word  of  God  be 
recorded  as  its  zealous  illuftratorj  and 
Clever  call  an  apoftle  of  feditipn  a  peace- 

v%  «ble 
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^ble  and  valuable  fubjed.  If  you  nar« 
rate  the  aflions  of  a  Tom  Pain^  or  9 
Jonathan  Wild,  do  not  copy  their  nica* 
tal  portraits  from  a  Walfingham  or  a 
Crichton.  The  life  of  a  bad  man  may 
be  rendered  as  inftrudtive  as  the  adven* 
tures  of  a  hero ;  but  not  by  cmfoundh^ 
their  irreconcileable  charaderiftics. 

When  a  biographer  avoids  thcfe  errors^ 
and  remains  alike  faithful  to  truth  and 
to  delicacy,  his  labours  may  be  clafTcd 
among  the  moft  inftruftive  ftudies,  pro- 
vided he  be  fufficiently  guarded  againft 
the  prevailing  error  of  dilation.  Of  late 
years,  books  fecm  to  be  infefted  with  the 
difcafe  of  the  enchanted  helmet  of  Otrantoj 
and  have  taken  to  fuch  an  enormous  hcav-  ' 
ing  and  fwelling,  that  many  fage  prog- 
pofticators  foretel  that  they  will  certainly 
overwhelm  the  caftle  of  literature.  Con- 
fcious  that  my  own  labours  have  fonoc* 

rivhat  contributed  to  this  ftupendous  mafe 

IwiU 
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I  will  confine  my  cenfures  to  a  fpecics  of 
publication  in  which  at  frejent  I  have  clean 
hands.  The  private  letters  of  dcceafcd 
public  charafters,  promife  to  furnilh  fiich 
An  inexhauftible  fupply  of  materials  to  the 
gormandizing  appetite  of  readers,  that  it 
is  indeed  doubtful  (if  we  may,  without 
irreverence,  apply  the  words  of  infpira- 
tion  to  another  fubjeft)  "  whether  the 
•*  world  will  contain  the  books  that  will 
f*  be  written/*  Nothing  can  be  better 
calculated  to  gratify  thofe  who  devour 
rather  than  digeft  reading,  than  fragments 
hapipily  refcued  from  the  lumber  garrets, 
and  efcaped  the  brooms  of  hbufe-maids 
and  the  fury  of  cooks ;  for  the  minority. o£ 
th^fe  compofitions  will  never  [prove  the 
lieaft  burden  to  the  memory,  arid  muft  ac 
every  perufal  poffefs  all  the  charms  of 
«)vclty,  fave  that  of  being  wet  from  the 
prefs.  When  tho  confidential  communica- 
tiom  of  really  eminent  people  are  thus 

V  3  forced 
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forced  into  notice,  we  may  call  it  the  moll 
barbarous  method  of  aflfaflinating  litera* 
ture  that  has  ever  been  invented  j  for  it  i$ 
compelling  the  dead  to  murder  their  own 
reputation,   and  enjoining  the  living  to 
reftrain  all  thofe  ebullitions  of  the  heart 
which  give  value  to  friendly  correfpond- 
ence.     It  is  ftrange,  that  confcience  does 
not  operate  as  a  check  upon  this,  book- 
making  propenfity.     The  fuggcftions  o^ 
a  literary  friend  are  too  facred  to  be  cx- 
pofed  to  vanity  ;  nor  fhould  a  page  of  3 
deceafed  author  be  committed  to  public 
view,  which  we  are  convinced  the  writer 
intended  to  confign  to  oblivion.     Surely^ 
to  do  fo  is  as  indecorous  as  to  tear  the 
decaying  body  from  the  concealing  grav^ 
and  to  exhibit  its  humiliating  corruption. 
Let  thofe  whofe  eager  curiofity  is  gratified 
by  thefc  perufals,  put  themfelves  in  the 
place  of  the  writer,  and  then  decide  on  the 
jtedUtude  and  delicacy  of  thefe  expofures. 

The 
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The  hiftory  of  the  globe  that  we  in- 
habit, unqueftionably  holds  the  next  place 
to  the  ftudy  of  the  nature,  duties,  and 
aftions  of  mankind.  Voyages  and  travels, 
illuftrated  by  a  competent  acquaintance 
with  geography  and  natural  hiftory,  form 
ja  moft  inftruftive  branch  of  literature, 
extremely  well  calculated  to  improve  and 
inform  the  underftanding  of  our  fex;,  for 
liere,  as  I  before  obferved  of  hiftory,  we 
xniift  generally  be  contented  to  know 
things  by  report,  inftead  of  aftuai  obfer- 
vation.  It  is  much  to  be  lamented,  tha( 
^s  fpecies  of  knowledge,  like  natu- 
ral philofophy,  has  been  ufed  as  a  me- 
dium for  conveying  the  poifon  of  deifm  s 
and  that  nature,  in  this  inftance  alfo^ 
fliould  be  fb  mifreprelented  as  to  make 
her  /peak  a  language  bojiile  to  revelation. 
Thofe  pefts  of  fociety,  the  illuminized 
philofophifts  of  anarchy,  have  ftill  further 
ibi^ed  the  pure  page  of  fcicnce,  by  the 

V  4  -    incror 
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introduftion  of  defcriptions  at  which  chat 
tity  would  revolt,  and  have  fhewn  them- 
fclvcs  fiich  hardy  advocates  of  depravity, 
as  to  facrifice  unity  of  defign  to  the  dc- 
fire  of  contaminating'  others.  There  are, 
however,  many  works  of  this  kind  exemp 
from  thcfe  llrong  objeftions  \  and  a  young 
woman  in  eafy  circunnilances  cannot, 
without  grofs  ignorance,  negledt  a  branch 
of  information  which  brings  her  acquain^ 
«d  with  the  world  of  which  fhe  is  an  in^ 
habitant. 

The  adventures  of  travellers  and  lailorr 
are  often  lb  extraordinary,  and  the  viciflB* 
tudes  and  dangers  to  which  they  are  ex* 
pofed  are  fo  interefting,  that  I  cannot  help 
recommending  this  deicription  of  reading, 
to  roufc  the  attention  and  corredt  *  the  er- 
rors of  thofe  pitiable  people,  who  are  the 
viftims  of  imaginary  diftrefles.  Spleei^ 
ennui,  chagrin,  laffitude,  and  all  the  va-f 
tious  train  of  miferies  which  extreme.  in« 

diligence 


44t 

^  clulgenc^  diflipation>  or  romantic  expeAa- 
.  tion>  are  apt  to  engender^  muft  furely  feel 
their  own  infigniBcance^  and  the  abfurditjr 
of  their  petty  woes,  when  they  accom- 
.  pany  a  Byron  around  the  barren  (hores  of 
Terra  del  Fuego,  in  fearch  of  the  (pon* 
.  taneous  productions  of  penurious  nature  ;. 
or  fail  with  an  IngleBeld  in  an  open  boat, 
almoft  deftitute  of  food,  acro(s  the  wide 
expanfe  of  the  Adantic  ocean.     1  s  it  really 
fuch  a  mifery  to  be  left  out  of  a  pleafant 
party,  to  have  a  dinner  fpoiled,  or  a  gown 
ill-made  ?  Look  at  Alexander  Selkirk  pa 
his  folitary  ifland,  divided,  as  theexperi^ 
cnce  of  many  an  annual  fun  had  told  him,. 
from  human  fbciety,  and  expofed  to  the 
torrid  profpeft  of  perifhing  for  want,  whea 
decrepitude  fhould  prevent  him  from  em- 
ploying his.  bodily  agility  in  procuring  his 
daily  food.     Contemplate  the  heroical  af- 
fcciates  of  Cook  at  their  loathed  repafl:  j  yet 
tindauntcdly  perfevering  in  the  magnani- 
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mous  defign  of  afcertaining,  whether  tfitf 
cheerlcfs  domains  of  the  Antardtic  Pdc 
could  add  to  the  renown  or  ftrength  of 
their  country.    Behold  the  brave  Ledyard^ 
or  the  patient  Park,  naked,  fick,  and  dcf- 
titute,  in  the  wilds  of  Samojedia,  or  the 
itiorafles  of  Bambara.     Remember  that 
they  had  bodies  and  minds  framed'  of  die 
fame  Hiaterials  with  your  own;  blufli  at 
difguifing  your  faftidious  feUilhnefs  under 
the  name  of  fenfibility,  and  lift  tip  your 
eyes  to  Heaven  in  pious  gratitude  at  your 
happier  lot. 

From  faft  and  moral  illuftration,  let  us 
now  turn  to  the  regions  of  fiftion  ;  where, 
with  your  permifTion,  I  will  endeavour  to 
draw  a  brief  contraft  between  ancient  and 
modern  romance,  as  far  as  it  may  be  fup^ 
pofed  to  be  connefted  with  national  cha^ 
rafter.     That  fair  affemblage  of  lovelinefs^ 
peace,  fimplicity,  and  purity^  which  youths 
ful  poets  ufed  to  paint,  and  Surreys  and- 
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Sydheys  purfued,  has  now  deferred  the 
ideas  of  ihe  bard  and  romancer.  I  fcarcc» 
ly  dare  confefs  the  partiality  which  I  fed 
fbr  the  exiled  mufes,  or  lament  that>  un«^ 
kfs  they  are  devoted  to  fome  local  or  far- 
caftical  fubjcdl,  they  can  fcarcely  be  en^ 
dured  by  the  fair  languid  ftudcnt,  evcn^ 
during  the  moment  when  "  her  gentle 
foubrette  taftefully  arranges  her  braided 
trefles,"  or  folds  in  feeming  negligence 
the  undulating  flow  of  her  drapery.  Mo^ 
dern  difcoveries  have  clearly  afcertained^. 
dat  it  was  a  geographical  abfurdity  to 
fuppofe  that  Arcadia  ever  formed  a  papt 
of  Old  England ;  and  the  removal  of  this 
region  of  difinterefted  love  and  pure  feiv- 
timent  has  been  followed  by  the.  banifh- 
ment  of  all  its  inhabitants.  Nymphs  and' 
fwains,.  dancing  fauns>  and-  piping  fatyrs,. 
all  have  vaniflied,  together  with  thofe  in- 
valuable tokens  of  inviolable  attachment,. 
^  true  lovers  knots,'*  and  *'  crooks  he- 

u6  ^'Hudded!" 
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^'  ft'uddcd"  around.     We  are  become  ft 

:much  more  enlightened  than  our  immr- 

■ 

diate  predeceflbrs,  that  I  qucftion  whedft 
Maid  Marian  would  now  condefcend*^ 
accept  a  garland  of  vale  flowers  fronni  CoRi 
-Cloutj  without  informing  him  that  Mi6 
"Betty  Blackberry  laughed  at  all  flowers 
which  were  not  made  by  the  milliner. 

The  fair  imaginer  of  the  prcfent  day  is 
formed  upon  the  model  of  fbme  lovely 
heroine,  whofe  name  runs  through  five 
fyllables  of  vowels  and  liquids^  and  whofe 
charaAer  and  endowments  are  a  com- 
pendium of  the  wonderful.  She  is  either 
born  in  very  high  life,  or  by  feme  happy 
arrangement  gets  among  Dukes,  Earls, 
and  Lords,  or,  it  may  be,  a  Prince  or  two, 
by  way  of  variety  j  where  (he  vanquilhes 
a  fufficlent  number  of  hearts,  and  lofes 
her  own  to  fome  very  rich  and  exem- 
plary man,  with  whom  it  is  neceflary  (he 
ihould  have  a  vaft  many  mifunderftand- 
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*ing$;   fometimes  arifing  from  miflakcs, 
and  fometimes  from  the  villany  of  rivals 
^r  relations.    Either  the  gentleman  or  the 
'ftdy  muftbe  furcto  lofe  a  fortune;  biit 
^en  they*  muft-  alfo  (do  what  is  fo  vtry 
' common  in  Yeal  life)  find  a  much  greater 
unexpectedly.     They  muft    alfo  be  very 
near  dying ;  but  this  muft  be  about  the 
end  of  the  fixth  volume,  by  way  of  fmooth- 
ing  all  difficulties  to  the  marriage  cere- 
mony, which  takes  place  in  the  feventR,. 
and   difmifTes  the  unparallelled  pair  txx 
certain  felicity  \  the  eventful  part  of  their 
lives  being  now  over^  they  are  only  to  frifk 
. .  like  lambs  or  coo  like  doves. 

It  may  indeed  happen,  that  the  coftumc 
of  the  romance  may  change,  and  the  hero- 
ine be  conducted  through  the  enchanted 
labyrinth  of  gothic  fcenery  and  adventure, 
infteadof  fummer  bathing- places  and  win- 
ter galas.  Here  it  will  be  necelTary  to 
produce  lejs  embarrafsment  and  more  nni- 
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fcrjr.  K"  there  be  left  edifying  convcria^ 
tioiii  the  reader  will  be  oftener  chilled  bf 
korror  and  petrified  with  aftoniOimenC^ 
She  will  here  recognize  many  old  ac^ 
quaintance^  the  modern  valet  and  pett 
chambermaid  will  be  antiquated  in  nothing 
bux:  drefs  and  name.  Parents  and  rivals 
will  retain  their  inveterate  obliquity ;  and 
the  grand  requifites^  an  unexceptionable 
lover  and  a  fplendid  fortune^  will  never 
he  omitted.  Few  ftudies  would  be  more 
improving  than  the  perufal  of  a  familiar 
.fidicious  narrative  really  written  in  days 
.  of  yore.  To  know  how  the  belles  of  an- 
tiquity thought,  talked,  and  afted*,.  would 
aSbrd  an  exquiQte  treat  ta.  (I  hope  not 
irreverent)  curiofity  j  but  we  can  derive 
but  little  gratification  from  feeing  the 
luxurious,  fentimental,.  philofophizing  ft^ 

•  The  Memoirs  of  Agrippina  might  here  be  com- 
mended as  a  fufHciently  ^ithful  tranicript  of  andent 
tnanners,  but  they  afpireto  ftill  higher. applaufc; 
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male  of  the  eighteenth  century,  pkcecf  n 
the  bower-window,  where,  three  hundred 
years  ago,  the  Lady  of  theCaftfc  "  fat  m 
**  penfive  mood^  and  looked  o'er  hill  and 
•«  dale."'  Is  it  not  like  a  Bond-ftreet 
dt-efs-maker  attired  iit  the  ftole  of  the; 
cmprefs  Julia  ? 

The  higher  walk  of  gothicr  narrative 
has  been  fuccefsfuUy  occupied  by  a  lady 
©f  real  genius  and^  informed-  judgment. 
She  &ems  tahave varied  the  eventful  fcene 
as  far  as  our  knowledge  of  other  times 
will  admit ;  but  her  power  has  been  chiefly 
Siewn  in  contriving  myfteries  fo  dreadful 
tnd  ine3q)Ucable,  that  even  her  own  fertile 
imagination  can  do  no  more  than  break  the 
ipell  at  once,  as  it  is  impoffible  to  make 
the  denouement  fully  gratify  the  foul-har- 
rowing fufpence  by  which  it  was  preceded. 
I  have  fufpcfted,-  that  this  writer,  with,  all 
her  appropriate  knowledge  o£  her  fubje&s, 
felt  the  difficulty  of  fupporting  the  pro* 
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pricty*  of  manners  of  which  fo  few  traits 
:  have  been  preferved  s  and  therefore  com* 
prcffcd  the  narrative-  part  of  her  works, 
.  by  beftpwing'  more  fpace  on  her  defcrip- 
;  tions  of  nature^  which  are  always  fublime 
^,tnd  beautiful  j    though  the   reader  feels 
them  fometimes  painfully  fufpend  the  pep* 
■  gre^  of  the  ftory.     This  local  painting  iSi 
however,  idrfcriptive  of  the  manners  'of  the 
.  times  that*  flie.  treat$  of,  jas'well  as  pf  the 
tinaltered  face  of  rural  beauty*     Ih  times 
of  feudal  grandeur,  the*  folitary  Baroneft 
mud  (while  her  Lord  was  engaged  in  the 
fports  of  the  chace,  or  the  toils  of  war) 
have  often  amufed  her  pcnfive  hours  by 
feeing  the  fetting  fun  light  up  the  au- 
tumnal foliage  of  the  foreft  into  a  thoufand 
glowing  tints,  or  in  tracing  "  the  pale  re- 
*•  fler.  of  Cynthia's  brow"  on  the  fullen 
waters  of  the  lake.     But  to  return  from* 
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What  effcft,  (hall  we  enquire,  has  the 
general  turn  of  fidtitious  adventure  on  an 
age  in  which  toery  young  woman  reads, 
and  many  confine  their  knowledge  to  this 
i^cies  of  mifinformation  ?  Does  it  teach 
them  what  things >^^^  hem^  or  what  things 
tffv  t  Certainly  not  s  for  fuch  beings  and 
ibch  an  order  of  things,  never  did  nor 
ever  can  exift.  Parents  arc  quite  as  apt 
to  Judge  rightly  for  their  children,  as  chil- 
dren are  to  form  a  proper  eftimate  of 
what  is  good  for  themfclveai  and  the 
chance  between  the  diftnterefiedmfs  of  pa- 
ternal afFeftion,  and  that  of  him  whoi 
playt  the  lover's  part,  is  in  favour  of  the 
former.  Heroes  and  heroines,  or,  in  plaia 
Englilh,  men  and  women,  n^ver  did  pof-^ 
feis  fech  an  accumulation  of  fplendid 
graces  and  virtues  as  are  colleAed  to-v 
gether  in  thefe  falfe  prifms.  The  unrea- 
ibnably  fufpicious  lover  is  fure  to  makf 
mil  unreafonably  jealous  hufband.  Violent 
^^  *•  attach-i 
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attachments  are  either  never  lafting,  or  tfie 
Iburce  of  unhappinefs,  being  always  ac- 
companied with  painful  irritation  of  mindr 
Suitable  offers  of  marriage  occur  tea 
rarely,  for  a  young  woman  to  expeft  more 
from  the  majority  of  her  followers,  thait 
that  evani^cent  admiration  which  is  paid  ta 
4tU  who  have  the  reputation  of  fortune,  wity 
f>r  beauty.  Virtue  is  more  feverely  tried 
by  a  multiplicity  of  petty  evils,  than  by 
great  conflifts ;  and  benevolence  difplays 
her  heavenly  nature  by  minute  attentions^ 
oftener,  and  with  more  beneficial  eflfeft, 
than  by  extraordinary  exertions.  SuSdcn 
reverfes  of  fortune  are  umifual,  and  fo  arc 
afts  of  great  liberaRty.  Adventures  rart^ 
happen  to  z  prudent  woman,  and  new 
without  injury  to  her  reputation.  Licen- 
tious intentions  are  feldom  formed  withs^ 
out  a  pro^eft  of  fuccefs,  and  ^e  moft 
hardened  rake  may  be  awed  by  unafliiming 
^cretbn  % 
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^  In  part,  fhe  is  to  blame  who  has  been  tried^ 
^*  He  comes  too  near,  who  comes  to  be  denied/' 

The  firft  motions  of  evil  may.  be  r^- 
Jifted^  if  the  thoughts  be  not  permitted  to 
firay  towards  an  unlawful  objedb^  or  to 
fonder  on  the  means  by  which  wicked 
ends  may  be  accomplijbcd^  They  who  trifla 
with  temptation  expofe  thcmfelves  to  the 
danger  of  defeat>  and  deferve  the  ruin 
which  they  fuftain.  Marriage  nvay  be  faid 
jather  to  open  than  to  clofe  the  eventful 
period  of  tieniale  life ;  fince  it  is  by  that 
mea)is  that  we  enter  oi>  a  fcene  of  enlarged 
tifefulnefsj,  a<5livity>  and  relponfibility  j^ 
nor  is  marrying  the  man  whom  we  fondly 
love  an  invulneraWe  protedlion  from  the 
fliafts  of  forrqw ;  perhaps  it  is  oftener  a 
ready  inlet  to  the  pangs,  of  difappointment^ 
or  the  cares  of  iatLcitude. 

.  I  could  write  volumes  ta  expofe  thofe 
faUe  views  of  human  life,  which  doubdeft 
}uve  accelerated  that  change  of  female 
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manners  which  we  all  fee  and  deplore. 
Had  not  fo  much  idolatrous  incenfe  been 
offered  to  beauty,  grace,  and  nymph-like 
elegance;  had  fo  many  fafcinating  de- 
fcriptions  never  been  given  of  the  plea- 
fures,  enjoyments,  and  advantages  of  rank 
and  fortune,  the  elegantes  of  humble  life 
would  have  been  far  lefs  numerous,  and 
we  fhould  have  retained  feme  valuable 
ftuffi  capable  of  being  converted  into 
the  wives  of  traders  and  yeomen.  Let 
not  thofe  who  confine  themfelves  to  this 
ftylc  of  reading  make  a  merit  of  having 
been  at  their  hooks.  Mifchievous  reading 
is  worfe  thah  unfophifticated  ignorance. 

It  would,  however,  be  culpable  fafti- 
dioufnefs,  and  grofs  injuftice,  to  involve 
all  fiditious  narrative  in  this  fevere  cen* 
iure.  A  fpecies  of  writing,  that  is  in- 
riched  by  the  compofitions  of  many  of 
t>ur  mod:  diftingulfhed  moralifts  and  fages^ 
cannot  be  undeferving  of  a  particular  at^^ 
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tention  from  the  moft   liberal  and  wel!» 
informed   mind.      While,    therefore,  wc 
ftignnatize  the.. reptile  brood  who  annually 
vivify  witK  the  fummer  heat,  as  at  once 
tbt  offspring  and  the /W  of  idlencfs  ;  let 
vs  acknowledge,  that  next  to  thofe  moral 
cllays  which  breathe   the    wifdom   of  1  a 
Johnfon  or  the  fuavity  of  an  Addifon,  a 
wcU-writteii  hovel  is  the  beft  introdudlion 
to  the  knowledge  of  life  and  manners,  and 
may  juftly  claim  to  be  the  aflbciate,  but 
not  the  fubftitute,  of  graver  ftudies.     It 
has  lately  been  denied,    that  Richardfon. 
painted  manners  as  they  really  were  j  hi* 
moral  excellence  will,  however  prefervc 
him  a  place  in  the  efteem  of  every  well- 
principled  reader;  and  his  pachetie  an4 
.dcfcriptive  powers  will  enchain  attention, 
'while  his  piety  muft  transfufe  fome  devout 
fentiments  Into  the  moft  cold  and  worldly 
bofom.     You  will  obferve,  that  I  confine 
.  this  commendation  to  his  Clarifla    and 
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ment  of  ideas,  which  charafterized  tlic 
happicft  efforts  of  the  mufe  in  her  days 
of  exaltation.  The  popularity  of  Cow- 
per's  poems  has  doubtlefs  contributed  to 
this  happy  change ;  m  which  the  fterling 
grandeur  of  the  thought,  and  the  exqui* 
fite  appropriatenefs  of  the  inmagery,  corn- 
pen  fates  for  careiefsnefs  of  expreflion,  or 
occafional  untunablenefs  of  the  meafurc. 
We  muft,  however,  lament  that  the  pe- 
culiar turn  of  his  religious  principles  de- 
prives this  charming  poet  of  his  naturd 
gentknefs,  whenever  the  Clergy  of  the 
Church  of  England,  or  our  fyftem  of 
public  education,  falls  within  the  reach 
of  .his  obfervations. 

But  though  we  hail  with  rapture  the 
aufpicious  omens  of  ^  purer  tafte  in  poefyj 
the  times  are  for  ever  vanifbed  which 
fanftioned  the  allegorical  triumphs  of  Or- 
pheus. Good  V crit  vtquir€;s  conjideratmi 
without  which,  it  is  imfoJfiiU  to  appreciate 
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fk  loHs  V9h^t  to  fay  publicly  on  ^hat  I 
know  is  your  favorite  reading.  The 
mules  have  been  charged  with  doing  very 
ferious  mifchief  to  us  females ;  but  I  con- 
fe(s  that  I  think  their  crimes  |iave  been 
€3caggerated,  or  at  leaft  that  they  were 
lefs  faulty  than  the  compofuions  which 
have  fupplanted  them.  They  rarely  ven- 
tured' out  of  the  world  of  imagination  5 
and  few  readers  would  be  fo  green  in 
judgment,  as  to  miftake  their  language 
for  that  of  real  lifci  The  modern  mufe 
has  been  accufed  of  incurring  the  guile 
of  democracy :  it  is  allowed,  that  even  her 
genuine  offspring  have  ever  ftrung  their 
lyres  to  the  high  key  of  liberty;  but 
.  then  it  was  to  that  liberty  which  is  con* 
Jijlent  with  order y  jujlice^  and  virtue  -,  thofe 
.  cherifticd  feelings  of  every  real  lover  of 
this  charming  fcience.  But  we  muft  alfo 
obferve,  that  an  alien  colony,  whofe 
members  have  for  ages  been  endeavouring 
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to  fcramUe  ^vip  the  heights  ofParhaflbs 
by  bye-roads,  and  who  very  much  re- 
icmble  monkies,  not  only  in  their  ftyle  of 
climbing,    but  in    the    art  of  degradi^ 
imitation^    have    produced    ndlhing   but 
*'  fcrannel  notes"  from  the  bladder  anil 
ftring,  which  they  would  perfuade  us  is 
the  genuine  harp   of  Tyrtaeus.      Thcfc 
certainly,  to  fpeak  in  the  voice  of  a  true 
votary  of  Phoebus,  *'  niean  licence  whca 
***  they  cry  liberty*".     The  dreadful  afts 
of  anArchy  which  this  age  has  witneffed, 
have  alfo  rather  untuned  the  public  ear 
for  the  fong  of  freedom  j  and  made  us 
JufpeSl  danger,  where  our  anceftors  would 
only  h^vefelt  rapture.     I  am  not  apolo- 
gizing for  the  difcordaht  bards  of  faftion, 
whofc  jejune  malice  I  at  once  deteft  and 
defpife.     I  am  only  fuppofing  it  poffibU^ 
that  the  glowing  vifions  of  a  vivid  ima- 
gination may  have  occafioned  fome  inad* 

•  See  Milto&'i  Sonaets. 
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^crtefrt  fallics,  which  the  temper  of  the" 
times  renders  dangerous ;  and  the  confe- 
tjucnces  of  which  the  writers  themfelves, 
*hen  the  *^  fine  frenzy"  of  imagination 
fubfides,  will  be  the  firft  to  deplore. 

Of  late  years  (except  in  the  political 
light  which  we  have  juft  noticed)  poetry 
has  rarely  deferved  the  reproach  of  mif- 
leading  the  pafiions  5  being  moftly  either 
defcriptive,  didaftic,  or  metaphyfical.  In 
the  hand  of  a  Hayley  or  a  Seward,  it 
has  fuccefsfuUy  (hewn  its  capability  of 
forcibly  narrating  domeftic  incidents,  or 
elucidating  critical  refearch.  Its  power 
of  analyzing  metaphyfical  properties  has 
been  fuccefsfully  proved  by  Rogers  and 
Campbell.  The  turgid  attire  of  bom- 
baftic  epithet,  and  the  cold  uninterefting 
accumulation  of  abllra£i:  ideas,  fo  lately 
puffed  into  fafhion,  feems  yielding  to  that 
fierce  of  feeling,  elegant  fimplicity  of  ex- 
predion,  and  lucid  yet  elevated  arrange- 
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ladies  are  really  innocent  -,  that  the  thing! 
to  which  I  allude,  whether  I  call  them 
"  phyfic  or  farces"  were  made  to  be  feen 
and  fold,  not  to  be  read  and  remennbered  j 
and  therefore  they  are  improperly  intro- 
duced under  the  title  of  female  Jiudies. 
I  (land  correfted,  and  will  only  detain 
you  with  a  few  remarks  on  the  dramatical 
remains  of  former  times. 

Few  cenfors  are  fo  rigid  as  to  prohibit 
the  beft  efforts  of  the  tragic  mufe ;  and 
unqueftionably  the  pages  of  Shakfpeare, 
independent  of  the  corufcations  of  genius, 
beam  with  the  unclouded  blaze  of  moral 
Iplendour.  The  Uke  may  be  faid  of  the 
pure  untainted  plays  of  1  homfon,  whofc 
chafte  and  claffic  fcenes  muft  ever  delight 
in  the  clofct.  Nor  do  the  ftronger  colour- 
ing and  warmer  paffions  of  Rowe  miQead 
his  readers  from  the  hallowed  (hrine  of 
virtue,  though  he  frequently  facrificesT  na- 
ture to  defcription  and  declamation.     A 
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Wrhef  would  defervc  much  from  the  pub- 
lic, who  Ihould  purify   the  mixed  dramas 
of  Otway  and  Southerne,     and  prcferve 
what  genius  has   immortalized,    without 
its  nauleous  and  poiibnous  alloy.     Our 
^arly  comedies  deferve  and  require  a  fimi^ 
Jar  purgation ;  but  m  many,  excif.on  will 
not  be  fufficient ;  the  plot,  as  well  as  the 
language,   muft   be  reformed,,  to   make 
them  fafe  companions.      It  is  much  to 
be  lamented,  that  a  conviftlon   of  thefe 
faults  has  not  operated  upon  our  prefent 
race  of  writers,  further  than  to  make  them 
verbally   modeft.     While  blafpiiemy    re- 
tains the  place  of  indelicacy,  we  may  ra- 
ther talk  of  change  than  reformation.    We 
have  little  caufe  of  exultation  on  the  fcore 
of  morality  in  defignj    and  when  we  in- 
quire  after  that  fpirit   of  genius  which 
gives  a  zeft   to   thefe  compofuions,   we 
muft  acknowledge  that  its  fubtjle  nature 
has  evaporated  through  the  flimfy  texture 
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of  modern  compofition.  In  probabilitf, 
charafter,  and  wit,  the  nnortifying  differ- 
ence is  too  difccrnible*  Some  favourable 
appearances  in  the  theatrical  world  have 
lately  excited  a  hope  that  wc  are  entering 
on  a  more  aufpicious  sera;  and  even  in 
what  I  may  term  the  Vandalifm  of  ouf 
dramas,  a  few  fuccefsful  efforts  will  de-' 
ferve  your  attention  j  though  not  equal,  in 
number  or  excellence,  to  thofe  whicli  were 
produced  when  theatrical  tafte  was  at  once 
embellifhed  and  regulated  by  the  hiftrionic 
powers  and  intelligence  of  a  Garrick. 

You  will  afk  me,  if  I  allow  the  ftagc 
to  be  fuch  a  faithful  copy  of  living  man- 
ners, as  to  permit  fcenic  exhibitions  to  in- 
fluence our  judgements.  In  general,  cer- 
tainly it  is  not;  charafttrs  and  events 
muft  be  exaggerated  in  order  to  (Hmulatc 
attention.  Thofe  pieces  which  copy  the 
more  delicate  touches  of  fentiment  and 
incident,  fcldom  afford  enough  of  fitua- 
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tion  and  effeft  ro  pleafe  in  the  reprefenta- 
tion,  though  for  the  former  reafbn  they 
are  the  beft  clofet  companions.  It  is  only 
the  province  of  care  and  fuperior  genius 
to  combine  impreflion  and  fimplicity ;  and 
even  thefe  catch  the  beft  likenefiTes  when 
they  paint  the  foul  in  a  ftorm  of  paflion. 
Dramatical  reading,  therefore,  fliould  nei- 
ther/>r^r^^^  nor  exclude  thofe  juft  views  of 
men  and  things,  which  moral,  hiftorica!, 
and  geographical  knowledge,  cannot  fail 
to  produce.  As  guides  in  our  progrefs 
through  life,  we  muft  confider  that  they 
lie  under  aJl  the  djfadvantages  which  Dr. 
Prieftly  ^fcribes  to  fiftitioiis  narratives; 
but  I  think  that  thofe  plays  which  are  re- 
Enoved  from  the  manners  and  language 
^i  common  life  are  lefs  likely  to  mi  (lead 
than  novels,  which  ever  afFeft  the  garb  of 
true  narrative,,  and  fometimes  aftually 
profefs  to  defcribe  real  events.  I  recom- 
mend  a  feledl  afTortment  of  plays,  as  an 
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Improvement  to  your  taftc,  as  capable  of 
ftoring  your  memory  with  elegant  and  im- 
proving ideas,  and  as  a  corredlive  to  that 
dull  monotony  and  rigid  contraftion  of 
converfation  which  charaderiles  mere  w^/- 
ter  of  fail  readers. 

Works  of  humour,  whether  fatirical  or 
playful,  come  next  to  be  confidered  j  and 
here  again  I  am  fearful  that  my  obfer- 
vations  may  betray  more  of  attachment 
thdin  judgment.  I  would^  however,  avert 
all  juft  cenfure,  by  ftridly  prohibiting 
every  compofition  in  the  fmalleft  degree 
infe6ted  by  indelicacy,  ribaldry,  or  pro- 
fanenefs.  My  motive  for  recommending 
mirthful  productions  is,  to  check  the  ex- 
treme acutenefs  of  fenfibility,  which  our 
fex  is  apt  to  indulge  at  the  expence  of  our 
repofe  ;  and  which  is  bed  correfted  by  the 
admiflion  of  lively  ideas.  Our  propenfity 
to  run  into  the  abfurdities  of  fentiment, 
makes  it  dangerous  for  us  to  read  much 
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of  what  is  addreflcd  to  the  imagination 
and  the  paflions,  without  applying  to  thoCd 
powerful  antidotes  of  romance,  humour, 
and  fatire.  I  know  you  will  not  afk  mc, 
whether  it  would  be  advifeable  to  prohibit 
all  writings  of  the  former  tendency  ;  be* 
caufe  you  will  perceive  that  it  is  auftericy, 
not  prudence,  which  interdidis  us  from 
partaking  of  a  delicious  fruit,  left  our  gra- 
tified appetite  fhould  gorge  to  furfeit.  A 
bright  imagination,  a  glow  of  generous 
fentiment  and  poiilTied  and  correft  expref- 
fion,  are  all  parts  of  the  character  of  an 
accompliflied  female;  diverfity  of  idea, 
and  playful  alUifion,  may  alfo  claim  ad- 
miflion  into  this  charming  groupe  of  fitter 
graces. 

IFell'principled  ridicule  has  often  done 
infinite  fervice  to  the  caufe  of  good  k^nfe. 
Even  virtue  and  religion  have  received 
confiderable  benefit  from  its  fparkling 
darts  5  and  in  the  opinion  of  an  eminent 
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Vantcs  {  we  have  many  happy  inftanccs  of 
the  power  of  wit  in  our  own  country.  To 
confine  our  obfervations  to  the  more  mo- 
dern, that  fpirited  pamphlet,  entitled  An- 
ticipation, compelled  the  great  oppofition 
leaders  of  thofe  times  to  change  their 
mode  of  attack,  and  to  ufe  more  nicety 
oi Jele£iion  in  the  quality  and  quantity  of 
the  lumber  by  which  they  clogged  the 
wheels  of  government,  left  ihey  (houl  J  be 
cried  down  for  plagiarifm  j  and  it  is  ob- 
ferved,  that  brevity,  and  application,  have 
fince  been  preferred  to  rhetorical  flou- 
rifhes,  in  this  fpecies  of  oratorical  war- 
fare; Poetry  has  derived  infinite  advan- 
tages from  the  celebrity  of  the  Baviad  i. 
which  proved  as  fatal  to  the  Delia  Cruf- 
can,  as  the  Loves  of  the  Triangles  did  to 
the  Darwinian  phrafeology.  No  fpecific 
objeft  feems  to  be  purfued  in  the  play  of 
die  Critic ;  but  it  is  well  worthy  of  the 
talents  of  a  Sheridan  to  write  dawn  mo- 
dern. 
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dern  dramas ;  and  I  have  too  much  refpc«S 
for  that  gentleman's  iafte  to  believe  th^ 
he  would  avoid  fo  fair  a  viftory  becaufe 
fome  of  his  own  later  offspring  may  ap- 
pear among  the  "  fmall  infantry"  which 
hfs  giant  fpear  could  eafily  averthrow. 

I  (hall  infallibly  expofe  myfelf  to  the 
Ihare  of  fome  vigilant  opponent,  who  lies 
perdue  to  catch  me  tripping,  by  naming 
politics  as  a  fuitable  fubjedt  of  female 
ftudy.  If  I  propofed  loading  your  table 
with  controverfial  pamphlets,  journals, 
replies,  obfervatipns,  queries,  and  all  the 
ephemeral  publications  to  which  local  cir- 
cumftances  afcribe  confequence,  and  which 
pofterity  tofles  to  oblivion,  I  would  fubmit 
to  be  the  fubjedt  of  all  the  good  thing? 
that  ever  have  been  faid  on.  petticoated 
quidnuncs.  But  I  am  not  difpofed  to 
withdraw  you  from  the  pure  founts  of  Siloa 
and  Aganippe,  to  plunge  you  into  the  pud* 
die  of  party  conteft,  from  which  our  fex 
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IS  happily  fenced  off;  I  fay  happily  j  for 
certainly  the  moft  ftedfaft  virfue,  and  the 
greateft  tranquility  and  conftancy  of  fou], 
can  fcarcely  hope  to  efcape  uncontaminatei 
fronn  the  infeftious  contadl  of  public  life. 

But  though  we  are  excufed  fronn  under- 
going the  labours  and  difficulties  of  ftatef- 
men  and  warriors,  I  truft  that  the  affec- 
tions and  duties  of  a  patriot  are  not  ini- 
mical to  the  female  charafter.  If  our 
tender  feelings  are  excited  by  the  objefts 
around,  we  muft  love  our  country  in  which 
ihofe  objefts  fubfift.  The  fcene  of  our 
early  delights,  prefent  enjoyments,  and  fu- 
ture hopes,  muft  be  dear  to  us,  even  on 
fclfifh  confiderations.  And  could  we  wil- 
lingly behold  thofe  fcenes  defaced  j  could 
we,  without  an  almoft  mortal  pang,  con- 
template the  defolation  of  what  is  pleafant,, 
and  the  \oh  of  what  is  dear?  Is  there 
really  in  nature  fuch  a  fenfation  ^sjolitary 
wiconn^Hed  cnjoym^nt-3  could  we  be  happy 
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in  a  hndf  Vrildi  or  a  dreary  cavern,  fronft 
which  we  had  no  profpeft  to  cfcapc^ 
and  what  is  this  world,  but  a  cave  or  wil- 
derncfs,  when  all  that  habit  rendered 
agreeable,  or  attachment  made  neceflary> 
is  gone  ?  We  love,  then,  that  community 
with  which  we  are  connefted ;  and  by 
analogy  that  (pot  of  earth  where  we  afl: 
and  move.  This  Tpot  is  our  country  ^ 
this  community  our  fellow- citizens,  with 
whom  we  have  inherently  contrafted  aii 
indiflbluble  league,  and  formed  an  obli- 
gation  to  mutual  aid  and  affeftion. 

Let  us  here  rtcal  to  our  more  ferious 
conGderation  thofe  awful  motives,  which, 
though  I .  truft  not  contrary  to,  were  yet 
not  fo  intimately  connefted  with,  the  fub- 
jciSts  that  we  have  juft  difcuflcd,  and  con- 
fider  our  relation  to  fociety,  according  to 
the  views  and  motives  of  religion.  And 
as  it  is  impoflible  to  praftile  our  duty 
without  underftanding  it,  a  ^nov^^lcdge  of 
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the  principles  of  government,  and  the  pe* 
culiar  conftruftion  and  advantages  of  our 
own,  are  indilpenfably  neceflary  to  all 
who  would  a<5l  as  they  ought  to  their  king 
and  their  country,  their  fuperiors  and  in- 
feriors, their  equals,  their  children,  and 
their  fervants.  This  fort  of  information 
differs  in  ioto  from  the  party  difcuflions  of 
the  day,  and  feems  our  beft  prefervativc 
from  thofe  confined  politics  which  both 
degrade  and  debafe  the  female  charadlen 
Holy  writ  informs  us,,  that,  gradationi 
of  rank  proceed  from  the  good  pleafure 
of  the  Almighty,  who  founded  univerfal 
happinefs  and  fecurity,  in  mutual  want 
and  dependance-  No  one  is  rLch,  power- 
ful,, or  exalted>,  for  their  own  fake  j  pre* 
dominance-  in  any  worldly  advantage  al- 
ways includes  increafed  refponfibility  \ 
and  they  who  mifufe  greatncfs  are  fear- 
fully amenable  as  treacherous  betrayers  of 
a  facred  truft.     But  confidering  the  more 
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numerous  temptations  to  .  which  eml» 
nence  of  any  kind  is  expofed,  it  may  juftly 
require  to  have  its  aftions  viewed  with 
candour,  and  that  it  (hould  be  ajftfted  ra- 
ther than  counterafled  in  all  its  Jalutary 
purpofes.  Scripture  gives  us  precifely 
this  view  of  our  duty  as  fubjedVs,  and 
enforces  it  by  the  peculiar  obligations  of 
Chriftianity*.  Of  this  we  will  fpeak  here- 
after i  let  us  now  remark,  that  fince  the 
limits  of  power  are  fo  circumfcribed,  and 
its  obligations  fo  numerous,  it  feems  rather 
a  trial  to  be  dreaded^  than  a  good  to  be 
/ought.  Hereditary  rule  may  appear  to  a 
reclufe  obferver  a  contrivance  to  enforce 
the  aflumption  of  painful  pre-eminence, 
inftead  of  a  defence  againft  the  encroach- 
ments of  unqualified  intrufion.  The  fruit 
of  "  the  accurfed  tree'*  has,  however,  fo 

*  See  Romans,  13th  chapter,  and  ift  Peter,  2d 
chapter,  on  Chrillian  obedience^  as  proceeding  from 
a^  ktik  of  duty  to  God. 
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Intoxicated  mankind,  that  though,  tO 
X  well-difpofcd  mind,  "  obedience  is 
•*  cafe,**  many  determine  that  **  to  reign  is 
••  worth  ambition,  even  in  Hell.**  When 
power  is  purfued  by  undue  means,  there 
is  every  reafon  to  apprehend  that  it  wifi 
be  mifapplicd ;  hence  the  perverfity  of 
mens  hearts  renders  it  neceffary  to  fecure 
magiftcrial  and  regal  authority  from  the 
grafp  of  the  multitude  on  the  one  hand; 
and  on  the  other,  ta  reftrain  power  within 
thofe  fahitary  limits,  which  may  prevent  it 
froni  afluming  fuch  undue  weight  as  would 
enable,  it  to  crufli  thgfe  whom  it  was  in- 
tended to  proteft. 

The  excellency  of  the  Britifti  confti- 
tution,  in  all  the  fundamental  points  of 
right  governmenr,  is  acknowledged.  It 
fecures  perfcxnal  liberty  and  private  pro- 
perty ;  it  renders  the  peafant,  as  far  as 
relates  to  his  domeftic  fituation,  as  fecure 
^  the  fovereignj   and  it  precludes  the 
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ibvcreign  himfelf  from  infringing  the  right 
t(  the  fubje^h  Libert^  is  wcli  defined 
to  be,  not  the  power  of  doing  what  you 
pleafe,  for  that  is  licentiouihefs,  but  die 
fecurity  that  others  ihall  not  do  as  thef 
pleafe  with  yoa.  Holy  writ  furniihes  me- 
morable examples  of  the  miferies  that  en- 
fued  from  *^  every  man's  doing  that  which 
**  was  right  in  his  own  ey^s*/'  A  more 
striking  view  of  the  changeable  humour 
o£  a  mob,  and  the  blind  turbulence  of 
popular  commotion,  caanot  be  given,  than 
what  was  exhibited  in  the  laft  fcenes  of  our 
Lord's  life,  or  in  the  trials  which  his  faith- 
iful  apoftte  Paul  experienced  at  Lyftra  and 
Ephefus. 

Your  hiftorical  purfuits  will  explain  to 
you  the  advantages  w^hich  our  political 
conflitujtioQ  poITeiles    beyond    what   any 

•  J«^ges,  i  7th  chapter,.  6th  vcrfe;  2 ill  chapter, 
ajth  verfe. 
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^ther  nation  can  ix)aft  j  and  your  attacli- 
ment  to  this  your  country  will  confequcnt* 
ly  become  infinitely  ftronger,  through  the 
6bligatidns  of  preference  and  gratitude, 
than  what  early  habits  or  cafual  refidencc 
could  impofe.  Conteaiplated  as  the  fa- 
crcd  inclofure  which  embraces  and  pro- 
tects one  of  the  faireft  fcions  of  the  church 
df  Chrift,  our  love  (hould  ftrengthen  with 
our  faith ;  and  though  our  preference 
Ihould  carefully  avoid  that  narrownefs  of 
fentiment,  which  hates  ofdefpifcs  every 
thing  foreign,  we  fliould  feel  our  interefts 
and  hopes  fo  interwoven  with  the  welfare 
of  our  native  land,  as  to  be  incapable  of 
reparation.  Patriotic  attachment,  forms 
a  marked  feature  in  the  charafter  of  thofe 
worthies  of  old  who  are  recorded  in  holy 
writ.  And  the  Saviour  of  the  World,  by 
condefcending  to  imbibe  this  prediledlion 
for  the  foil  in  which  he  was  born  and  fuf- 
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fercd*,  has  moft  efFeftually  refcued  tlie 
;gcnuine  feelings  of  the  patriot  from  the 
undeferved  reproach  of  prejudice  and  nar- 
rownefs  of  foul.  The  citizen  of  the  world, 
who  affcfts  to  defpife  diftinftions  which 
the  Lord  of  Life  has  fandlioned,  may  well 
be  reproved  in  the  fpirit  of  St.  John's  re- 
tort to  the  uncharitable,  "  If  ye  love  not 
"  what  ye  have  feen,  how  can  ye  Jove 
*'  what  ye  have  not  feen  ?** 

But  how  fhall  women  Ihow  their  love 
to  their  country  ?  They  cannot  fight  its 
battles,  nor  diredt  its  counfelsj  their* 
purfcs  are  feldom  at  their  own  difpofals, 
atid  their  a6lions  are  circumfcribed^  not 
only  by  phyficial,  but  *by  civil  reftriftions ; 
they  can  only  devote  their  wi{hes  and  their 
prayers  to  the  fervice  of  the  common- 
weal. Allowing  that  we  could  do  nothing 
more,  we  fhould  then  be  better  than  paf- 

*  Yet  Chriflianity  has  been  defined  to  be  incom- 
patible with  the  charader  of  a  patriot.  How  nrach 
has  our  faith  been  injared  by  injudicious  defences ! 
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and  though  in  that  cafe  the  good  muft 
fuffer  y9\th  the  finful,  yet  if  wc  confider 
that  there  will  come  a  day  of  individual 
reftitution,  the  divine  attribute  of  jofticc 
is  no  way  implicated  by  this  proceeding, 
Befide,  as  we  are  all  offenders,  the  bcft 
of  us  may  be  confidcrcd  but  as  ftray  fticep, 
who  need  thcfc  heavenly  warnings  to  be 
recalled  to  the  fold.  National  fins,  there- 
fore, do  not  mean  the  fins  of  our  gover- 
nors, as  fome  moft  perverfcly  mifreprc- 
fent;  but  the  coUeftive  offences  of  in- 
dividuals. That  we  have  "  been  bleflfed 
•*  beyond  other  nations  in  a  grtater  (hare 
•*  of  the  light  of  the  gofpd^  in  wife  and 
•*  juft  laws,  in  a  mild  and  yet  vigilant  go- 
•*  vcrnment,  in  internal  peace  and  opu- 
'*  lence,  and  in  external  renown  and  pro* 
"  penty,*'  is  moft  true.  That  we  have 
improved  thefe  blefiings  as  we  ought  to 
have  done,  is  more  than  doubtful.  In* 
fubordiaatioJk  daily  gains  ground;  and 
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wHait  is  iiii\ibordiiiation>.  but  rebelHoii 
^^mft  the  frovidentHU  government  of 
Gad;  for  in  the  language  of  holy  writ» 
^'  what  is  Aaron^  that  ye  murmur  againfl; 
**  him*?"  Indifference  as  to  the  princi- 
ples of  religion,  and  laxity  in  performing 
the  duties  which  it  enjoins, ,  become  morQ^ 
and  more  evident  in  the  manners  of  all 
clailes.  The  habit  of  referring  all  events 
to  fecond  caufes»  than  which  nothing  is 
more  oppoiite  to  the  principles  and  feel* 
ings  of  a  Chriftian,  in^reafes ;  and  luxu« 
rious  indulgence  and  inordinate  attach* 
ment  to  worldly  pleafures,  are  the  ch|« 
ra£teriftics  of  the  times.  Thefe  are  fins 
for  which  our  rulers  are  no  otherwiit 
accountlbldj  than  as  they  commit  thenii ; 
and  they  who,  in  precept  and  praftice, 
fteadily  endeavour  to  abate  their  preva^ 
knee  art  mod  truly  pairiots  $  prevent^ 
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JRg^  as'  far  as  is  in  their  power,  tke  rula 
which  fuch  felf-created  tyrants  will  briog 
on  the  people  who  willingly  fubmit  to  their 
galling  yoke. 

When  I  recommend  regard  to  order, 
condefceofion^  pious  ientiments,  regular 
condud:^  ^^^  temperance  in  pleafure,  to 
my  fex,  I  ceitainty  aft  in  perfeft  con- 
formity to  our  priftine  charafter ;  which^ 
unlefs  corrupted  by  evil  habits  and  exam- 
ples, fredifpofes  us  to  whatever  is  calm> 
amiable^  and  of  good  report.  In  our  re- 
lative lituation,  as  mothers  and  mif* 
.  trefles  of  families,  we  pofleis  fo  much  in** 
fluence,  that  if  we  were  uniformly  to  exert 
It  in  the  manner  which  t;he  .time$  requirei 
we  might  produce  a  moft  happy  .change 
in  the  morals  of  the  people ;  and  in  peril 
of  being  though^  fgperftitiouS|  I  avow 
jny  firm  belief^  that  fuch  a  change  would 
conduce  more  to  extricate  us  from  our 
prefent  difEculties,  than  the  wifctom  of  our 
#ouAfellors>  .or  ^  Y^lour  of  our  iitttk 
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fthd  armies.  We  fhould,  however,  equal!/ 
avoid  nefting  in  the  arm  of  the  Rcth,  like 
a  felf-dependent  worldling,  and  fuppoling^ 
like  a  prefumptuous  fanatic,  that  the 
fword  of  the  fpirit  is  the  only  weapon  that 
we  have  pcrmiflion  to  ufe.  The  lawful* 
nefs  of  even  defenfive  war  has  been  denied 
by  many  (I  hope  fincere,  but  I  am  fure 
ill-judging)  Chriftians ;  who  forget  that 
our  Bleffcd  Lord  never  could  mean  to  re-^ 
roke  one  of  thofe  firft  laws  gf  our  nature^ 
which  himfelf,  in  the  character  of  our 
Creator,  impofed  upon  us,  and  the  necef- 
fity  of  which  he  experimentally  proved ;  I 
mean  [the  law  of  fclf-defcjice.  The  pre- 
cepts which  his  eminent  forerunner  gave 
refpefting  the  coriduft  of  military  men, 
the  frequent  allufions  to  a  ftate  of  warfare 
in  the  apoftolical  writings,  and  the  prac- 
tice of  the  earlieft  converts,  many  of 
whom  were  foldiers^  and  cerjainly  did  not 
i$nounce  their   military  duties  on  conv- 
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mcncing  Chriftiansj  all  thefe  confider^ 
tions  muft  decide  the  qucftioB  in  the  opi- 
nion of  rcafonable  people.  When  we 
confider  that  it  is  impoffible  to  prevent 
violence  and  aggreflion,  btherwife  than 
by  refiftance ;  and  that  when  once .  the 
flood-gates  of  war  arc  opened,  circum- 
ftances  muft  decide  whether  we  (hall  con- 
tent ourfelves  with  Teftraining  it  within 
its  banks,  or  attempt  to  turn  its  wafteful 
current  on  hoftile  plains  $  we  nnuft  rather 
"pity  the  weaknefs  of  thofe  who  could  per- 
plex themfelves  with  fuch  fcruples,  than 
admit  that  they  arc  founded  on  the  word 
of  God. 

But  is  not  war  an  evil  ?  Certainly,  or 
it  would  not  be  denominated  the  fword  of 
the  Lord.  Should  it  not  be  avoided,  if 
poffible  ?  Unqueftionably,  it  Ihould.  Go 
and  humble  thyfelf  before  God  for  thofe 
fins  which  deferve  fuch  a  chaftifement. 
But  are  npt  our  rulers  the  mediate  caufcs 
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of  this  calamity?  I  fpeak  noit  of  paft^  but 
of  prefent  times,  and  anfwcr  No.  The 
predided  fpirit  has  arifen  out  of  the  hot*' 
tomlefs  pit,  who  **  is  prefumptuous,  dif- 
•*  obedient,  felf- willed,  an«i  not  afraid  to 
•*  fpeak  evil  of  dignities."  If  you  doubt 
the  fa6t,  look  at  the  ftate  of  your  owg 
houfehold,  at  the.  drefs,  converfai;ion,  and 
Conduft  of  your  fervants.  Obferve  the 
air  of  equality,  or  the  lower  of  difcontent, 
which  you  may  fee  even  in  thofe  ruftic 
countenances,  who  ufed  to  grteet  you  with 
the  fmilc  of  refpedtful  attachment,  Con- 
fider  the  alarming  combinations  in  va-» 
rious  trades ;  not  that  workmen  may  poA 
&(&  the  nicans  oijuhfifiing  their  indigent 
families,  but  that  a  larger  ppi;tion;  of  every 
week  may  be  allotted  to  idlenefs  and  in- 
temperance. Contemplate  the  univerfai 
thirft  for  political  knowledge,  the  irreve* 
jfgnce  with  which  the  mod  elevated  cha- 
racters are  fpoken  of;  and>  above  all,  re- 
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flcft  on  the  probable  confeqtrence  of  tWB 
opini6iis which  arealmoftuniverfal  among 
the  lower  orders;  namely)  that  in  this 
land  of  liberty  every  man  may  do  as  he 
pleafes,  and  that  he  has  a  right  to  choofe 
his  civil  governors  and  fpiritual  inftruc- 
tors. 

Permit  me  to  enforce  my  opinion  re- 
Ipefting  the  folly  of  the  higher  ordcrsr 
countenancing  the  growth  of  democracy, 
by  quoting  the  authority  of  a  fcholar 
whom  every  party  reveres  i  I  mean  Sir 
William  Jones,  After  obferving,  that 
**  the  original  form  of  our  conftitution  is 
•*  almoft  divine,  to  ftich  a  degree  that  no 
*'  ftate  of  Greece  or  Rome  could  ever 
•*  boaft  one  foperior  to  k,  nor  could  Plato, 
**  Ariftotle,  nor  any  legiflator,  even  con- 
<«  celve  a  more  perfe<5t  model  of  a  ftate,'* 
he  proceeds :  **  What  can  be  more  dif- 
^'  ficult  to  devife,  than  a  conftitution 
*•  which,  while  it  guards  the  dignity  of 
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*'  the  favercign,  and  the  liberty  of  the 
"  fubjeft,  from  any  incroachment,  by  the 
influence  and  power  of  the  nobility, 
preferves  the  force  and  majefty  of  the 
^*  laws  from  violation  by  popular  liberty. 
*'  This  was  the  cafe  formerly  in  our 
'*  ifland,  and  would  be  ifo  ftill,  if  the  foUy 
**  of  fome  had  not  prompted  them  to  fpur 
**  on  the  populace,  inftead  of  holding 
**  them  in."  The  times  that  he  alludes 
to  were,  when  Wilkes  was  the  JiiU  burning 
volcano  of  fedition  :  but  the  folly  that  he 
reprobates  has  fince  alarmingly  increafed ; 
and  party,  of  late,  has  never  fcrupled  to 
excite  a  contempt  for  thofe  principles, 
which  muft  yet  form  the  foundation  of  the 
power  that  it  wifties  to  aflume.  Is  there 
not  reafon  to  think,  that  the  continental 
wars  in  which  we  have  been  engaged,  al- 
moft  during  the  whole  of  his  prefent  Ma* 
jefty*s  reign,  were  providentially  neceflary 
to  drain  off  thefe  violent  humours  of  the 
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nation,  by  devoting  thofe.  corrupt  mtrn* 
bers  of  fociety  to  the  fword  in  a  foneign 
climate,  who,  had  they  continued  at  home, 
might  probably  have  kfndled  the  ftill  more 
deftruftive  flames  of  civil  war. 

Maternal  tendernefs  is  apt  to  urge  ob- 
jcftions  to  war,  which  ftate  neceflSty  can- 
not fuccefsfuUy  combat,  unlcfs  in  cafes  of 
near  and  immediate  danger*  Unqueftion- 
ably,  much  confideration  is  neccflary,  be- 
fore we  devote  our  fons  to  the  military 
profeflion,  without  kn&zving  that  they  have 
a  decided  predileftion  for  that  dangerous 
but  honourable  occupation  j  but  when  it 
is  their  choice^  it  behoves  us  to  praftife 
the  duty  of  acquiefcencc.  Since  it  is 
judged  neceflfary,  that  during  the  prcfent 
awful  alpcdt  of  continental  afSiirs,  every 
young  man  (hould  fufficiendy  underfland 
the  ufe  of  arms,  to  be  aflifling  in  defend- 
ing his  native  fhores  in  cafe  of  attack,  it 
is  to  be  hoped  that  maternal  timidity  will 
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never  check  the  operation  of  a  mcafure, 
which,  though  (if  followed  up  with  that 
fteady  refolution  which  can  alone  make  it 
of  real  utility)  it  includes  privation^  bo- 
dily fatigue,  and  even  danger,  the  facred 
call  of  public  duty  imperioufly  enjoins. 
Our  tender  folicitudc  for  the  welfare  of 
our  offspring  may  be  moft  judicioufly  ex- 
ertedj  in  fortifying  the  young  volunteer 
againd  thofe  temptations  to  excefs  and 
licentioufnefs,  which  muft  ever  attend  nu- 
merous affociations  of  young  men  ^  re- 
moved from  parental  infpeftion  or  cpn- 
troul,  and  expofed  to  the  enticements,  or 
ftill  more  dangerous  farcafms,  of  prac- 
tifed  debauchees.  A  ferious  mind  muft 
ardently  pray,  that  the  unparallelled  bra- 
very and  public  fpirit  which  the  riGng 
hope  of  England  has  fhewn  at  this  me- 
morable period,  may  not  be  fo  perverted  as 
to  render  "  the  thing  which  fliould  have 
"  been  for  our  health  an  occafion  of  fall- 
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•*  ing,"  by  ftill  further  proroking  tfrc 
God  of  Hofts,  who  h  of  purer  eyes  than 
to  behold  iniquity. 

To  thofe  whofe  anxious  fears  now  fol- 
low a  beloved  relation  to  the  poft  of 
danger  on  fome  hoftilc  plain,  or  iron-girt 
coaft,  I  would  fuggeft  one  trite,  but  not 
puerile  refleftion.  Death  is  the  inevitable 
lot  of  all  i  therefore  they  who  fall  in  bat- 
tle do  but  prefnaturely  refign  a  mortal 
cxiftence  which  a  few  years  muft  have 
clofed,  and  probably  by  a  more  agonizing 
mode  of  termination.  The  pangs  of  mor- 
tal difeafe,  or  that  flow  and  painful  death 
which  attends  old  age,  feems  more  ap- 
palling to  the  feelings  of  nature,  than  the 
excruciating  but  fwift  hand  of  violence. 
Dr.  Paley  has  fuccefsfuUy  proved,  that 
Providence,  by  ordering  one  fpecies  of 
animal  life  to  fubfift  by  preying  upon 
another,  ordained  the  moft  merciful  way 
of  ending  a  being  in  which  the  feeds  of 
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diflblution  were  indobita&ly  fown.  An 
hofpital^  prefents  as  pitiable  a  fight  as  a 
field  of  battle ;  I  mean  as  far  as  related 
to  human  mifcry.  It  is  true,  the  lattet 
does  not  admit  of  thofe  kind  miniftration^ 
of  attentive  fympathy  which  appear  fo 
cxquifitely  precious  ;  but  whoever  has 
flood  by  the  bed  of  pain,  difeafe,  or  deaths 
muft  have  felt,  in  every  fruitlcfs  wifh  and 
thrilling  fear,  how  very  little  we  can  do  ift 
lightening  the  heavy  burden  of  extreme 
bodily  diflrefs.  Perhaps,  when  we  wipe 
the  faint  dews  frorti  the  languid  face,  con- 
vey fome  fmall  droj>  of  fuftenance  into 
the  fpeechlefs  mouth,  or  fmooth  the  piU 
lows  under  the  rcfllefs  head,  the  felf-en- 
grofled  fufFerer  perceives  not  our  afliftance, 
or  even  feels  his  anguifh  heightened  by 
our  fblicitude* 

But  I  have  in  fbme  meafure  wandered 
from  my  fiibjeft :  let  me  regain  the  ra- 
veled cluei  by  obferving,   that  the  itim 
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crcafc  of  fgund  principles  and  Chriftian 
praftice  will  expedite  the  time  "  when 
"  nation  ftiall  not  lift  up  the  fword  againft 
"  nation,  neither  fliall  they  learn  war  any 
*'  more,"  The  Millenium,  to  which 
piety  looks  forward,  is  not  founded  on 
that  equalization  of  ftation  and  authority, 
which  the  frantic  adorers  of  King  Jefus 
pleaded  as  an  excufe  for  licentioufnefs  or 
rebellion  -,  nor  is  it  the  reign  of  the  god- 
defs  Reafon,  to  whom  infidel  anarchifts 
blafphemoufly  facrificed  their  Chriftian 
hopes.  If  the  period,  fo  oftfen  defcribed 
in  prophcfy,  really  relate  to  the  temporal 
rule  of  our  Blefied  Redeeoier,  thoie  who 
"  have  rebelled  againft  their"  earthly 
^'  king,"  and  fat  in  judgment  on  him, 
muft  expeft  to  be  exiled  from  the  peace- 
able region  of  order  and  perfeft  righteouf- 
nefs,  and  to  be  configned  to  puni&menti 
not  reward,  either  in  that  triumphal  ftate 
cf  die  true  church  of  God^  or  at  the 
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greit  day  of  final  account,  when  we  (hall 
all  be  queftioned  how  we  have  obeyed 
thefe  precepts,  "  Submit  yourfelf  to  every 
**  ordinance  ef  man  for  the  Lord's  iake  5 
*^  let  every  foul  be  fubjeft  to  the  higher 
••  powers }  for  there  is  no  power  but  of 
*^  God/' 

The  notices  which  revelation  has  given 
us  of  the  future  world,  are,  as  wc  might 
cxpeft  them  to  be,  few,  myfterJous,  and 
impreflive ;  fuch  as  leave  no  doubt  as  to 
its  certainty  and  duration  ;  but  fo  far  in- 
velope  its  pkafures  and  employments  in 
figure  and  analogy,  as  to  convince  us  that 
feparate  fpirits  and  glorified  bodies  arc 
engroffed  by  different  purfuits,  and  ca- 
pable of  more  exqu}ftte  delights,  than  we 
mortals  can  conceive.  But,  whenever  the 
facred  page  incidenkiUy  difclofes  a  v;ew  ©f 
Heaven,  it  defcribes  it  as  the  feat  of  order 
and  government,  gradation  of  rank,  fupm^ 
macy,  and  obedience.    •*  Thrones,  do- 
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•*  ttiinions,  principalities,  and  powers/^ 
are  the  apoftoiical  defignations  of  angelic 
dignities*  Our  L<H*d  declares,  that  **  their 
•^  arc  in  his  Father's  houfe  many  man- 
•*  fionsj"  many  as  to  number,  and  to 
gradation  too,  according  to  the  opinion 
of  learned  commentators.  Every  where 
Heaven  is  fpoken  of  as  a  kingdom ; 
God  is  defcribed  as  its  fupreme  fove* 
reign,  furrounded  by  innumerable  hofts 
of  minifhing  fpirits,  all  blefled,  glori- 
eus,  and  happy;  but  enjoying  tbefe  ad- 
.vantages  as  the  fruit  of  obedience  and 
peace;  and  among  thefe  diftinguiihed 
beings  two  are  mentioned  in  the  ca- 
nonical books  of  Scripture,  Michael  and 
Raphael,  to  whom  greater  pre-eminence, 
and  the  honorable  title  of  archangel,  are 
affigned. 

There  cannot  be  a  (iirer  fign  of  the 
decay  of  region  in  any  country,  than  in 
a  general  inclination  to  give  pagan  vir- 
tues 
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tues*  a  preference  over  Chriftian  graces* 
The  precept  of  "  Submitting  yourfelves  ta 
•*  one  another  in  the  fear  of  the  Lord»'^ 
fctnns  to  be  univerfally  renounced,  for  the 
injun£tion  of.  Maintain  your  own  iacred 
rights.  Are  thefe  duties  incompatible? 
Is  not  obftinate  reliftance  as  likely  to 
engender  tyranny,  as  flavifh  obedience? 
There  is  an  abfolute  ncceflity  that  ibmc 
fhould  rules  focicty  cannot  be  held  ta« 
gcthei  without  this  bond.  If^  therefore, 
the  fubordinate  parts  will  prefs  upon  the 
higher,  aiithority  muft  drop  its  Jceftri 
and  wield  its  /word.  At  alt  events,  anar-* 
thy  muft  be  fubdued,  or  the  ftate  will  be 
annihilated.  Compliance,  by  fkinning 
over  the  furfacc,  only  enlarges  the  cor- 
roding ulcer,  which  putrifies  underneath* 
A  turbulent  community  never  long  pre- 
ferved  its  freedom  $  it  only  exchanged 

•  The  contraft  between  thcfe  is  ably  enforced  io 
the  Memoirs  of  Agrippina. 
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lawful  and  limited  rulers  £ae  tyrannicaf 
y^rpers. 

The  Church  of  England  has  been 
charged  with  inforcing  the  obligacioa  o( 
Chriftian  obedience  beyond  the  bounds  of 
civil  liberty.  We  have  feen^  that  hcf 
public  offices  are  undeferving  of  this  cen- 
iure;  and  it  is  unjuft  to  accufe  her  oil 
account  of  the  tenets  of  fomc  of  her 
members  or  officials,  who,  in  the  heat  of 
their  oppofition  to  the  wild  advocates  of 
licentioufnefs,  have  fometinics,  by  extreme 
tenacity,  injured  the  caufe  which  they 
fupported.  The  duty  of  our  Sovereign, 
to  govern  us  by  the  laws  of  this  realm,  is 
as  decidedly  recognized,  as  our  obligation 
of  obedience  is  pofitivcly  determined. 
The  queftion  is,  who  is  to  be  judge  whe- 
ther the  prince  obferves  or  falfifies  bis 
engagements  ?  and  we  may  conftitution- 
ally  anfwer.  Not  the  feople.  An  interme- 
diate ftate  exifts,  tp  wbom9  in  cafes  of 
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iiich  emergency,  both  parties  fhould  ap- 
peal. Our  hiftory  informs  us,  that  i 
fbvcrcign  has  Been  thus  judged  to  have 
forfeited  his  high  truft ;  and  the  remain- 
ing parts  of  our  legitimate  government 
(which  certainly,  during  the  interregnum, 
continued  to  be  our  lawful  rulers)  nomi- 
nated the  next  in  ftjcceflionj  againft  whont 
no  plea  of  ineligiUUty  could  be  urged,  t6 
fill  the  vacant  throne ;  who  on  their  parti 
promifed  obfervance  of  the  conftitution 
which  they  came  to  preferve.  By  this  the 
people  did  hot  cbeofe  their  ruler ;  but  the 
law  Jupplied  the  "oacancy  which  had  becrl 
caufed  by  the  mifrfale  of  the  executive 
power.  It  is  to  the  law  of  thefe  realms, 
that  the  people  owe  allegiance.  That 
law  recognizes  the  king,  not  only  as  the 
fountain  of  authority,  but  as  the  deter- 
mining ratifier,  whofe  approbation  con- 
verts legiQativc  decifions  into  laws.  His 
prerogative,  therefore,  is  fo  knit  together, 
*        .  . and 
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aad  iutcnpovcn  widi  our  cooftitudoDj  AaT 
we  caoooc  rdjpe&  the  ooc^  without  ttwe^ 
lenciog  die  other,  uiik&  the  king  expofo 
himielf  id  aflaulr,  by  cafling  awi^  the 
Ihidd  that  rendered  him  invulneraUei 
the  probability  q£  whieh  event  ha^s  been 
dccreafing  ever  fince  the  Revolution. 
Should  it  again  lu^ipen,  that  mi^uiddl 
royalty  prefers  trfurped  to  conftitudonal 
power,  die  iaoie  fteady  regard  €o  trudi 
and  juftice,  and  attachment  to  the  welfiure 
erf*  our  beloved  native  land,  that  now  caUs 
upon  us  to  rffifl  the  torrent  of  infubofdi- 
nation,  wilt,  we  tn^  roufe  our  pofterity 
to  defend  thofe  bulwarks  which,  unlefs 
betrayed  by  the  ba(ene(s  and  venality  of 
dieir  natural  guardians,  muft  ever  rcftrain 
the  advancements  of  tyranny. 

Having  often  remarked,  how  ftrongly 
die  Scriptures  impofe  the  duty  of  obedi- 
ence on  fubjedsj  it  may  not  be  unadviie* 
able  to  obiervc,  that  they  abound  with 
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Veral  inftances  of  ^[^roved  refiftante :  tO 
cnielty  and  oppreffion^.  St.  Paul^  cJpc-» 
ciall/i  is  diftinguiftied  for  his  bold  affer^ 
don  of  his  civil  rights,  and  fpirited  oppo<> 
fition  to  injufticcj  though  aftually  feated 
on  the  tribunal  of  legal  power.'  Chrif- 
tian  obedience,  therefore,  is  not  abjeft 
fubmiflion ;  but  it  is  humility  of  mind. 
It  is  not  thinking  of  ourfelves  highly,  or 
only  confidering  the  errors  of  our  gover- 
nors, '  and  our  own  dejms  \  but  it  is 
thinking  foberly,  niakiofg  .^lowances  for 
their  failings,  and  ack^iowledging  our  ow^n. 
It  is  giving  "  -tribute  where  tribute  is 
^^  due,^'  and^^  fubmitting  to  the  ordinances 
<*  of  man  \^  not  from  fear,  not  from  any 
finifter  purpofc;,  but  *'  for  the  Lord's 
*^  fake,*'  with  a  thorough  conviAion  that 
we  owe  the  bleiSng  of  regular  government 

*  Particularly  ift  Kings,  21ft  chapter,  vcrfc  yi} 
4Uid  Gendis,  14th  chapter* 
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to  God^  and  that  the  obeditince  which  we 
pay  to  the  human  repf^rcoCEttiy^  of  hit 
power»  the  earthen  veflels  in  which  the 
treaitires  of  orderi  peace,  and  fecuri^i 
are  depoGted,  is  well  pleafing  in  his 
fight.  Such  a  confcientious  attachment 
to  our  king  and  country,  enlightened  by 
hiftorical  knowledge,  is  as  much  political 
information  as  our  fex  requires*  It  will 
be  a  prefervative  from  party  violence,  and 
irom  that  agitating  intereft  in  local  dif« 
putes  wbith  overpowers  weak  minds.  It 
will  put  us  upon  Our  guard  agaii^  the 
pfeudo  patriots,  who^ufi  the  welfare  6f 
the  public,  as  a  catch-wofd  to  perfuade 
the  deluded  multitude  to  raife  theiti  to  the 
lofty  eyrie  of  greatnefs,  from  i;^hich  they 
may  fuccelsfully  dart  upon  thofe  to  whom 
they  owe  their  exaltation.  For  powerj 
like  the  fountain  of  Lethe,  has  the  in&I« 
lible  quality  of  induing  thofe  who  tafte  it 
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wtid  tarlj  profeflions.  As  thla  has  been 
the  in  variable.  conduA  of  all  popular  idok|» 
nothing  but  the  ignorance  of  their  vota* 
ries  can  render  it  fuccefsfuL  Would  wc 
but  look  a  little  lefs  at  what  is  prefent* 
and  more  at  what  is  paftj  we  fhould  fcorn 
to  be  cheated  by  the  method  which  dif- 
tinguilhed  the  rebellion  of  a  difobedient 
ipccious  demagogue  three  thoufand  years 
ago** 

Having  efcaped  out  of  the  dangerous 
labyrinth  of  politics  (may  I  hope  with 
fafety?)  let  me  now  enforce  a  caution 
which  the  laft  topic  has  brought  to  my 
recolleftion ;  I  mean,  againft  the  very 
common  fault  of  confining  your  attention 
to  new  publications  and  local  topics.  I 
know  that  you  are  above  the  vanity  of 
being  thought  a  literary  lady,  which  in«» 
duces  many  a  would-be  AfpaGa  to  toil 
through  volumes  of  inanity,  only  that  fhe 

•  id  Samuel,  istk  chapter,  4th  yerfe. 
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may  be  faid  to  read  every  thbg  dut 
comes  out.  **  Prince  Poftcriqr,"  ai 
Swift  humoroufly  terms  the  future^  it 
generally  juft  to  us  fcribblers;  and  it  is 
as  iafe  for  thoie  who  have  not  much  Id* 
fure  to  beftow  on  books^  to  wait  till  their 
value  has  been  determined  by  his  high* 
nefs's  preceptor.  Time.  What  a  mafs  d 
rubbifh  does  every  year  confign  to  the 
trunk-maker !  yet  it  is  poflSble,  that  many 
of  thefe  dcfunfb  compofidons  were  ad- 
mired by  many  befide  their  difafirous  fa^ 
rtiUn  "  The  older  an  author  is/*  fiiys 
Howel,  '*  commonly  the  more  fblid  he 
•*  is,  and  the  greater  teller  of  truth;'* 
the  reafon  is  evident,  the  impartial  cenfure 
of  the  public  amribHates  all  others.  The 
pleafure  and  the  improvement  which  we 
derive  from  reading,  confifts  in  our  pre* 
fcrring  a  well*digefted  feleftion  5  and  even 
perfons  of  the  brighteftunderftandings^who 

are  compelled  by  their  lituation  to  read 
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^vcry  thing,  generally  conc^plain  that  their 
minds  are  retrograde  in  refpeft  to  ufefiil 
or  agreeable  information, 
•  There  is  a  fpecies  of  connpofition  which 
is  very  popular,  but  Ihould,  in  my  opinion, 
only  be  fought  for  by  thofe  who  have 
little  leifurej  and  even  then,  fince  it  is 
more  ufeful  to  know  a  few  things  well, 
than  to  imbibe  a  confufed  jumble  of  every 
thing,  even  fuch  readers  might  employ 
their  time  more  advantageoufly ;  I  fpeak 
of  thofe  works  which  go,  by  the  name  of 
Extrafts,  Anecdotes,  Beauties,  and  Anas. 
If  to  amufe  be  the  objeft  of  the  compilers  . 
of  thefe  olios,  I  fear  they  lofe  their  aim, 
except  with  very  volatile  ftudentsj  for 
you  are  fcarcely  permitted  to  be  inter efted 
with  one  fubjeft,  before  you  are  hurried 
to  another,  with  an  abruptnefs  that  rather 
exbaujts  than  exhilarates.  A  beauty,  torn 
from  its  native  foil,  often  becomes  a  de- 
formity, becaufe  a  judicious  writer  always 
VOL,  II.  z  contrives 
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contrives  that  fituation  Ihould  heiglitfii 
the  effcft  of  his  fplendid  paflTages-  The 
bathos  was  never  more  ftrengly  exhibited, 
than  m  an  attempt  to  ifitroduce  ibme  of 
Mrs.  Ratcliffe's  fine  romances  upon  the 
ftage.  The  incidents  and  charafters  arc 
indeed  verbally  preferved  \  but  the  nice 
arrangement  and  preparation  which  ren- 
dered them  ftriking,  being  confidered  by 
the  dramatizer  as  unejfential  •,  of  courfe>  the 
fame  ftory  which  once  harrowed  up  the 
fou]>  now  convutfes  us  with  laughter. 

Criticifm  is  the  lad  topic  to  which  I 
fliall  call  your  aaention>  in  what>  I  fear» 
my  awful  ccnfors  will  call  my  *'  lite«iry  • 
"  gofHping  i"  I  mean  if  tlvcy  (hould  de- 
temiine  to  bcftow  any  caftigation  on  a 
hardened  offender,  who  has  often  dared  to 
utter  a  jeft  at  their  dread  tribunals.  Were 
I  not  afraid,  that  fomc  one  would  difcovcr 
me  to  be  of  a  moft  malicious  turn  of  mind,  ' 
I  fhould  confefe  that  it  is  a  fpccies  of  read- 
ing 
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hg  fFom  which  I  derive  uncommon  plea-* 
furc.  Learning,  genius,  and  wit,  cannot  be 
more  ufefully  employed^  than  when  they 
officiate  as  porters  at  the  temple  of  thq 
mufcs  i  but  fincc  it  fometimes  happens  ir* 
thefe  evil  days,  that  people  appoint  them^ 
felves  to  this  office,  without  having  had 
their  credentials  figned  by  Phoebus,  I 
would  advifc  you,  if  you  have  a  relife 
for  this  high-feafoned  food,  to  apply  to 
more  than  one  caterer  -,  or  you  will,  hf 
depending  on  his  bill  of  fare,  encounter 
f^  a  crow  in  a  perigord  pie  /'  I  mean, 
that  prejudice  and  party  will  fo  difguife 
an  author,  as  either  to  prevent  you  fron> 
enjoying  a  mental  luxury,  or  oblige  yoUi 
to  fwallow  a  naufeous  compofition.  la' 
thefe  times  of  violent  contention,  party 
intrudes  its  cloven  foot  into  every  fub- 
jedt  i  and  works  are  eftimated  by  every 
other  rule  than.intrinfic  merit.  The  pub-^ 
lie  is,  however,  generally  more  juftj  an 
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illiberal  critique  has  fcldom  enough  !&- 
lidity  ta  arreft  the  flight  of  genius ;  and 
it  rarely  happens,  that  dulnefs  can  long 
fear  on  the  plumage  which  parriality  had 
fupplted,  though  its  efforts  are  aflifted  by 
the  puff  direifi  as  well  as  the  puff  ly  impli- 
cation. 

Periodical  critiques  have  been  thought 
unfavourable  to  the  caufe  of  literature. 
When  the  number  of  them  was  fmall,  few 
people  had  accefs  to  more  than  one ;  and 
as  its  decifion  was  uncontroverted,  its 
diHum  was  received  as  infallible ;  but  fince 
this  monarchy  (or  call  it  a'triumvirate) 
has  been  fplic  into  petty  principalities, 
the  mighty  whole  refembles  a  fang-drawn 
lion,  on  which  we  literary  mice  may  fport 
with  iinpunity.  Efpecially  as,  inftead 
of  a  general  union  among  the  various 
departments  of  cenforial  inquifitiOn,  they 
forget  their  common  interefl:,  and  are  not 
•nly  rivals  but  enemies.  At  that  import- 
ant 
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ant  acra,  when,  in  the  fpirit  of  Turklfh 
policy,  criticifnfi    refolved  to  have  **  no 
"  brother  near  the  throne/*  the  veil  was^ 
drawn  from   the  eye  of  the  public,  and 
the  unerring   fage  funk  into  the  literary 
prize-fighter,  who  purchafed  renown  by 
baftinading  his  competitors.     From  that 
happy  moment,  the  natives  of  Grub-ftrect^ 
who  were  wont  to  ftan.d  filent  to  be  pecked 
at,  till  their  ferenc  tormentors  were  fa- 
tiated  with  looking  at  cheir  bare  anatomy,, 
now    chuckle   and    crow    in    their   turn; 
for  who  is  afraid  of  a  reviewed  reviewer  ? 
I  beg  pardon  for  thus  frequently  alluding 
to  my  own  dear  fraternity  ;  the  recollec- 
tion of  our  fufferings  mufl:  excufe  a  little 
triumph  at  our  being,  for  ever  emanci- 
pated from  our  filent  bondage,  and  per- 
mitted,  like   the    flaves    in   the    infernal 
regions,   to    laih   the  tyrants   who   once 
made  us  groan; 

'%  3  Since 


510 

Since  the  opportunity  of  comparing 
various  critiques  cffcftually  combats  every 
objeflion  that  could  be  made  on  the 
fcore  of  prejudicing  the  mind,  when  your 
own  principles  are  generally  fixed,  there 
is  no  danger  in  learning  the  character 
of  a  work  from  a  journal  oppofite  to 
your  own  notions,  provided  you  keep 
an  antidote  at  hand.  You  will  thus  be 
able  to  deteft  the  excefles  and  falfe  gloffes 
of  cither  party  ;  and  difcuffion  will  pre- 
vent your  moderation  from  degenerating 
into  lukewarmnejsy  or  your  %eal  from  eva- 
porating into  extravagance.  This  requires 
a  folidity  of  judgment,  to  which  I  know 
you  are  equal ;  the  attempt,  however, 
would  be  unfafe  to  our  fex  during  their 
falad  days.  But  befide  periodical  produc- 
tions, which  are  unavoidably  tainted  with 
the  imperfedlions  incident  to  local  difcuf- 
fions,  we  poflefs  a  mine  of  critical  trea- 
furcs^  to  whofe  fterling  ore  time  has  fixed 

his 
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his  indubitable  atteftation.  Among  the 
moft  valuable  of  thefe,  we  may  rank 
the  effort  of  female  fade  in  defence  of 
our  riational  favourite  Shakfpeare,  and 
the  animadverfions  interfperfed  in  the* 
biographical  labours  of  Johnfon.  Criti* 
cifm  alfo  occupies  a  diftinguilhed  and* 
inftru(5live  part  of  thofe  periodical  effays 
which  I  formerly  recommended  to  your 
attention.  Nor  do  I  wi(h  to  confine  my 
commendations  of  this  branch  of  polite- 
literature  to  the  Auguftan  ages  of  the 
Spe6Vator  or  the  Rambler ;  living  authors 
have  added  much  valuable  matter;  and 
even  in  the  "ephemeral  produftions  of  the 
day  we  often  meet  with  remarks  replete- 
with  fo  much  wit  and  ingenuity,  as  in- 
clines a  reclufe  obferver  to  confider  the 
national  tafte  as  being  materially  imfrave^y 
notwithftanding  the  melancholy  caveat 
which  the  degrading  ftate  of  the  dramas 
enters  againft  this  exhilarating  reflcftion„. 

Vapid 


Vapid  Cf iticifm  Is  vcrbofe  and  tedious ; 
buc  invedive  or  adulation  are  its  bafeft 
and    mod  frequent  faults.      The  popu* 
larity  of  this  fpecies  of  reading  has  cer- 
tainly turned  us  into  a  nation  of  difpu- 
tants  and  cenfors.     Pope  complains^  that 
**  ten  cenfure  wrong,  for  one  who  writes 
•*  amifs  i"    and    every    auihor    feelingly 
affents  to  the  truth  of  this  oracular  de- 
claration.    But  the  chara(5ler  that  I  have 
been  fo  long  fupporting,  upon  recollec- 
tion,  covers  me  with:  fliame  and  terror ; 
fince,  however  I  might  hope  to   efcape 
under  cover  of  nfiy  fex  as  an  author,  ine 
my  new  charafter  of  critic  I  can  expert 
nothing  but  the  fate  of  the  difaftrous  jackr 
daw,  who  ventured  into  an  aflcaibly  of 
peacocks.     I  (hall  not,  however^  be  ftrip* 
ped  of  all  my  borrowed  plumage  j  muchi 
of  it   belonged  to   one  who   cannot  now- 
reclaim  his  own  ideas.     The  grave,  which 
preoiaturely  clofed  on  as  much  genius^ 

informal 
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inrormation^  and  tafte,  as  can  diftinguifh 
an  individual,  effeSlually  conceals  my  pla- 
giarifm. 

I  ihall  conclude  this  letter  by  repeating 
a  caution^  which  will  certainly  come  un- 
opportunely  from  one  who  fpeaks  through 
the  pigmy  defile  of  twenty  duodecimos, 
I  mean,  that  valuable  knowledge  is  not 
increafed  by  inceflant  reading.  One  well- 
digeftcd  book  will  improve  the  mind  and 
the  heart  more  than  many  volumes  haftily 
devoured  for  the  purpofe  of  faying  that 
we  have  read  them.  This  appetite  for 
univerfal  fcholarlhip  is  rather  increafed 
by  periodical  annotators  ;  for  they  feem  to 
fuppofe  that  it  is  reproachful,  for  any  who 
pretend  to  literary  tafte,  to  be  unacquainted 
with  any  celebrated  work.  I  believe  few 
people  poffefs  fuch  clear  heads,  and  re- 
tentive memories,  as  to  be  able  to  com- 
prehend a  long  work  at  one  perufal  j  and 
few  have  fufficient  leifurc  to  beftow  cir- 

cumfped 


Ci]mfpe&  inveftigation  on  a  great  variet3r. 
A  felefUon  of  found  authors  of  acknow- 
ledged merit  is,  therefore,  moft  fcrvice- 
able  to  general  readers  ^  for  it  is  not  the 
.  images  of  words  paffing  before  the  eyes^. 
but  ideas  hnprinted  upon  the  ibul  by  the 
blended  powers  of  nncmory  and  under- 
{bandbg»  that  can  ncuike  us  either  better 
or  wifcr  for  our  ftudics^ 
I  remain,  my  dear  Mifs  M     ■   >  &€•. 


END  OF  vol;  XI 


Brooke,  Printer^  Patemoster-RoiTi  LoixdoB*. 
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